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PREFATORY NOTICE. 



In producing tlie Representative History of Gkeat Bkitain and 
Ireland, it is proposed to connect with the electoral history of each 
county. Genealogical and Biographical particulars of those families 
whose names are enrolled on the list of its Parliamentary Representa- 
tives from 1 Edward VI. 1547, when the Journals of the House of 
Commons were first published, to the present time, a period of three 
hundred years. 

Hitherto, writers on the subject of our Representative History have 
confined themselves — either to giving an account of the rights of election 
of the several counties, cities, and boroughs of Great Britain — or to 
compiling dry, imsatisfactory, and in many cases, imperfect lists of the 
names only of members of parliament ; among the former may be classed 
the works of Carew, Cunningham, Luder, Oldfield and Mereweather — 
among the latter, the compilations of Browne Willis, Whitworth, Beat- 
son and Smith. 

To have united the merits of these two classes of works, would, in itself, 
have formed a valuable addition to our parliamentary records: here 
however it may be observed that while the admirable productions of 
Luder and Sergeant Mereweather, have rendered it almost impracticable 
to throw any new light on that portion of The Repkesentative 
HisTOET of which their productions treat, numerous additions and 
corrections have been made in the lists of members. 

The well-known collections of Browne Willis — now so rare and 



PEEPATOBT NOTICEi 

yaluable as to be marked in the catalogue of books at six guineas — 
include chronological lists of the returns to parliament from 1545 to 
the Restoration in 1660 ; these were continued from that period to 
1722, by Mr. Whitworth ; commencing with the Scottish union Dr. 
Beatson's compilations include the period from 1708 to 1807; Mr. 
Smithes '' Parliaments of England," comprehend the returns from 
1 George, 1715, to 1845. 

From this statement it may be seen that as these works commence 
at different periods — ^no single one is perfect in itself — ^nor indeed are 
they so collectively. Mr. Whitworth's however is the most imperfect ; 
the only compiler who'has connected the links between Willis and 
Beatson, he has satisfied himself with giving the mere returns at 
general elections, and has taken no notice whatever of the various writs 
issued on the occasions of deaths, acceptances of office, resignations 
of seats and elevations to the Peerage. With respect to the parlia- 
mentary history of Ireland, nothing, it is believed, has yet been written, 
nor any connected lists of its members published, with the exception of 
those of the three first parliaments after the union recorded in Beatson's 
work, and of the four reformed parliaments from 1834 to 1842, col- 
lected by Mr. Lewis. 

Independently then of the novel and important information to be 
introduced in this history, it will be seen that many improvements 
and additions have been made in the works of other writers on the 
subject. 

In styling the new feature in the Repkesentative Histobt 
important, it is felt that that term may be allowed in its fullest sense, 
for while — ^by giving genealogical and biographical particulars of those 
families who have returned members to parliament— a vast quantity of 
matter illustrative of personal history will be brought together; a 
still greater end will at the same time have been obtained, viz. : that 
of forming a complete Politicai, Biography of the British empire, 
gleaned from the most authentic and impartial sources. 

No name, from that of the statesman whose talents may have ruled 
the destinies of England to the individual who has simply recorded his 
opinions in divisions of the House, will be found omitted or unaccom- 
panied with personal particulars, where such are to be obtained. Nor 
will these particulars indeed be confined to the member himself; 
they will embrace a history of his family, and a notice of any person 
of eminence whose name may appear in his pedigree. 

The Representative History will further embody in itself a 



PKErATOEY NOTICE. V 

digest of the important transactions in each parliament (from 1 Edward 
VI. to 10 Victoria,) which will be introduced in the memoir given of 
the Speakee who may have presided over it. To this branch of the 
subject the annexed table will be found of great assistance. For 
instance, on referring to it, it may be seen that Thomas Snagg, who 
sat for Bedford, was Speakeb of the House of Commons in the par- 
liament of 1588, particidars of which parliament will be found at page 61, 
in that gentleman's memoir. 
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BEDFORDSHIRE, 22 EDWARD I. 

This central county of England, bounded on the north and north-west by 
Northamptonshire, on the north-east by Huntingdonshire, on the east by 
Cambridgeshire, on the south And southeast by Hertfordshire, and on the 
west and south-west by Buckinghamshire, is divided, into the nine hun- 
dreds of Barford, Biggleswade, Clifton, flitt, Manshead, Redbourne, Stod- 
den, Willey, and Wixamtree. It comprises an area of 463 square statute 
miles, or 296,320 acres, of which 80,000 are stated to be arable, and 168,000 
pasture or common. The population of the county in 1 80 J, was 63,393 ; 
in 1811, 70,213; in 1821, 83*716 ; in 1831, 95,383 ; and in 1841, 107,936. 
By the last census, the number of houses appears to be 21,235 inhabited, 
519 uninhabited, *and 210 building. 

The chief produce is corn, the vale of Bedford being considered one of the 
finest districts in the kingdom for its crops, which, however, require much 
labour and expense in their cultivation. This, together with the depreciation 
in the value of corn, when compared with stock, makes the rent very low ; 
most of the land north of Bedford does not let for more than 10^. an acre, 
and some as low as 6s., notwithstanding the considerable expense incutre4 
by proprietors in fencing and making ditches. There is nothing remarkable 
in the cattle and sheep in this county, there being no indigenous breeds of 
either. The farms are not in general of great extent. Some few contain 
firom 400 to 500 acres ; but the average size is about 150. Leases for long 
terms are not common, which is an obstacle to improvement. Farms held 
from year to year may be kept in good heart, and well cultivated, on the 
common established system, provided there be a great confidence in the 
honour of the landlord, that he will not suddenly or capriciously remove a 
tenant ; but no great and permanent improvement can be expected to be 
made, except by a proprietor or lessee for a considerable term. A tenant 
liable to be ejected at ^ short notice, cannot obtain credit to borrow money 
to lay out on his farm ; and if he be prudent, will not lay out his own capi- 
tal on an uncertainty. Formerly there were many small proprietors and 
yeomen occupying their own lauds to the amount of from 20 to 50 ftpres i 
but they are mostly reduced to the state of cottagers and labourers ; thus 
their class has nearly disappeared. The other productions of the county, are 
coarse limestone, lime, fulle|-'s- earth, brick-qlay, and bricks* coppice and 
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bnish-wood, peat, beans, hay, vegetables, &c. From a recent parliamentary 
return, it seems, that the chief occupations of the working-classes, consist 
1. in agriculture, in which there are 12,766 labourers employed ; 2. domes- 
tics, 4502; 3. lace-makers, 2602; 4. labourers, 1831; 5. straw-plait 
manufacturers, 1753 ; 6. farmers, graziers, 1461 ; 7. boot and shoe- 
makers, 1115. Persons of independent means are numbered at 1720; 
alms- people, pensioners, paupers and beggars, at 1117 ; and persons of no 
particular trade or calling, at 67,638. The total annual value of real pro- 
perty assessed in this county, is £5 1 7,474. 2*. Id., of which £377,994. 1 9s. 5d. 
is on lands; £132,296. 95. 9d. on houses, and £7182. 12*. llrf. on tithes. 
This is at the average rate of 2*. Irf. in the pound. Chicksands Priory, and 
Shefford Hardwicks, are the only two extra- parochial places in the county, 
which are exempt from the payment of poor-rates. The two annexed tables 
show the income and expenditure of the county, rates and poor-rates ; the 
first, the county- rates from 1792 — 1838 ; the second, the poor-rates from 
1749—1839. 

COUNTY- RATES, 



Year ! 1792 

1 

Income £1357* 

Expenditure. . . . i £1080* 


1793 

1357* 

1080* 


1794 
1163 
964 
1802 
4652 
3345 


1795 
1744 
1140 


1796 
1163 
1136 
1804 
1163 
1599 


1797 

1163 

960 


1798 
2326 
1390 


1799 
1744 
2871 


Year 

Income 

Expenditure. ... 


• 1800 
£4070 
£3499 


1801 
4652 
4559 


1803 
1744 
1752 


1805 
1744 
1337 


1806 
581 

1368 


1807 
2326 
2045 


Year 


1808 
£1744 
£1834 


1809 
3489 
2620 


1810 
4652 
4647 


1811 
4070 
3904 


1812 
5815 
3892 


1813 
6978 
7708 


1814 
6396 
4412 


1815 
6687 
6378 


Income 

Expenditure. . . . 


Year 


1816 
£6979 
£6998 


1817 
5816 
4994 


1818 
3489 
4196 


1819 
8724 
9809 


1820 
9305 
8758 


1821 
8724 
6189 


1822 
4652 
5438 


1823 
4652 
8096 


Income 

Expenditure. . . . 


Year 


1824 

£7388 
£7407 


1825 
5761 
6718 


1826 
8144 


1827 
6999 
9050 


1828 
7351 
9366 


1829 
5853 
8015 


1830 
7012 
9006 


1831 
7614 
9159 


Income 

Expenditure. ... 


Year 


1832 
7627 
6655 


1833 

7027* 

6343* 


1834 
6427 
6130 


1835 
4955 
5091 


1836 
4020 
4216 


1837 
4742 
4014 


1838 
3345 
4185 




Income 

Expenditure. . . . 



* The accounts marked thus • being defective in those particular years, the sums have 
been suppUed hy the average of the same years in other counties. 



RRDFORDSIilRR. 
POUK-ItAT£S. 



Year .. 


1748-9-50 


1776 


1783-4-5 


1803 


1813 


1814 


1815 


1816 


1817 


1818 


1819 


Income 


£9492 


18193 


22638 


47484 


80787 


75127 


68432 


62600 


;4300 


85300 


86700 


Expend. 


£8276 


16663 


20977 


38070 


63179 


59074 


52165 


53677 


63522 


74163 


77094 


Year .. 


1821 


1824 


1828 


1832 


1833 


1834 


1835 


1836 


1837 


1838 


1839 


Income 


«85693 


74787 


88854 


92741 


91761 


92046 


79780 


56071 


42548 


36916 


51500 


Expend. 


£69236 


64937 


77976 


77237 


81657 


79685 


67606 


47259 


37757 


37630 40600 



Bedfordshire, which formerly was joined under the same sheriff with 
Buckinghamshire, has returned two Members to Parliament from the first 
summons issued 22 Edward I. The number of registered electors in this 
county is 4543 ; and the polling-places are : Luton, Leighton> Bedford, 
Ampthill^ Biggleswade> and Shambrook. 

Chronological List of Members from I Edward VI. to 10 Victoria* 



Par. 



1547 

155:^ 

1553 

1554 
1554 
1555 
1557 
1558 
1562 
1571 
1572 



1585 
1586 
1588 
1592 
1597 
1601 
1603 
1614 
1620 
1623 
1625 
1625 



Members. 



Oliver St. John Lewis Dive- 
Sir H. Ratcliffe, Knt. „ 
Sir J. Mordaunt, Knt. Sir J. 
Gascoyne, Knt. 
„ SirH. Ratcliffe,Knt. 



SirJ.Gascoyne, Knt. „ 
Thomas Pigot. J. St. John. 
Lewis Mordaunt. „ 

G. Rotheram. T. Snagg. 

„ Sir H. Cheney, Knt. 
1572. * J. Thompson, v. Che- 

ney (a Peer,) 
G. Rotherham, Nich. Luke. 
Thos.Snagg. 
Oliver St. John. E. Ratcliffe. 

„ G.Rotherham. 

„ Sir E. Ratcliffe, Knt. 



„ Sir O. Luke 
Sir B. St. John. 
Oliver St. John. 
SirO. St. John. 



Knt. 



Par. 
1628 

1640 

1640 



1653 

1654 



1656 



1658 
1660 
1661 



1678 

1680 
1681 
1685 
1688 
1689 
1695 



Members. 



OHver St. Johu. SirO. Luke, 

Knt. 
Thos. Lord Wentworth. „ 

>f it 

1640, Sir R. Burgoyne, tt» 

Wentworth (a Peer,) 
Nath. Tayler. Edw. Cater. 
Sir W.Boteler, Kt. John Neal. 

John Harvey. S.Bedfprd. 

Edmund Wingate. 
SirW.Boteler,Kt. S. Bedford. 

J.Harvey. R. Edwards. 

Richard Wagstaff. 
John Okey. Rich. Wagstaff. 
S. Brown. Lord Bruce. 
Sir Hump. Winch. „ 

1663. Sir John Napier, t t). 

Bruce {a Peer,) 
Wm. Jjord Russell. Sir Hum* 

phrey Monnouz. 



Sir V. Chernock. W. Boteler. 
Hon.EiRussell. W.Dimcombe. 

„ Thos. Browne. 

4, W.Duncombe. 



* The writ for this return does not appear in the Journals of the House. 
1 1664, ^eb. The return of this member was petitioned against by Sir H. Chester, 
when the house declared Sir John Napier to be duly elected. J. qf H, qf C. Fol. 8. 

b2 
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Par. 


Members. 


Pai*. 
1747 


Members. 


1698 


Lord RusaeU.* Sir W. Oost- 


SirDanver8 0sbom,Bt. Thos. 




wick. 




Alston. 


1700 


>» >» 




1753. John, Karl of Upper 


1701 


>f »» 




Ossory, v. Osbom {ac* 


1702 


>» »• 




cepted pffice.) 


1705 


Sir Pyncent Chemocke. „ 


1754 


John, Earl of Upper Ossory. 


1707 


ff» »i 




Thomas Alston. 


17O8 


Lord Edw. Russell. 




1758. Henry Osbom, v. Os- 


1710 


>> >f 




sory (deceased.) 


171s 


tSirP. Chemocke. J. Harvey. 


1761 


Marquess of Tavistock. Robt. 


1715 


Wm. HiUersden. 




H. Ongley. 




On Petition. X John Cater, v. 




1767. Earl of Upper Ossory, 




Harvey. 




V. Tavistock (deceased). 


172^ 


Hon. Charles Leigh. Sir Row- 


1768 


Earl of Upper Ossory. R. H. 




land Alston, Bt. 




Ongley. 


1727 


Hon. Pattee Byng. 


1774 


§ „ Lord Ongley. 




1733. C. Leigh, v.ByngCaPcer.) 


1760 


„ Hon. St* Andrew 


1734 


John Spencer. Sir R. Alston, 




St John. 




Bart. , 


1784 


II >. " " 




1734. Sir Roger Burgoyne, Bt. 


1790 


f* »» 




V, Spencer {made his eleo 




1795. John Osbom, ©. Ossory 




tionfor Woodstock:) 




(a Peer.) 


1741 


Sir Roger Burgoyne, Bt. Sir 


1796 


John Osbom. Hon. St. An- 




John Chester, Bt. 




drew St. John. 



* 1698, Dec. 12. A petition of William Duncombe and T. Bramsalls, Esqn. was pre- 
sented to the House andread^ setting forth. **that at the last election of knights of the 
shire for the county, Edward. Lord Russell, and Sir William Oostwick, were returned by 
reason that votes were procured by entertainments and other illegal means, and bj Reason 
that many freeholders, who ofTered to poll fof the petitioners, were prevented by the sheriff 
and his officers ; all which proceedings were to the injury of the petitioners, who were 
candidates at the said election, and ought to have been returned, and praying," &c. Peti- 
tion rejected. J. of H, of C. Vol. 12 and 18. 

t At this election, a most fiercely contested one, all the candidates being within 20 
of each other, the poll stood, Sir P. Chemocke 1261, John Harvey 1264, John Cater 
1254, WilUam HiUersdUn 1241. 

1 1715, March 31. A petition of John Cater, Esq. was read, setting forth, '' that at 
this election, the petitioners, William HiUersden, Sir Pyncent Chemocke, and John 
Harvey, Esq. stood candidates : that the petitioner and Mr. HiUersden had a majority 
of legal votes ; but several persons voting for the said Mr. Harvey, though not qualified, 
and by the illegal practises used by Mr. Harvey and agent, there was procured a majo- 
f ity of sixteen for the latter gentleman above the petitioner, who would otherwise have had 
the majority." The rights of the petitioner admitted ; retumed accordingly. J. ^ H. qf 
C. Vol. 18. 

§ The Hoxl. Thomas Hampden, was a candidate at this election, the poll beilig, Oseoij 
1078, Ongley 986, Hampden7\5. 

II This election was contested by Lord Ongley, when the poll stood, Ossory 1050, St. 
John 974, Ongley 973. In 1785, Lord Ongley petitioned the reium to be amended in 
his favour by the correction of a mistake made in the poll owing to a vote, through the 
negligence of the sheriff, being registered for Mr. St. John, instead of Lord Ongley. 
On the question arising whether this petition related to the return or the merits of the 
return, the former was determined, the error ordered to be corrected, and Lord Ongley 
seated. Subsequently the merits of the election becoming the subject of enquiry, on the 
petition of the unseated member, which accused Lord Ongley of bribery, and which 
contained an allegation that the sheriff had admitteil many illegal votes in his (Lord 
Ongley 's) favour, and rejected many legal votes for that nobleman, which were tendered 
for Mr. St. John, the latter recovered his seat. J, ofH. ofC. Fol. 40. 
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Par. 

180^ 

1806 
1807 
1812 



1818 

1820 
1826 



Members. 



J. Osbom. Hon. St. Andrew 
St. John. 
„ Francis Pym. 

*Richard Fitzpatrick. „ 

»> f> 

1813. Marquis of Tavistock^ i;. 

Fitzpatrick (deceased.) 
Marquis of Tavistock. Sir J. 

Osbom, Bart. 
t „ Francis Pym. 



Par. 



t 



T. P. Macqueen. 



1830 
1831 

1852 

1835 
1837 
1841 



1847 



Members. 



Marq, of Tavistock . W, Stuart . 
§ „ Sir P. Payne, Bart. 

II Lord C. J. F. Russell. Wil- 
liam Stuart. 

„ liOrd Alford. 

William Astell. „ 

1846. Lord J. F. Russell, v. 

Astell (deceased.) 
Francis C. H. Russell* Lord 

Alford. 



* Mr. John Osborn contested this election ; Pjrm 1138, Fitzpatrick 1084, Osbom 1069. 
+ Sir John Osbom, Bart, was an unsuccessful candidate ; Tavistock 1458, Pym 1308, 
Osbom 1214. 
t Mr. Pym was unseated ; Macqueen 1515, Tavistock 1258, Pym 1022. 
§ Mr. Stuart lost this election ; Tavistock 1137, Payne 1073, Stuart 609. 
II Sir P* Payne was defeated ; Bussell 1937, Stuart 1871, Paj/ne 1075. ^ 



BEDFORD BOROUGH, 23 EDWARD I. 



Thb borough, market and county toWn of Bedford, situate 51 miles 
N.N.W. of London, is co-extensive with the parishes of St. Peter, St. Paul, 
St. Cuthbert, St. Mary and St. John, all in the archdeaconry of Bedford, 
and formerly in the diocese of Lincoln, but now transferred to the diocese 
of Ely. There was anciently a sixth parish, called St. Peter's Dunstable. 
Bedford borough indudes the whole of the town, which lies nearly in the 
centre, encircled by a broad belt of land ; its area is 2200 acres, and the 
population 9178, there being 1880 inhabited houses, 87 uninhabited, and 
84 building, according to the last census. 

This prescriptive borough received its first charter 2 Henry IL, when 
the town and its appurtenances were confirmed to the burgesses, on their 
paying into the king's exchequer, the fee-farm rent of £40 in value. In the 
1 Richard L, besides being confirmed in the privileges of a guild merchant, 
they were exempted from toll, pontage, stallage, passage, assarts and all 
other customs throughout England and Normandy, in Common with the 
citizens of Oxford. In the 19 Richard II. , the mayor and burgesses having 
manfully resisted malefactors in certain counties of England, late insurgents 
against the king's peace, that monarch confirmed the charter of Richard 
I., and farther granted them the right of pleading, or being impleaded, in 
all cases not affecting the crown, or the commonalty of the borough, within 
the borough — ^the burgesses were not to be put with strangers on any 
assizes, juries or inquests, so long as they should make stay within the 
borough ; no strangers with the same burgesses, nor the latter to be con- 
victed by any but their co-burgesses, unless in matters affecting the crown, 
or the commonalty of the borough. The mayor and baili^ were em- 
powered to hold twice a year a view of frank pledge. These privileges 
were confirmed 2 Henry IV., by letters patent, and again 2 Henry VI. 
From the great state of decay into which the borough had fallen in this 
reign, the burgesses were unable to pay more than £20 of their fee*farm 
rent ; by charter the remainder was remitted them for the term of 60 
years. All the above charters were reconfirmed by letters-patent, 2 Edward 
IV. and 10 Henry VII. The term of 60 years, just mentioned, expiring in 
the nineteenth year of the latter reign, upon a further petition of the in- 
habitants, who still continued in an impoverished condition, it was deter- 
mined that they should only be charged with £20 a year for the fee-ferm of 
the town. The whole of the privileges above cited, were subsequently re- 
confirmed in the 1 Henry VIII., 1 Mary, 1 Elizabeth, 3 James I., and finally 
16 Charles II., in which charter it is further ordered that the oath of su- 
premacy be taken by the corporation and burgesses, and that the king's 
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approval be demanded prior to the appointment of the recorder and town 
clerk. 

By the Municipal Eeform Act, passed in 1835, the government of the 
borough is vested in a mayor, six aldermen and eighteen councillors, under 
the tide and style of " the mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses of the town of * 
Bedford :" by the same act a commission of the peace has been granted to 
it, and the town divided into two wards. The assizes of the district and 
the quarter sessions for the town and county, are held at Lent and Mid- 
summer, in the county hall in the town. 

The principal manufactures are those of straw and lace, in which many 
women and children are employed : in the Bedford House of Industry 
flannel is also made. The amount of real property assessed in the town 
is £34,259. 12^. 3d. The quota of land tax assessed in 1798, under 
38 George III., c. 5, was £653. 14^. 1(2. From an official return made in 
1831-2, it would appear that the five parishes of the borough were assessed 
in the proportion of one- third of the actual rent as to houses, and one -half 
as to lands. Under the 59 George III., c. 12, no assessments of landlords 
were authorised. In the proportion mentioned, the rents were considered 
fairly and equally apportioned, according to the value d the property in 
the town. The Bedford Poor Law Union comprehends 44 parishes ; the 
annual expenditure on the poor for the three years prior to its estabhsh- 
ment, was £25.716 : expenditure in 1838, £10,044. 

Bedford has returned two members to Parliament since 23 Edward I. 
Prior to the Reform Act, the elective franchise was vested by an order, 
dated 12 April, 1690, in the burgesses, freemen and inhabitants being 
householders, and not receiving alms. The laws and customs affecting tlie 
burgesses and freemen of the borough are as follows — 

The office of burgess is both hereditary and elective ; every son of a 
burgess born after his father's admission, is entitled to be admitted a free- 
man, and by such admission becomes a burgess. Honorary burgesses are 
created by the common council without any restriction either as to number 
or qualification, only notice must be given at a - previous meeting of the 
council. The fees on admission by birth amount to £2. 10^. including the 
stamp. There is a payment of 14$. 8d. to the corporation fund, 7s. 8d. to 
the town clerk ; and other small fees to the inferior officers ; on admission 
by gift the latter fees are higher. The burgesses are sworn before the 
court of aldermen, and they are still required to promise in their burgess 
oath, that they "wiU utterly forsake and eschew for ever the usurped 
power and unlawful jurisdiction of the Bishop of Rome, here most justly 
aboUshed." Besides obedience to the town authorities, they promise to 
assist in the apprehension and attachment of traitors, and other offenders, 
and in bringing them to justice " for the reformation of such their mis- 
demeanours." They alone are eligible to a place in the councO, and all 
superior officers must be chosen from them. The character of the ruling 
body must therefore depend very much on the persons who compose this 
class.* 

• At the beginning of the present century, the corporation experienced a difficulty 
in finding proper persons to fill its municipal offices. In 1802, a lawyer who had been 
elected mayor refused to serve, because the council was composed of persons with whom 
he thought it below him to associate ; and he stated this reason for refusing, to the re- 
corder, the then Duke of Bedford. In the same year, the father of the present duke, 
-succeeding his brother, addressed, soon after his election, letters to several resident gen- 
tlemen ; in which, after stating his wish to conciliate the differences existing between the 
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Chronological List op Mkmbers from 1 Euw. VI. to 10 Victoria. 



Members. 



1614 

1620 
1623 
1625 



Gerard Harvey. G. Wright. 
T. Leigh. W. Godolphin. 
„ E* Mordaunt. 

Wm. Hall. Jno. Williams. 
Chas. Leigh. £d. Mordaunt. 
Th. Leigh, Geo. Gascoyne. 

>» >» 

Oliver St. John. J. Burgoyne. 
Hen. Cheke. R. Hatley. 

„ Mich. Hawtry. 

Jno. Packering. Nich. Potts. 
Wm. Boteler. T. Snagg, jun. 
Jno. Pigot. Thos. Snagg. 

„ Humph. Winch. 
Oliver Luke. „ 

Thomas Fanshawe. „ 
ITios. Hawes, sen. „ 
1606 Chris. Hatton, v. Winch 

(accepted office). 
Sir Alex. St. John, Knt. Sir 
Rowland St. John. 

„ Rich. Taylor. 

Sir B. St. John, Knt. ','. 



Par. 



1625 
1628 
1640 
1640 
1653 
1654 



1656 
1658 
1660 
1661 



1678 



Members. 



Sir B. St. John,Knt. R.Taylor. 

* ,',' Sir S. Luke, Knt. 

>» >» 

No returns. 

Bulstrode Whitlock. 

1654 T. Margetts, r. Whitlock 
{made his election for 
Woodstock). 

Thos. Margetts. 

,, Sam. Browne. 

Sir Jno. Luke. Hum. Winch. 

t Jno. Keeling. R. Taylor. 

1661 Paolet St. John, u' Keel- 
ing (accepted office,) 

1667 Sir W. Becher, Knt, v. 
Taylor (deceased), 

Paulet St. John. Sir W. F. 
Frankly n. 



1680 


ft *' 


1681 


If >» 


1685 


Sir A . Chester. Th. Christie 


1688 


Thos. Hillersden. „ 


1689 


+ 


1695 


Wm. Farrer 



* 1640. At this election there were two indentures ; in one. Sir Beauchamp St. John 
and Sir Samuel Luke were returned ; and in the other Sir Beauchamp St. John, and 
William Boteler. The controversy being therefore between Sir Samuel and Mr. 
Boteler, it was resolved, 5th Aug. 1641, *' that Sir Snmuel Luke is well elected as a 
burgess for the town of Bedford, and ought to serve as a member of the house. — 
Joum. qf H. qf C, Vol, 2. 

1 1661, May 16. Sergeant Charlton reports from the committee, concerning the se- 
veral returns for the town of Bedford, *Uhat John Keeling, Sergeant-at-Law, and 
Richard Taylor, Esq , were returned in two indentures by the mayor, bailiff and bur- 
gesses ; and that Sir Samuel Luke and Mr. Taylor were returned in another indenture 
by the mayor ; and the opinion of the committee that Sergeant Keeling ought to sit 
until the said election be determined ; to which the house agreed. — Joum, qf H, of C, 
1661. To/. 8. 

X 1690. March 29. A petition of Sir "W. Franklyn, Knt., was read, shewing that he 
was duly elected and chosen by theproper officers of this town, and the returns being made 
to the high sheriff, which he received and returned to the under-sheriff, with orders that 
he should deliver the same, without any alteration, to the clerk of the crown, which he 
carried to the clerk's office, and altered the return by tearing off the indenture from 
the precept wherein the petitioner was returned, and affixed another in the room of it, 
whereby Mr Christie with Mr. Hillersden are returned to the abuse of your petitioner 
and the said borough, whereby a double return is pretended, purposely to delay the 
petitioner from serving in the house ; and praying that the under sheriff and the 
clerk of the crown may shew cause why the return was altered, and that the precept 
may be produced, and the return of the petitioner may be received and allowed." 



— 1 



BEDFORD BOROUGn. 



11 



Par. 


Members 


Par. 


Members. 




1697 Wm. Spencer, v. Hillers- 


1710 W. Farrer, v. The same 




den (deceased.) 




(accepted office,) 


1698 


Sir Th. Alston. W. Spencer. 


1713 


t Sam. Rolt. Jno. Cater. 


1700 


Sam. Rolt. 


17)5 


W. Farrer. Jn. Thurloe Brace. 


1701 


Wm. Farrer. 




1715 W. Farrer, v. The same 


1702 


Hen. Ed. Carteret. ,. 




(accepted office.) 


1705 


* W. Farrer. W. Hillersden. 


1722 


W. Farrer. G. Huxley. 


1707 


„ Sir P. Monoux. 




1725 Jno. T, Brace, v. Huxley 




1707 Wra. Hillersden, v Mo- 




(accepted office.) 




noux (deceased). 


1727 


Jno. Orlebar. J. T. Brace. 


1708 


W. Farrer. W. Hillersden. 




J On Petition, Jas. Metcalfe, 


1710 


„ Jno. Cater, 




V. Brace. 



The committee of privileges and elections, contrary to modern practice, proceeded to 
try the merits of the election as well as that of the return, and reported* 1. *'That Sir 
William Franklyn is not duly elected a burgess to serve in the present parliament for 
the borough." 2* *' That Thomas Christie is duly elected a burgess to serve in this 
present parliament for this borough." 3. *' That the matter on the petition of Sir Wil- 
liam Franklyn, and of the returns of the burgesses for the said town, be especially re- 
ported to the housei." 

A petition of Sir William Franklyti was then offered to the house, and brought to the 
table, to the following effect : " That he was surprised by the order of the committee 
which Mr. Christie had obtained to hear the merits of the election with the matter of 
the double return, and therefore had not instructed his counsel, nor was provided for de- 
fence in that matter ; the said order being ex-parte ; and it being proposed to read the 
petition, it was refused. Then a motion was made to recommit the report, which was 
also denied.'* The several resolutions were then read a second time, and agreed to by 
the house. Ordered. 1. *' That the under-sheriff of the county of Bedford be taken 
into the custody of the sergeant-nt-arms, attending this house, for his misdemeanour 
touching the return of the burgesses to serve in this present parliament for this borough.'* 
2. "That the mayor of the town be taken into custody of the sergeant-at-arms attend- 
ing this house, for his misdemeanour in the late elections of burgesses to serve in this 
present parliament for this borough.'* 3. "That the mayor and bailiffs of this town 
do attend the house on Monday next, to amend the return of burgesses to serve in this 
present parliament for this borough ; and that the clerk of the crown do there also at- 
tend with the said return." Resolved, '* That after a return made into the crown office 
of members to serve in Parliament, the same shall not be altered by the sheriff or clerk 
of the crown, or any other but the house.'* — Joftm. of H. of C. Vol. 10. 

* 1705, Nov. 2. A petition of Samuel Holt, Esq. was read, shewing that the peti- 
tioner was a candidate at the last election of members to ser\'e in Parliament for this 
town, but by bribery measures and other indirect practices. Sir Philip Monoux and 
William Farrer, Esq., procured a considerable majority of votes over the petitioner; 
and praying, &c. Ordered^ " To be referred to the committee of privileges and elec- 
tions to examine the matters, and report it with their opinion." No determination en- 
tered on the journals. — Joum. of H. of C. Vol. 15. 

f 1713, March 15. A petition of William Farrer. Esq. was read, shewing, that at the 
election for this borough, where the petitioner and Samuel Rolt, Esq. were candidates, 
that Mr. Bolt, at the time of the said election, was not qualified according to act of 
parliament, and that the petitioner had the majority ; notwithstanding which, the mayor 
and bailiffs of the said borough did unduly elect and return the said Mr, Rolt, in wrong 
of the petitioner ; and praying, &c. Ordered^ ** To be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matters, and report it with their opinion." No 
determination entered on the journals. — Joum. of H of C. Vol. 16. 

1 1727-8. At this election there were four candidates, John Orlebar (who polled 240.) 
J. T. Brace (236), Samuel Ongley (465), and James Metcalfe (462). Petition of 
Samuel Ongley and James Metcalfe, Esqs. referred ; instruction to hear it on a certain 
day. Petition of several burgesses, freemen, and inhabitants referred ; instruction to hear 
it at the same time the above petition is heard ; order for hearing. Reports to be made. 
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Par. 


Members. 


Par. 
1754 


Members. 




* 1730 Sir J. V. Sambrooke, 


Fr. Herne. Rob. H. Ongley. 




Bart., V.Metcalfe (deceased.) 


1761 


„ Rich. Vernon. 


1734 


Sir J. V. Sambrooke, Bart. 




1764 Richard Vernon, v. The 




Sam. Ongley. 




same (^accepted office.) 




1740 Sir B.Chernocke, cSam- 


1768 


Samuel Whitbread. Richard 




brooke (deceased). 




Vernon. 


1741 


Sir B. Chemocke. Bart. Sam. 


1774 


Sir Wm. Wake, Bart. Robt. 




Ongley. 




Sparrow. 


1747 


Thos. Gore. Jno. Offley. 




t On Petition, Whitbread, 
V. Sparrow. 



Resolved^ '* That Samuel Ongley, having an office touching the collecting the customs 
at the time of the election of burgesses, is incapable to sit in parliament for the said 
borough. That Mr. Orlebar and Mr. Metcalfe are duly elected, that John Thurloe 
Brace, Esq. is not duly elected. Return to be amended." Question, "That the late 
mayor is guilty of a violation of the laws, for presenting &lse returns." Negative — 
Returns amended. — Joum, of H. iff C. Vol. 21. 

• 1730. Feb. 19. A petition of Thomas Browne, Doctor of Physic, presented to the 
bouse and read ; setting forth that at the last election of a burgess to serve in this par- 
liament for the borough of Bedford, in the room of James Metcalfe, Esq.. deceased, 
Sir Jeremy Vanacker Sambrooke, Bart., and the petitioner stood candidates ; where 
many persons were admitted to poll for Sir Jeremy who had no right to vote, and 
many other corrupt and illegal practices were used by, for and in favour of him, in 
order to procure him to be chosen and returned, and he is returned, though the peti- 
tioner was duly elected and ought to have been returned, and praying, ficc." Ordered 
to be heard at the bar. Leave given to withdraw it. — Joum. of H. of C. Vol. 21. 

t This election was contested by Sir William Wake, Bart., (who polled 527.) 
Robert Sparrow (517,) Samuel Whitbread (409^) John Howard (402). As the 
influence of the Bedford family about this period received a severe shock, we will here 
concisely give its history. The corporation, whom the then Duke of Bedford had 
offended, in order to destroy his interest in this town, created, as we have elsewhere 
observed, a great number of honorary freemen, among whom, were the late Sir Robert 
Barnard, Mr. Alderman Townsend, John Home Tooke, Esq., and several more inde- 
pendent gentlemen, traders, yeomen and freemen. The first of these they chose 
Recorder ; and the borough seemed to have entirely emancipated itself from aristocra- 
tic influence. A petition was however presented in 1774 by Mr. Whitbread and Mr. 
Howard, against the election of Sir William Wake, Bart, and Robert Sparrow, Esq., 
in which the petitioners disputed the right of such burgesses and freemen as were non- 
resident, which they supported on the last determination of the House on the 12th 
April, 1690. The committee were of opinion that the words of the above resolution 
*' being householders'* do not refer to the burgesses and freemen, but to the inhabitants 
only. The chairman also added, although not in the formal words of a resolution, 
that the committee were already of opinion that the objection of occasionality would 
not be with freemen resident or non-resident, made above a year before the election. 
By this determination, the independent freemen made in 1768, the time above alluded 
to, were all declared legal electors of the borough. This important question being thus 
decided in favour of Wake and Sparrow, the sitting members, the petitionen proceeded 
to establish certain voters who had been refused on the ground of pauperism, and 
several decisions were made, which being contrary to former decisions, it may be 
proper to state. The first question was, whether persons having received a charity 
within a year before the election were entitled to vote ? The committee determined 
that persons receiving Sir William Harper's, (a native of this county, who, in temp, 
Elizabeth, founded a free school of charity), are not thereby disqualified. This point 
was in favour of the petitioners Whitbread and Howard. A question next arose of 
similar importance respecting inhabitants coming to reside within the several parishes 
in the town of Bedford, with certificates from other parishes, having a right to vote. 
These, by agreement of counsel were admitted not to come under the description of 
paupers, and were consequently added to the roll of the petitioners. The counsel for 
the petitioners then endeavoured to support, and the counsel for the sitting members 
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Par. 


Members. 


Par. 
1820 


Members. 


1780 


* Sam. Whitbread. Sir Wm. 


ff »» 




Wake, Bart. 


1826 


i» »» 


1784 


„ Wm. Colhoun. 


1830 


X „ Capt. Fred. Pol- 


1790 


t S. Whitbread, jun. „ 




hai. 


1796 


*» 99 


1831 


>f >f 


1802 


„ W. Lee AntODie. 


1832 


§ Wm. H. Whitbread. Sam. 


1806 


»* »» 




Crawley. 


1807 


>» »» 


1835 


II Capt. F, Polhill. 


1812 


„ Hon. Geo. Wm. 


1837 


f „ Henry Stuart. 




Russell. 




On Petition, S. Crawley, v. 




1815 Hon.Wm.Waldegrave, 




Stuart. 




t;. Whitbread (deceased J 


1841 


** Capt. F. Polhill. H . Stuart. 


1818 


Wm. H. Whitbread. Lord 
Geo, Wm. Russell. 


1847 


tt Sir Harry Verney, Bt. „ 



to oppose, on the same grounds — 1. Persons having received a charity called Hawe's 
charity. — 2. Welbom's charity. — 3. The masters and brethren of St. John's Hospital. 
—4. Freemen who have received parish relief within a year before the election. — 6. 
Freemen who had an incohate right to their freedom, but were admitted contrary to 
the accustomed mode of admission, and within a year before the election. On the 
above question, the committee determined that such as had received Hawe's charity and 
were masters and brethren of St. John's Hospital, were not thereby disqualified — but 
that such as had received Welbom's charity, and had received alms, meaning thereby 
parochial relief, within twelve months prior to the election, were disqualified ; and 
lastly, that they would not reject any person*8 vote for receiving alms within the said 
year preceding the election. In consequence of these decisions, Sir Wm. Wake, one 
of the sitting members, and Samuel Whitbread, one of the petitioners, were declared 
duly elected. J. of H, qf C, Vol. 35. 

♦ A contested election. Whitbread, 673; Wake, 421 ; J. Kenrick, 304. 

i* A contested election, in which John Payne, Esq. was the unsuccessful candidate. 
He presented a petition in 1791, which he renewed again in 1792, February 1, setting 
forth, that at the election many unwarrantable practices were made use of by Mr. 
Whitbread and his friends, to procure a colourable majority for that gentleman, among 
which were iM-ibery, the admission on the part of the mayor of illegal votes and the 
rejection of legal ones tendered for the petitioner. Petition rejected. — Joum, of 
H, qf C, Vols, 46 & 47. 

X Election contested. Whitbread, 515; Polhill, 491 ; Lord John Russell, 490; 
Mr. Whitbread and Lord John voted for themselves. 

§ A contested election. Whitbread, 599 ; Crawley, 486 ; Capt, F. Polhill, 483. 

1833, February 8. A petition of certain electors read, praying the return of Capt. 
Polhill in the room of Samuel Crawley, on the grounds that many persons' names were 
entered on the register of voters who were not entitled to vote, and that Mr. Crawley 
was guilty of bribery, Ac. — Ordered, ** That the sitting member is duly elected, and 
that 42 names should be struck off the list of voters. — Joum. qf H, qf C, Vol. 88. 

II A contested election ; Polhill 490, Crawley 403, W. Whitbread 383. 

t Election contested. Polhill, 467 ; Stuart, 419 ; Samuel Crawley, 412. Sflit 
VoTBS, Polhill and Stuart, 391 ; Polhill and Crawley, 70 ; Stuart and Crawley, 22 ; 
Registered electors, 1 192, voted 815. 

1837, December 4. A petition of certain electors of the borough read, praying the 
return of Samuel Crawley, Esq. in the room of Henry Stuart, Esq., on the grounds 
that several persons* names were admitted on the register of voters who were not legally 
entitled to vote, and that Mr. Stuart and his agents were guilty of bribery, &c. The 
return ordered to be amended in favour of Mr. Crawley, by striking off the names of 
35 persons, who were not qualified to vote at the election. — Joum. qf H. of C. vol. 92. 

«« Election contested. ...Polhill, 433; Stuart, 421; W. U. Whitbread, 4\0. Spuf 
Votes, Polhill and Smart, 393 j Polhill and Whitbread, 37 ; Stuart and Whitbread, 
22 ; Registered electors 873. 
* ft A contested election. Sir Harry Verney, 453 ; Stuart, 432 ; Capt. Polhill, 39? \ 
Registered electors 1 136. 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS, 

GENEALOGICALLY AND BIOGRAPHIC ALLY ANNOTATED. 



Alford, Viscount, has sat for the county since 1835. Hit Lordship, the 
eldest son of John Cust, Earl of Browulow, whose family hat been seated 
nearly fite hundred years at Pinchbeck, in Lincolnshire, (which see) was 
born 15 Oct. 1812, graduated at Magdalen College, Cambridge, where he 
was drd class in classics in 1833, and married 10 Feb. 1841, the Lady 
Marianne, daughter of the 2nd Marquis of Northampton. The Viscount's 
grand -uncle bequeathed him a large fortune on condition that he obtained 
a marquesate or dukedom. He is Lieut. -Col. of the South Lincoln Militia. 
His Lordship's uncle, the Hon. and Rev. Henry Cockayne Cust, is lord 
of the manor of Cockayne- Hatley, in this county. Of conservative principles, 
his Lordship supported, in 1846, the cause of agricultural protection, and 
is opposed to the endowment of the Roman Catholic clergy. 

The Custs have generally been returned for places in Lincolnshire, as 
also in Cornwall, Devonshire, and Lancashire. 

Alston. This ancient family, claiming Saxon descent, is mentioned so 
early as the reign of Edward L Its estates in this county consisted of the 
manors of Odell, Pavenham, Carlton, and Steventon— ^the former it received 
by purchase from the Chetwodes in the seventeenth century ; it is now in 
the possession of Justinian Alston, Esq. ; the parish church contains some 
fine monuments to the family. Pavenham passed into it from the Tjrring- 
hams ; Thomas Abbot Green, Esq., is the present lord of the manor. 
Carlton it held for a considerable time, as also Steven ton ; the former is 
now held by the Hon. Rice Trevor, M.P., and the latter by Justinian 
Alston, Esq. Sir Thomas Alston, Knt. of Odell, who was High- Sheriff of 
the county in 1641, was created a Baronet by Charles L, 13 June, 1642. 
His grandson,—* 

Sir Thomas, sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1 698, and, dying 
unmarried in 1714, was succeeded in the Baronetcy by his brother, — 

Sir Rowland, who sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1722-27-34. 
In the first and third of these returns, he stood two severe contests. In 
1 733, we find the Baronet voting in favour of Sir Robert Walpole's famous 
plan of revenue reform, which proposed subjecting the duties on wine and 
tobacco to the laws of excise. The debate which ensued upon the state- 
ment of this scheme to the house is one of the warmest on record. After 
a contest protracted till two o'clock in the morning, an hour at that time 
considered extremely late, the question was put and carried in the afiirm- 
ative by 266 voices against 205. In the following year, Sir Rowland's 
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name again appears among the majority who voted against Mr. Bromley's 
motion for the Repeal of the Septennial Act, " as a flagrant encroachment 
upon the rights of the people, having a dangerous tendency to increase the 
influence of the crown, and being actually productive of the most baneful 
effects." The Baronet married Elizabeth, only daughter of Capt. Thomas 
Kajmes, and dying 2nd January, 1759, was succeeded by his eldest son,— 
Sir Thomas, who had previously sat for the county in the Parliaments 
q/" 1747-54. This gentleman, of tory principles, died 18th January, 1774, 
leaving no issue. He was succeeded by his brother. Sir Rowland^ on whose 
death, in 1790, without legitimate offspring, the Baronetcy became extinct. 

Antonie, William Lbb, sat for the borough in the Parliaments of 
1802-6-7, and previously for Great Marlow in 1790. This gentleman, 
the son of Wm. Lee, of Totter idge Park, co. Herts, and grandson of Sir 
Wm. Lee, formerly Chief Justice of the King's Bench, obtained the elegant 
mansion of Colworth House, in the parish of Sharnbrook, by bequest from 
Richard Antonie, Esq., into whose family this property came about the 
year 1700. Having purchased the manor of Little Marlow from Sir John 
Borlase Warren, Mr. Antonie obtained a local influence, which occasioned 
his return for the borough of Great Marlow in 1790. He served the office 
of High Sheriff of Bedford in 1788. As the colleague of Mr. Whitbread, 
we find him invariably voting on all questions of importance with that emi- 
nent commoner. He died m September, 1825, in the 58th year of hia 
age. Colworth House is now the seat of Hollingworth Magnaic, Esq. 

AsTBLL, Sir William, sat for the county in the Parliament of 1841, 
and previously for Bridgewater, Somersetshire, from 1807 to 1832. This 
gentleman, who assumed the surname of Astell (borne by his maternal 
uncle who died issueless) in 1807, was the second son of Godfrey Thornton, 
Esq. High Sheriff of the county, whose family estates consisted of the 
manors of Moggerhanger, Charlton, and South Mills, in the parish of 
Blunham, — of Thomcote, Hatch, Brookend, and Budner, in Northill 
parish, — ^and of Beeston, in Sandy parish ; all of which are at present 
enjoyed by Stephen Thornton, Esq. of Moggerhanger. The county member, 
who was bom 13 October, 1774, was elected a Director of the East India 
Company on the 29th January, 1800, and was by far the senior member 
of the Court ; he has frequently filled the chair ; his other appoii\tments 
were, — Colonel of the Royal East India Volunteers, Deputy Lieutenant for 
Bedfordshire, and Chairman of the Russian Company and of the Great 
Northern Railway. He was also a large shareholder in other commercial 
undertakings. In 1836, he was presented by his former Bridgewater con- 
stituents with two very elegant candelabra as a testimony of their high 
regard of his public conduct during the twenty-six years that he represented 
that borough, and his firm attachment to the constitution in the Church 
and State. In politics, Mr. Astell was a consistent conservative of the old 
school. He voted against the Reform BiU, the Roman Catholic Relief 
Bill, and the free- trade measures of Sir Robert Peel. He was also favour- 
ably disposed to railways. On the question in 1844, as to the recall of 
Lord Ellenborough from his post in India, he declared in the house, that 
although connected for forty-five years with Indian affairs, he would not 
answer for the line of conduct pursued by the Court of Directors. Mr, 
Astell, who married in 1800, Sarah, only daughter of John Harvey, Esq. 
of Ickwellbury, in this county, died March 7, 1847, and was succeeded by 
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his SOD, the present Richard William Astell, Esq. of Everton House, 
HuatingdoDshire, Ldeut.- Colonel in the Grenadier Guards. 

Bedford, Samuel, $at for the county in the CromwelUan Parliaments of 
1654-56. He was the brother of James Bedford, Rector of Blunsham 
and Erith, in Huntingdonshire, mentioned in Wood's Athena Oxoniensis. 
His father was minister of Clifton in Bedfordshire. Mr. Bedford was a 
Justice of the Peace for this county, and also, in the time of Cromwell, a 
Receiver of the Revenues, to which office was attached the salary of £300 
per annum. His name appears among those who voted for a King, and 
that that title and the crown should be offered to Cromwell. He was 
one of the committee who waited upon the Protector, in 1657, with this 
proposition. 

Becher, Sir William, sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1661. 
The Bechers, who were of Howbery, in Renhold, as early as Henry VHI. 
possessed considerable estates in that neighbourhood, which were sold 
about the year 1780, to the Polhills. Though not extinct, they have no 
longer any property in the county. In the interior of the parish church of 
All Saints, there are some monuments in white marble in memory of them. 
William, of this family, served the office of High Sheriff of Bedford, 
10 James I. Sir William, the borough member, was returned to Parlia- 
ment on the demise of Mr. Taylor in 1667. His name appears among the 
list of those who were named as fit and qualified to be made Knights of 
TUB Rotal Oak, an order which was intended by Charles 11. as a reward 
to several of his followers, but it was thought advisable to lay it aside, lest 
it might create feuds and animosities^ which it was at that time considered 
prudent to allay. 

BoTELER. The family of Boteler was settled at Biddenham for ten 
generations. Its estates consisted of the manors of Bromham, derived 
from the Wakes, of Higham-Gk)bion, obtained by maniage with the Gobions 
in ISO I, a property which it preserved for many generations, — of Mepper> 
shall, which devolved to it by marriage with the Meppershalls in the 
fifteenth century, — ^the principal manor of Sharnbrook, where it was seated 
for a length of time, but which was ultimately sold by Sir Philip Boteler. 
Bart, of Teston, in Kent, to Admiral Cornish, — ^the manor of Tofte, held 
by a grant from the crown^ but which with Temple. Hills Was also sold to 
Admiral Cornish,^ — ^part of the manor of Souldrop, similarly disposed of, — 
the manor of Streatly, obtained by the marriage with the Gobions above 
alluded to, which ultimately descended to the Nodes, — and the manor of 
Hoo, likewise disposed of to Admiral Cornish. The family removed, in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, to Teston, in Kent. In the visitation of 
that county, temp, James, they were designated as " Right Worshipful and 
ancient " Wm. Philipot, rouge-dragon, marshal, and deputy for said county, 
to William Camden, Clarencieux King at arms. The Botelers served the 
office of High Sheriff of Bedford and Bucks, 6 & 13 Edw. IV. and High 
Sheriff of Bedford, 13 Charles I. and 3 William and Mary. 

William sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1586. 

Sir William, Knt. sat for the county in the CromwelUan Parliaments 
of ] 654-56. In what relationship this gentleman stands to the Botelers of 
Teston we are unable to state, as he is clearly not the Sir William Boteler 
mentioned in Collins' Baronetage, who was created a Baronet, 17 Charles I. 
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and who is mentioned by Clarendon, in his History of the Rebellion, as 
having raised and armed a regiment in the service of the king, and as 
having fallen at the battle of Cropedy-Bridge, 29 June, 1644. 
William sat for the county in the Parliament of 1685. 

Bracb, John Thuklob, sat for the borough, in the Parliament of 1715-^2. 
Mr. Brace was seized, in right of his mother, in 1735, of the estate of 
Astwood. in Buckinghamshire, holden as of the manor of Newport-Pagnell 
and Henow, of Ampthill. As will be seen on reference to our Chronological 
List of Members for this borough> Mr. Brace succeeded to his seat in the 
Parliament of 1722, on the acceptance of office of his predecessor, Mr. 
Huxley, in l/^Sj His re-election in 1727, was declared to be void. On 
the motion being made in 1716, for a bill to repeal the Triennial Act, and 
making Parliament septennial, Mr. Brace voted with the majority in its 
favour. In 1719, he declared himself in favour of the motion for strength- 
ening the Protestant Interest, and in the December of the same year, voted 
for the Peerage Bill. He was the son of Francis Brace, Attomey-at-Law> 
of Bedford, by Anne, daughter of John Thurloe, Esq., the well-known Se- 
cretary of Oliver Cromwell. 

Browne. The possessions of this family in Bedfordshire, consisted of the 
manors of Astwick, disposed of to Michael Angelo Taylor, Esq. — of Littlfe 
Barford or Berkford, subsequently the property of the WilHamsons— K)f Bal- 
dock — and of Longford. 

Samuel sat for the borough, in the Cromwellian Parliament of l65S, 
and for the county in the Parliament of 1660. He was a Sergeant-at-Law. 
In the parish church of Arlesey, there is erected a monument to the memory 
of a Sir Samuel Browne, th« son of Nicholas Browne, Esq. of Polebrook, 
Northamptonshire, by a granddaughter of Oliver, Lord St. John. This 
gentleman, who received the honour of knighthood, was one of the Judge* 
of the Court of Common Pleas. In the house he ejcerted himself much 
against Archbishop Laud, being the person who carried up the attaindelf 
against that prelate to the House of Lords, a.d. 1644. He was also one 
of the Commissioners appointed to treat with the King in the Isle of Wight» 
and in October 1648, was made a Sergeant-at-Ijaw, one of the Justices of 
the Common Pleas, and a Commissioner of the Great Seal. On 3rd Nov* 
1660, he was restored or confirmed in his office of Justice of the Com- 
mon Pleas, and d, in 1668, being then in the possession of lands at Ayles« 
bury, Bucks. 

Thomas, sat for the county, in the Parliament of 1689. 

Bruce, Lord, sat for the county, in the Parliaments of 1660-1. Prior to 
the purchase of their lands in this county, by John, Duke of Bedford, in 
1738, we find the' Bruces in possession of considerable local influence. In 
1613 they became lessees of the manor of AmpthilL In 1630, Houghton 
Park was granted in fee to Lord Bruce, and was for a considerable time the 
county seat of his descendants^ who were Earls of Elgin and Ailesbury. 
In reference to this fact. Fuller observes, " that Toddington, Ampthill, (by 
which he means Houghton Park, the seat of the Earls of Ailesbury, partly 
in Ampthill parish) and Wobum, carried away the credit among the houses 
of the nobility." The other possessions of the Bruces in this county, con- 
sisted of the manors of Moulden, sold to them by Sir Thomas Dacre, in 
1635 ; of Ragons, with lands in Pulloxhill and Fhtton^ purchased of the 
Hill family in 1691 ; of Rennoz, sold by the Bloficlds, in 1704; and of 
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Camelton-oam-Shefford, which, as parcel of the honour of AmpthiU, was 
for many years leased to theso. 

As we shall have to speak further of this fiiinfly, in oar account of Wilt* 
«HiKE, (for Marlhoroagh, in which county it has most generally returned 
memhers to Parliament,) we shall here confine ourselves to the noble repre- 
sentative of Bedfordshire. His lordship, the eldest son of Thomas, 3rd Lord 
Bruce, of Kinloss, and 1st Earl of Elgin, whom'he succeeded in 1 663, was, 
with Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Cleveland, on 26 July, 1660, constituted 
jointly or separately, lord lieutenant of the county. Having adheied to 
the fortunes of Charles I., throughout the Great Rebellion, we find his 
lordship's name among the list of peers and commoners, who proceeded to 
the Hague, to solicit the return of that monarch's son to the throne. "These 
persons," says Clarendon, " presented the humble invitation and supphca- 
tion of the parliament, that his majesty would be pleased to return, and take 
the government of the kingdom into his hand ; where he should find all pos- 
sible affection, duty and obedience from all his subjects ; and lest his return, 
so much longed for, might be retarded by the want of money, to discharge 
those debts, which he could not but have contracted, they presented from the 
parliament the sum of fifty thousand pounds to his majesty, having like- 
wise order to pay the sum of ten thousand pounds to the Duke of York, 
and five tliousand to the Duke of Gloucester, which was a very good supply 
to their several necessities. The king treated all the committee very gra- 
ciously together, and every one of them severally and particularly, very 
obligingly." As a reward for his services. Lord Bruce was created, 1 8 
March, 1663-4, Baron Brucr, of Skelton, in the county of York; Vis- 
count Brucb, of Ampthill, in the county of Bedford, and Earl of Ailes- 
BURT, in the county of Bucks. On March 29, 1697> he was constituted sole 
lord heutenant of this county, on the death of the Earl of Cleveland, and 
the king, in the same year, having promised both houses of parliament that 
he would constitute commissioners for taking the amount of such monies, as 
had been raised and assigned to his majesty, during the late war with the 
Dutch, his lordship was one of the six peers, who with twelve of the House 
of Commons, were commissioned for that enquiry. On 18 October, 1678, 
he was sworn of the Privy Council, to his majesty, and in the same reign 
was one of the gentlemen of the royal bedchamber, and in commission for 
executing the office of earl marshal of England, as deputy to Henry, Duke 
of Norfolk. On the accession of James II. to the throne, he was one of 
the lords, who at the coronation, 23 April, 1685, bore St. Edward's staflT, 
and on July SO following was appointed lord chamberlain of his house- 
hold ; but in October 20, of the same year, died much lamented at his house 
at Ampthill, and was buried in the columbarium, beneath the mausoleum 
attached to the parish church of Moulden. In pourtraying his character, 
Mr, Wood, in his Oxoniensis, observes — ** He was a learned person, and 
otherwise well qualified ; was well versed in English history and suitiquities, 
a lover of all such as were professors of these studies, and a curious collector 
of manuscripts, especially of those which related to England, and English 
antiquities. Besides also, he was a lover of the regular clergy, as those of 
Bedfordshire and Bucks know well enough.*' 

Burgotnr. " This,*' says Collins in his Baronetage, " is certainly a 
family of great antiquity, and has been long seated in this county ; (accord- 
ing to tradition, ever since King John's time) whether they are the younger 
branch of the Burgoynes, that were anciently seated at Impington and 
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Long Stanton, in the county of Cambridge, or whethef those seated there 
were descended from this branch, we cannot determine." Tbis family, one 
of the most ancient in Bedfordshire, first appears on record, as possessed 
of lands in the county, about the year 1456, when William Burgoyne died 
seized of part of the manor of Wooton. Richard Burgoyne, who died 
in 1463, had the manor of Bozems, in Wooton and other lands : Thomas, 
who died in 1516, and Was buried at Sutton> is the first who appears to 
have been connected with that parish ; the family, apparently not becoming 
possessed of the manor> till after the year 1568, when it was probably pur- 
chased from the Powleys. The other manors which passed into this family 
were those of i?otton, afterwards disposed of to the Torringtons, and sub- 
sequently to the Whitbreads ; and Hasells, which belonged to them as 
early as the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and sold by John Burgoyne, 1633. 
The members of this family, who have served the office of high sheriff" of 
the county, are, Roger, 14 James I. ; John, 16 Charles I. ; Sir John, 12 
William and Mary, and Sir John, in 1820. A baronetcy was conferred 
on the family, in the person of Sir John Burgoyne, M.P. for Warwick- 
shire, (which see), who was raised to that dignity 15 July, 1641. The 
present representative is Sir John Montague Burgoyne, three of whose 
ancestors have been returned to the Commons House for the county and 
its borough, viz. — 

John, who sat for the borough, in the Parliament of 1562. 

Sir Roger, Bart., who sat for the county, in the 2nd Parliament of 1640, 
(returned on the elevation of Lord Wentworth, to the peerage), and for 
Warwickshire, in 1656. This gentleman, the son of the first baronet, had 
the honour of knighthood conferred on him, in the life -time of his father. 
In 1643, he subscribed the famous league and covenant entered into with 
the Scotp, for th« preservation of the Protestant religion. He died 16 Sept. 
1677' From the inscription over his tomb, in the church of Sutton, he 
appears to have been a man ** without blemish, in performing all the duties 
of religion, of singular prudence and sincerity ^ munificent to the needy, to 
others hospitable, candid and courteous to all men." Dr. Stillingfleet, in a 
<X)mplimentary address, dedicated his Origines SAca£ to him, as his most 
honoured friend and patron. 

Sir Roger, Bart., who sat for the county, in the Parliaments of 17 S4'4l, 
was the sixth baronet, and a commissioner of the navy victualling office, 
from 1752 to the period of his death in 1781. On the occasion of the 
memorable debate in 1 742, as to whether the Hanoverian troops should be 
taken into British pay. Sir Roger voted with the minority against the Hano- 
verians. The baronet was first cousin to the Right Hoij. General Burgoyne, 
M.P. for Preston, (for whom, Bee Lancashire.) 

Btng, Hon. Pati-ee, sat for the county in the Parliaments of iy27» 
and resigned his seat on succeeding his father, (one of the most distin- 
guished officers in the naval annals of Great Britain,) as 2nd Yiscounfi 
Torrington in 1 733, having previously represented Plymouth in the par- 
liaments of 1715*22. The first viscount, whose family appears to have been 
seated in Kent (which see), purchased an estate in SouthiU parish^ in this 
county, which was sold to the late Mr. Whitbread in 1795. The .present 
lord of the manor of Southill is Lord Ongley* In 1729. Mr. Fattee 
Byng voted for granting £115,000 for making good the arrears of the 
civil list. As the parliamentary services of this gentleman are more con- 
nected with his seat for Plymouth, further particulars will be given of him 
in our account of Devonshire* c 2 
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CA.UTBRET, Hon. Edward, sat for the borough in the Parliament of 
170^, having previously represented Huntingdon in the Parliament of 
1695, (on the demise, in 1697, of Richard Montague, Esq.,) and subse- 
quently Bere- Alston, in the Parliament of 1715, succeeding to the repre- 
sentatk)n of that borough on the appointment, in 17 17. of its previous 
member, Oratio Walpole, Esq., to the office of surveyor and auditor- 
general of his majesty's revenues arising in America. Mr. Carteret 
resigned this seat on being constituted, 4 April, 172 If joint post master- 
general with Galfridus Walpole, Esq. The duties of this office he con- 
tinued to execute till the period of his death, which took place 15 April, 
1739. When in Parliament, he voted in 1704, with the majority, against 
tacking on the Occasional Conformity Bill to the Land Tax Bill, and in 
1719, for the bill for strengthening the Protestant interest, and against 
the Peerage Bill. The family of CaVteret derived its surname from the 
seigniory of Carteret in Normandy, of which it formerly held the lordship. 
The borough member's grandfather. Sir George, purchased the manor of 
Hawnes, in this county, in 1 667, of Sir Humphrey Winch. This gentle* 
man, a naval officer of high reputation, and a royalist, was created a 
baronet 9 May. 1645; he was appointed Governor of Jersey, and at the 
breaking out of the civil war held the office of comptroller of the navy. 
His defence of Elizabeth castle in that island procured him great fame, 
as the fortress was the last that lowered the royal baimer. At the restor- 
ation he was appointed vice- chamberlain. Dying in 1679, he was suc- 
ceeded by his eldest son, Sir Philip, who eminently distinguished himself 
in the civil wars, and was knighted by King Charles II. on his arrival in 
Jersey. He was governor of Mount Orgueil castle at the time of its siege 
and surrender (owing to its neglected condition) in 1651 to the Parliament- 
arians, who, contrary to their usual custom, restored to him, on petition, his 
lands, which otherwise would have been considered as confiscated. In 
the famous sea-fight, ^8 May, 167*2, off Solebay, with the Dutch fleet, 
Sir Philip was present in the Royal James with his father-in-law. Lord 
Sandwich, vice-admiral of England. That vessel, after sustaining a 
fierce engagement of five hours with two Dutch men-of-war, one of them 
commanded by Rear- Admiral De Ruyter, which were bravely repulsed, was 
finally blown up, when all on board perished. Sir Philip left, besides the 
borough member above mentioned and a son Philip, captain of marines, 
lost at sea in 1693, another and an elder son Sir George, who was created 
Baron Cartkret of Hawnes in 168 1, a title which became extinct in 
1776, when Henry Frederick, second son of Thomas, Viscount Weymouth, 
inheriting Hawnes and other estates, took the name of Carteret, and, in 
1784 was created Baron Carteret of Hawnes. The present Lord Carteret 
is lord of the manor of Hawnes and Wilhamsted, he succeeded his brother 
as 3rd Baron in 1838. For the members of this family (the Thtnnes) 
who have served in Parliament. — See Cornwall, Dorsetshire, Hkrb- 

FORDSHIRE, SOMRRSRTSHIRB, STAFFORDSHIRE, WILTSHIRE. 

Cater. This family, possessed formerly of the manors of Kempston- 
Daubeney and Kempston- Hardwick in this county, has since sold its 
estates,, and no longer enjoys any local influence. Wilham Cater, of 
Kempston, served the office of High Sheriff of the county 6 Charles I. 
as did also James in the 2nd William and Mary. 

Edward, sat for the county in the Cromwellian Parliament of 1653. 

John, sat for the borough in the Parliaments of 1710-13, and for the 
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cou7}ttf in the Parliament of 1715- This gentleman voted in 1713 against 
the French Commerce Bill, in 1714 against the expulsion of Mr. Steele,* in 
1716* for the Septennial act and repeal of the Triennial, in 1719 for the 
bill for strengthenuig the Protestant interest, and in the same year in 
favour of the Peerage Bill. He died 16 March, 1734. 

Chernocke. This ancient and once wide spreading family, the only 
remaining representative of which are the Smiths of Aspley, received the 
honour of a baronetcy 21 May, 1661, in the person of Sir John Chernocke, 
of Hulcott. It has been long seated in Lancashire : its first member, who 
settled in Bedfordshire, was Robert Chernocke, Esq., who purchased the 
seat of Hulcott about the year 1500. This with the manors of Beadlon 
in Clophill parish, and of Salford, passed on the demise of the last baronet, 
and failure of male issue, into the family of Hervey of Chilton, in Bucks, 
as heir in the female line. It is now divided between the representatives 
of the Chernocke family, who are lay rectors and impropriators of Salford 
great tithes. In the interior of Hulcott church are monuments to the 
family from the time of Henry VIII. to the present day. Richard Cher- 
nocke served the office of High Sheriff 26-28-43 Elizabeth ; as did also 
S2 Charles IL 

Sir Villiers, Bart., who sat for the county in the Parliament of 1685, 
and who succeeded his father as second baronet in 1680. Dying in 1694, 
he was succeeded by his son — 

Sir Pyncbnt, who sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1705-7-13, 
and who was High Sheriff of the same in 1703. He died lO September, 
1734, and was succeeded by his eldest son — 

Sir BoT^LBH, who sat for the borough in the Parliaments of 1734-41. 
being returned to the former on the demise of Sir J. V. Sambrooke, Bart, 
in 1740. He voted in 1742 against taking the Hanoverian troops into 
British pay. Sir Boteler died about 1756, when he was succeeded by his 
son Sir Villiers, on whose death in 1779, without issue, the baronetcy 
became extinct. 

Cheee, Henry, sat for the borough in the Parliaments of 1571-2. 
The family of Cheke was originally of Motston, in the Isle of Wight. 
John Cheke, one of the taost learned men of the age in which he lived, 
was Greek Professor at Cambridge, knight of the garter, and preceptor 
to King Edward VI. in 1551, chamberlain of the exchequer, secretary of 
state, &c. Dying in 1557, he left, with other sons, Henry, the above named 
borough member, who married Frances, daughter of Sir Humph. Ratcliffe, 
of Elstow, in this county, and sister of Edward Ratcliffe, Baron Fitzwalter, 
and Earl of Sussex, who died without issue in 1643, whereupon Sir 
Thomas Cheke, Knt., son of the said Frances, laid claim to the Barony of 
Fitzwalter. 

Chbney, Sir Henky, Knt., sat for the county in the Parliament of 15/2. 
when he resigned hid seat on being summoned to the House of Peers as 
Baron Cheney, of Toddington, in the county of Bedford, 8 May, 15/2. 
Speaking of this family, Duodalb observes : — " Though none of this 
name stood rankt with the peers of this realm until the time of King 
Henry VII., yet were they of eminent note many ages before." Tiieir 

^ For particulars of this affair, see Memoir of Mb. Steele in our account of 
Hajupsuirb. 
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possessions in this county consisted of the manors of Upper Dean, held 
by them for many generations, of Toddington, Chalgrave and Harlington, 
which came to them by the marriage of Sir Thomas Cheney, Knt., with 
Anne, daughter and coheir of Sir John Broughton. This Sir Thomas 
appears to have been a person of great chiyakic renown in the reign of 
Henry VIIL ; at the celebrated interview between that monarch and 
Francis I. at Ardres,* he was one of the challengers against all gentlemen, 
who were to exercise feats of arms, on horseback, or on foot for thirty 
days. He was a Kniobt of the Garter, warden of the cmque ports, 
and treasurer of the king's household. Upon the death of King Edward 
VI. he espoused the interest of Queen Mary, and was called to the Privy- 
Council in the first year of Elizabeth, about which period he died, and was 
succeeded by his son. Sir Henry, the above named representative of this 
county. On being summoned to the House of Peers, his lordship was one 
of those who sat on the trial of Mary, Queen of Scots. Dying in 1587 
without issue male, the barony became extinct, when his estates devolved 
upon the family of his widow — the Wentworths. 

Chester. The Chesters had a seat at lidlington, the manor of which 
place belonged to them for many years, but was sold in 1769. They were 
originally established in Glouc:^stbr8hire, and afterwards at Chicheley, 
in Buckinghamshire. Robert, of this family, was of such note in temp. 
Henry VI., that he had a license with others to found a gild to the praise 
and honor of the Trinity, in Gloucestei shire. Richard was an alderman 
of the city of London 16 Edward IV. Sir William was a sheriff of 
London in 1544, and lord mayor in 1560. The dignity of a baronetcy 
was conferred on the Chesters 13 March, 1619> iu the person of Sir 
Anthony, who attended Queen Elizabeth at Tilbury camp, and commanded 
a troop of horse destined to oppose the landing of the Spanish armada. 
The office of High Sheriff of this county was served by Sir Anthony 
Chester, 4 Charles I., and by Henry Chester, l^th of the same reign. 
Sir Anthony's grandson — 

Sir Anthony, Bart., sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1685. 
His father, a royalist, singularly distinguished himself during the civil 
wars for his valour and zeal, and subsequently escaped to Holland. From 
an inscription against the wall in the chancel of Chicheley, it appears that 
this genUeman, who died 15 February, 1697-8, in the sixty- fifth year of his 
age, <* was an honour to his family, and not more excellent by descent 
than by virtue. That there was seldom to be found one who so faithfully 
discharged all offices of a pious man, subject, husband, father or friend. 
He loved the good, and cherished the learned ; he entertained all freely 
and hospitably ; followed virtue, and excelled in that part which makes 
mankind honoured, triumphing in piety, innocence, constancy and faith." 
His grandson — 

Sir John, Bart,, sat for the county in the Parliament of 1741, and 

* This plain where the monarchs met was long afterwards named the Field of Cloth 
\ of Gold, on account of the splendour and wealth displayed on that occasion. Feats of 

I chivalry, parties of gallantry, and such exercises as were reckoned in that age manly or 

elegant, engaged the attention of both courts. After the wrestling between the French 
! and English was concluded, in which the latter gained the prize, the two kings retired 

to a tent, and when they had drank together^ the King of England seized the King of 
I France by the collar, saying to him, **my brother, I must wrestle with you,'* and he 

endeavoured once or twice to trip up his heels ; but the King of France, who was a dex- 
I terous wrestler, twisted him round and threw him on the earth with prodigious violence. 

I The King of England wished to renew the combat, but was prevented. 

I 
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died 8 February, 1748. He voted in 1743 against the motion for taking 
the Hanoverian troops into British pay. In 1740 he was requested by 
the Duke of Bedford to stand, in conjunction with Sir Roger Burgoyne, as 
a candidate for the representation of the county, in opposition to the 
minister of that day. He married Frances, daughter of Sir Edward 
Bagot, of Blithfield, co. Stafford, an ancestor of the prescHt liord Bagot. 

On the demise of the last baronet without issue, 17 May, 1769, the 
baronetcy became extinct. 

Christie, Thomas, sai/or the borough in the Parliaments q/" 1685-88-89. 
This gentleman, by will dated 10 May, 1697, charged the rectories of St. 
Paul and All Saints in Bedford, of which he was seized, with the payment 
of fifty-two shillings a year for ever to the parish of St. Paul's, and the 
same to the parish of St. Mary, to be distributed in bread weekly to thir- 
teen of the poorest inhabitants of these parishes, who were rendered un- 
able to work from age or infirmity. Tlus benefactor also built an alms- 
house for eight poor persons, to whom he bequeathed one shiUing each, 
weekly, payable out of the great tithes of St. Paul's. 

CoLHOUN, William, sat for theboroughin the Parliaments of 1784-90-96, 
obtaining his return through the influence of his patron, the Duke of Bed- 
ford. His seat was at Wrotham in Norfolk. An assiduous attendant upon 
his parliamentary duties, we meet with his name in most of the divisions 
on the leading questions of the day ; thus we find him, in 1785, support- 
ing Mr. Pitt's motion for Parliamentary Reform; in 1793, siding with 
Mr. Fox in his Resolution against the war with France; in 1795, giving 
his vote for Mr. Sheridan on the motion far the Repeal of the Habeas 
Corpus Suspension Bill; in 1796, voting with the minority in favour of 
Mr. Grey's motion for negotiating a peace with France; in 1798, opposing 
Lord George Cavendish's motion for a change of system in Ireland, &c. 

Crawley, Samuel, sat for the borough in the Parliaments of 1 8^2-^5-37 , 
and for Honiton, in Devonshire, in 1818-20. The Crawleys were settled 
at Luton about the year 1600. They purchased the manor of Keysoe, as 
also a manor in Thurley, of the Earl of Bolingbroke, about the year 1700. 
Great Hampstead manor came to them by the marriage of Sir John Ro- 
theram with a daughter of Sir Francis Crawley, one of the justices of the 
Common Pleas, who died in the year 1649. John Crawley, grandfather of 
this Sir Francis, was of Nether- Crawley in the parish of Luton. Francis 
Crawley, son and heir of Sir Francis, one of the Barons of the Exchequer, 
died in 1682. They hold the manor of Yielden, as representatives of 
Sir Jeremy Vanacker Sambrooke, Bart. John Crawley, of Cadington, Stock- 
wood, served the office of High Sherifi" of the county 9 George II., as also 
Thomas Crawley, M.B. of Dunstable, 22 George II., and the above-named 
representative of the borough, Mr. Samuel Crawley, 58 George III. 
This gentlemen, of whig principles, has declared himself in favour of the 
ballot. He is lord, of the manors of Bolnhurst, Keysoe, Limbury-cum- 
Biscott, Stopsley, Thurleigh and Yielden, and is seated at Stockwood Park» 
Luton. 

Dive, Lewis, sat for the county in the Parliament of 1547, and in the 
first fTarliament of 1553. The manor of Bromham came into this family 
by female descent from the Wylds, in the person of Sir John Dive, who 
died in 1607, the manors of Carlton and Sewell were also part of its pos- 
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Hie office of High Sheriff of Bedford and Bocks was executed 
bf the Dhrcs, 2 and 37 Henry VUI. and 14 Eiirabeth, and that of H^ 
aMfif of Bedford only, 25-36^5 Elizabeth, and 1 James. Sir Lewis 
Dire, who figures prominently in Clarendon's History of the RebeDioa, is 
aaid by Headi to have been sent in October, 1643. with a strong party of 
hone and foot, into Bedfordshire, and to hare taken the town of Bedford, 
which was occupied as a strong quarter by the rebels, where he captured 
Sir John Norris and the parliamentary officers. From thence he went to 
Sir Samael Lake's house, and served that as Sir Lewis himself li-as served 
in the same ooonty by the sequestrators. 

DriECOXBK, WiLUAJf, tat for the county m the Parliaments ef 1 688>95. 
The £unfly of Doncombe obtained the manor of Battlesden, by marriage 
with the Potgrares, about the reign of Queen Elizabeth, as also that of 
Mortaynes by marriage with the Brandreths (sold in l/i^.) The borough 
member was one of the lords justices of the kingdom of Ireland, in the 
reign of William IIL, and aftei wards one of the comptrollers of the ac- 
counts of the army, in the reign of Queen Anne. " it was one of the 
£unily,*' says Ltson% in bis Magna Brittania, " Sir Saunders Duncomb, a 
gentleman pensioner to King James and Charles I., that we are indebted 
for the acoonmiodation of sedans or close chairs, tbe use of which was first 
introduced by him into this country, in the year 1 634, when he procured a 
patent which Tested in him and his heirs, the sole right of carrying persons 
" op and down in them " for a certain term.'*' The Duncombes, of Bat- 
tlesden, have served tbe office of High Sheriff of the county, 34 £li2a- 
beth, 12 James I., 24 Charles L, and 4 Anne. William Duncombe, the 
last Sheriff, removed to Yorkshire : he is the ancestor of the Dancomhes^ 
Baboxs of FsVEaSHAM. 

Edwards, Richard, sat for the county in the Cromwellian Parliament of 
1656. This gentlemen's family, now represented by Gf.org is Nigel Ed- 
wards, Esq. of Henlow Grange, has been seated for many generations at 
Arlsey, the present lord of the manor of which place is Samuel Bedford 
Edwards, Esq. In this family also were vested the manors of Henlow- 
Lantheny and Henlow- W^arder, and the manor of Girtford, in the parish 
of Sandy. Richard Edwards, who died in 1691* is called on the 
epitaph over his monument in Arlsey, the la.st grand reader of the temple. 
Oliver Edwards, of Cardington, a citizen of London, served the office of 
High Sheriff of Bedford, 1^ George H., 1738; George Edwards, of 
Henlow, the maternal unde of the present representative of the family, tbe 
same in 1804; Samuel Bedford Edwards in 1825 ; and George Nigel Ed- 
wards in 18^7. This last gentleman, who assumed the name of Edwards 
in fieu of his patronymic Raynsford, on succeeding to his maternal uncle's 
estates, is a deputy heuteuant for this county. 

Fakshawr, Thomas, sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1601. 

Farrsr, William, sa</or the borough in the Parliaments of 1695, 1701- 
5-7-8-10-15-2^. The family of this gentleman is described as of Harold, 
in this county ; its principal possessions however were in Buckinghamshire, 
consisting of the manor of Bray field-castle, manor of Lavendon, and the 
manor of Newenton, Mr. Fairer, who died in 1/37, was for many years 

* It if a remarkable fact that Captain Bajrlev first introduced the use of hacknej 
coadies in London, in the same year. 
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chairman of the committee of Ways and Means. In 1 710, he voted for the 
act for Naturalizing Foreign Protestants; in 1710. against Dr. Sa- 
cheverel; in 1713, against the French Commerce Bill, in 1716, for the 
Repeal of the Triennial Act ; and in 1719, for the Bill for Strengthening 
the Protestant Interest, and the Peerage Bill. He was a bencher of the 
Int)er Temple, and was made in 1715, Master of St. Katherine's Hospital. 
The present representative of this family is William Frederick Farrbr, 
Esq. of Brayfield Hoase. 

FiTZPATRicK. This family originally styled Princes of Ossory, and 
elevated to the Peerage by Henry VIII., in 1541, by the title of Baron 
of Upper Ossory, i« of the most illustrious origin, being descended from 
Heremann, son of Milesius, King of Spain, and the first Irish monarch of 
the Milesian Race.* John Fitzpatrick, of Castletown, the ancestor of this 
branch of the family, who suffered severely during the usurpation of 
Cromwell, for his fidelity to the royal cause, was involved in King James' 
general act of attainder, in 1689, and died in 1693. His elder son, Ed- 
ward, who in the Revolution* of 1688, had a regiment given him, was 
made colonel of the Royal English Fuzileers, in 1692, and promoted to the 
rank of a brigadier-general, in 1694 ; but was subsequently drowned in 
his passage from England to Ireland, in 1696. Dying unmarried, he was 
succeeded by his brother RiCHARn, who being bred to the sea service, had 
the command of a ship of war, in which station he so signalized himself 
by his valour and conduct, that he and his brother, for their faithful ser- 
vices, received, 12 October, 1696, from King William, the extensive estates 
in Queen's county, of Edmond Morris, which had become forfeited by that 
gentleman's death, at the battle of Aughrim ; these Mr. Fitzpatrick con- 
siderably enlarged by purchase and marriage. He was further rewarded 
by George I., for his fideHty to the crown, in promoting the Protestant 
succession, by being elevated to the Peerage of Ireland, on 27 April, 1715, 
as Baron Gowran, of Gowran, and took his seat in Parliament, 12 No- 
vember following, and two days afterwards was one of the lords appointed 
to prepare an address, to congratulate his majesty on his accession to the 
throne. His lordship married in 1/18, Anne, younger daughter and co- 
heir to Sir John Robinson, of Farming Wood, in the county of Northamp- 
ton, Bart., dying 9 June, 1727, he was succeeded by his eldest son — 

John, Earl of Upper Ossory, who sat for the county in the Parliament 
of 1754, and who was elevated to the Earldom in the Peerage of Ire- 
land, 5 October, 1751. His lordship's family first settled in Bedfordshire, 
in 1736, when Ampthill park was purchased by his mother. Lady Gowran, 
as was also the manor of Houghton-Conquest in 1741. He was bom in 
1719, and was appointed in January, 1745, master of Farming- Wocd 
forest, part of the forest of Rockingham, for the term of ninety- nine years. 
He was also Custos Rotulorum of this county. In July, 1744, he married 
the Lady Evylyn Leveson Gower, eldest daughter of John, Earl Gower, 
and deceased 23 September 1758, when he was succeeded by his eldest son — 

John, 2nd Earl op Upper Ossory, who sat for the county in the Par-- 
liaments of 1761-68-74-80-84-90, succeeding to the first on the demise of 

« Barnaby Fitzpatrick. the second Lord of Upper Ossory, was the'intimate friend and 
companion of Edward VI., as is fully evinced by the many letters still preserved, which 
the young monarch wrote to him in 1551, while he served as a volunteer in France, under 
Henry II., against the Emperor. His descendant, Bryan, the seventh Baron, died in 
1696, since which the ancient barony has not been allowed, in consequence of an 
attainder. 
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Frankltn, Sir William, sat for the borough in the Parliaments of 
1678-80-81. This gentleman *8 family was of Maverns, in fiolnhurst, as 
early as the year 160O; it afterwards removed to Great Barford; it is a 
considerable time since it quitted the county. George Franklyn served the 
office of Sheriff of Bedford, 44 Eliz. and John, 13 George II. The 
borough member married Letitia, the only daughter of Sir WilUam Hickes, 
of Rooksholt, in Essex, Knt., and relict of Arthur, Ist Earl of Donegal. 
Sir William has prominently connected his name with the electoral history 
of Bedfordshire by the memorable petition which he laid before the House 
of Commons in 1770, the particulars of which will be found on reference to 
Note t* P&ge 10, on the borough elections. 

Gascoyne. "Much wondering within myself,'* says Fuller, in his 
Worthies, " how this northern name strayed so far into the south, I con- 
sulted one of his family, and a good antiquary, by whom I was informed 
that iKis William (referring to the Sheriff of Bedford in temp, Henry VIII.) 
was a younger brother, of Gauthorpe House, in Yorkshire, and was settled 
at Cardinton, nigh Bedford, in this county, by marrying the inheritrix 
thereof.'* We further find in Lyson's Magna Britannia, that James Gas- 
coyne, son of the celebrated Chief Justice by his second wife, settled at 
Cardington in the reign of Henry VI., and became possessed of a manor, 
apparently the principal one, by marrying the heiress of Pigott. Sir 
William Gascoyne, who twice served the office of Sheriff for Bedford and 
Bucks, was Comptroller of the Household to Cardinal Wolsey ; this 
gentleman surrendered to the King, in 1 538, a manor which he possessed 
in the parish of Houghton- Conquest, called Deene-EUensbury. 

Sir John, Knt. sat for the county in the^nd Parliament a/1553, and in 
the Parliament q/*1557. 

George sat for the borough in the Parliaments of 1557-58. 

Godolphin, William, sat for the borough in the 1st Parliament o/ 1553. 
For particulars of tliis gentleman's family, see Cornwall, for which county 
and its boroughs the Godolphins, with the exception of the above named 
borough member, have been invariably returned. 

GoRR, Thomas, sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1747. This 
gentleman has been returned for various places. In 1722 he represented 
Cricklade, (of which place he was lord of the manor) and sat in the Par- 
liament of 1734-41 for Agmondesham, a seat which he vacated on being 
appointed commissary- general of the musters in 1746, when he was 
chosen for Portsmouth. In the ensuing Parliament of 1747, on being 
elected for this borough and Portsmouth, he made his choice of the former. 
In 1743, he voted against the motion for taking the Hanoverian troops into 
British pay. He was the son of Thomas Gore, Esq., the antiquary, 
political and heraldic writer, who served, in 1689, as High Sheriff of 
Wiltshire. For further particulars of this family see that county, where it 
has been seated for many generations. The borough member died 17 
March, 1777. 

GosTWicK, Sir William, sat for the county in the Parliaments of 
1698-1701-02-05-07-08-10. The Gostwicks became possessed of a large 
landed property in this county about the end of the fifteenth or commence- 
ment of the sixteenth century, principally by purchase from the Mow- 



^--*1 



ANNOTATED LIST OF MEMBERS. 29 

brays), which was sold to Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough in 1731, by the 
above named Sir William, in order to defray the very heavy liabilities he 
had incurred by his frequent election contests. The seat of this family was 
at WiUington, the manor of which place, by an act of Parliament passed in 
1541, was secured to Mr. Gostwick, who was son of Sir John Gostwick, 
master of the horse to King Henry VIll. William Gostwick, of Willing- 
ton was created a baronet in 161^. John Gostwick of WiUington exe- 
cuted the office of high sheriff of Bedford and Bucks 33 and 34 
Henry VIIT.; William high sheriff of Bedford, 37 Elizabeth; Sir 
Edward, Knt., 1 Charles I. ; and Sir William Bart., 31 Charles II. Wil- 
lington received the honour of a visit from King Henry VIII, 21st Oct, 
1541, on which day a council was held there. Sir William, the county re- 
presentative, voted in support of, in 1702, the Lords' amendments to a 
bill for the further security of the Protestant succession ; in 1704, against 
the motion for tacking on the Occasional Conformity Bill to the Land Tax 
Bill ; in 1708, for the Act for naturalizing Foreign Protestants ; in 1710, 
against Dr. Sacheverel ; and in 1713, against the French Commerce Bill, 

Hall, William, sat for the borough in the 2nd Parliament of 1554. This 
gentleman is described by Browne Willis in his Notitia Parliamentaria, as 
Mayor. The Halls of Bedford were of Clifton and Middleham in that county. 

Harvet. This very ancient family, descendedfromRoBEBTFiTz-^HARVRT, 
(a Norman soldier, and a companion-in-arms of the Conqueror, by whom 
he was created for his valour, Duke of Orleans,) is a younger branch of 
the Harveys of Thurleigh, ancestors of the Marquess op Bristol, de- 
riving immediately from Robert Harvey, Esq., and Sarah his wife, sister of 
Hugh Audley, of Cole Park, co, Wilts, Esq., and now represented by John 
Harvey, Esq. of Finningley Park, co. York, and of Ickwell Bury in this 
county, in which he holds the manors of Beeston- Green (in conjunction 
with Stephen Thornton, Esq.) and Northill. The first of this family, who 
appears to have settled in Bedfordshire is John Harvey, who estabhshed 
himself at Riseley in temp. Edward III., and subsequently became pos- 
sessed, by marriage with the daughter and heiress of John Hammond, Esq., 
of Thurleigh of the said county, for which he was returned to Parliament 
in 1386. He was trustee under the will of Sir Grerard Braybroke, for the 
purpose of building the church of Northill in Bedfordshire, which is the 
burial-place of the Harveys of the present time; He left two sons, John 
his heir, and Peter, from whom descended the Northamptonshire (which 
see) Harveys, of which line was Sir Francis Harvey, Judge of the Com- 
mon Pleas in temp. James I., the son of whose younger brother was Martin 
Harvey, captain of a troop of horse in the reign of Charles 1., and slain 
in his service. 

From John, the eldest son above named, came the families of the Mar- 
quess OP Bristol, and of the Harveys of Cole Park, co. Wilts. 

Of the former. Sir George Harvey, high sheriff of Bedford and 
Bucks, ^4 Henry VII. and 8 Henry VIII., (a distinguished captain in the 
reign of Henry VIII.,) dying without legitimate issue, bequeathed the 
greater part of his estates to Margaret Smart for her life, remainder to her 
sou,— 

Gerard, who sat for this borough in the Parliament of 1547, and to 
whom Sir George also bequeathed the manor of Thurleigh. He assumed 
the name of Harvey, and from him descended the Harveys of Thurleigh, 
where thev continued till the death of John Harvev in 1715. 
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Of the Hartbtb or Cole Park, co. Wiltb, of whom mention has been 
made at the commencement of this article—- 

John, toko sat for the county in the CromweUmn Parliaments of 1654-56, 
was the son of Robert, the immediate ancestor of this junior branch. He 
became possessed of the estates of Ickwell Bury, and Finningley Park in 
the county of York. His eldest son, 

John, sat for the county in the Parliament of 1713, having previously in 
1710, unsuccessfully contested this seat against Lord Russell and Mn 
Gostwick. Returned for the county at the general election of 1715, he 
was subsequently unseated on the petition of Mr. Cater. For particulars of 
which, see note *, page 4, on the county elections. This gentleman received 
a very handsome silver-mounted couteau de chasse from the Prince of Hesse 
Casselin I7OI, in consequence of his having saved his life when exposed 
to imminent danger in a boar-hunt. This relic is still in the possession of 
the family. In 1714, he voted against the expulsion of Mr. Steele (from 
the House of Commons,) who had been charged by those in power with 
writing libellous pamphlets against them. 

Of his descendants — John served the office of High Sheriff of Bed- 
fordshire in 17 81 — another John, the son of the preceding, the same in 1795. 
This gentleman, who was also a deputy-lieutenant for the county, raised and 
supported during the French Revolution, a troop of volunteers, called the 
Dismounted Bedfordshire Horse Artillery. The present representative of 
the family, John Harvey, Esq., also served in 1838, the office of high 
sheriff of the county^ for which he is a deputy -heutenant. 

Hatlet, Robert, sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1671. This 
gentleman, who died in 1585, and who is represented in the church of 
Groddington as cased in armour, kneeling at a desk, married Dorothy, daugh- 
ter of Griffith Hampden, Sheriff of Bucks in 1575, and Knight of the 
Shire in 1585. 

Hatton, Christopher, sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1603, 
having succeeded Mr. Humphrey Winch, on that gentleman's acceptance of 
office in 1606. Mr. Hatton had sat previously in I60I for Buckingham. 
He subsequently represented Corfe Castle in 1614. The family of Hatton 
was anciently of great repute in the county palatine of Chester. The 
member for this borough was the great-great nephew of Lord Chancellor 
Hatton, who died in 159 1» and who from his singular merit forms one of 
the greatest ornaments of his family (for account of him, see Northamp- 
tonshire.) Mr. Hatton, who was created knight of the bath at the coro- 
nation of King James 1., inherited by will the great estates of his great- 
great uncle^ and died in 1619* 

Hawes, Thomas, sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1603. Bee 
Cambriooe-^Surrbt. 

Hawtrt, Michael, sat for the borough in 1572. The Hawtrys, of noble 
Norman extraction, have been seated for many generations at Chickens in 
Buckinohamshirk (which see). William was high sheriff of Bedford and 
Bucks, 1 Elizabeth. The member for this borough was seventh son of Thomas 
Hawtry, Esq., of Chickens, who died 13th November, 1544. He possessed 
by royal grant, dated 1583, the rectory and church of Wendover in Bucks^ 
which on the death of his only son, William, reverted to the crown. 
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Hernb, Francis, sat for the borough in the Parliaments of 1754-61. 
This gentleman, succeeded, by bequest from Mrs, Francis Napier, to the 
manor of Luton, which he sold in 1763 to the Earl of Bute. He also pos- 
sessed the manor of Brach. The office of high sheriff of the county was 
executed by him 20 George II. 1752. He died 29th September, 1776. 

HiLLBRSDEN. The manor of Elstow, belonged in the reign of Charles I., 
and perhaps at an earlier period, to the Hillersdens, who bmlt a large man- 
sion adjoining to the church, now in ruins, the greater part having been 
pulled down some years ago. The manor was sold to the Whitbreads, in 
1792 ; Evershott manor passed from the Hintons into this family, in 1604 ; 
the manor of Hockliffe was granted in 1615, to Thomas Hillersden, Esq., 
and sold by his descendants in 171^. 

Thomas, sat for the borough, in the Parliaments of 1688-89-95. He 
died in 1697. 

William, sat for the borough, in the Parliaments of 1705-7-8, and for 
the county, in 1715. In that of 1707. he succeeded, on the death of Sir Philip 
Monoux. He served the office of High Sheriff of the county, 13 Wil- 
liam and Mary. In 1708, he voted for the Act for Naturalizing Foreign 
Protestants; in 1710, against Dr. Sacheverel; in 1716, for the Repeal of 
the Triennial Act ; in 1719, for Strengthening the Protestant Interest ; and 
in the December of the same year, for the Peerage B'dl. 

HuxLBY, GxoRGK, sat foT the borough, in the Parliament of 1722, and on 
accepting the office of a commissioner of the victualling department, in 
May, 1725, resigned his seat, and was returned for the borough of Newport, 
in tlie Isle of Wight. This gentleman's family, seated at Wyer Hall, Mid- 
dlesex, purchased the manor of Eaton-Bray, of the Sandys, in 1623, which 
was ultimately disposed of to the Potters. John Huxley, of Eaton-Bray, 
was sheriff 4 Chailes II., in 1652. Sir John Huxley, Knt., also served 
that office, 17 Charles II., in 1666, and John, 6 Anne, in 1706. 

Kbbling, John, sat for the borough, in the Parliament of 1661. This 
gentleman's family, now represented by Thomas William Fletcher, Esq. 
of Dudley, co. Worcester, was seated at Bewarsley, and Sedgley Park, co. 
Stafford, (which see). Speaking of the borough members, in his Fasti 
Oaoniensis, Wood observes, " that he was a counsellor, and a person well 
read in the municipal laws of England, and was created an M.A. in the 
House of Convocation." He was of the Inner Temple, called to the degree 
of Sergeant-at-Law, 4 July, 1660, made a Justice of the King's Bench, 10 
June, 1663, and Chief Justice thereof, on the death of Sir Robert Hyde, 
Knt., 21 Nov., 1665, having previously received the honour of knighthood. 
On the summoning, in 1660, of the judges to express their opinions and re- 
solutions respecting the trial of the regicides of Charles I., Mr. Keeling was 
appointed by special order to attend that service in the capacity of counsel 
for the king. In the following year, he was especially entrusted with the 
duty of framing a bill to settle Qie Coercive Power of Ecclesiastical Courts. 
In 1662, we find him officially engaged as king*s counsel, in the trial of Sir 
Hany Vane ; in the November of the same year, opening the indictment 
against the preacher, John James, accused of high treason, for denouncing 
the king and predicting his death ; and in 1666, presiding over the enquiries 
relative to the causes of the Great Fire of London. Alluding to his demise 
9 May, 167 1, Echard, in his History of England, observes, •' that eminent 
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lawyer, Sir John Keeling, Knt.; lord chief justice of his majesty's Court 
of the King's Bench, after a long weakness and decay of strength, dy'd at 
his house in London, much lamented for his great integrity and worth.*' So 
greatly, indeed, was he esteemed for the acumen of his legal ahDities, that a 
report of the leading cases, all judged and determined in the reign of Charles 
II., collected by him, was pubHshed in 1708, from his original manuscripts. 
He was succeeded in the judgeship, by the famous Sir Matthew Hale. His 
son John, who is described as of Southill in this county, in 1673, was 
named as a person fit and qualified to be a Knight of the Royal Oak, imme- 
diately after the Restoration. 

Leigh. The Leighs of Stoneleigh, (a non resident family in this county.) 
have held the manor of Leighton- Busard, under the church of Windsor, 
above 200 years. Some of the family formerly resided in the manor house. 
The site of Caldwell Priory was granted in 1563, to Thomas Leigh, whose 
descendants continued there in 1620. The manor of Washingleys, in 
Cranfield parish, was in this family, from which it passed by purchase to 
the Fields. The manor of Leighton, which was part of the ancient demesne 
of the crown, was acquired by Sir John Leigh, about the year 1600, by 
marrying the daughter and heir of Sir Christopher Hoddesden. The an- 
cestors of this noble family assumed their surname from the town of High 
Leigh in Cheshire, where they were seated before the Conquest. The office 
of sheriff of the county was served by John Leigh, 2 James I. 

Thomas, sat for the borough, in the Parliaments of 1553-53, in the Par- 
liament of 1554, and in the Parliaments of 1557-58. 

Charles, sat for the borough in the Parliament qflSSS. 

Hon. Charles, «a^ /or the county, in the Parliaments of I722'^t , sue* 
ceeding to his seat in the latter, on the elevation of the Hon. Pattee B3mg, 
to the Peerage of Torrington, in 1733. He also sat for Warwick, in 1710, 
and for Higham Ferrers, in 1713-14. This gentleman, who is de- 
scribed as of Leighton, in this county, was brother of Edward, 3rd Baron 
Leigh, (a title since become extinct). He inherited his estates, by will 
from his grand-uncle, Charles Leigh, of Leighton, who is mentioned as 
being " a gentleman of the strictest honour and integrity, and so pious and 
charitable, that in 1680, he purchased lands in Stanbridge Field, in the 
parish of Leighton, in trust to pay 40a. yearly into the vicar's hands of the 
church of Leighton, to distribute 50s. of it to poor persons receiving the 
sacrament at Easter, and to buy good books for the poor with the other 20s., 
and in 1704, by his will, appointed dfe20 per annum, to be paid out of his 
Windsor leasehold estate, to the vicar and his successors for ever, for reading 
daily prayers in the said church of Leighton, 5s. thereof to be abated for 
every day prayers were omitted, and to be given to such poor as constantly 
attend the said prayers; also 20s. to the vicar, for a sermon on Good 
Friday, and 208. to the parish clerk, at Christmas, for ringing the bell for 
the said prayers. He likewise left £10 to the school-master of the said 
town, for educating ten poor boys, to be chosen by the vicar and church- 
wardens, and to attend the said prayers, on penalty of losing their schooling.** 
The honourable member for the county, who married Lady Barbara Lum- 
ley, sister to Richard, Earl of Scarborough, died 28 July 1749. In the 
House of Commons, he voted against the French Commerce Bill, Sir Robert 
Walpole's Excise Scheme, and in favour of the Repeal of the Septennial 
Act. 
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Luke. This family derived its honours from Sir Walter* a judge in the 
Court of Queen's Bench, who acquired the estate of Woodend, in Cople 
parish (by marrying Anne Launcelyn, nurse to Henry VIII.), where his 
descendants continued till the death of Sir George Luke, the last of the 
family, in 1732 * After the death of Sir Robert Newdigate, in I6l3, the 
manor of Hawnes is supposed to have passed by purchase to the Lukes> 
who appear to have resided there occasionally, from 1626 to 1654 ; Sir Walter 
died 'in 1544, and his son Nicholas, a baron of the Exchequer, in 1563. 

Nicholas, who sat for the county, in the Parliament o/*1585, served 
the office of high sheriff, 21 and 35 Elizabeth. 

Sir Oliver, who sat for the borough, in the Parliament of 1597, and for 
the county in the Parliaments of 1614-20-^3 25-25-28-40-40, was third in 
descent from Nicholas, the baron of the Exchequer, entered at the Middle 
Temple, was knighted at Charter House, in 1603, and served the shrievalty 
of his county, 15 James I. In his parliamentary capacity, we frequently 
meet with his name on committees, especially those appointed for provincial 
business, during the civil war, till the change of politics in 1647. He was 
one of those who signed the solemn league and covenant, and was secluded 
by the army, 6 December, 1 648, for having voted on the previous day, 
'* that the king's answers to the propositions of both houses, were a ground 
for peace." He was a colonel of horse : he married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Sir Valentine Knightley, of Fawsley* by whom he had three sons ; Samuel, 
John, and Nicholas. Samuel, afterwards — 

Sir Samuel, sat for the borough in the Parliaments of 1640-40 and 1660. 
He was knighted 20 July, 1624. Having raised, during the civil wars, a 
regiment in the 'county, he was elected to the command, in which station 
he carried a magnificent ensign, emblazoned with symbols of religion and 
liberty, the favourite professions of his party. His nomination being ap- 
proved of by the Parliament, he was commissioned to apprehend Sir 
Lewis Dives, then at the head of the king's interests in Bedfordshire. In 
this crusade he was confessedly repulsed, and received four wounds, while 
Sir Lewis saved his life by swimming a river, but the plunder of his house 
at Bromham rewarded the soldiers, and when the commissioners assessed 
it, they found nothing of any value. In October he was present at the 
battle of Edge- hill, where he charged valiantly ; and in the May following* 
met the Earl of Essex at Thame, preparatory to a junction with Hampden. 
Although deserted by Urrey, they ventured an action at Chinnor, (June 
18,) in which they were defeated with considerable loss ; three of Sir 
Samuel's standards were taken, while he '* so guarded himself with his 
short sword that he escaped without hurt, though thrice taken prisoner* 
yet rescued, and those to whom he was a prisoner slain :" the last time he 
was overpowered, but saved by his servantj who pistolled the cavalieri 
He rewarded his preserver with a hundred pounds, and redeemed the 
credit of his regiment soon after in the skirmish of Wycombe. From 
thence he proceeded to Leighton, in Bedfordshire, where he levied troops 
to oppose a body of royalists, under Sir John Digby Divesj and Urrey* 
who commanded the northern parts of the county, and supported them- 
selves by plunder. These officers, pursuant to directions from Oxford, 
having taken in Olney, seized upon Newport- Pagnel, where they proposed 

* ** We are informed,'* says Lysons, in his Magna Britannia, *' that some of the 
Luke family are still extant^ although not of the rank of gentry, and resident iu ol: 
near Potteni'* 

D 
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to establish a garrison of 1500 men. Sir Lewis Dives issued orders for 
bringing in provisions, and compelled the inhabitants to work at the forti- 
fications, as he designed to establish a barrier between Bristol and Peter- 
borough, and to cut off supplies from the metropolis. Of his movements 
as governor we are only informed, that he retaliated the plunder of Brom- 
ham upon his enemy's house at Hawnes, and apprehended some committee- 
men at Ampthill, but his seasonable presence enabled the royalists in 
Bedfordshire to collect their scattered forces and to hold a conmiission 
of array at Shesford. These proceedings excited great apprehensions in 
the parliament, who determined to recover a spot, in Needham's phrase^ 
** geometrically situated for the defence of the associated counties j*' and 
committed this affair to the Earl of Essex, supported by Sir Samuel 
Luke and others. The troops halted at Dunstaple on Monday, (October 
30), and on the Saturday proceeded by way of Brickhill to Newport, 
which after some resistance they entered in the evening. The governor. 
Sir Lewis, does not appear to have neglected his trust : he fortified the 
town, and encouraged his soldiers by reports of a disaffection among the 
trained bands, till, finding his means unequal to the object, he quitted the 
post, and retired to the court at Oxford. Several engagements took 
place in the neighbourhood, all tending to confirm the measures of the 
parliament, at Towcester, Stoney- Stratford, Alderton, Olney, and finally 
before Newport, when Sir Charles Lucas was repulsed by the Earl, who 
left it in December, and a solemn thanksgiving was held in CornhiQ 
(January 19,) for the return of the green and orange regiments. The date 
of Sir Samuel's appointment as governor of Newport Pagnell does not 
appear; but we soon find him acting in his situation ; and December 11, 
the sum of £1000 a month was voted for the support of the garrison. 

Having provided for security at home. Sir Samuel commenced operations 
by attacking the neighbouring forts ; Grafton and Hillesdon were taken by 
Btorm, and a body of royalists under Sir John Fortescue was surprised at 
Ishp ; on the other hand, the Earl of Cleveland maintained a station at 
Stony- Stratford, defeated the rebels in sight of Newport, and repelled an 
attack upon his own quarters, where however he did not long continue. 
In the mean time the king who had been at Aylesbury, passed through 
Stratford to Woburn, where he reposed at "Bedford House;'* on his 
departure in July, Brown and Waller followed him with 200 of Sir 
Samuel's dragoons, but were foiled, owing to his superiority in cavalry. 

From curious notices in the Diurnals, we learn that remittances to the 
garrison were irregular, in proportion to the demand. Complaints were 
made that the establishment was in great want of men and money, through 
the neglect of the associated counties ; supplies were granted, and several 
vigorous movements undertaken in consequence under Lydcot and Ennes. 
During these transactions we hear nothing of Sir Samuel, who was pre- 
paring to resign his post, pursuant to the self denying ordinance. The 
townsmen petitioned that Cockayne of Hatley, might succeed him, but 
on the king's advance requested Ws continuance, and his term was accord- 
ingly prolonged. On the 7th June, 1645, after the receipt of two letters 
from Sir Samuel, stating that the king was at Harborough, and was ex- 
pected to march upon Newport, General Fairfax repaired to that place, 
and on the 7th June rested at Sherington, whence he dispatched letters to 
both Houses requesting the assistance of CJromwell. The battle of Naseby 
followed, and Sir Samuel, with his usual vigilance scoured the country in 
search of fugitives, whom he forwarded to London on the l6th. His 
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prolonged commission expired on the 30th, and after some discussion 
D'Oyley, life guard to Fairfax, a native of Turville in the county, was ap- 
pointed, and an act passed for remodelling the garrison. 

Having retired from active service, Luke applied for his arrears, which 
after some delay were granted, January 13, 1647-8, amounting to £4000, 
to be paid out of such forfeited estates as he should name ; and although 
his party was declining, he had still interest enough to be appointed with 
his father a commissioner of the standing army ordinance. He is supposed 
to have led a retired life at Cople, where he was solemnly arrested in 
August, upon some information, and carried before Fairfax at Colnbrook, 
but speedily dismissed. In the following June it was under consideration 
to reinstate him at Newport, that he might defend or awe the associated 
counties, on the seizure of Pontefract by the gallant Morris, but without 
anything being done. Cautious as his behaviour appears .to have been, he 
was considered dangerous by the new ascendancy, and secluded with several 
other members December 6* but obtained his liberty on the IQth by an order 
of parliament, and was thenceforth unnoticed, his name not even appearing 
(in 1650) in the list of county magistrates. On the remodelling of the 
militia, previous to the Restoration, Sir SamueFs merit was too conspicuous 
to be overlooked by the council, who gave him a colonelcy of foot, with a 
captaincy of horse, and inserted the name of his son Oliver in the 
commission of assessment. On the summoning a new parliament, he was 
again returned for Bedford, and his name occurs in several committees. 
At its close he retired from public life, but the last years of his career must 
have been embittered by the satire in which he makes so conspicuous a 
figure. An obscure poet suddenly came upon the stage, in his immortal 
production, suggested by the inimitable Don Quixote, it was intended to 
pass a general satire on those times of anarchy and confusion, and its 
leading aim was to expose by ridicule the religious and poUtical principles 
of the Puritans, as they appeared after the civil war, which overthrew 
church and state in the reign of Charles I* The opposition were described 
in two characters, each the representative of a party, under the names of 
Hudibras and Ralpho. To complete the resemblance, it was necessary to 
introduce some noted individual, he selected therefore certain peculiarities 
in the person and incidents in the life of Sir Samuel Luke, at the same 
time marking the name unequivocally^ as appears by the following lines : — 

" Tis sung, there is a valiant Mameluke 
In foreign land, yclip't (^ir Samuel Luke,) 
To whom we have been oft compared 
For person, parts, address and beard. 
Both equally reputed stout ; 
And in the same cause both have fought* 
He oft in such attempts as these 
Came off with glory and success j 
Nor will he fail i' th' execution 
For want of equal resolution.*' 

The name of Sir Samuel Luke, which We have inserted, exactly supplies 
the deficiency in the second line, if the two syllables in Samuel be melted 
into one ; and the comparisons Hudibras makes between himself and that 
knight, seem to justify the supposition* But what tends further to con- 

d2 
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firm it is a ballad entitled " A Tale of the Cobler and Vicar of Bray/' 
printed in Butler's posthumous works, in which Sir Samuel Luke is thus 
characterised. 

•* In Bedfordshire there dwelt a knight. 
Sir Samuel by name. 
Who by his feats in civil broils 
Obtained a mighty fame. 

" Nor was he much less wise than stout, 
But fit in both respects 
To humble sturdy cavaliers. 
And to support the sects. 

•* The worthy knight was one that swore 
He would not cut his beard. 
Till this ungodly nation was 
Ffom kings and bishops cleared ; 

" Which holy vow he firmly kept. 
And most devoutly wore 
A grizly meteor on his face 
Till they were both no more.*' 

This hero theti of Hudibras lived to see the second danto, and dying 
in August 1670, was buried at Cople on the 30th. During the war, 
before his opprobrious title was contemplated, "We find him alternately praised 
and abused. Birkenhead caUs him " horrible Sir Samuel," and elsewhere 
describes him as one Who abhorred any thing comely, Cleveland is merry 
on his diminutive stature, (he being deformed and dwarfish, defects ap- 
parently relieved by superior qualifications of mind,) and Needham de- 
signates him a scare- crow, though elsewhere we find him alluding to him 
in high terms : "I cannot let this noble commander passe, (^says he) 
without a just ceremony to his valour and activity, who watches the 
enemy so industriously, that they eat, sleep, drink not, whisper not, but he 
can give us an account of their darkest proceedings ;** — and in another 
place he terms him,— ^*' one that is as tall in activity, courage and resolution 
as any commander in all our armies." Fortunately we can appeal to better 
authority, and from it deduce the fact that with all has faults. Sir 
Samuel was sincere and incorruptible.* 

Macqueen^ Thomas Potter, sat for the County in the Parliament of 
1826, and for East-Looe in the Parliaments of 1812-1B-20. The estates 
of Houghton- Conquest, of Brytonns and Flam Wells, came into the posses, 
si on of the Macqueens by the marriage of Dr. Macqueen with the daughter 
and heir of the late Thomas Potter, Esq. (one of his majesty's justices for 
Wales) as also of Segenhoe-cum-Ridgmont and Bevans, with a seat at 
Ridgmont. Mr. Macqueen married, in 1820, Anne, daughter of Sir Jacob 
Henry Astley, Bart, of Hill-Morton, Warwickshire. This lady died in 
1833, leaving issue. Mr. Macqueen was of tory principles. See Corn- 
wall. 

• See Gentleman's Magazine, vol. 93. 
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Margbtts, Thomas, sat for the borough in the Cramwellian Parliaments 
of 1 654-56- 58, in the former of which he was returned in the room of 
Bulstrode Whitlock, Esq., who made his election for Buckinghamshire. 
Until the Parhament of 1658, Mr. Margetta had no colleague. 

Metcalfe, James, sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1727, suc- 
ceeding thereto on petition, in the room of John Thurloe Brace, Esq. The 
manor of Netherbury, in Great Barford, which belonged to the Mor daunts*, 
has been in this family for a considerable time, as also of Roxton, where it 
has a seat. Charles Jamrs Metcalfe, Esq. who served the office of Sheriff 
of the county in 1834-5, and again in 1835-6, is lord of the manors of 
Great Barford and Ro^fton. The borough member died in 1730. In 
1729, he voted in favour of the motion for granting ^115,000 for making 
good the arrears of the civil list, 

MoNNOux. The Monnouxs were originally a Worcestershire family. 
Their pedigree commences five generations before Sir George Monox, Knt. 
who was sheriff of London, 1 Henry VIII. and lord mayor in 15 J 5. 
Humphrey, grandfather of Humphrey, who was created a baronet 4 
Dec. 1660, was the first who settled in this county, at Wootton, the 
family seat, which was afterwards removed to Sandy. The manor of 
Cranfield, in 167^, became their property, and in 1729 was purchased of 
them by Wnothesley, Duke of Bedford. Humphrey Monnoux served the 
office of high sheriff of Bedfordshire, 10 Charles I., and Sir Philip 
Monnoux, Bart, of Sandy, the same, 48 George III. The baronetcy became 
extinct in 1814, on the demise of Sir Philip, 7th baronet, without issue. 
St. Mary, the parish church at Wootton, contains several monuments in 
memory of this family. 

Sir Humphrey, who sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1678-80-81, 
was the son of the first baronet. He married Alice, daughter of Sir 
Thomas Cotton, Bart., and dying in 1685, was succeeded by his son, — 

Sir Philip, wh^ was returned for the borough in the Parliament of 1707, 
but died in the same year, December 25, aged 29. His son. Sir Humphrey^ 
represented Tavistqck and Stockbridge in Parliament. 

MoRDAUNT. From the records of this family collected in the reign of King 
Charles II. and printed at the charge of Henry, Earl of Peterborough, it ap- 
pears that the manor of Radwell, in Felmersham, in this county, was granted 
by William the Conqueror to Eustace de St. Giles, who gave it to his brother, 
Osbert Le Mordaunt, a Norman knight, and ancestor of the Peterborough 
family. The Mordauuts also held the manors of Ro^on and Turvey, acquired 
by marriage in temp, William I. William Mordaunt, in 1^297, had the 
king's license to enclose a park at Turvey. which became the chief seat of 
that ancient family. Sir John Mordaunt was created Baron Moroaunt of 
Turvey in 1532. He served the office of high sheriff of Bedford and 
Bucks« 1 Henry VIII., and was, 5 Henry VIII.. nominated "as one of 
the most discreet persons, justices of the peace, for assessing a^d collecting 
a subsidy of £163,000, by a poll-tax," &c. He was knighted before June 
4th, 1520, when he was one of those persons appointed to attend the 
queen at the interview with I'rancis I. of France ; and in May, 1522, 
waited on the king at Canterbury, at his second meeting in England with 
the emperor, Charles V. In 1530, he was appointed, with others, to 
inquire what land^, &c. Cardinal Wolsey held in the county of Bucking- 
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ham» and in 1551, on the occaBion of a great &mine, was the fint. in 
eommisflian with other persons of quality in the county of Bedford, to 
prevent the enhancing the prices of com, victuals, &c. and to punish 
offenders therein^ as also to supply the said county. Speaking of this 
nohleman. Fuller in his Worthixs observes, " He was extracted of a very 
ancient patent in this county, (Bedfordshire), and married one of the 
daughters and heirs of Henry Vere, of Addington, in Northamptonshire, 
whereby he received a great inheritance, being by aged persons in these 
parts remembered by the name dlJohn of the Woods; (Raider, I was bom 
under the shadow, and felt the warmth of them ;) so great a master he was 
of oaks and timber in that county, besides large possessicms he had in 
Essex and elsewhere. King Henry the £ighth, owning him deservedly for 
a very wise man, created him Baron Mordaunt of Turvey.*' His descendant, 
John, Lord Mordaunt, was created Earl of Peterborough m 1698. His 
younger son, George, settled at Oakley in the sixteenth century, which 
was acquired either by purchase or grant, and alienated in 1679, to Sir 
CressweU Leving, one of the justices of the Common Pleas. His lordship, 
(the first Baron), dying about 1562, was succeeded by his son, — 

Sib John, who had previovsly sat for the county in the Znd Parliament 
of 1553, and in the Parliaments of 1554-55, and who in the lifetime of lus 
&ther was made one of the Knights of the Bath, at the coronation of Queen 
Anne Boleyn, 21 June, 1553, and was sheriff for Essex and Hertfordshire 
in 1540. Being of the catholic persuasion, he was one of the first in arms 
for Queen Mary, on the demise of Edward VI., and from the attachment he 
evinced on that occasion to her cause, was sworn of the Privy Council. 
His lordship died in 1572, and was succeeded by his son, — 

Lewis, who had prevUmsly sat for the county in the Parliament of 1562, 
and had the honour of knighthood conferred on him by Queen Elizabeth 
in 1567. This nobleman possessed the lands of the Mordaunts, Latimers, 
Veres, Greenes, and Fitz-Lewises, comprehending an interest in the 
counties of Bedford, Buckingham, Hertford, Northampton, Essex, Dorset, 
and Somerset. Though not attached to the court, yet as a peer and a 
councillor his name figures in most of the great actions of that reign. He 
was one of those who sat in judgment on the Duke of Norfolk and the 
unfortunate Mary of Scotland, in whose sentence he unwillingly concurred ; 
he also commanded a body of troops prepared against the Spanish armada. 
In the family records, collected by the £^1 of Peterborough above alluded 
to, he IB spoken of as possessing " a large soul and a disposition incompatible 
with either craft or servitude ; he was a person of great nobleness, justice, 
and afikbility, very well parted and ingenious. He was the idol of the province 
where he lived, and by his proceeding drew unto him more respect than all 
the great men in these parts ; be lived, indeed, in much magnificence, so 
that his hospitality is to this day famous." He died 16 June, 1601. 

Edmund, sat for the borough in the 2tid Parliament of 1553, in the Ist 
of 1554, and in that of 1555. This gentleman was the son of George 
Mordaunt, of Oakley, (above alluded to), by Cecilia, daughter and 
co-heir of John Harding, Esq. of Harding, in this county^ and grandson of 
the Ist Lord Mordaunt. Edward Mordaunt, of this family, served the 
office of sherifif of Bedford^ 6 James I. 

Napier, Sir John, sat for the county in the Parliament of 1661, suc- 
ceeding to that seat in 1663, on the elevation of I^ord Bruce to the peerage. 
His return was subsiequently unsuccessfully petitioned against by Sir Henry 
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Chester. This gentleman's family claimed descent from the ancient Scot- 
tish Earls of Lennox, raised to that dignity hy Malcolm III. ahout the year 
1057. Sir Rohert Napier purchased the estate of Luton Hoo, in this 
county, of the Brockets in 1601, which, with the manor of Luton, also 
purcfaAsed in 16 14, ultimately passed to the Marquis of Bute in 1763. 
Sir Rohert was knighted hy King James I. in his majesty's progress, anno 
1611, and further advanced hy the same monarch to a haronetcy, 25 
Novemher, 1612, which expired in 1675, on the death of the 3rd haronet. 
Sir Rohert, unmarried, who was however succeeded in the representation of 
the family hy his uncle of the half-hlood, the ahove-named memher for the 
county. Sir John, who had been created a baronet, 4 March, 1660-1, with 
the precedency of 25 November, 1612. This might be deemed a revival 
of the old patent, but that it was granted several years before that had 
expired. Sir John unfortunately falling twice from his horse, became so 
deranged that a commission of lunacy was awarded against him. He died 
in August, 1711. His son, the 5th baronet. Sir Theophilus served the 
office of high sheriflf of Bedfordshue, 3 George I., as did also the 6th 
baronet. Sir John, (3 George II.) in whose person the baronetcy became 
finally extinct in 1747. 

Neale, John, sat for the county in the Cromtcellian Parliament of 1654. 
Richard Neale, (of the family of Neales of AUesley Park, co. Warwick, 
which see) represented by the Rev. Edward Nkalb, Rector of Taplow, 
Bucks, settled at Dean, in this county, temp. Henry VIII. His great 
grandson, the county member, was born 20 December, 1612, and was 
appointed one of the commissioners for carrying into effect the ordinances 
of the Parliament by the act passed in 1636. He married Aane, daughter 
and co-heiress (wi^ her sister, the wife of Henry St. John, Lord Chief 
Justice), of Henry Cromwell, Esq. of Upwood, co. Hants, third son of Sir 
Henry Cromwell, of Hinchinbrook, and uncle to Oliver Cromwell.* 
He died 28 October, 1680. His sen, John, served the office of high 
sheriff of Bedford, 4 Wilham and Mary. 

Offlet, John, sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1747, and sub- 
sequently for Oxford 1754-61, and East Retford 1768. This gentleman, 
whose family is supposed to have been originally a younger branch of tbe 
Offleys, Lords of Bishops Offley, &c., during the reigns of King John and 
Henry III., possessed a residence at Wicknerin StsSfordshire, (the princi- 
pal seat and lordship of the family being at Madeley in the same county,) 
which, having no wife or issue, he sold in 1765, to the Levets of 
Lichfield. He was made keeper of the private roads in 175G, and in the 
following year, a groom of his majesty's bedchamber. 

Okey, John, sat for the county in the Cromwellian Parliament of 1658, 
and previously for the Linlithgow Burghs in 1 654. In that year, the name 
of this regicide occurs in the register of the parish of Ampthill, as a justice 
of the peace, attesting the celebration of marriages. About this peiiod, he 
purchased the honor of Ampthill, as part of the confiscated property of 
the crown, and resided, it is probable, at Brogborough in Ridgmont parish, 
which place, on the death of Charles I., was sold to him : it subsequently 

• A portrait of the Protector, considered to be the most accurate likeness of him 
extant, was presented to the family of Neale, and is now in the possession of the Kev. 
Mr. Neale, of Taplow, Bucks. 
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passed on the Restoration to the Ashbumhams. So great was Colonel 
Okey's inflaence in this county, that he not only effected his return for it 
in parliament, but was also appointed custos-rotulorum, an office which he 
held till its resumption by the Duke of Bedford, 6th March, 1660. In re- 
ference to this person, Winstanley in his Marttrologt, observes, " Colonel 
John Okey, at first a stoker in a brew-house, then a chandler near 
Bishopsgate, where having lived awhile he betook himself to the army, the 
haven of hope for all aspiring minds, where in a short space he passed 
through the several commands to that of a colonel, aud being of a daring 
spirit he was by the artifice of Cromwell, bewitched into the partnership of 
that accursed murther of his majesty." In another work, entitled, '* Thb 
History of Kinokillers,*' we find it stated of him that " having more 
bulk than brains, and more strength than sense of conscience, he was 
much aflfected with the enthusiasm of those times, and therefore left Crom- 
well when he perceived that he aspired to set himself upon the throne, and 
sided with the anabaptists and fifth monarchy men, and thereupon was com- 
mitted to custody for a time, and his regiment taken from him." Further on, 
the same author observes in the violent language of the day, " I had almost 
forgotten to take notice that this stupid lump of grains was, after the mur- 
der of the king, with others like himself, thought fit to be master of arts 
at Oxford." The colonel's hand and seal are the sixth on the warrant for 
Charles's execution, being a member of the High Court op Justice, an 
office which was first introduced for the trial and execution of that monarch, 
but which subsequently exercised supreme influence over those bloody and 
arbitrary tribunals erected from time to time for the extirpation of the 
loyal nobility and gentry of the kingdom. In 1659, Okey was one of the 
deputation who presented the declaration of the officers of the army, inviting 
the members of the long parliament sitting till 20th April, 1653, to return 
to the exercise and discharge of their trust. Upon the Restoration he fled the 
country, but was brought back with other regicides from Holland, who were 
arraigned and condemned to be hanged, drawn, and quarteredi a sentence 
which was carried out in full on them all, with the exception of Okey, to 
whom the latter portion was remitted, and his remains ordered to be re- 
turned to his friends. He is said to have died with much penitence and 
greater reluctance than his fellow- regicides, acknowledging the king's power 
as of God, and, exhorting others to the like. He was a person, who for 
his valour and other good qualities was pitied by all men, for the blindness, 
which ensnared him to his own destruction. 

Ongley. The manor of Southill was originally held by Samuel Ongley, 
Esq., who was sheriflf of the county 2 Anne, was afterwards knighted, and 
sat in parliament for Maidstone in 1713, (for further particulars of this gen- 
tleman see Kent). He was the first of his family who settled at the manor of 
Warden in 1690. Dying in 1726, he bequeathed his estates in Kent, as 
well as in this county to his nephew — 

Samuel, who sat for the borough in the Parliaments of 1734-41, and 
previously for Shoreham in 1727. This gentleman lost his seat for the 
borough of Bedford in the Parliament of 1727, on account of his having 
held at the time of his election, an office in the Customs. In 1745 he 
voted against the motion for taking the Hanoverian troops into British 
pay. Dying without issue 15th June, 1747, the estates came, by virtue of 
Sir Samuel Ongley's will, tp the testator's great nephew, a barrister-at-law, 

Robert Henley, who sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1754, 
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and for the county in the Parliaments of 1761-68-74, and who, descended 
from the nohle family of Henley of Derhy, assumed the surname of Ongley, 
and was advanced to the peerage of Ireland, by privy seal, dated at St. 
James's 22nd June, 1776, and by patent at Dublin, SOtli July following, by 
the title of Lord Baron Onglby in Ireland, and of Old Warden in this 
county. His name frequently occurs as a debater in the House. Of tory 
principles, he voted in 1774 against perpetuating the Grenville Act, and in 
1780 in favour of Mr. Dunning's motion respecting the influence of the 
crown, and the abuses in the public expenditure. In 1784, he lost his 
election, notwithstanding he expended an enormous sum. He died 23rd 
Oct. 1785. llie present representative of the barony, Robert Henlet 
Onglby, was appointed a deputy-Heutenant of Bedfordshire in 1843. 

Okli&baHj JonifpSatfor the borough in the Parliament q/* 1727. The 
family of Orlebar appears to have been originally seated in Northampton- 
shire. The manor of Felmersham was purchased in 1717. by Thomas Or- 
lebar, Esq. Puddington manor came into the family by the marriage of 
George Orlebar, Esq., with Margaret, daughter and sole heir of Richard 
Child, Esq., who died in 1647. Tlie Orlebars are now represented by 
Richard- Long UET Orlebar, of Hinwick house in this county, who holds 
the lordship of Puddington manor. Thomas, with whom their pedigree 
commences, represented Bedford borough in the reign of Henry III. John, 
the above named borough member, who is described as of the Middle 
Temple, and of Hinwick house, (the offspring of the master in chancery, 
John, by Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Keeling of Southill, lord chief 
justice of the King's Bench, and Maitha, daughter of Sir Thomas Boteler of 
Biddenham), was bom in 1697f and served the office of a commissioner of 
excise from January, 1738, to 3rd December, 1765, the period of his death. 
While in the House, he voted in 17^9 in favour of the motion for granting 
£1 15,000 for making up the arrears of the civil list ; in 1733, in favour of 
Sir Robert Walpole's excise scheme ; and in 1734, against the repeal of the 
Septennial act. He married a daughter of Samuel Rolt, Esq., M.P. for 
Bedford, through whom the Orlebars of the present day are lineally 
descended from an uncle of Oliver Cromwell. The office of high sheriff 
of this county has been executed by two members of this family, viz,, 
Richard, 7 George I., 1720, and another Richard, 49 George III., 1808, 

OsBORN. "This family," says Betham in his Baronetage, "is sup- 
posed to have come out of the north, and to have settled at Essex.'* It 
obtained by purchase in this county the manors of Compton from the 
Ventris, of Chicksand, its present seat, from the Snows about 1600, and of 
Pol^anger in Meppershall. Peter Osborn, of this family, was made 
treasurer's remembrancer in the exchequer to him and his heirs by grant, 
6 Edward VI., and was also keeper of the privy-purse to that king, and 
one of the high commissioners for ecclesiastical affairs in the reign of 
Elizabeth. His son and successor. Sir John, Knt., was also treasurer's 
remembrancer in the exchequer many years in the reign of James I., and 
one of the commissioners of the navy ; he bought, and restored the rectory 
of Hawnes in this county (formerly alienated) to the church, built and 
furnished the parsonage bouse for the future incumbents, and, presenting 
afterwards the famous Mr. Brightman to it, gave him the profits of the 
two foregoing years, which he had reserved for that purpose. He was 
master of the horse to the Earl of Pembroke, and in the civil wars took 



4^2 BRDFORDSBIRE. 

part with the parliament. Sir Pktbr, Knt., the lord treasurer*s rememhran- 
cer, was twenty -eight years gOTemor of the island and castles of Gaemsey. 
Sir John, Knt., was gentleman of the priyy chamher to Charles II. , and 
had a grant of the office of remembrancer to the lord treasurer by patent, 
dated 26 Charles II., and was created a baronet II Febroary, 1660 ; this 
gentleman's great grandson, the third baronet, — 

Sir Danvrrs, sai for the county m the Parliament of 1747* resigning 
his seat in 1/53, on accepting the office of governor of New York ; on the 
27th December of which year he died suddenly. The baronet was of tory 
principles. 

Henry, who sat for the county in the Parliament of 1754, succeeding 
to the representation on the demise of the Earl of Upper Ossory in 1758, 
was the tliird son of the second baronet, and was in the seventh descent 
from Peter Osbom, first mentioned. He was a naval officer of considerable 
repute. In the engagement with the French and Spani^ fleets in 1744, 
he commanded the Princess Caroline, of eighty guns, one of the seconds 
to Mr. Rowley, whom he very ably and gallantly supported, and is accord- 
ingly mentioned in very high and deserving terms by Campbell and other 
historians. In 1747» he was made rear-admiral of the Red, and in the 
following year vice of the White, and again further promoted to the rank 
of vice of the Red in 1759* in which capacity he was appointed to the 
command of a small squadron ordered for the Mediterranean. The object 
of this armament was the attack or blockade of some of the small French 
squadrons which were said to be ready for sea at Toulon or different ports 
on that coast, intended to sail separately to America, Brest, and other 
places of their destination, in the hope, that by thus dividing their force 
they might produce the same effect on that of Britain, and probably have 
an opportunity of eluding the vigilance of its commander. As a reward 
for his (Mr. Osbom) exertions against the squadron of Mr. De La Clue 
off Carthagina, he received on his return home (owing to severe indis- 
position) the thanks of the House of Commons.. Notwithstanding he 
had in some degree recovered his health, he was never a^n appointed to 
any active or actual command, though as a proof of the high sense re- 
tained of his past services, he was, on the 4th January, 1763, on the death 
of Lord Anson, appointed his successor, as vice-admiral of £ngland, and 
admiral of the White squadron. His former appointment he resigned in 
1765, and had a pension granted him on the Irish estabUshment, of 
£1200 per annum, which he retained till his death on the 4th January, 
1771- "As to his character,*' says Mr. Charnock in his Biographia 
Navalis, " we find in it much to praise, and alas ! (it is not in human 
nature to be void of blame) some things to censure. His bravery, his 
attachment to the cause of his country, and his diligence while employed 
in its actual service have never been even questioned ; but those who were 
his warmest friends could not deny him to have been of a cold saturnine 
disposition, ill -habituated to the warmth of sincere firiendship, or even to 
those attachments which men are generally, from their very nature, prone 
to form. Having scarcely ever made a fnend, though possessed of habits 
not entirely inclined to create enemies, it is little to be wondered at, that 
his pubUc virtues should not have had sufficient weight to annihilate what 
were thought private deformities : but on the other hand, it is certainly 
no slender proof of his worth, considered as a professional man, that those 
admitted it who feelingly felt the coldness of his disposition, they them- 
selves perhaps possessing hearts overflowing with benignity, that those dii 
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not deny, who smarted under his austerity, which scarcely knew how to 
distinguish between tyranny and the exaction of due obedience from 
persons who were subordinate to him ; and lastly, that those should not 
be insensible of his merit, who was himself, probably as little attentive to 
that of others, as any man who ever had the honour of holding a naval 
command/' He was of tory principles. 

JcHN, (now Sir John,) satfor the county in the Parliaments of 1790- 
96-180*^-6-18, succeeding to the first in 1795 on the demise of the 
Earl of Upper Ossory. He also represented Cockermouth in the parliament 
of 1807, Queenborough in that of 181^, and Wigton in 1821, retiring in 
1824. He is the son of the 4th baronet, Sir George, a general officer in the 
army and a groom of the bedchamber to George III., whom he succeeded 29 
June, 1818. He is colonel of the Bedfordshire militia, a deputy lieutenant 
of that county, and one of the commissioners for auditing the pubUc 
accounts. While in the House he supported the tory administrations. 

Patnb, Sir Pbter, sat for the county in the Parliament of 1831. The 
Paynes were originally of Devonshire. Abraham, with whom their 
pedigree commences, was the son of Stephen Payne, Esq., of St. Christo- 
phers, member of council in that island. This gentleman, although educated 
for the church, on the breaking out of the civil wars, took up arms for 
Charles, was present at the battle of Worcester, and on the complete 
destruction of the royal cause, fled to the island of St. Christophers, where 
his descendants of the present day are considered to be among the oldest 
grantees of the crown in that part of the world. Among the list of names 
which occur in the lineage of this family, the most prominent are those 
of Sir Ralph, afterwards Lord Lavington, (see Dbvonshirb.) John 
WiLLET, (see Huntingdonshirb,) and General William Payne, who 
in compliance with the testamentary injunction of Tobias Wall GaUwey, 
Esq., of the island of St. Christophers, assumed the surname of GaJlwey. 
He was second in command of the cavalry at the battle of Talavera, and 
was created a baronet 8 December, 1812. His son is the present Sir 
WilKam Payne Gallwey, Bart. 

Sir Gillies Payne, father of the county representative, (tmd son of 
Sir Charles, Knt., of St. Christophers, major-general of the Leeward 
islands, who was created a baronet on 31 October, 1737,) purchased the 
manor of Tempsford in 1772, of Messrs. Bemers and Hagar, who married 
the co-heiresses of the Bendish family. Puddington manor was formerly 
in temp. Jambs, in this family. Sir GilHes was high sheriff of the county 
12 George III. 1771, and died in 1801, when the baronetcy fell into 
abeyance until 1828, when his son, the county member, was declared by 
a decree of the court of Chancery, to be the eldest son born in wedlock. 
Of decided whig principles. Sir Peter supported Lord Grey's adminis- 
tration, and voted in favour of reform in Parliament, and the aboHtion of 
slavery, though connected with the West Indies. He was in very early 
life captain, for a short period, in the Bedford militia, and was in the com* 
mission of the peace, and a deputy-lieutenant for this county above half a 
century. He has produced some political pamphlets, which are however 
but httle known. In 1819 he was apphed to by the late Major Cart- 
wright, to whom he was only known by reputation, to be one of his bail 
when he was charged at the Warwick assizes with conspiracy, to elect 
representatives m Parliament for Birmingham, before this privilege was 
conferred by the Reform Act. Dying at Blunham the 23d January, 
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1843, in the Slst year of his age, he was succeeded by his soa. Sir 
Charles Gillies Patne as 4th baronet. This gentleman, who was 
called to the bar in 18^3, is a magistrate for Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire. 
He is also chairman of the Biggleswade division of justices. He was 
enrolled in 1833, during his residence at St. Chxistophers, (where he 
possesses estates.) a member of the privy and legislative councils 
in that island. His seat is at Blunham, where he possesses considerable 
property. 

PiooTT. The Pigotts were very anciently established at Stratton, in 
Biggleswade ; and had served the office of high sheriff of the counties of 
Bedford and Bucks, so early as the year 1408 ; Francis Pigott became 
possessed of the manor, by marr3ring Eleanor, the daughter and heir of 
John Enderby, who died in 1509 : the principal manor in Cardington*, was 
also in this family, from whom it passed, by marriage, to the Gascoynes. 
The Pigotts also held the manor of Dame-Ellensburg, by purchase from 
the Clerkes, between the years 1630-65 ; and one in the parish of Ravens- 
den ; Baldwin, of Straka, was high sheriff, 9 and 12 Henry IV. ; Francis, 
19 Henry Vni., 2 Edward VI.; Thomas, 6 Edward VI., 4 Mary and 
Philip, 13 Elizabeth ; Henry, 5 Charles II. 

Thomas, sat for the county in the Parliament o/'1558. 

JoHN^ sat for the borough in the Parliaments q/* 1588-92. 

Folhill, Captain Frederick, sat for the borough in the Parliaments 
of 1830-31-35-37-41. The Polhill or Policy family is one of the 
most ancient in the counties of Kent and Sussex, (which see) hav- 
ing had possessions in the latter shire, since the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, and in the former, from time immemorial. The first of the 
family who settled in this county, was Nathaniel Polhill, M.P. for South- 
wark, who is described as of Howbury park, and lord of the Manors of 
Renhold, Goddington and Birchfield. He was an eminent banker in the 
city, and a tobacco merchant. His second son, John, (who on the death of 
his elder brother's son, without issue, in 1802, succeeded to the family 
estates) served the office of sheriff of Bedfordshire, 46 George III., 1805. 
This gentleman commanded the troops at the Birmingham riots, and had 
for his conduct on that occasion, a sword, and other valuable testimonials 
presented to him, by the inhabitants. His second son, Frederick, the 
above named borough member, succeeded to the family estates on the 
demise of his elder brother, in 1828, He was bom in 1798, was formerly 
captain in the king's dragoon guards, and for some time a lessee of Drury 
Lane theatre. He is of conservative principles. On the debate of the 
Parliamentary Reform Bill, 24 August, 1831, he moved an amendment 
(which he afterwards withdrew) to reduce the amount of qualification from 
£10. to £5. ; on the question being brought before the House in 1837, 
relative to the abolition of flogging in the army, he declared his 
opinion, that a good soldier need never fear the lash. In 1842, on this 
question being again introduced, he declared that during sixteen years' 
service he had witnessed the beneficial effects of the commanding officer of 
a regiment having the power to inflict corporal punishment. In this session 
he moved for leave to introduce a bill to empower county and all other 
coroners, to admit of bail in cases of manslaughter, which was granted, 
the bill however being subsequently lost. He also supported the bill for a 
poor law commission. In the session of 1843, we find him drawing the 
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attention of the house, to the subject of the price of bread, wheii he stated 
that although he was not an anti-corn law leaguer, he wished to see the 
poor enabled to eat their bread as cheap as they could. In 1845, he voted 
against the Maynooth College Bill; and. in 1846, on the debate on the 
Com Importation Bill, expressed the strong sympathy he felt for the 
tenant farmers, upon whom he considered that the government measure 
would fall with much pressure. It had been his intention to introduce a 
clause in their behalf, but he was prevented in so doing by the rules of the 
House. In voting for the bill he did so with great reluctance 

, Potts, Nicholas, satfbr the borough in the Parliament of 1585. 

Puckering. John, sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1585, and 
subsequently for Qatton, in 1586. He was a sergeant-at-law, and was 
appointed Speaker of the House of Commons^ in the two Parliaments 
of 1585 and 1586i For full particulars of this gentleman see Surrey. 

Pym, Francis, sat for the county in the Parliaments q/* 1802-6-7-12-20, 
succeeding to the first in 1805, on the elevation of the Hon. St. Andrew 
St. John to the peerage. This gentleman's family is seated at Hasells in 
Sundy, of which place his father, William, became possessed, together 
with the manors of Hasells, Girtfofd, Beestoii and Little- Slaughter, by 
marriage with the daughter and heiress of Keylock- Kingsley, Esq., who 
died in 1749. Mr. Pym, who was educated at the Charter-House, and 
who is said to be descended from the celebrated patriot of the same name, 
who flourished during the civil war, served the office of high sheriff of 
Bedford, 32 George III., 1791. Of whig principles, we find him, while 
in the House, giving his strenuous support by vote to most of the liberal 
measures then brought forward, though the only occasion on which he ever 
personally expressed his opinions, was on the address to the lords com- 
missioner's speech, 22 January, 1808, when he urged the cause of peace 
He died, 4 December, 1834, in the 78th year of his age. His son, the 
present representative of the family, Francis Pym, Esq. married in 
1816, the Lady Jane Elizabeth, daughter of the 7th Earl of Leven and 
Melville. 

Ratcliffe. The site of the abbey of Elstow was granted in 1553, to 
Sir Humphrey, who sat for the county in the 1st Parliament of 1553, and in 
the Parliaments of 1554-54-55-57. He was a younger brother of the Earl 
OF Sussex. He resided in the abbey-house, served the office of high sheriff 
of Bedford and Bucks, 5 Phihp and Mary, and died in 1566, as appears 
by his monument over the altar in Elstow church. He was succeeded by his 
son— 

Sib Edward, Knt., who sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1588- 
97-1601-3, and who afterwards succeeded as sixth and last Earl of Sussex, 
and last of his family, dying in 1641, without issue. He was sheriff of Bed- 
ford, 40 Elizabeth. 

RoLT, Samuel, sat for the borough in the Parliaments of 1/00 and 1713. 
The first of this gentleman's family who appears to have settled in this 
county was Walter Rolt, who is described as of Clifton, and who died 9 July, 
1634. The Kolts also possessed lands at Bolnhurst, Milton-Ernest, and 
Bassets. The Rolts of Milton, are a branch of the Rolts of Sacomb, Hert- 
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fordshire, one of whom, Edward Bayntnm Rolt, assumed the surname of 
fiayntum, and was created a Baronet, 9 July, 1762, a title which became 
extinct, 12 August, 1816. The borough member was the fourth son of 
£dward Rolt, Esq. of Pertenhall, in this county, justice of the peace for 
Huntingdonshire and Bedfordshire, and recorder of Bedford. He died 
without issue. 

RoTHERHAM, Gboroe, satfoT the county in the Parliaments of 1571 -7^- 
85-86-9'^. Leland informs us that the estates of LordWenlock (the manor 
of Luton, and the hundred of Flitt), passed by marriage of an heir-general 
of his to a relation of Thomas Scot, alias Rotherham, Archbishop of York, 
(from 1480 to 1500.) a prelate remarkable for nepotism and the preferment of 
his kindred by marriage and other ways. The family assumed the name of 
Rotherham, and flourished here for some centuries. John, brother of the 
archbishop, was lord of the manor of Luton and hundred of Flitt, in 1476. 
The manor continued in the femily till 1614, when it was purchased by Sir 
Robert Napier, Bart. Stondon also belonged to the Rotherhams, who 
serred the office of high sheriff of Bedford and Bucks, 17 Edward IV., 
4 Henry VII.* 4 Edward VI. George Rotherham, the above-named county 
member was sheriff of Bedford, 17 and 32 Elizabeth. He died in 1599. 

RuBSBLL. Alluding to the immense tenitorial possessions of the Russells, 
whose greatness commenced with the reign of Henry VIII., Pennant observes, 
" No hmTlj profited so much by the plunder of the church as that of the 
Russells. To the grant of Wobum in 1547f it owes much of its property 
in Bedfordshire and in Buckinghamshire; to that of the rich abbey oi 
Tavistock, vast fortunes and interests in Devonshire ; and to render them 
more extensive, that of Dunkeswell was added. The donation of Thomey 
abbey gave Lord Russell an amazing tract of fens in Cambridgeshire, toge- 
ther with a great revenue. Melchbum abbey increased his property in 
Bedfordshire. The priory of Castle Hymel gave him footing in Northamp- 
tonshire, and he came in for parcels in the appurtenances of St. Albans, and 
Mount Grace» in Yorkshire ; not to mention the house of the friars* preachers, 
in Exeter, and finally the estate about Covent Garden ; with a field adjoin- 
ing called the seven acres, on which Long Acre is built." •' The grants to 
the house of Russell," says Burke, *' were so enormous as not only to out- 
rage economy but to stagger credulity." To enter into a particular enimie- 
ration of these would be but irksome to the reader ; contenting ourselves, 
therefore, with Pennant's succinct account as above furnished, we will pro- 
ceed with the following sketches of the most distinguished members of the 
family. And here it may be as well for us to trace the early history of the 
Dukedom of Bkdford, which was created by Henry V.* 

John Plantaoenbt, third son of Henry IV., the narrative of whose 
illustrious actions occupies a prominent position among our records, was the 

* The fint Earl of the countj of Bedford, was Hugh, son of Robert De Bbllomont, 
who obtained that highest rank at the period from King Stephen, with the daughter in 
marriage of Milo de Beauchamp, ** but being a person remiss and negligent himself, he 
fell from the dignity of an Earl to the state of a knight, and in the end to miserable 
poverty.** The next Earl of the county was Ingram de Coucy, who was so highly es- 
teemed by Edward HI., t^at that monarch bestowed upon him his daughter Isabella, in 
marriage, and created him Earl of Bedford, in 1365, making him at the same time a 
Knight of the Garter. This nobleman died, learing daughters only, in 1397, when the 
Earldom became extinct. 
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first who was created Duke of Bedford. Dying childless in 1435, the title 
hecame extinct. He was huried at Rouen, where a handsome monument was 
erected to his memory, which, when Charles VIII. was advised to destroy, 
he said, " Let him rest in peace now he is dead, it was tchen he was aUve and 
in the field y that France dreaded fum.*^ George Plantaobnbt, youngest son 
of King £dward IV., who died in his infancy, had the title of Duke of Bed* 
ford. Greorg^ NeviUe, second surviving son of the Marquess of Montague, 
was created Duke of Bedford, in 1470, hy Edward IV., with the design of 
marrpng him to his eldest daughter. Lady Elizabeth Plantagenet, and 
degraded in 1478, under pretence that liis income was not equal to his rank^ 
and that needy nobles are always burdensome and oppressive to their neigh* 
hours. The true reason, however, of the king's displeasure, by which par- 
liament was induced to pass this act, is supposed to have originated with 
the Duke's father, who had assisted the house of Lancaster, and who fell at 
the battle of Bamet, in 1477- Jasper Tudor, Earl of Pembroke, and 
uncle of Henry VII., was created Duke of Bedford, in 1485, being honored 
with that title by his nephew, whom he had rescued at the battle of Bosworth 
Field. Dying issueless, the dignity again became extinct,* and remained 
so for nearly a century and a half, when it came into the family of Russell* 
Wlffen, in his Historical Memoirs of this house, claims for it a high 
descent, deducing the feunily from Olaf, the sharp-eyed king of Rerik, in 
the sixth century, one of whose descendants, a Scandinavian Jarl, named 
Turstain, on the conquest of Normandy, settled there, and became pos-* 
sessed of the barony of Briquebec, in Lower Normandy ; of this barony^ 
the territory and castle of '* Le Rozel " formed part, and from thence the 
house of Russel derives it name.f The first mention of it occurs in a char* 
ter of Matilda, the wife of the Conqueror, dated 1066, to which Hugh Db 
RozBL, attached his name as a witness. This Hugh attended William in 
his invasion of England, and with his four sons, assisted at the battle of 
Hastings. One of these accompanied Robert, of Normandy, in the first cru- 
sade, and under the name of ^e Lord de Bameville, distinguished himself 



• The Lady Mary, daughter of Henry VIII. (afterwards Queen of England), was 
created Countess of Bedford, bj her father in 1537. — Cough's Camden. 

-{• Speaking of this place, Wiffen obsenres ; ** The traveller, who in our times, directs 
his steps from the Bourg of Briquebec towards the western coast of the department of 
La Manche, after reaching, .through scenes of quiet and secluded beauty, the heathy 
heights of Les Preuz, looks down upon a vallej in the face of the Atlantic, terminated 
at one extremity of the shore by the Pou, or Cape of Le Bozel ; and on the other, above 
the Httle fort of Siob6t, bj the imminent and lofty cliffs extending northwards towards 
Flamanville. In the centre of this valley, a mile distant from the strand, is seen the 
little hamlet of Le Rozel, pleasantly embosomed in wood. The Bus^ a rivtilet not des- 
titute of fame in the early charters of neighbouring monasteries, leads on with a hollow 
murmur, amidst wooded hills, to this sequestered spot, and there passes to the sea, at 
the base of a slightly castellated mansion, which the antiquary is at once disposed to 
recognize as raised upon the site, where the first peculiar Seigneurs of the territory had 
either their fixed or occasional residence. Standing on a small eminence, overhung with 
an old grove of oak and chesnut, with a small tower at the western gate, and surrounded 
by a wall connected and flanked with ivied buttresses, which, on the side fronting the 
sea, opens into an inner court, betwixt two high and half dismounted towers. The pre- 
sent building, though now used only as a rural grange, has still somewhat picturesque 
and knightly in its aspect. The name, given first to the cape, and afterwards to the 
castle, and the family inhabiting it, appears to have been imposed by some of the early 
settlers in Neustria ; Le Rozel implying, according to Roquefort, a tower or bold head, 
land by the water ; from Roz^ the rock or castle of the chess-board, ande/, the synonime 
foreoK." — Historical Memoirs, &c. vol. 1. cap. i. p. 2< 
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greatly in that expedition. After prodigies of valour in various encounters 
with the Saracens, he perished under the walls of Antioch, universally re- 
gretted hy the army. His younger brother, Hugh, Lord of Rozel, near 
Caen, returned in safety from the Holy Land, established himself in Eng- 
land, and became the progenitor of the Dukes of Bedford. It does not 
appear that Hugh de Rozel, or his sons, obtained any distinguished recom- 
pense for their services in the conquest of England. No one of the name of 
Russell is to be found in ' Domesday * among the tenants in capite, though 
persons of the name of Rozell and RoziUion, are repeatedly mentioned as 
under-tenants. It is stated in the ' Testa de Nevill,' that the manor of King- 
ston Russell, in Dorsetshire, had been in the family of Russell from the time 
of William the Bastard. If this be correct, they must have held it origin- 
ally as under tenantSi or it must have been granted to them after the con- 
clusion of the survey. It is valued in the ' Testa de Nevill/ at half a hide 
of arable land, and described as a manor held in serjeanty, under the obH- 
gation of serving the king as marshal of the butlery at Christmas and 
Easter. Among the list of names in the pedigree of the Russells, from the 
Conquest to the Reformation, the most prominent are those of Sir Jahks, 
appointed governor of Corfe Castle^ in 1^21 ; Sir William, Knt«, M.P. in 
the first of Edward II., for the county of Southampton ; Sir John, Speaker 
of the House of Commons* in the second and eighth of Henry VI. We now 
come to John Russisll, grandson of the Speaker, and founder of the honours 
of this house. Of the early life of this accomplished courtier but little is 
known. He appears to have travelled abroad, and to have attained a 
knowledge of foreign languages ; in consequence of this acquisition, he was 
sent for by his relation, Sir Thomas Trenchard, to entertain Philip, of Aus- 
tria, who, with his wifb, Joanna, heiress of Castile, had been driven by stress 
of weather, to land at Weymouth. Philip, pleased with the conversation of 
Mr. Russell, carried him to Windsor, and introduced him to the notice 
of Henry VII., who appointed him one of the gentleman of the privy 
chamber. In this situation he was continued by Henry VI II., whom he 
accompanied, on the breaking out of hostilities with France, to the continent 
as a volunteer. In the war that followed, he distinguished himself as an 
active and successful partisan ; and on the surrender of Toumay, was named 
deputy-governor of that fortress, and had a grant of lands in the newly 
conquered country, in testimony and recompense of his services. In a sub- 
sequent war he signalized himself at the capture of Morlaix, lost an eye on 
the occasion, and with Sir Thomas Morland Oken, received the honour of 
knighthood on the spot from the Earl of Surrey, Admiral of the fleet. In 
1523, he was sent on a secret mission to the constable of Bourbon, who in 
resentment of his private injuries had offered to betray his country, and 
open to the enemies of France an entrance into the heart of the kingdom. 
Russell reached Chantilly without discovery, and concluded a treaty with 
Bourbon according to his instructions. But the plot being surmised or 
detected before it was ripe for execution, the constable, instead of accom- 

* The chief events which occurred in patliatnent during the two periods in which he 
becupied the chair, were in the first, ian order to pay the kite king*8 debts ; the release of 
and conclusion of peace With James, King of Scotland, who had been detained a prisoner 
in England, eVer since the reign of Henrj IV. ; the naturalization of two foreign ladies, 
who had been married to the Dukes of Bedford and Gloucester, and an ex post facto act 
against Sir John Mortimer, who had been indicted on the statutes of escapes, which act 
was made by parliament for his destruction ; the second was especially marked by the 
re-occurrence of disputes between Cardinal Beaufort and the Duke of Gloucester. 
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{dishing his treasonable purpose, was compelled to escape as a fugitive from 
the country he had intended to betray ; and returning with a band of 
foreigners, he was bafiied by the perfidy of his German mercenaries in his 
attempt to penetrate into France. On this discomfiture, Bourbon repaired 
to the imperial army in Italy, and Russell remained in communication with 
him at Be8an9on. In the following campaign, Russell appears to have 
found great difficulty in conveying to Bourbon, the money intrusted to 
his care for the use of that adventurer, in his projected invasion of Pro* 
vence. He remained with the constable in Italy after the battle of Pavia^ 
till the departure of the latter for Spain, when the court of England having 
changed its system of foreign policy, he was recalled, and soon after sent 
a second time to Italy, to negotiate with the pope, who had also abandoned 
his former ally, and entered into a league with Henry, and France, against 
the emperor. In his second mission^ Sir John Russell had no small dif- 
ficulties to contend with in the course of his negotiations, owing to the fears 
and vacillations of the papal court, and the preponderance of the imperialists 
in Italy. In a third mission he was sent to Bologna, to confer with Lautree, 
commander of the French armies in that country. Subsequently appointed, 
through the influence of his friend Cromwell, comptroller of the house* 
hold and a privy coimcillor, he was, on the birth of Edward VI., 9 March, 
1539, advanced to the dignity of a baron of the realm, by the style and 
title of Lord Russell, Baron Russell of Cheyneys in Buckinghamshire, and 
received considerable estates, to enable him to support the dignity of his 
position. These we have mentioned at the commencement of this article, 
recapitulation therefore, is unnecessary ; here however, it may be stated, that 
three hundred years afterwards, Burke, whose magical eloquence could 
almost immortahze or annihilate the characters of those whom he favoured 
or disliked, but with the doubtful justice which always attends efiusions of 
anger, levelled on account of these grants a general censure at the memory 
of this nobleman, to avenge an insult offered to him by one of his descend- 
ants. But to return to Lord Russell, who shortly after his elevation to 
the peerage, was made knight of the garter, and appointed lord warden 
of the stannaries. In 1541, he was constituted lord high admiral, and 
named president of the council, which was instituted for the adminis- 
tration of justice in the south-western counties. In 1543, he was 
made privy seal, and in the last expedition of Henry to France, as- 
sisted at the taking of Boulogne, and commanded with the Duke of Norfolk, 
at the siege of Montreuil. After his return to England, he was actively 
employed in providing for the defence of the south-western coast, against a 
threatened invasion of the French ; and on the death of the king, was one of 
the sixteen executors named in his will. During the reign of Edward VI., 
he was employed in repressing a formidable insurrection in Devonshire and 
Cornwall, which- had been provoked by the innovations in religion, and 
the extensive enclosures of commons. He had been similsirly employed 
in Lincolnshire, in the former reign. For his services on this occasion, 
he was further raised, 9 January, 1550, to the Earldom of Bedford. In 
Mary's time, the same courtly sunshine continuing, his lordship obtained 
a new patent, dated S Nov. 1553, for the office of Lord Privy Seal, and was 
sent to Corunna, to obtain the ratification of the marriage articles between 
Mary and Philip, before the arrival of the latter in England. Dying soon 
after his return, 15 March, 1554-5, "he left," says Mr. Wyflen, "the re- 
putation of being almost the only nobleman at court, who by his prudence, 
moderation, and innate gentleness of heart, had managed to stand well with 
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all parties, during the changes, the trouble and factions of four sncces- 
sive reigns." 

FaxNCiB, 2nd Earl, a person of great eminence, during the reign of 
Elizabeth, sat for the county of Nobthttmbesland, (which see) in the 
Parliament of 1547. He is said to have been the first precedent, for the 
eldest sons of peers to be returned members of the House of Commons. 
His fourth son. Sib William, who was eleyated to the peerage, 21 July, 
1603, as BaboI!! Russell, of Thomhaugh, in Northamptonshire, was cele- 
brated for his great address and skill, in personal combats : he distinguished 
himself by his eminent services in the Netherlands, and Ireland, to the 
lord lieutenantcy of which latter country, he was appointed, on the death 
of Sir William Fitzwilliam. He died in 1613. Francis, the 2nd Earl, 
was successively succeeded by his two grandsons, Edwabd and Fbakcis. 
The latter was early engaged in the struggles against prerogative, excited 
by the arbitrary language and proceedings of the two first princes of the 
House of Stuart. At the meeting of the great • parliament, he was 
considered one of the principal leaders of the popular party ; on the 
sudden and total discomfiture of the court faction, application was made 
to him and to his friends, to accept the administration of affairs, the only 
condition required from them being to save the life of the Earl of Straf- 
ford. Some particulars of the arrangement proposed, are mentioned by 
the Earl of Clarendon, but it seems doubtful, whether the conditions could 
have been complied with, and nothing was definitively settled, when the 
sudden death of the Earl of Bedford, put an end to the negotiation. 
The Countess of Carlisle, who gave intelligence to the five members, of 
the king's design, to go in person to the House of Commons, and arrest 
them in the midst of that assembly, was daughter of the Earl of Bedford. 
She was told of the plot, with exidtation, by the queen, who thought it 
already executed. Lady Carlisle said nothing, but took her leave as soon 
as possible, and instantly sent a messenger to the house, who arrived just 
in time to save her friends, and perhaps her country from destruction. 
Her father was the principal imdertaker of that great and expensive, but 
so highly beneficial work, for draining the fens in Bedfordshire, called 
the Great Levels and since, the Bedford Level. His lordship^s grandson 
Edwabd, an eminent naval officer, who rose to high rank in his profes- 
sion, gained in 1692, while in command of the naval forces of his country, 
a complete victory over the French fleet, under Admiral Tourville, at La 
Hogue. For this action he was made first lord of the admiralty, and re- 
ceived the thanks of the House of Commons. He was subsequently, 
7 May, 1697, for his further services in preventing the designs of the 
French against Barcelona, in frustrating their movements in favor of 
James IL, and in disappointing that imfortunate monarch's setting sail for 
England,created Baron op Shingley in the county of Cambridge,Vi8C0T7NT 
Babfleub, in the duchy of Normandy, and Eabl of OBPo*RD,in the county 
of Suffolk. He was also, by King William, made vice-admiral of England, 
and twice one of the lords justices, on the occasion of his majesty's visit 
to Holland. By Queen Anne, he was appointed one of the commissioners 
to treat of a union between England and Scotland, and made one of the 
privy council, and first lord commissioner of the admiralty, 8 Nov. 1709. 
Upon her decease, he was nominated by George I., to be one of the 
lord justices till he arrived from Hanover, when he was appointed one 
of the privy coimcil, and again made first commissioner of the ad- 
miralty. On his death, in 1727, the peerage conferred on him became 



ANNOTATED LIST OF M£MBER8. 51 

extinct. Speaking of him, Bubnet observes, " he was a man of much 
honour and great courage, he had good principles, and was firm to them/* 
Francis, the 4th Earl of Bedford, whom we have already spoken of, was 
succeeded on his demise in 1641, by his eldest son, William, 5th Earl, 
who at the restoration of King Charles II., carried St. Edward's sceptre ; 
was elected a knight of the garter, 1672; and created 11 May, 1694, 
Mabquess of Tavistock and Dtjkb of Bedfobd. He sat for Tavis- 
tock in the long parliament of 1640, (for particulars of him see Devon- 
SHiBE.) The course which this nobleman steered, in these trying times, 
was much in unison with the example bequeathed to him by his father. 
After having in 1694, been raised to the ducal coronet, " his lamp of life 
not blown out, but the oil wasted until the fiame decayed, he fell asleep 
in the eighty-seventh year of his age." 

Wriothesley, only son of Lord William Russell, the famous patriot (of 
whom hereafter) became the 2nd Duke of Bedford, on the demise of his 
grandfather. Marrying the heiress of John Rowland, Esq. of Streatham, 
he acquired a very considerable fortune, and in consequence was created, 
13 June, 1695, Babok Howland, of Streatham, co. Surrey. His Grace, 
in 13 William HI., waa made a gentleman of the king's bedchamber, 
custos rotulorum of the county of Middlesex and liberty of Westminster, 
and lord lieutenant of the counties of Bedford, Cambridge, and Middlesex. 
At the coronation of Queen Anne, he acted as lord high constable of 
England, for that day ; and in March, 1703, was instituted a knight of 
the garter. Taking no part in the political struggle of his day, there is 
but little of interest in connexion with his name. He died shortly after 
the trial of Dr. Sacheverel, in 1711, and was succeeded in his title and 
estates, by his eldest son, Weiotheslet, aged three years. Unhappily, 
this young nobleman, instead of emulating the example left him by his 
ancestors, imbibed a fatal passion for play, and so zealously pursued 
this path to ruin, that with a dilapidated estate, and a shattered consti- 
tution, he sank into the grave in 1732, at the early age of twenty-four. 
His brother John, 4th Duke of Bedford, however, was a nobleman of very 
different character ; with a mind naturally strong, and improved by foreign 
travel, it was to be expected that he would, on succeeding to the duke- 
dom, take an active part in public affairs. Accordingly, in 1744, he 
joined what was called the broad bottom administration, as first lord of 
the admiralty. During the period he held this appointment, he appears 
to have conducted the naval affairs of his country with ability and sue- 
cess, introducing many salutary reforms into a branch of the public ser* 
vice which, for several years had been much neglected. In order to make 
way for his friend Lord Sandwich, he accepted in 1748, the office of 
secretary of state for the northern department, and in that situation he 
succeeded, after a long and difficult negotiation, in renewing with the 
court of Madrid the amicable and commercial relations between England and 
Spain. In 1752, however, he resigned in disgust at the Duke of New- 
castle's jealous interference with the business of his office ; but being 
reconciled to that nobleman in 1757, accepted the office of lord lieutenant 
of Ireland, and held it till 1761, in which year he was appointed lord privy 
seal. Though connected with ministers by the post he held, throughout 
the whole of Mr. Pitt's splendid administration, he disapproved of the enor- 
mous, and as he thought, useless expense of the German war, and when 
called to the cabinet council by George HI., he was the only man there, 
who dared openly to oppose the warlike measures proposed by that great 

K 2 
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but dictatorial minister. He was on that account selected by Lord Bute, 
to negotiate the peace of 1763, which exposed him afterwards, to much 
unmerited obloquy and unpopularity, drawing'down upon him the following 
tremendous philippic of Jimius, unequalled for its elegant virulence and 
bitter brevity of sarcasm — 

" Your history begins to be important at that auspicious period at which 
you were deputed to represent the Earl of Bute, at the court of Versailles. 
It was an honourable office, and executed in the same spirit with which it 
was accepted. Your patrons wanted an ambassador, who would submit 
to make concessions, without daring to insist upon any honourable con^ 
dition for his sovereign. Their business required a man who had as little 
feeling for his own dignity, as for the welfare of his country ; and they 
found him in the first rank of the nobility." 

On the death of Lord Egremont, his Orace became president of the 
council in the administration of Mr Grenville. In 1765, he was dismis- 
sed from office with his colleagues, and though deeply engaged in the 
political intrigues which followed, he never accepted afterwards of any 
public employment. He died, in 1771, having some years before, lost 
his son, the Mabqtjess of Tavistock, (of whom hereafter.) In pourtray- 
ing his character, a writer in the Edinburgh Review, observes, '* John, 
Duke of Bedford appears to have been a man of considerable talents, 
both for business and debate, frank, but hot in temper, violent and im- 
petuous in conduct, bold and fearless in character, obstinate in determi- 
nation once adopted, honest in intentions, but surrounded by designing, 
interested persons, who worked on his passions, and moulded him to their 
purpose, the most ungovernable it was said, and yet the most governed of 
mankind." 

Fbancis, the 5th Duke, succeeded to that title on the demise of his 
grandfather, in 1771. This truly amiable, popular, and deeply lamented 
nobleman, died after a short but severe illness, at the early age of thirty- 
one, on the 2nd March, 1802. Notwithstanding however, the brevity of 
his public career, so great was the estimation in which he was held, and 
so promising were the talents he possessed, that his death was felt by all 
parties to be a national loss. His rank as a duke, his intellectual abili- 
ties, and his independent spirit, early led him to signalise himself in the 
House of Peers. He was soon distinguished as a speaker, and on almost 
every occasion opposed the tory ministry. He did not, however, con- 
stantly attend the House ; but when he did, he was heard by all parties, 
with respect, and listened to, as a man capable of delivering sentiments 
that demanded a marked attention. Whatever his opinions were, no man 
ever doubted but they were dictated by the honest conviction of the 
moment ; and there seemed every reason to believe that his grace woidd 
become one day a leading man in the political history of his country. For 
some years, he dedicated much of his time to agricultural improvements. 
Wobum Abbey was the seat of rural science; Here he heard the advice 
of the experienced farmer, of the philosophical speculator, and his im- 
mense fortune, served to amalgamate theory with practice. The Wobum 
sheep-shearing was a fund of rural delight, enjoyed by the old and young. 
In union with several others of the first rank in England, he assisted 
to institute the agricultural society, and spent £20,000 a year in advanc- 
ing the farming interests of the county. As a man, his grace was uni- 
versally respected and beloved ; he was the leader of every beneficial 
institution for the encouragement of those arts, which most immediately 
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conduce to the comfort of others. Monuments, stately and adorned, 
have been erected to his memory, but the most splendid and lasting of 
all, is the eulogium pront>unced upon him by his friend, Mr. Fox, in the 
House of Commons. In speaking of his political character, the orator 
observed, " if in Rome, a descendant of the family of Claudii was per- 
mitted to be aristocraticai, in his opinion, surely it might be allowed to 
one who bore the name of Russell, to cherish the political principles of 
his ancestors. He could not forget that his ancestors had been attached 
to liberty, but whatever might be his opinions, his conduct had been firm 
and patriotic, manly and sincere." His grace was succeeded in his titles 
and honours by his brother John, 6th Duke of Bedford, who had pre- 
viously sat in Parliament, for Tavistock, (for particulars of him, see 
Devonshibs.) He died in 1839, and was succeeded by his eldest son, 
the present Duke of Bedfobd, of whom hereafter, as Mabquess of 
Tavistock. 

Having now brought our general history of this family to a close, we 
shall proceed to illustrate the careers of those members of it who have 
served this county and its borough in Parliament, commencing with — 

LoBD William, wAo sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1678-80-81, 
having previously represented Tavistock in the Parliaments of 1660-61. 
His lordship, the second son of William, 5th Earl and 1st Duke of 
Bedford, was bom 29th September, 1639. After prosecuting his studies 
at Cambridge, he travelled on the continent for some time. Returning to 
London- in 1659, upon the Restoration, he was elected member of par- 
liament for Tavistock. But the court, which was then the abode of mag- 
nificence and gaiety, seems to have attracted his first attention, and ac- 
cording to Bishop Burnet, drew him into some irregularities, and among 
others into a duel, the then common practice of the age. In 1669 he 
married the Lady Rachel, daughter and coheiress of the Earl of South- 
ampton, and widow of Lord Vaughan. This union was productive of 
great happiness to both parties, and in it originated that sedate and un- 
blemished character, as to morals which so singularly contrasted with 
Lord William's previous wild career. Of whig principles, the first 
occasion in which we find him acting with that party was when Charles 
U., exasperated against the court of France for withdrawing the pension 
he had been mean enough hitherto to receive, wished to join the con- 
tinental confederacy against Louis XIV. The whigs, who dreaded the 
giving Charles an army that might as probably be employed against 
tiieir own country as against France, raised an opposition to the 
measure ; this being acceptable to the French king, ap intrigue com- 
menced between some of that party and Barillon, the French ambas- 
sador, the consequence of which was its receiving bribes from him, 
to thwart the measures of the court. Sir John Dalrymple has given a 
list of the members who thus accepted money from the enemy of their 
country ; and although Lord Russell is said positively to have refused 
to act so meanly, there seems little reason to doubt that he was concerned 
in the intrigue. The defence set up for him on this occasion amounts 
to little more than that in certain cases the^ end justifies the means. 
In 1679, when Charles found it expedient to ingratiate himself with the 
whigs, Lord William Russell was appointed one of his new council ; 
this state of afiairs, however, could not last long, for in the following year 
Lord William promoted the bill for the exclusion of the Duke of York from 
the throne, the debate upon which was opened by him on the 26th October, 
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with a declaration of his opinion, "that the life of his majesty, the safety 
of the nation, and the protestant religion were in great danger from 
catholicity ; and that either that parliament must suppress the growth 
and power thereof, or else catholicity would soon destroy, not only par- 
liaments, but all that was dear and valuable to them ; for which reason 
he moved, that they might in the first place take into consideration how 
to suppress popery, and prevent a popish succession. The bill being 
accordingly passed in the House of Commons by a majority of 79, his 
lordship on the 15th November carried it up to the Peers ; who rejecting 
it, the Commons were exasperated at this,* and Lord Eussell in parti- 
cular said, that if ever there should happen in this nation any such 
change as that he should not have the Uberty to live a protestant, he 
was resolved to die one ; and therefore would not willingly have the 
hands of their enemies strengthened. The House next voted the king's 
army and guards illegal, and passed the celebrated Habeas Cobfits 
Act. Disgusted with such conduct, the king prorogued the parliament 
on the 1 0th January, 1680-1. The urgency of his affairs however com- 
pellmg him to call another, it assembled at Oxford^ on the 21st March 
following, (Lord William being again returned for the county), but 
shortly afterwards met with the similar fate of its predecessor on account 
of the Exclusion Bill being again brought in and seconded by his 
lordship ; this was the last called during the reign of Charles, who 
henceforth determined to govern for himself. From this moment he 
ruled with a despotic power which became irresistible, but which led to 
the conspiracy, that brings us to the leading and closing scene in the life 
of the imfortunate Russell. The motives which originated it sprung 
out of the Exclusion Bill already mentioned. On the occasion of 
its rejection, Lords Russell, Gray and others, at the instigation of the 
Earl of Shaftesbury, came to the resolution that should the king die, an 
effort should be made by force of arms to prevent the occupation of the 
throne by the popish heir. Accordingly, owing to the imprisonment of 
Shaftesbury, and the increase of disaffection thereupon, it was re- 
solved that arrangements should be made for rising in the west, in 
Devonshire, at Bristol, in various parts of Cheshire and in London ; the 
sudden retirement however of Shaiftesbury from the cabal, and the caution 
of Lord ftusselli who was averse to shedding blood, postponed the 
execution of a plot, of which the ramifications are acknowledged to have 
been very extensive. This partial disappointment however did not 
divert them altogether from their purpose, and in order to act with 
greater concert^ the management of the conspiracy was committed to 
Monmouth, Russell, Essex, Howard, Algernon Sidney, and John Hamp. 
den, grandson of the famous patriot — men who though they agreed in 
opposition to the actual government, were not of the same mind as to 
the object which ought to be ultimately procured — Lord Russell wishing 
for nothing more than the exclusion of the Duke of York, and a 
redress of grievances. Argyle, who kept up a correspondence with 
the malcontents in Scotland, declared himself ready, if arms were pro- 
vided, to embark in their enterprise at the head of ten thousand eovenan. 
tors. While this was in meditation, another plot was laid by other 
conspirators to assassinate the king on his return from Newmarket, at a 
farm called the Rye House, from which this plot has taken its name. 
Both conspiracies having been discovered, Lord William Russell was 
the first brought to trial at the Old Bailey, 13th July, 1683. The chief 
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witness against him was Lord Howard, who stimulated hy the love of 
life, hastened, in the hope of obtaining pardon, to reveal the whole con* 
spiracy. No doubt could remain that an insurrection was meditated, that 
Russell concurred in the propriety of making the attempt ; and that 
he had listened without objection to a plan proposed by others for sur- 
prising and disarming the giujrds ; but there was no proof that he ever 
contemplated the assassination of Charles. The only difficulty in the 
case had respect to the law of treason, which if strictly administered, 
would hare saved the prisoner's head ; for he had neither actually levied 
war against the king, nor directly used means for compassing his deaths 
It was argued by the crown council, that the intention of murdering his 
majesty was necessarily implied in the conspiracy for raising a rebellion 
against him ; an inference, which however clearly it might justify itself 
in the eye of reason, was at variance with the words of all the statutes 
in which treason is defined as a capital crime. Thus, through the severe 
and xmjust decision of the law, tlirough the inadmissible evidence pro- 
duced, which excited prejudice against the unfortunate prisoner, through 
the perjury of witnesses, and through the false statements in the sum- 
ming up of the Lord Chief Justice, Lord William Russell was wrongfully 
convicted, attainted and executed, (in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, 21st July, 
1683,) as was afterwards declared by an Act of Parliament reversing 
his attainder. In drawing his character, we may observe in the words of 
GsANOES, that he " was a man of true probity and virtue, and worthy 
of a better age than that in which he lived ; an age when silence and 
freedom of speech were equally criminal, when a perjured witness was 
more esteemed than an honest patriot, and law and equity were wrested 
to the purposes of an enraged faction, and an arbitrary court."* 

LoED Edwabd, who sat far the county in the Parliaments of 1688-9-95- 
98-1700-1-2.8-10, was the younger brother of the preceding. He died 
in 1714. He voted in 1702 in support of the Lords* amendments to the 
bill for the further security of the Protestant religion; in 1704, against 
tacking on the Occasional Conformity Bill to the Land Tax Bill ; in 1708, 
for the act for Naturalizing Foreign Protestants, and in 1710, against Dr. 
SacheyereL 

Fbancis, M1.EQVES8 OF Tjlvistock, sat for the county in the Parliament 
of 1761, till the period of his death in 1767, which was occasioned by 
a fall from his horse. His lordship was the eldest son of John, 4th Duke 
of Bedford. At the time of the accident he was only in the twenty- 
eighth year of his age. His wife, who was most devotedly attached to 
him, died from grief at his loss. 

Fbangis, Mabqttess of Tavistock, (now Dttke of Bedfobd), sat for 
the county in the Parliaments of 1812-18-20-26-30-31, succeeding to the 
first on the demise of General Fitz Patrick in 1813. He previously sat 
for Peterborough in the parliament of 1807. His grace was bom 13th 
May, 1788, and succeeded his father as 7th Duke 20th Oct. 1839. His 
grace, throughout his whole political career, has ever been the firm 

• Ladt Rachcl, (the amiable wife of Lord William.) whom we have already 
mentioned, from the affectionate seal with which she assisted her husband under the 
trying circumstance above narrated, and the magnanimity with which she bore her 
loss, has obtained universal respect and admiration. Upon his trial she accompanied 
him into court ; and when he was refused counsel, and allowed only an amamuensis, 
she stood forth as that assistant, and excited the sympathy and req>ect of all, who 
beheld her. 



56 BSDrOBbBHIBE. 

champion of liberal principles. In 1811 we find him, on the motion for 
PablijlHBKTABT Ebfobm, expressing his strong concurrence in its 
favour ; and giving notice of his intentions-— to Imng in a Bill to pre- 
vent l^e enormous expenses of contested elections— <md to move for a 
repeal of the septennial act. In 1812 he seconded Lord Morpeth's 
motion for enquiring into the state of Ireland, and again supported the 
motion for reform, concluding his address on that occasion by calling 
upon the House to keep in their recollection the memorable saying of 
Montesquieu, that when the legislative should become more corrupt tiian 
the executive, the liberties of England should be no more. In 1819, he 
cordially assented to the Game Laws Amendment Bilx, considering 
the act hitherto to have been unjunt and improper. On the occasion of 
the motion for going into a committee on the Excise Duties Bill, in 
the same year, he observed in language that did credit to his heart and 
sense. " Is it not a grievous reflection that when ministers propose to 
the House of Commons a tax like the income tax, which is to have its 
effects on the pockets of hon. members themselves — a tax by the former 
repeal of which parliament relieved itself and not the nation — ^is it not 
shameful that the House of Commons, when such a tax is again proposed, 
reject it with indignation, and yet when other taxes operating on the 
poor and defenceless classes of the community are proposed, carry them 
by acclamation." On the July of the same year he presented a petition 
from Liverpool praying for reform, and on the 23rd of November fol- 
lowing, seconded Mr. Tiemey's amendment to the address on the prince 
regent's speech on the opening of the sessions. On the debate (23rd De- 
cember,) on the Blasphemous Libel Bill, his grace inveighed against 
the measures adopted by government in its prosecution of Mr. Hone, 
(for his political parodies on the scriptures,) on the grounds that that 
gentleman could plead abundant precedents for doing so, when others 
were not only not prosecuted but loaded with honours and pensions 
after having published parodies of a similar nature, because they were 
in favour of the government. On the 26th January, 1821, the marquess 
presented a petition to the House frum 2,400 freeholders and other 
respectable individuals in Bebpobdshibe, who complained in very 
warm terms against the conduct adopted towards Queeit Chablotte ; and 
on the 5th February following, moved for a vote of censure against the 
ministers concerned in that unfortunate affair. On this occasion, his 
grace's speech abounds with the chivakic sentiments of noble and 
manly feeling. On the 25th July, 1822, we find him again standing 
forth in the cause of parliamentary reform, when he presented a petition 
from the county of Bedford in its favour. On the third reading of the 
Duke of Cumberland's Annuity Bill, 10th June, 1825, he opposed 
that grant on the three-fold grounds — 1st. Its profusion. 2nd. The 
bad precedent it would establish. 3rd. The uncertainty of the object 
for which it was to be employed ; — ^he further opposed, 19th February, 
1827, the grants to the Duke and Duchess of Clarence; in the same 
year gave a conditional support to the Canning administration, and in 
1829, expressed himself warmly in favour of the Duke of Wellington's 
ministry, though opposed by that party through life. On the debate in 
March, 1831, respecting the ministerial plan of parliamentary reform, 
he urged the necessity of not including Tavistock in the list of dis- 
franchised boroughs. His grace was summoned to the House of Lords, 
15 January, 1838, in his father's barony of Howland. 
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LoBD Qbobge WiLLiAic Mit foT the borough in the Parliaments q/* 1812- 
18-20-26. He was brother to the preceding, was bom 8th May, 1790, 
obtained his first commission in the army, 5th Feb., 1806, and was pro*- 
moted to the rank of lieutenant the 11th September following. In 1807, he 
served as aide-de-camp to Sir G. Ludlow, received his captain's commission, 
25th March, 1808, embarked with the 23rd dragoons for Lisbon in 1809, 
and was wounded at the battle of Talavera. Early in 1810, he proceeded 
to Cadiz, then besieged by the French, as aide-de-camp to Lord Lyne- 
doch, and was afterwards present at the battle of Barrosa. Promot^ to 
the rank of major, 4th Feb. 1813, he subsequently served as aide-de-camp 
to the Duke of Wellington, and was present at the battle of Vittoria, 
siege of San Sebastian, and battles of Orthes and Toulouse, for the lat- 
ter of which he received a medal. His subsequent commissions as 
lieutenant-colonel, colonel and major-general, respectively bear date, 
12th April, 1814, 22nd July, 1830, and 23rd November, 1841. In 1830, 
he was appointed to the embassy of Sir Robert Adair, who represented 
England in the Netherlands, during that struggle between Holland and 
Belgium, which ended in placing Leopold upon the throne of the 
latter country. There was not only much negotiation, but some fighting 
upon that occasion ; and the military experience of Lord William Russell, 
(as he was afterwards termed on the murder of his uncle Lord William by 
Courvoisier in 1840), proved a valuable adjunct to the skill in negotiation, 
for which Sir Robert Adair had been famous. In the following year he was 
present on a special mission to Lisbon, the object of which was to assist 
in arranging ike difference which prevailed among the members of the 
House of Braganza, and to endeavour to restore public tranquillity. In 
the September of 1834, he was appointed minister-plenipotentiary at 
Wurtemburg, and in November, 1835, succeeded Lord Minto as British 
ambassador at Berlin, an appointment which he held till, the accession to 
power of feir Robert Peel's party in 1841. In 1838, he received the civil 
grand cross of the order of the Bath, for his diplomatic services, and in 
1841, the order of Leopold of Belgium, (1st class). Of liberal princi- 
ples, his lordship when in Parliament voted in favor of reform in the 
representation, and a consideration of the Roman Catholic claims. He 
died at Genoa, aged 56, on the 16th July, 1846. 

LoBD Chables James Fox sat for the county in the Parliaments 
of 1832-5-7. His lordship, son of the late, and half brother to the 
present Duke of Bedford, whom he succeeded in the representation of 
this county, was bom in 1807. Entering the army in 1823, his subse- 
quent commissions bear date -* lieutenant, 2nd Aug., 1826; captain, 
23rd ^March, 1827 ; major, 11th Oct., 1833, from which period he has 
been on half pay. He is of whig principles. 

Fbakcis Chables Hastings returned for the county in the Parliament 
of 1847. Mr. Russell is the son of Lord George William Russell above 
named, was bom 16th October, 1819, and entered the Scots Fusileer 
Guards, in 1838, from which he retired in 1844. A firm supporter of the 
well-known principles of his family, he is of course a liberal. 

Si. John. The St. Johns became possessed of considerable estates in 
this county in the 14th century, by marriage with the Pavelys and 
Patshulls. These consisted of the manors of Great Barford, Biddenham, 
Bletsoe, Clifton, Eaton, one in Felmersham, Kempstow, Keysoe, Roxton, 
Thurley, and Yielden. The present Lord St. John holds the manors of 
Bletsoe, Dean, Melchbourne, Risely, Swineshead (in conjunction with 
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the Duke of MancliMier), and Tillliools. Among the noUe families of 
England, that of St. Johk b conspicuous for its antiquity, its dignity, 
and its possessions. We find Wiultajc db St Johk holding the 
honourable post of quarter-master in the army of the Conqueror, 
to whom he appears to have rendered important services at the battle 
of Hastings. His grand-daughter, Mabei., subsequently manied Adam 
de Port, a descendant of the barons of Basing in Hampshire, a title 
which thAt gentleman's ancestors had enjoyed long anterior to the Conquest 
Th^heir of Adam de Port assumed, upon the death of his father, his 
maternal name of St. John, which was retained by his issue : he served 
the office of sheriff of Southampton, 16 and 17 John, and united in his 
person Norman and Saxon blood. In each succeeding age, the family of 
St. JoHir produced men conspicuous in the field, Sie cabinet, and the 
senate, whose sendees were seyerally rewarded, with the lordships of 
Bletsoe, Tregoze, Qrandison, and Bolingbroke. As its numbers increased, 
its unity becsune less perfect ; and during the civil wars we find it support- 
ing different parties. While Sir John St. Johk, the representative of one 
branch, sided with the royalists and lost three of his sons in the service 
of his king, Oliter, sprung from another branch, shone as one of the 
master spirits and guiding stars of the republicans. But we are anticipating 
our subject. To return ; Sib Oliyeb, the descendant of the quarter-master 
above mentioned, after many generations, became possessed in the reign 
of Henry VI., of the lordship of Bletsoe, with the manor of Lydiai^- 
Tregoze, by marriage with Margaret,* sister and sole heiress of Sir John 
Beauchamp, of the family of the old earls of Warwick. This gentleman 
had two sons, Johk and Oi.iteb — ^from the former is descended the 
present Lobd St. John — ^from the latter the present Eabi. of Boxjko- 

BBOKE.f 

Sir John St. John, the elder son, was made knight of the Bath in 
November, 1488, by Henry VII. at the creation of his eldest son, Arthur, 
Prince of Wales, and succeeded his father in the estate at Bletsoe. 
His grandson — 

Oliteb, who sat far the county in the Parliament of 1547, was by letters 
patent bearing date, 13th January, 1558-9, 1 Elizabeth, advanced to the 
dignity of a baron of the realm, by the title of Lobd St. Johk of 
BiiBTSOB. He was one of the peers who sat 15 Elizabeth in judgment 
on Thomas, Duke of Norfolk ; and dying 24 Elizabeth, 1582, was suc- 
ceeded in the barony by his eldest son — 

Johk, who had premousltf sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1558- 
62. This nobleman was one of the peers who sat on the trial of the 
ill-fated Mary of Scotland. He died 23rd October, 1596, leaving an only 
daughter and heir, Anne, who carried the barony of Beauchamp (which 
he inherited frt>m his maternal ancestor, Margaret, grandame to Henry 
VII.) into the family of her husband, William, Lord Howard, son and 
heir of Charles, Earl of Nottingham. The barony of St. John devolved 
upon his younger brother — 

O1.ITBB, who had sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1562. Dying 
in 1618, he was succeeded by his son — 

* This lady ralMeqiiently married John Beaufbrt, Duke of Somenet, knight of the 
garter, who had iaae hj her an onlj daughter Margaret — wife of Edmund Tudor, Earl 
of Richmond — and mother to Henry VII. King of England. 

f These St. Johns being seated in Wiltshirb, particulars of them will be found in 
our reootd* of that county. 



ANNOTATED LIST OF MEMBEBS. 59 

Oliveb, wko had nifw the county in the Parliaments of 1588.92-97- 
1601.3-14, and who was created Eabl of Bolinobboke, 28 Dec. 1624. 
His son Oliteb who was created a knight of the garter, was summoned 
to the House of Peers in the life-time of his father as Lord St. John, an 
honour which he afterwards most ungraciously returned by taking up 
arms against the royalists in the civil wars. He feU at the battle of ^ge- 
hill, 23rd Oct., 1642. The county member died in 1646. On the intro- 
duction of the bill to reform the abuses of the ecclesiastical courts, 27th 
February, 1592-3, Mr. St. John spoke in its favour. 

Sir AxEXANDEB, who sat for the borough in the Parliaments of 1614- 
20.23, was the fourth son of the 3rd Lord St. John, and brother to the 
preceding. He was knighted in 1603. 

Sib Rowland, who sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1614, in 
conjunction with his brother Sir Alexander, was made a knight of the 
bath in 1616, when Prince Henry was created Prince of Wales. He is 
the immediate ancestor of the present Lord St, John. 

Sib Beattchamf who sat for the county in the Parliament of 1620, and 
for the borough in the Parliament of 1625-26-27-40-40, was the younger 
brother of the preceding. He was knighted in 1619, and subscribed to 
the solemn league and covenant. 

Sib Oliveb, who sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1614-23-25. 
26, and who is described as of Cayshoe in this county, was the grandson 
of Oliveb, 1st Lobd St. John, by his third son Thomas. He was the 
father of the well-known solicitor-general and afterwards lord chief 
justice of the common pleas, Oliveb St. John, M.P. for Totness, (for 
whom see Devonshibe). 

Oliveb, who sat for the county in the Parliament of 1627, was the son 
of Sib Rowland above-mentioned. He was created a baronet, 28th 
June, 1660, and died in 1661. His grandsons, St. Andbew, William, 
Rowland, and John ultimately succeeded as 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th 
Baron St. John of Bletsoe. 

Paxtlet, 10^0 sat for the borough in the Parliaments of 1661-78-80-81, 
(succeeding to the first on the acceptance of office of Mr. Keeling in the 
same year), was the son of the fifth and great-grandson of the fourth 
baron of Bletsoe, the former of whom he replaced in his titles of Earl of 
Bolingbroke and Baron St. John, on his demise 18th March, 1687-8. 
Dying 17th Oct. 1711, without issue, the eabldom became extinct, when 
the barony passed to the heir-at-law Sir Andrew St. John, of Woodford, 
in the county of Northampton, who with his brother subsequently 
became, as above-mentioned, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th barons. Henbt 
Beauohamf the twelfth baron married the second daughter of the late 
Samuel Whitbread, Esq. Dying in 1805, without male issue, he was 
succeeded by his brother— 

St. Andbew, who had previously sat for the county in the Parliaments 
of 1780-84-90-96. 1802. His lordship was bom 22 August, 1759, and 
educated at Christ Church, Oxford, where he was created a doctor of 
civil law in 1695. He was originally intended for the bar, but having 
been returned for this county in Parliament, devoted himself to the 
career of politics. Of whig principles, we find him firmly and con- 
sistently attached to the political opinions of Fox, with whom he passed 
much of his life in habits of the strictest friendship, and under whom 
he was appointed, in 1783, in the Portland administration, under secre- 
tary of state. The first occasion, in which we meet with his name in 
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the House as a speaker is in the debate on the seizure and confiscation 
of priyate property in St. Eustatius, 14 May, 1781, when he argued in 
favour of Mr. Burke's motion of enquiry into that matter. In 1782, he 
Toted with the minority in favour of Sir John Rouse*s motion for with- 
drawing the confidence of Parliament from the king's ministers. In 
1788, he seconded Lord Cavendish's motion for a reconsideration of 
the articles of peace with France ; and subsequently supported the same 
nobleman's resolutions of censure, on the terms proposed in those ar- 
ticles. On the division, 9 May, 1788, relative to the impeachment of 
Sir Elijah Impey, Knt., chief justice of the supreme court of judicature at 
Fort William,^in Bengal, Mr. St. John's name appears among the minority 
who voted against that gentleman ; on the proceedings in the House, in the 
same year, relative to the king's illness, he opposed Mr. Pitt's motion 
for a regency. In 1791, we find him expressing himself warmly against 
the war in India with Tippoo Sultan, which he deemed to be impolitic, 
unnecessary, imjust, and productive of much' mischievous and dan- 
gerous consequences. In the same year he opposed the preparation of 
the armament against Russia. In 1793, he voted with the minority in 
favour of Mr. Fox's resolutions against the war with France, and sided 
with Mr. Qrey, in his motion for a reform in Parliament In the 
session of 1795, he supported Mr. Sheridan's motion for the repeal of the 
Habeas Corpus Suspension Act, and opposed the Seditious Meetings Bill. 
In 1796, we find him voting — ^with the minority in favour of Mr. (Prey's 
motion for a negotiation for peace with France — ^with the minority in 
favour of the abolition of slavery — ^with the minority in favour of Mr. 
Fox's motion respecting the conduct of the war with France— and with 
the same gentleman's motion for a vote of censure on ministers, for ad- 
vancing money to the emperor of Austria, without the consent of Par- 
liament. On the 18th May, 1797, he moved in the House, the withdrawal 
of the troops, from St. Domingo, and in the same session again sup- 
ported Mr. Grey's demands for parliamentary reform. In 1798, he 
opposed the third reading of the Assessed Taxes bill ; and on the 11th 
June, brought forward his motion relative to the arrests of Messieurs 
Arthur and Roger O'Connor, for conspiracy, on which occasion he 
argued that the steps taken by government in this affair were illegal. 
In 1798, Mr. St. John voted with the minority against the income duty 
bill. In the following year, we find him opposing the ministerial measures 
relative to the imion with Ireland, when he observed, that the pros- 
perity of that country had increased since the declaration of the inde- 
pendence of the first parliament, and therefore it was fair for him to 
presume that something more ought to be adduced in support of this 
measure of a imion, than merely to allege the necessity of it, and 
to say that it would conduce to the further prosperity of that country. 
In 1800, he voted in favour of accepting the overtures of peace from 
the consular government of France, and for Mr. Jones's motion for the 
dismissal of his majesty's ministers. In 1802, he supported Mr. Man- 
ners Sutton's motion relative to the revenue of the duchy of Cornwall, 
and the motion for the dismissal of Mr. Pitt. In 1803, his name ap- 
pears among the lists of divisions of that year, as voting in favoui"— of 
Sir John Wrottesley's motion for enquiry into the cause of the Irish in- 
surrection-— of Mr. Creevey's motion of enquiry into the war in Ceylon — 
of a similar motion of Mr: Fox's, relative to naval officers — and of 
the volunteer's consolidation bill. In 1804, he supported Mr. Fox's 
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motion relative to the defence of the country ; and in 1805, called for a 
vote of censure on Lord Melyille, as president at the board of Ad- 
miralty, who had been impeached for high crimes and misdemeanours. 
In this year, Mr. St. John was summoned to the House of Peers, (on the 
demise of his brother,) as 13th Baron St. John. From what has been 
stated, it may be observed that during the time he represented this county, 
a period of twenty-five years, his lordship was a constant attendant on his 
parliamentary duties, taking part, either by vote or in debate, in the leading 
topics of his day. On his removal to the Upper House, his name 
figures, though not so frequentiy, in the transactions of that assembly, 
indeed it may be said that from the period of the death of his friend, 
Mr. Fox, his time was not so much devoted to politics, as to the more 
confined duties of the county in which he Uved, and of which he was 
for a few years prior to his death, in October, 1817, a most active, up- 
right and intelligent magistrate. He was succeeded in the barony, by 
his son, the present St. Andbbw Beavchamf St. John. 

Sambbookb, Sib Jebemt Vanacxeb, sat for the borough in the 
Parliaments of 1727-34, succeeding to the first on the demise of Mr. 
Metcalfe, in 1730. The family of Vanacker, (the maternal ancestors 
of the baronet) of foreign extraction, descended from John Vanackeb, 
of London, a merchant, who died about 1645, and whose grandson, 
Nicholas, loid of the manor of Erith, in Kent, was advanced to the 
dignity of baronet, 31st January, 1700, which title, in default of issue 
male, came to the Ist baronet's brother, John, and ultimately to his 
brother-in-law. Sib Jebbky Sambbooke, Knt., the father of the borough- 
member, who succeeded, in 1714, as 4th baronet. While in Parliament, 
he voted, in 1733, against Sir Robert Walpole's excise scheme ; and in 
1734, in favour of the repeal of the septennial act. He died, 5 July, 
1740. The Sambrookes purchased the manor of Yielden, in 1706, of 
the Earl of Bolingbroke ; it is now held by their representative, Samuei. 
Cbawlbt, Esq; of Stockwood Park, Luton. Their seat was at Bushfield, 
in Middlesex. 

Snagg. The Snaggs held the manors of Kempston and Kempston- 
Fisher, of Goldington's in Lidlington, and of Marston-Morteyne. Their 
last heir-male served the office of sheriff of the county in 1705 

Thomas, who sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1571-86, and for 
the borough in the Parliament of 1588, possessed the manor of Letch- 
worth, in Hertfordshire. He was a lawyer of some eminence, was 
summer reader of Gtray's Inn, 16 Elizabeth — double reader of the same 
society, in the 22 Elizabeth— called sergeant - at . law, in Michaelmas 
term, 22 Elizabeth — and appointed queen's sergeant, 29 April, 1590, (32 
Elizabeth.) His name frequentiy occurs as a debater in the House. 
The principal subjects on which he appears to have spoken, were, 1, 
on the bill for coming to church, 10th April, 1571, to which he was op- 
posed ; 2. on the treason bill, 12th Apnl, 1571, on which he argued, 
'* that in making of laws, plainness of speech should be used, aU in- 
trapments to be shunned and avoided ;'* 3. on the introduction of the 
bill for the suppression of simony, 13th April, 1571, when he declared 
his opinion, *' the patron had nothing of worth or value, but a bare 
nomination." 

In the Parliament of 1588, assembled at Westminster, he wair elected 
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SpBiiKEB, and presented to the House as such, on the 6th February, of 
the latter year. This Parliament was called with the view of providing 
against the threatened inv^^ion of the Spaniards ; accordingly the first 
measure which engaged the attention of the Commons, was the raising 
supplies, which were largely granted. On its dissolution, 29th March, 
1589, war was determined upon with Spain; the queen at the same 
time giving her assent to sixteen public and eight private acts. His 
son, — 

Thomjls, who sai for the borough in the Parliament of 1586, was 
knighted shortly after the accession of James I., to the throne, in the 
fifth of whose reign he was sheriff of Bedfordshire ; an office which has 
been subsequently executed by different members of his family, 1 7 and 
30 Charles II., and 3 Anne. Sir Thomas became possessed of the 
manor of Marston, in this county, by marriage, in 1572, with Elizabeth, 
daughter and coheiress of Thomas Dickons, Esq. 

Spabbow, returned for the borough at the general election in 1774, but 
subsequently unseated, on petition, for particulars of which see note f, 
page 7, on the borough elections. 

Sfengeb. The possessions of this family in Bedfordshire consisted 
of the manors of Birchfield, in Great Barfield, of Cople, obtained early 
in the seventeenth century, of Danton, held for two hundred years, be- 
sides other estates. William, Lord Spencer, died seized of the manor 
of Sandy, in 1636. As this family will be more fully noticed in our ac- 
count of NoBTHAMPTONSHiBE, wc will here simply state that it claims 
descent, although on questionable grounds, from the ancient baronial 
family of de Spenser, of whom Robert de Spenser came over with the 
Conqueror, and was, as his name imports, steward to that monarch. 
John Spencer, of Cople, served the office of high sheriff of the coimty, 
20 Elizabeth ; and another John, 10 William and Mary. 

William, sat for the borough in the Parliaments of 1695-98-1700-1-2, 
being returned to the former, on the demise of Mr. Hillersden, in 1697. 
This gentleman, who is described as of Cople, married the Lady Ca- 
tharine, daughter of Thomas, 4th Lord Wentworth, and Ist Earl of 
Cleveland. He voted, in 1702, in support of the Lords amendment to 
a bill for the further security of the Protestant succession. 

Hon. John, returned for the county at the general election in 1734, 
subsequently made his election for Woodstock ; for particulars of him, 
see OxFOBDSHiBE. His grandmother, the famous Sarah, Duchess of 
Marlborough, bequeathed to him the manor of Marston-Morteyne, and 
her other estates in this county. 

Stttabt. This ancient and illustrious family is a branch of the 
royal house of .Stewart, kings of Scotland, now represented by John 
Crichton Stuart, F.R.S., Mabquess of Bute, (for full particulars of 
whose stock, spe Buteshibe.) At Kempston and Tempsford, in this 
county, the under-mentioned representatives possess seats. 

William, who sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1830-32, is the 
grandson of the Earl of Bute, the celebrated minister of George III., son 
of the Hon. and Most Reverend William Stuart, late primate of all Ire- 
land, and cousin to Lords Whamcliffe and Stuart de Kothsay. He was 
bom 1st October, 1798, and married 8th August, 1821 , Henrietta, a daughter 
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of Admiral Sir Charles Morrier Pole, Bart. He is a deputy lieutenant of 
the county. Of conserrative principles, he voted, when in parliament, 
againt the Reform Bill. 

Henst has sat for the borough^ Hnce 1841, having been unseated on 
petition in the parliament of 1837, at the general election for which he 
was returned. He is the younger brother of the preceding, being born in 
1804. Of conservative principles, Mr. Stuart voted in favour of the 
Income Tax Bill, in 1842 — the Arms Ireland Bill, in 1843 — ^the Bank 
Charter, in 1844 — and the Corn Importation Bill, in 1846 — and against 
the Manooth College Bill, in 1845 — ^and the Roman Catholic Relief Bill, 
in 1847. He has never personally addressed the house. 

Tavistock, see Russell. 

Taylob. The Taylors formerly held the manor of Clapham, when it 
became the property of William, 2nd Lord Ashbumham, by marriage 
with the daughter and heir of Thomas Taylor, Esq. Wentworth Taylor 
was of this place, in 1673. The family also held the manors of Per- 
tenhall. How and Bell, in Pertenhall parish, sold by Simon Taylor, in 
1790, to the Pagetts. Matthew Taylor, of Eaton, was high sheriff of 
Bedfordshire, 22 Charles I. 

RiCHABD, sat for the borough, in the Parliaments of 1620-23-25-25.28- 
60-61. He died in 1667. 

Nathaniel, sat for the county j in the Cromtvellian Parliament of 165S. 
This gentleman, from whom are descended the Taylors of Bifrons, in 
Kent, (which see) at present represented by Hekbert Edwabd Taylob, 
Esq., is mentioned by Hasted in his history of that county, as originally 
of Whitechurch in Shropshire. He was a barrister-at law, and recorder 
of Colchester in Essex, during the usurpation of Cromwell. He married 
Mary, daughter of Colonel John Bridges, of Wallingford, in Essex, an- 
cestor of Sir Brook Bridges, Bart, of Goodnestone, Kent, and had 
eighteen children. 

Thompson, John, M^ /or the county, in the Parliament of 1572, The 
manor of Prestley, in FHtwick, was granted by Queen Elizabeth, in 1560, 
to this gentleman, and Richard Champion ; it was subsequently sold by 
the fanuly of the former to the Cuthberts. In the seventeenth century, 
Husbome-Crawley manor was in the Thompsons, and sold by Sir John 
lliompson, in 1691. The borough member, who succeeded to his seat, 
on the elevation of Sir Humphrey Cheney to the peerage, in 1 752, served 
the office of high sheriff of Bedford, 23 Elizabeth, as did also Sir Samuel 
Thompson, Knt. of Wooton, 5 William and Mary. 

Uppeb Ossobt, see Fitzpatbick. 

Vebnet, Sib Habby, Bart., returned for the borough in the Parliament of 
1847, having previously sat for Buckingham, in the Parliaments of 
1832-35-37. For full particulars of this gentleman, and his distinguished 
family, see Bucbikghamshibe. 

Vebnon, RxGHABDy sot fw the borough, in the Parliaments qf 1761-68^ 
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haying previously represented Tayistock, 1 754, and subsequently Oak- 
hampton, in 1774-80, and Newcastle-under-Lyne, co. Stafford, in 1784. 
This gentleman, whose family will be more fully noticed in our account 
of Staffobdshibe, was a member of a branch of the noble stock of 
Vernon, which assumed its surname from the town of Vernon, in Nor- 
mandy, and was established in England by one of the companions-in-arms 
of the Conqueror. His family is at present represented by Henbt-Chablbs 
Edwabd Vebnon, Esq. of Hilton Park, co. Stafford, Major General in the 
army. Mr. Vernon, the borough member, fifth son of Henry Vernon, Esq. 
of Hinton, was bom 18th June, 1726, married in 1759, Evelyn, dau. 
of John Leveson, Earl Gower, and widow of John Fitzpatrick, Earl of 
Upper Ossory, and left issue, Henrietta, who married in 1776,GeorgeBroke, 
2nd Earl of Warwick. Mr. Vernon was secretary to the Duke of Bedford, 
when lord lieutenant of Ireland, and was made in 1664, one of the clerks 
comptrollers t>f his majesty's household, on the acceptance of which ap- 
pointment, he vacated his seat, but was immediately afterwards re-elected : 
he voted in 1 774, against perpetuating the Grenville Act. The manor of 
Harlington, in this county, was bequeathed in 1732, by Thomas Went- 
worth. Earl of Strafford, to his daughter the Lady Harriet Vernon, sister- 
in-law of the borough member. 

Waostaff, Richabd, sat for the county in the Cromwellum Parliaments 
of 1656-58, His family formerly held, for a considerable time, a small 
manor in Wilden parish. Richard Wagstaff, of Ravensdon, served the 
office of high sheriff of the county, 22 Charles II., as did also John, 
4 James II. The county member, who was a major in the army, was one 
of the committee who waited upon the Pbotegxob, in 165 7, with an offer 
of the crown. 

Wake, Sib William, Bart., sat for the borough, in the Parliaments of 
1774-w). The Wakes are mentioned by Brompton, as in the immediate 
train of the Conqueror, but it is the opinion of antiquaries, that the 
individual of the name of Wake, recorded in the Roll of Battle Abbey, 
was one of those who being weary of Harold's rule, fled into Normandy, 
and invited Duke William ; hence, the family is supposed to have been 
of importance prior to the Conquest. From Baldwin, Lobd Wake, 
founder of the Abbey of Brun, who died in 1156, descended through a 
long line of eminent ancestors, Sib Thomas Wake, a gallant knight, 
who distinguished himself with the Black Prince, at the battle of Nagara, 
maintained the city of Millaud, and another fortress for about a year and a 
half, and when compelled to capitulate, marched out with colours flying, 
and all the honours of war. He was sheriff of Northamptonshire, 11, 12, 13, 
14 and 15 Edward III. He married Alice, dau. of Sir John Pateshall, of 
Bletsoe. His great grandson, • Sir Thomas Wake, M.P., gentleman of 
the bedchamber, and member of the privy council, to King Edward IV., 
possessed such extensive lands in the counties of Somerset, Northamp- 
ton, Kent, and the principality of Wales, that he acquired the designation 
of " the Great Wake." His son, Rooeb Wake, Esq. of Blysworth, who 
was sheriff of Northamptonshire, 2 Richard III., siding with that monarch 
at the battle of Bosworth, was attainted by the parliament of Henry VII. 
but afterwards obtained pardon and restitution of his lands. His son 
Richabd, married Dorothy, daughter of Sir John Dive, Knt. of Brom- 
ham, in this county. This gentleman's great grandson, Baldwin Wake, 
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Esq. of ClevedoD, Somersetshire, was created a baronet, 5 Dec. 1621. 
SiK John, the second baronet, raised a troop of horse for King Charles 
I., and mortgaged his estates to serve him. Sik William, the borough 
member, succeeded as 8th baronet, in 1 765, on the death of his father. 
He was of tory principles ; his biographer in the Gentleman's Magazine, 
observes, ''In public life, his name stands high in the list of those 
very few, who, unbiassed by party prejudice or private interest, made 
the good of their country the sole aim of all their actions. The uni- 
form tenor of his political conduct justly entitles him to the noblest 
praise, that of an independent and honest man." He died 29 October, 
1785, and was buried in the parish church of Oourteen Hall, in Nor- 
thamptonshire. The present representative of the Wakes, is Sib Chables 
Wakb, of Glevedon, co. Somerset, who succeeded his father, as 10th 
baronet, 28 January, 1846. This family possessed property in the 
parishes of Bromham, Cardington and Steventon in this county, de- 
rived by the marriage of Baldwin de Wake, with Ela, daughter of 
William de Beauchamp, who died in the reign of Edward I. 

Waxdegbave, Hon. William, (now Eabl Waldegbate,) tat for the 
borough, in the Parliament qflSl2, succeeding to that seat on the demise, 
in 1815, of Samuel Whitbread, Esq., whose daughter, Elizabeth, he mar- 
ried 10 August, 1812. The surname of this nobleman's family, derived 
from a place in the county of Northampton, was anciently written Wal* 
grave ; and we find so far back as the year 1206, John de Walgbave, 
serving as sheriif of London. Sib Richabd Waldegbave, who was 
seated at Smallbridge, in Suffolk, having served for that shire in the par- 
liaments of 50 Edward III., and 1, 2, and 5 Richard II., was chosen 
Speakeb of the House of Commons in the last. Of this gentleman, it 
is memorable that he was the first that made excuse for filling that office, 
but the king insisting upon his allegiance, that he should stand, ^' as being 
chosen by his companions," he made the usual protestation. He was 
again elected in the 6, 7, 10 and 13 of Richard II. His great grandson. 
Sib Richabd, during the contests between the houses of York and Lan« 
caster, was a firm adherent to the interests of the former. In 2 Edward 
IV., being then a knight, he accompanied the Earl of Kent in the expe- 
dition into Brittany, where landing with 10,000 men, they won the town 
of Conquet, and the Isle of Rh^e. His brother. Sib Thomas, who 
behaved valiantly at the battle of Towton Field, where the Yorkists pre- 
vailed, received the honour of knighthood from King Edward the same 
day, March 29, 1461. Sib Edwabd Waldegbave was a man of great 
power during the reign of Queen Mary, who granted him the manor of 
Chewton, in Somersetshire. He represented severally the counties of 
Wilts, Somerset and Essex, (for particulars of this gentleman, see 
Somebset). His grandson, Sib Edwabd, who was created a baronet, 
1 August, 1643, for his devotion to the royal cause, during the civil 
wars, sat for Sudbury, in 1586, (see Suffolk). Sib Henby, the 4th 
baronet, who was elevated to the peerage, 20 Jan., 1685-6, by the title 
of Babon Waldegbave, of Chewton, co. Somerset, was appointed in 
the following February, comptroller of the king's household. His lord- 
ship married Henrietta, natural daughter of James II., by Mrs. Arabella 
Churchill, sister of John, Duke of Marlborough. James, 2nd baron, 
was a diplomatist of distinction. Speaking of him, in his memoirs of 
Sir Robert Walpole, Own? observes, " He was born in 1684, and educated 

F 
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in the Roman Catholic religion. In 1722, he entered into the communion 
of the Church of England, and took his seat in the House of Peers. 
When it was thought necessary to send an ambassador to Vienna, for 
the purpose of executing the articles agreed on in the preliminaries, 
signed between England, France, and tiie emperor, at Paris, and of 
conciliating' the emperor, who had been dissatisfied with the king of 
England, Lord Waldegrave was selected as the person, whose mild, and 
affable demeanour, best qualified him for that negotiation. He filled this 
difiicult employment ten years ; during a period in which the disxmion 
between France and England was gradually increasing into an open 
rupture. For his services at Vienna, he was created Viscoxtnt Chewton 
and Eakl Waldegrate, 13 Sept. 1729, and his exertions at Paris 
were rewarded with the grarter. In 1740, he obtained leave to return, 
for the recovery of his health. He embarked for England, October, 
1740, and died at his seat at Navestock, in Essex, April 11th, 1741, set. 
57. He was in high confidence with Sir Robert Walpole, and was the 
foreign ambassador, in whom the minister, next to his brother, principally 
confided. He conducted himself in bis embassies with consummate 
address, and particularly distinguished himself by obtaining secret infor- 
mation in times of emergency. His letters do honour to his diplomatic 
talents, and prove sound sense, an insinuating address, and elegant man- 
ners." James, 2nd Earl, was appointed, 18 Dec, 1752, governor and 
privy purse to George 111., then Prince of Wales, and to Prince Edward, 
Duke of York, and in two days afterwards, being sworn of the privy 
council, took his seat at the board accordingly. In 1757, the earl was instal- 
led a knight of the garter, and in the same year appointed one of the tel- 
lers of the exchequer. His lordship married. May 2, an illegitimate daugh- 
ter of Sir Edward Walpole, (who on her husband's death, subsequently 
espoused His Royal Highness William Henry, Duke of Gloucester, by 
whom she was the mother of the late Duke of Gloucester, and of Princess 
Sophia, of Gloucester.) He died 13 April, 1763, having previously written 
a work, entitled " Historical Memoirs, from 1754 to 1757." John, 3rd Earl, 
represented Orford in the parliament of 1747 (see Suffolk), and New- 
castle-under-Lyne, in 1754-62. The honourable member for the borough 
of Bedford, the present Earl of Waldegrave, mentioned at the com- 
mencement of this article, is the fourth son of George, 4th Earl of Wal- 
degrave, by his first cousin, Elizabeth Laura, eldest daughter of James, 
the 2nd earl, and half sister to the late Duke of Gloucester. Entering 
the naval service, he obtained the rank of lieutenant, 29 July, 1806. In 
1804, he was present, as midshipman of the Indefatigable, at the capture 
of the Spanish treasure frigates ; and commanded a division of boats, 
at the capture and destruction of a French convoy in the bay of Rosas, 
Nov. 1, 1809. As captain of the Revenge, he assisted at the bombard- 
ment of St. Jean D'Acre, in 1840. He is now on the retired list of 
rear admirals. His lordship, who is of whig principles, supported, 
when in the house. Sir Francis Burdett's motions for parliamentary 
reform. He succeeded to the earldom, on the demise of his nephew, 
without issue, 28 Sept. 1846. 

Went WORTH, Thomas, Lord, sat for the county, in the Parliaments of 
1640-40, from the latter of which he seceded, in 1640, on being elevated 
to the peerage as Baron Wentworth, of Nettlested, in Yorkshire. 
The family of Wentworth is of great antiquity in Yorkshire. His lord- 
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ship was the eldest son of Thomas, 4th baron, (whose ancestor was 
raised to that dignity, in temp, Henry VIII.) and Eakl of CiiEVELAND. 
This nobleman was one of the most zealous supporters of the royal cause, 
during the unhappy times of Charles I., and suffered much, including 
imprisonment in the Tower. He had the satisfaction however, of witnes- 
sing the restoration of the monarchy, and headed a body of thre& hundred 
noblemen and gentlemen, in the triumphal procession of Charles II. to 
London. His son, the borough member, who behaved with great bravery 
throughout the civil wars, against the rebels, is frequently mentioned by 
Clarendon^ in his History^ where we find his horse beaten at Ashburton, 
and himself taken prisoner at the battle of Worcester. Dying in the life 
time of his father^ in 1664, without issue male, the earldom of Cleveland 
became extinct, and the barony of Wentworth descended into the female 
line, in the person of his daughter, the Lady Henrietta, who is described 
as " a woman of an elegant person and engaging manners." This lady 
resided at Toddington, in this county, wiUi an illustrious inmate, the 
Duke of Monmouth, whose attachment to her continued to his death. In 
an ancient plan of the manor house, two adjoining rooms are called the 
Duke of Monmouth's parlour, and my Lady's parlour. This criminal 
attachment was, for a considerable time, supposed to have been maintained 
with constancy, at least, on her side. On the scaffold, he spoke in vin- 
dication of her honour, although it was sufficiently notorious, nor did he 
deny it to the divines who attended him, that they lived together after 
he had forsaken the duchess. Lady Wentworth is said to have died 
broken-hearted in consequence of his untimely end. It is certain that she 
survived his execution but a few months. Upon her death, the barony 
devolved upon her aunt, and finally fell into abeyance, in 1762. The 
Wentworths derived their lands at Chalgrave and Toddington in this 
county, from the Cheneys. 

Whitbbead. Speaking of this family, which has been rendered 
eminent, no less by its enormous wealth, than by the great abilities of 
one of its members, Lysons^ in his Magna Brttannia, observes : " The Whit- 
breads are said by family tradition, as appears by an inscription on the 
monument of the present Mr. Whitbread's grandfather, in Cardington 
church, to have been of great antiquity in this county ; but their name does 
not occur in the list of gentry of the reign of Henry VI., nor is there 
any pedigree of the family, in the Herald's Visitations. It is certain, 
nevertheless, that Ion house, in Gravenhurst, which in the inscription 
above alluded to, is said to have been the ancient seat of the family, was 
sold by William Whitbread, Gent, in 1630, as appears by the title deeds 
of the present possessor." Samuel Charles Whitbbead, Esq. served the 
office of high sherifFof the county, in 1831, and William Henby Whit- 
bbead, Esq. in 1836-7. Their estates in Bedfordshire, consist of the 
manors of Cardiugton, Elstow, Potton, and W^arden, and a seat at 
Southill, which were purchased by — 

Samuel, who sai for the borough, in the Parliaments of 1768-74-80-84, 
succeeding on petition to that of 1774. He was returned for Steyning, 
in 1790. This gentleman, the architect of his own fortunes, appears, 
notwithstanding the antiquity claimed for his family by Mr. Lysons, 
as above mentioned, to have been the son of a Bedfordshire yeoman, who 
lived at the Bams, at Cardington, in this county, on an estate of £200 
per annum, which idtimately devolved to his son, who had been previously 

f2 
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apprenticed to a brewer. After many years* laborious application to this 
species of commerce, Mr. Whitbread's efforts were crowned with such 
brilliant success, that the originally confined premises, in which he carried 
on business, in Chiswell Street, became so vast and extensiTe, as not only 
to command general attention, but to receive the honour of a royal visit. 
With a property, estimated at least a million, and the third or fourth in 
point of value in the shire of Bedford, his benevolence kept pace with 
his good fortune. Towards the completion of the new county jail, he 
left a legacy of £500. He bequeathed £4000 towards the erection of the 
Bedford infirmary, and £4000 more for its endowment. In addition to 
this, he also established a ward for those afflicted with cancers in the 
Middlesex hospital, and settled on St. Luke's hospital for lunatics, a 
pepetual rent charge of 100 guineas. As a senator, Mr. Whitbread main- 
tained his independence and integrity, his political career being uni- 
form and unostentatious. The first occasion on which we meet with his 
name, in connexion with the House, is on the 25th Feb. 1774, when he 
recorded his vote in favour of perpetuating the Grmwille Act. On the 
debate on the land tax of four shillings in the pound, (28 Nov. 1777,) he 
complained greatly of the inequitable mode of its assessment and levy. 
In 1 780, he voted in favour of Mr. Dunning's motion respecting the in- 
fluence of the crown, and the abuses of the public expenditure. In the 
session of 1782, he supported Sir John Kous's motion for withdrawing 
the confidence of Parliament from the North administration, and on the 
debate on the Contractor's Bill, for restraining any member of parliament 
from accepting contracts from the treasury commissioner, suggested that 
as the public raised the money for these purposes, and were grievously 
taxed for the interest, they ought to have the disposal of it. In 1783, he 
was chairman of the committee appointed to inquire into the conduct of 
Mr. Christopher Atkinson, a member of the bouse, who was convicted of 
the crime of peijury, and subsequently expelled. In the session of 1785, 
he supported Mr, Pitt's motion for parliamentary reform, and reprobated 
the tax on female servants. On the debate in 1788, for granting Lord 
Newburgh an income of £2500, he advocated that measure. Mr. Whit- 
bread, who was high sheriff of Hertfordshire, in 1767, in which county 
he possessed the seat of Bedwell Park, (afterwards sold by hid son in 
1807, to Sir C. Smith, Bart.,) was twice married, his second wife being 
Mary, third daughter of the 1st Earl Comwallis. By the former, a Miss 
Haytor, he left on his demise, 8 June, 1796, a sou- 
Samuel, who sat for the borough in the Parliaments o/ 1790-96- 1802-06- 
07-12, This eminent commoner was bom in 1758. He inherited the 
brewery, and by a clause in his father's will, was compelled to retain a 
majority of the shares in his own hands. At his death, he held five- 
eights, which would of themselves have been a princely fortune ; but in 
addition to this he possessed landed estates to the value of £20,000 per 
annum (upon the plantations of one of which he had expended £120,000) 
and large property in the funds. Independently of his personal talents, 
Mr. Whitbread must in the county have occupied a position among the 
untitled aristocracy, both on account of his wealth and connexions. Great 
pains were taken with his education. He was /^ent for the usual time to 
Eton, and removed thence to St. John's College, Cambridge, on leaving 
which place he made the tour of Europe, under the care of Archdeacon 
Coxe, the celebrated author of publications on Switzerland, Russia, &c. 
In 1 789, Mr. Whitbread married Elizabeth, eldest daughter of the first 
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Earl Grey, by whom he had issue ; — ^Elizabeth, married to the Earl of 
Walde^rave. William, Henbt, and Samuel Chables, mentioned at 
the commencement of this article as sheriffs of Bedfordshire, and Emma- 
Laura. Returned for the borough of Bedford in the Parliament of 1790, 
Mr. Whitbread's political career commenced on the debate on the Bank 
Dividend Bill, when, on it being moved, 22nd March, 1791, "that the 
House should resolve itself into a committee upon the bill for applying to 
the public service the sum of £500,000. out of the balance remaining in 
the bank of England, from sums issued for the payment of dividends, on 
account of the national debt ;" he delivered his maiden speech, in which 
he contended that the bill was a breach of solemn contract between the 
public and the public creditors, and also between the public and the bank. 
In the same session he supported at considerable length, Mr. Grey's re- 
solutions against the war with Russia, and strongly animadverted on the 
unconstitutional doctrine of " confidence*' assumed on the part of mi- 
nisters, who wished for an entire reliance on their wisdom and integrity. 
In connexion with' the same matter, Mr. Whitbread, on the 29th of 
February of the following year, moved that ministers should be visited 
with the charge of gross misconduct. On the 13th March, he took a part 
in the debate atising out of the complaint against Mr. Rose, for abuses 
committed at the Westminster election, when he argued that the accusa- 
tion against that gentleman was specific. On Mr. Wilberforce's motion 
for the abolition of the Slave Trade (2nd April) he observed, that the 
arguments adduced, to prove that the trade was either founded in justice 
or in policy, had so completely failed, that he could not hesitate for a 
moment in the vote he was to give. His objection to the trade was, " that 
man was bought and sold ; that he was forcibly torn from that country 
allotted to him by nature for his habitation and support : that man was 
consigned over to the despotism of man ; and where man was delivered 
over to man, there must be tyranny on the one hand, and a deep sense of 
injury on the other. It was the quality of despotism to corrupt the 
heart, and without the aid of such corruption, many there must be among 
so great a number of despots by nature unfeeling and cruel." In as- 
signing his reason for supporting Mr. Grey's notice of a motion relative 
to parliamentary reform, (30th April), Mr. Whitbread said, that he 
had been actuated by the love he entertained for the principles of the 
constitution, and a sincere wish to hand them down to posterity. On the 
21st May following, he moved for an inquiry into the causes of the Bir- 
mingham riots, which he attributed to a religious fanaticism, and on 
the 25th of the same month, inveighed against the king's proclamation 
against seditious writings. In supporting Mr. Fox's motion, December 
15th, for sending a minister to Paris to treat with those persons who 
exercised the functions of executive government in France, touching 
such points as might be in discussion between the allied sovereigns and 
the French nation, he urged the policy of preserving peace with that 
country. 

On the debate 1st February, 1793, on the king's message for an 
augmentation of the forces, Mr. Whitbread, adverting to the atroci- 
ous deeds of '92, committed in France, denied that such had been the 
necessary consequences of the French Revolution, or that such horrors 
were the necessary associates of republicanism. To the conduct of the 
powers combined against the liberties of France, to the sanguinary 
manifestoes of the Duke of Brunswick, he conceived all these murders 
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were to be attributed. He professed himself an advocate for peace as 
connected with the prosperity of the country ; for the prosperity of the 
country as connected with its honour ; he therefore opposed the augmenta- 
tion of the forces — ^which argued coming hostilities— on the grounds that 
England was not justified in declaring war. On the 7th May following, 
Mr. Whitbread again appears in the field in support of Mr. Grey's motion 
for Parliamentary Reform, when he delivered one of his most eloquent 
speeches. On the 9th of the same month, he moved for inquiry into 
the conduct of government, in refusing to allow Englishmen, who had 
been ordered to quit France, by a decree, to land at Dover without 
passports, which he declared to be illegal. Nominated in this year, a 
member of the Secret Committee to inquire and report on proceedings, &c., 
agaiast - Warren Hastings, we find Mr. Whitbread on the 12th June, 
complaining of a libel on the managers of that impeachment. 

On the 7th Feb., 1794, Mi. Whitbread on the debate on the abolition 
of slavery, again urged the immediate adoption of that measure. On the 
6th March, he brought forward his motion for a separate peace with 
France. On the 17th of the same month, expressing his indignation at 
the conduct of the King of Prussia towards La Fayette, he supported Ge- 
neral Fitzpatrick's motion forthe interference of England, and on the 16th 
April, opposed the bill for enabling subjects of France to enlist as soldiers 
in our regiments. At the commencement of the session of 1795, 
we again find him arguing the cause of the abolition of slavery. On 
the 1st June, he opposed the Prince of Wales's Annuity Bill, as also 
Nov. 25, the Seditious Meetings Bill. On the 9th December, he intro- 
duced his bill for regulating the wages of labourers in husbandry, which 
empowered justices of the peace to fix the minimum, and which required 
the repeal of the former act of Elizabeth, permitting the justices to fix 
the maximum. In the session of 1797, he moved for an inquiry into the 
conduct of ministers, relative to the invasion of Ireland, when he was 
supported by a respectable minority. In the course of his speech he stated, 
that the city of Cork, with stores and provisions to the amount of nearly 
one million and a half, were in danger of falling into the enemies* hands. 
On the 10th May of the same year, he moved a vote of censure on Mr. 
Pitt for his conduct with respect to the seamen, in delaying to represent 
to the House, an estimate of the smn necessary, to defray the expences of 
the increase of their pay, which was negatived. 

In a lengthened speech, in the debate on the overture of peace from 
the consular government of France, delivered the 3rd Feb., 1800, he ar- 
gued that the proposals of Buonaparte for a general peace, should not 
be refused, though at the same time he spumed at any terms fraught 
with dishonoiu: to this country. In the same year he again brought forward 
his biU to regulate the wages of labourers in husbandry, which had been 
dropped. On the debate on the Budget, 5th April, 1802, arising out of 
Mr. Addington's proposition to raise the sum of £25,000,000 by way of 
loan, by imposing very heavy additional duties on beer, malt, and hops, 
Mr. Whitbread, who from his position was peculiarly qualified to ju^e 
of the policy of such proceedings, strenuously opposed the measure on 
the ground of its oppressive nature. In the memorable debate of 1803, 
relative to the king's message for breaking ofi* all discussions with France, 
he declared with Mr. Fox his opinion that it was essential for us to avoid 
the calamities of war. In the same session and in 1804, we frequently 
meet with his name in the discussions respecting the volunteer system ; 
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and as he himself commanded a body of his own constituents at Bedford, 
consisting of 336 rank and file, he was of course acquainted with that 
subject. But it was on April 8, 1805, that he distinguished himself in a 
manner calculated to connect his name with the annals of his country. 
Amongst the measures for the reform of public expenditure, either me- 
ditated or resolved upon during the administration of Mr. Addington, 
an inqidry into the abuses of the naval department, was one of the most 
prominent. A bill was passed in 1803, appointing and empowering com- 
missioners to take examinations with a view to the discovery of abuses. 
This bill, in a great degree, originated with Lord St. Vincent, then at the 
head of the admiralty* Upon Mr. Pitt's reaccession to power. Lord 
Melville was appointed to fiU that important station. In the meanwhile, 
the commissioners had been with much diligence pursuing their investi- 
gations, the result of which was, the production of several successive 
reports, one of which, the tenth, implicated his lordship, whilst in the 
situation of treasurer of the navy. A public accuser being wanted, one 
possessing a high character for eloquence, integrity and talent, was found 
in the person of the member for Bedford, who on the 8th Aprils 1805, 
moved certain resolutions all tending to criminate the nobleman in 
question. To this motion Mr. Pitt proposed an amendment, which was 
however lost by 216 to 217; for the fnends of Lord Sidmouth having 
joined the old opposition on this occasion, the nimibers were exactly 
equal when the question was only determined by the casting vote of the 
Speaker. This important measure was afterwards attempted to be fol- 
lowed up by an impeachment ; but Mr. Bond substituted a criminal 
prosecution, which was carried by a majority of one only ; 467 dividing 
on each question. Mr. Lycester, M.P., for Milboume Port, however, 
brought the subject once more, before the House, and an impeachment 
was finally decided on by a majority of twenty-three, the ayes being 166, 
and the noes 143. A committee of twenty- one was then chosen, of which 
Mr. Whitbread was nominated chairman ; and in that capacity repaired 
to the bar of the House of Peers, and impeached " Viscount Melville of 
high crimes and misdemeanors, in the name of all the Commons of 
England." Soon after this he brought in a bill of indemnity, on certain 
conditions, in behalf of Mr. Trotter (who appears to have employed the 
public money to his own private advantage) in order to enable him to 
give a full, independent and disinterested testimony. The case as is 
well known, terminated in the acquittal of the viscount, a decision which, 
though unexpected by the House, reflected in no degree upon the leading 
part taken by the member for Bedford in the affair, who in his cha- 
racter of public accuser, had conducted himself with a degree of talent, 
ability and moderation universally admitted. On the 11th July, 1806, 
he moved for the act (25 George III. c. 31.) relative to the office of 
treasurer of the navy, being taken into consideration. About this time he 
distinguished himself greatly on a variety of occasions, and took an 
active part in all debates on public affairs. He made a long and excel- 
lent speech relative to the negotiation with France, in which he disap- 
proved of all that had occurred subsequently to the illness of Mr. Fox, 
and concluded by moving an amendment. In 1807, he brought forward 
his scheme for amelioratinp^ the Poor Laws, a question, to the conside- 
ration of which he had given up much time, and which was totally un- 
connected with party and politics. His great object was the education of 
the poor, a circumstance intimately connected with their morals and re- 



72 BEDFORDSHIRE. 

ligion, the model he held out was the parochial school- system of Scot- 
land. His exertions however in this cause proved fruitless. 

On the debate on Mr. Ponsonby's motion, 3rd Feb., 1808, respecting 
the expedition to Copenhagen, Mr. Whitbread expressed himself in 
strong language against that affair, and on the 8th of the same month 
moved for certain papers relative thereto* On the lOth he supported the 
Curates* Suspension Bill, the repeal of which had been proposed. On 
the 16th he moved for papers relative to the mediation of Russia and 
Austria, and on the 29th, after reviewing the information then before the 
House, made a motion for entering immediately into a negotiation for 
peace, which was negatived. During this session he was one of the few, 
who from motives of political economy, opposed the large grant of 
£9000 per annum to Lord Lake for his services in India. On the de- 
bate, (16th March), on the king's message relative to the grant of 
£1,100,000 for fulfilling his majesty's engagement with the King of 
Sweden, Mr. Whitbread moved an address expressive of dissatisfaction, 
inrhich was negatived without a division. In the session of 1809 he 
distinguished himself greatly during the important debates relative to the 
orders in council, which measure was then loudly condemned, and, after 
being for a time suspended^ was at length totally discontinued. He also 
took an active and .prominent part in the inquiry and examination into 
the conduct of the royal duke who presided over the army, and al- 
though he found much to blame On that occasion, yet, at a future season, 
he seized the first opportunity to afford his testimony in behalf of his 
royal highness, whose administration as commander-in-chief had con- 
tributed not a little to the happy and glorious termination of our con- 
test. These events, however, did not prevent him, after the overthrow of 
Buonaparte's government, from blaming the conduct of the congress, and 
exposing the ambitious views of some of the sovereigns, particularly in 
^respect of Saxony. On the return of the emperor from his exile in the 
island of Elba, Mr. Whitbread, emphatically censured the declaration 
of the allies, more especially that part of it which seemed to recommend 
th^ detestable principle of assassination. He opposed a new war, and 
protested against dictating a government to France, or forcing the 
Bourbons upon the French people by foreign bayonets. On the splendid 
success of the British arms at Waterloo, he concurred in a tiribute of 
national gratitude to the Duke of Wellington, although he declared 
that his opinion as to the impolicy and injustice of the contest was still 
unshaken. On the 6th July of the same year, in a fit of mental aber- 
ration, he terminated his existence. 

Perhaps the greatest tribute ever paid to the mfemory of this distin- 
guished commoner, was the unanimous opinion expressed by all parties 
as to his merit, his greatest opponents admitting that he was a man of 
Vigorous mind, generally informed, devoted to business, zealous in aU 
his pursuits, and one whose death occasioned a considerable void in our 
parliamentary history, in the relations of private life, and in all the 
honourable situations of the magistrate, country gentleman, and active 
member of society. On the formation of a new ministry in 1 806, Mr. 
Cobbett, in his Political Register, observed in an article relating to ap- 
pointments on that occasion : ^* As to omissions in the new arrangement, 
the nation feels some degree of disappointment at Mr. Whitbread's not 
being placed in a high place of trust and confidence. For: his services, 
he, in all likelihood, wants not money ; but there are no honours, there 
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are no marks by which merit may be distinguished, that would be too 
much for him. He has given proofs of public spirit and public virtue 
seldom surpassed, and of talents, industry and perseverance that yield 
to nothing of the kind ever witnessed in this coimtry. Were he to die, 
a monument and a public funeral it would indeed become parliament to 
vote and the king to sanction.** In reviewing his political character we 
cannot fail to be struck with the thorough independent uncompromising 
spirit which guided all his actions. Unlike Burke, who declared that 
a man should sacrifice, or at least suppress, his own opinion when it 
difiered from that of his party, we find him frequently standing forth 
single-handed to combat with the prejudices of his time. Entering on 
the field of politics when genius abounded in the land, he ably executed 
his part. In comparing him with his great prototype. Fox; — ^it may be 
said that though he had not all the talents of that great statesman, he 
equalled him in his virtues, and surpassed him in firmness, acquirements, 
utter devotion to his parliamentary duties and patriotism ; this latter 
quality has thus been commemorated in the lines-^ 

" Patriots alas I the few that have been found 
Where most they flourish, upon English ground. 
The CQuntry's need have scantily supplied, 
And the Last left the scene when Whitbbbad died." 

Perhaps there is no trait in the character of a public man that re- 
dounds more to his credit or argues more strongly in favour of liberality 
pf principle than the one which induces him to pay a tribute to the 
departed merit of a bitter and powerful opponent. This quality, Whit- 
bread possessed in an eminent degree — ^thus we find him eulogising the 
virtues,/ talents and abilities of Pitt, on the demise of that minister ; and 
some years after, on the decease of Dr. Lawrence (the firm supporter of 
Mr. Burke's French measures) calling upon the House to acknowledge 
that gentleman's singular merit. Ever the advocate of the oppressed, 
he interposed boldly, if not efiectually, in the cases of Messrs. Palmer, 
Skirving, Muir and Gerald, who had been sent to Botany Bay, in con- 
sequence of the avowal of their opinions, either by printed or oral de- 
clarations, on the two great subjects of political attention at that period, 
viz. : the origin of the war abroad and a reform of parliament at home. 
Alluding to his exertions in behalf of the abolition of slavery, Mr. 
Wilberforce observed in the House : " He had been always one of the 
most able and most zealous advocates of that great cause, in which he 
himself had embarked for the benefit of the human race. Wherever 
the comforts, the rights, the happiness of individuals were concerned, 
he was ever ready to exert his great powers, the more in proportion as 
they were friendless and unprotected, with a view to the advantage of 
society." 

William Henby, sat for the borough in the Parliaments pf 1818- 
20-26-30-31-32, This gentleman, the eldest son of the preceding, was 
born 4 January, 1795, and served the ofiice of high sheriff of the 
coimty in 1837. When in the House,^ — ^which he never personally ad- 
dressed — ^he voted on liberal principles, supporting the motions for par- 
liamentary reform, and Roman Catholic relief. He also seconded Mr.^ 
Hume in his views of economy and retrenchment, and voted in 1825, 
for the repeal of the assessed taxes. He is the present representative 

o 
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of his family. His brother, Samuel Charles, sat in parliament for 
Middlesex (which see) in 1820-26. 

Whitlock, Bulstbode, returned for the borough in the Parliament of 
1654, but made his election for Buckikghamshibe, (which see.) 

Williams, John, sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1554. 
The considerable estates attached to the monastery of St. Neots, in 
Colmworth, were granted in 1542 to Sir Richard Williams, alias Crom- 
welL 

Winch. Of this family, seated at Everton in this county, — 
Htjmphbeit, sat for the borough in the Parliaments of 1592-97-1601-3, 
seceding from the last on being appointed in 1606 a member of the 
council of Trade and Plantations. He was subsequently knighted, 
created puisne judge of the common pleas, 7 November, 1611, and died 
25 February, 1624, in the 70th year of his age. He was buried in 
Pembroke Hall cloisters, Cambridge. His son, Onslow Winch, served 
the office of sheriff of Bedford, 9 Charles I. 

Sib Humphrey, Babt., who sat for tlte borough in the Parliament of 
1660, and for the county in the Parliament of 1661, and who was one of 
the commissioners of the admiralty, purchased about the year 1654, 
the manor of Hawnes (in this county which was afterwards sold to Sir 
George Carteret,) and being thence designated, was created a baronet, 
9 June, 1660. He died about 1703, without issue, when the baronetcy 
became extinct, although it was erroneously assumed by his nephew, 
Humphrey Winch, of Bramston, Lincolnshire. 

Wingate, Edmund, sat for the county in the Cromwellian Parliament of 
1654. The Wingate Family, which is now extinct in the male line, held 
the manors of Lightgrave and Biscot, obtained in the 17th century; its 
seat was for many generations at Sharpenhoe, in Stratley parish, where 
the county member, who is mentioned by Hutton, in his Philosophical 
Dictionary, as being' one of the cleverest writers on arithmetic, &c., in 
the English language, was bom in 1593.* In 1610, he became a com- 
moner of Queen's College, Oxford, and after taking a degree in arts, re- 
moved to Gray's Inn, London, where he studied the law. " But his geny," 
says Wood in his Athence Oxoniensis, " being more bent to the noble 
study of mathematics, which had before been promoted and encouraged 
at Queen's College, did at length arrive at great eminence in that faculty, 
and was admired by those in London that there professed it." When 
in France, in 1624, he published the scale or rule of proportion which had 
been invented by Gunter, and while in that country gave instructions 
in the English language to the Princess Henrietta Maria, afterwards 
wife of Charles I. and to her ladies. On his return to England, he 
became a bencher of Gray's Inn, afterwards took the covenant, was 
made justice of the peace, recorder of Bedford, and had other places 
of profit conferred on him. His name occurs in the register of Ampthill 
Church as a justice in 1654, at which period, according to the repub- 

• LvsoNS, in his Magna Britanmat states that he was bom here, a fact which is 
however contradicted by Chalmbr the Biographefy and most other writers, who attri- 
bute that honour to Yorkshire. 
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lican custom, marriages were celebrated by the civil magistrate. In 
1650 he took the engagement oath, became intimate with Cromwell, and 
was one of the six who were elected for the town and county of Bed- 
ford, in the parliament of 1654, about which time he was appointed one 
of the commissioners for that county, to eject from their situations those 
loyal clergymen and schoolmasters who were accused as being scandalous 
and ignorant. He died at Gray's Inn in 1656, and was buried in the 
parish church of St. Andrews, Holborn. Mr. Wingate was a volumi- 
nous ^vriter. We subjoin a list of his works. 1. The use of the Pro- 
l>ortional Rules in Arithmetic and Geometry. Also the use of the 
Logarithms of Numbers, with those of Lines and Tangents, printed in 
French, at Paris, in 1624, 8vo., and at London, in English, in 1626, 
1645, and 1648. In this book, the author speaks of having been the 
first who carried Logarithms to France ; but an edition of Napier's 
Description and Construction of Logarithms, was printed at Lyons, in 
the year 1620, being four years earlier than Wingate's publication.* 
2nd. Of Natural and Artificial Arithmetic, or Arithmetic made easy, 
London, 1630, Svo. : It has also gone through numerous other editions, 
the best of which is one by a Mr. Dodson. 3rd. Tables of Logarithms 
the Lines and Tangents of all the Degrees and Minutes of the Quadrant, 
with the use and application of the same, London, 1633, Svo. 4. The con- 
struction and use of Logarithms, with the resolution of triangles, &c. 

5. Ludus Mathematicus, or an explanation of the description, construc- 
tion, and use of the numerical table of proportion, London, 1654, Svo. 

6. Tactometria du Tetagne-nometria, or the Geometry of Regulars, &c., 
Svo. 7. The exact Surveyor of Land, &c., Svo. S. An exact Abridge- 
ment of all Statutes in force and use from the Magna Charta to 1641, 
Svo. 9. The Body of the Common Law of England, &c., Svo. 1655. 
10. Maxims of Reason, or the Reason of the Common Law of England, 
165S, folio. 12. Statuta Pacis ; or, the Table of all the Statutes 
which any way concern the office of a justice of peace, &c., 12mo. 
12. An edition of Britton, a lawyer who wrote in the reign of Edward 
I., a very useful law book, 1640, 12mo. Mr. Wingate, it is supposed, 
was also the editor of some other law books, which show equal judg- 
ment and industry; his mathematical works however are the most 
celebrated. 

Wright, Georgb, sat for the borough in the Parliament of 1547. The 
Wrights were described as of Knotting. John, of this family served 
the office of high sheriff of the county, S Anne, 1708, 

• Our English biographers have always attributed the invention of Logarithms to 
Mr. Napier, an assertion which is however untrue:— a Frenchman of the name of 
JusTB fivRGk', being the original discoverer of that science, as is clearly proved in an 
article in the Biographic Universelle. — Ed. 
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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 



From the Spectator, 
" This is a large undertaking by Mr. O'Byme ; but.it promises to be, when 
finished, a very complete and useful work, forming an unequalled repository 
of Parliamentary biography and statistics and county history. Mr. O'Byme 
proposes to combine in his work the various compilations in the Parlia- 
mentary returns, supplying their omissions and correcting their errors, so 
as to exhibit first and foremost a complete list of the members returned 
from 1547 to the present time, with foot-notes explaining any particular 
circumstance connected with their election : a biographical notice of each 
member, with some account of his ftimily^ will follow these lists : and last in 
importance, though first in order, there will be a topographical sketch of the 
county and its boroughs returning members. The tables are clear and 
compactly presented, the foot-notes succinct, and the biographical notices 
furnish information equivalent to that in a biographical dictionary — ^which 
the work is in feet, only limited to the use of M.P's." 

From the Atlas. 
" The object of this publication is to combine the features of such works 
as those of Luton and Mereweather, which contain an account of the local 
electoral rights of this kingdom^ and compilations like those of Browne 
Willis, devoted to lists of membera alone. Mr. O'Byme's work possesses 
the further advantage of beginning with the reign of Edward^VL, when the 
journals of Parliament were published for the first time, and carrying down 
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the hifltory and the lists chronologically to the present time.^ It is full of 
personal and genealogical matter^ and aspires to the character of a complete 
political biography of the empire. It appears to be carefully executed, and 
is in all points of view an important addition to our P&rliamentary history." 

From the London Telegraph, 

" As far as can be judged from the first part of Mr. O'Byme^s work, it will 
prove a highly valuable appendage to a political library, and be equaUy in- 
teresting to the general reader. The intention of the author is set forth in 
the title-page, and the tabular matter in the present part is very clearly 
arranged, with explanatory foot-notes^ from the journals of the House of 
Commons, relative to contested elections, &c. 

" The first table contains a list of the Speakers from the first Parliament 
of Edward VI. to the election of the Right Honourable C. S. Lefevre, in 
November, 1847, with the different places they were returned for, and the 
duration of each Parliament. The statistical details appear to be very 
elaborately drawn up, both for the county and the borough. 

" The biographical portion is arranged alphabetically ; it contains ances- 
tral anecdotes, interspersed with the parliamentary services of the different 
members." 

From the Bedfordshire Mercury ; and also the Bucks Gazette. 

" We have been so accustomed to have our critical services engaged for 
the least useful part of literature, that the subject of this notice was looked 
on by us as a catchpenny production for sale^ but we find on perusing it 
much most valuable information to every one who becomes a resident of 
Bedfordshire, as it places in his hand a mass of highly interesting records 
of the leading families therein. To members of those families it is an entail 
of honorary distinctions, by which, when they may by vicissitudes of for- 
tune be in poverty, their respect and consideration will be secured in the 
days even of the most mushroom gentry. There is always attached to past 
elevation of condition a consideration, because it has stamped an ii^lli- 
gence that is never obliterated from the descendants of those great men 
who enjoyed it. 

'• The part before us shews how many great men have lived in this 
county up to this day, and participated in the march of civilisation and the 
progression of human mind that forms the feature of 1848. 

" We shall make very free with the author's valuable labours, and take 
many records from the volume relating to different families that are our 
friends in this county. 
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" From the prefatory notice to Part I., we learn that the work of 
Browne Willis, a copy of which is in the Bedford town library, is ' marked 
in the catalogue of books at six guineas.' As many of the most valuable 
volumes of the town library have been stolen, we hope that this may not 
be abstracted, and like some of them be found in the library of the British 
liiuseum. 

" No person of freehold property in Bedfordshire will feel inclined to be 
without this part of the work," 

From the Bedfordshire Monthly Advertiser, 

" We need no supernatural powers to predicate that this will be a for- 
tunate speculation. So many people are directly or indirectly connected 
with the history which it contains, that if only half of them should each 
purchase a copy the sale will be very great. But the work is one of general 
interest as well : a summary of the contents of the first number will abun- 
dantly prove this. First, there is a preface, then a Ust of parliaments from 
1 £dw9rd VI., 1547, to 10 Victoria, 1847 — a short notice of the county 
generally — a comparative view of the county expenditure and poor-rates for 
many years past — a chronological list of members for the county — a general 
history of the borough — a chronological list of its members— and last, a 
very interesting series of biographical sketches of all the members who 
have sat from 1 547 either for town or county." 

^ From the Berkshire Chronicle, 

" The First Fart of this important work has just been issued. Taking 
the Counties in alphabetical order, it commences, with Bedfordshire, and 
after some brief statistical information, enumerates, in chronological suc- 
cession, the Members for the County. It then furnishes a similar state- 
ment respecting the Representatives of Bedford, which is the only Parlia- 
mentary Borough in the County. The remainder of the Work is occupied 
by a very interesting biography of the gentlemen who have sat for the 
County and Borough. As among these were many men of great political 
eminence, the narrative becomes of great historical value, while the do- 
mestic details, incident to their lives, give a local and an^quarian value to 
^he Pubhcation. It is a spirited attempt on the part (^f the author, Mx. 
O'Byrne, and we hope it will receive adequate encouVagement. Berk- 
shire will, of course, form the subject of the Second Part, tod we have no 
doubt will be well received in our own County, so lamentably deficient in 
Topographical literature." 



ERRATA TO PART II. 

Page 82, line 7 from the top, for 340 acres read 303 acres. 

_ 83, — 18 for £160 read £100. 

21 for bailiffs x^bA aldermen, 

— 84, — 1 — ■ for the parishes, &c. read part of the 

parishes, &c. 

Note. — Abingdon, and not Reading, as inaccurately stated, is the county 
town of Berkshire. 
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PREFATORY NOTICE. 



It was the Author's intention to have allowed this part of his work 
to have passed from his hands without comment, reserving such for the 
next portion, Buckinghamshiae — which will complete the first volume 
of the Represeniaiive History of Great Britain and Ireland. 

To his subscribers, however, he has to apologize for the delay that has 
occurred in the appearance of this number. Had he been aware of the 
immense labour that awaited him in its production, he would certainly 
have named a more distant day of pubUcation. He trusts, nevertheless, 
that such delay will be found more than compensated for by the accuracy 
and detail to which it has led. 

To have merely collected the topographical particulars of the county 
and boroughs of Berkshire, interspersed as they are, with much original 
matter, and including complete lists of the Members of Parliament from 
the reign of Edward VI. to the present time, with annotations on the 
various franchise questions that have arisen during the last three cen- 
turies, would, in itself, have constituted a wc^k of considerable research ; 
when, however, to this is added a complete record of each gentleman's 
family, whose name occurs on the Lists of Members — amounting in the 
aggregate to nearly 400 individuals — the laborious nature of the task may , 
perhaps be in some degree estimated. 

Had there been any distinct source to which he might have applied for 
the historical matter, he now submits to the public, its collection might 
have been made in a comparatively short period. The Berkshire Chronicle 
m its recent Review of the First Part of this work, alluded to the lament- 
able deficiency of its county in topographical literature. — ^The truth of the 
remark has been severely tested. 

Ashkole's Antiquities of Berkshire, which appeared in the early part of 
the last century, more than a hundred years ago, are but poor collections 
of church epitaphs and pedigrees, rendered useless from the total absence 
of dates. Ltsok's Berkshire, in his Magna Britannia, though forming an 
excellent record of the descent of the manors of that county from family 
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to family, possesses but little matter on the subject of personal history. 
Co ate' s Annals of Reading, owing to its want of a general index, could 
be but seldom consulted ; the information derived from it, was of course, 
of a local character. 

From this it is evident that recourse must have been had to other re- 
cords than those possessed by the county of Berkshire. To enumerate 
the number of works thus consulted among the invaluable manuscripts 
and printed books in the British Museum, would be an almost endless 
task. Suffice it therefore to state that every standard work on the sub- 
ject of Genealogical, Biographical and Parliamentary History, including 
numerous obsolete pamphlets and diumals, has been referred to; — ^and 
here the Author would take the opportunity of returning his best thanks 
to those gentlemen who have kindly come forward and tendered him their 
valuable assisttoce by affording him access to family documents connected 
with the subject of the following pages. To the Town Clerks, also, who 
have with much courtesy favoured him by revising his proof sheets, he 
begs to offer his sincere acknowledgments. 

In conclusion, that the following records of Berkshire, gleaned as they 
are from works of the highest authority, and embracing as they do, a history 
of the greatest families ever connected with that county, will be hailed as 
an acquisition by the gentry of Berkshire, the Author trusts he will not 
be considered presumptuous in confidently expecting ; for independently 
of the numerous families who will find their names immediately con- 
nected with this History, the men of Berkshire cannot but contemplate 
with satisfaction and pride, an attempt, however poorly executed, to 
place on record the loyal and constitutional spirit of their ancestors, 
as at all times evinced by their votes, which have returned to the House 
of Commons, some of the most illustrious senators of which the brilliant 
annals of that assembly can boast. 
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BERKSHIRE, 22 EDWARD I. 

Berkshire, or as it is written by our older topographers, Barkshire, is 
an inland county of England, included in the Oxford circuit, and in the 
diocese of Oxford, forming an archdeaconry of itself. It extends from 
5P 19' to 5r 48' N. lat., and from 34' 30" to r 43' W. long. The 
extreme length is 48 miles ; greatest breadth, 29 ; and circumference, 208. 
It comprehends an area of 752 square miles, and consequently 481,280 
acres ; or, according to the population returns of 1841, 481,280 acres. On 
the north it is bounded by the Thames, which separates it from the counties 
of Gloucester, Oxford, and Buckingham ; on the east by Surrey ; on the 
south by Southampton ; and on the west by Wiltshire. The population 
amounted in 1801 to 109,215; in 1811, to 118,277; in 1821, to 131,977; 
and in 1831, to 145,200. According to the last census, there are 80,231 
males, and 80,916 females. Total, 161,147. The same return also esti- 
mates the number of houses at 31,653, inhabited ; 1590, uninhabited ; 207 
building. It is divided into 20 hundreds, viz. Beynhurst, Bray, Charlton, 
Compton, Cookham, Faircross, Farringdon, Ganfield, Hormer, Kintbury- 
Eagle, Lambourn, Moreton, Ock, Reading, Ripplesmere, Shrivenham, Sun- 
ning, Theale, Wantage, and Wargrave. It contains the boroughs of Reading, 
Wallingford, Windsor, and Abingdon. 

Berkshire is chiefly an agricultural county ; and possesses some of the 
finest corn-land tracts in the kingdom. The western and central parts are 
considered the most fertile ; the east and south being chiefly occupied by 
Windsor Forest, with a considerable portion of waste and unenclosed lands. 
The most fertile district is the vale of the White Horse, which receives its 
name from the figure of a gigantic horse cut on the side of a hill^ so as to 
expose the white chalk below. The vale of the Kennet is next in natural 
fertility, and perhaps superior in cultivation. Wheat, oats, barley, beans, 
peas, buck- wheat, vetches, rape seed, turnips, and potatoes, are extensively 
cultivated ; as also, though in a minor degree, onions, carrots, hops, wood, 
flax, asparagus, and lavender. The average rent of land is about 25*. per 
acre. The predominant wood of the county is hazel ; but ash and alder are 
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not uncommon. The cattle are generally of the long-homed or common 
county breed ; there is a strongly marked breed of sheep, called Not-sheep. 
said to be native ; but pure specimens are not common. Pigs and poultry 
are numerous in the dairy districts, and, from the proximity of London, very 
profitable to the farmer. The true Berkshire breed of pigs is highly es- 
teemed. Much malt is made in the county and exported. 

The general state of agriculture in Berkshire is neither of the most im- 
proved kind, nor yet to be greatly found fault with. The number of rich 
proprietors who hold land to some extent in their own hands is considerable; 
they employ intelligent bailiffs, and improved modes of cultivation are readily 
tried by them. The most perfect machines and implements may be found 
on their farms, and every tiling new finds some person ready to give it a 
trial ; but there are many obstacles to their general adoption. Old methods 
keep a certain hold of practical men, and it is perhaps fortunate that it is 
so, for no new method should be generally adopted till long experience has 
proved its utihty. The two extremes of an obstinate adherence to a de- 
cidedly bad system, and en incautious adoption of new inventions are equally 
unreasonable. There are in this county a great many small proprietors, or 
yeomen who cultivate their own farms, consisting of forty, fifty, or eighty 
acres. They live frugally, and the times do not much afiect them ; but 
they have no inclination to try new schemes ; the old methods satisfy them, 
and if they can live and pay their way they are contented. The size of the 
farms in Berkshire varies considerably ; in the chalky districts they are 
large, some containing a thousand acres ; but in the richer soils they are 
mostly from one hundred to four hundred acres ; in the forest districts they 
are generally of small extent. 

The manufactures of this county, consisting chiefly of silk, mats, sacking, 
and sail-cloth, are comparatively of no importance : its prosperity mainly 
depending upon the import and export of commodities, through the medium 
of the Thames and the railway, with which latter species of communication 
it is well supplied, being brought into connection with almost every part of 
the country. 

From a recent parliamentary return, we take the following principal items 
of the numbers of occupants in the county. 1. Agricultural labourers, 
18,469. 2. General labourers, 3278. 3. Domestics, 11,221. 4. Farmers 
and Graziers, 1880. 5. Boot and shoe makers, 1682. 6. Carpenters and 
joiners, 1353. Persons of independent means are numbered at 4779, and 
alms people, pensioners, paupers, and beggars at 2229. The total annual 
value of real property assessed to the Property and Income Tax in the 
county in 1842 was £967,465 ; of this £594,903 was on lands ; £310,104 
on houses ; £29,866 on tithes ; £191 on manors; £14,163 on fines; £52 
on fisheries ; £8874 on canals ; and £9317 on property not comprised in 
the foregoing. From a return ordered by the House of Commons in 1842, 
we find that the total annual value of real property in 1815 in this county 
was £652,082 ; in 1841 the total annual value of real property assessed to 
the poor rates amounted to £732,116; of this £477,570 was on lands; 
£199,999 on dwelling-houses; and £8896 on all other kinds of property. 
The total amount of money levied for poor-rates in the latter year was 
£92, 109, at the rate of 2*. 6d, in the pound on annual value of real property 
assessed, or £4 : 11*. 5d. per head. The following tables shew the annual 
income and expenditure of the county-rates and poor-rates ; the former from 
1792 to 1838 ; the latter from 1748 to 1839. 
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Year 


1792 


1793 


1794 


1795 


1796 


1797 


1798 


1799 


Income 


£1192 


1842 


1934 


1766 


2117 


2380 


2665 


2435 


Expenditure. . . . 


£1874 


1758 


1939 


1982 


2409 
1804 


2764 


2253 


2524 


Year 


1800 


1801 


1802 


1803 


1805 


1806 


1807 


Income 


£2845 


2809 


2321 


2718 


3150 


4148 


4561 


4908 


Expenditure. ... 


£3440 


3665 


3033 


2198 


2921 


4411 


4673 


4798 


Year 


1808 


1809 


1810 


1811 


1812 


1813 


1814 


1815 


Income 


£4905 


4961 


4967 


5981 


4910 


4248 


4795 


5001 


Expenditure.. .. 
Year. 


£4913 


5456 


4863 


6073 


6776 


6097 


5823 


6932 


1816 


1817 


1818 


1819 


1820 


1821 


1822 


1823 


Income 


£6280 


4261 


5871 


6830 


7637 


7405 


7848 


10,780 


Expenditure. . . . 


£5441 


5236 


5918 


6121 


6748 


6507 


8482 


8409 


Year 


1824 
£5617 


1825 
7011 


1826 
9450 


1827 
6994 


1828 
8747 


1829 
9228 


1830 
9228 


1831 
9228 


Income 


Expenditure.... 


£7337 


8373 


6832 


9272 


7427 


8412 


9826 


9991 


Year 


1832 
11,207 


1833 
9307* 


1834 
9307* 


1835 
10.876 


1836 
5916 


1837 
8497 


1838 
8742 




Income 


Expenditure. . . . 


9560 


8625* 


8625* 


8252 


6697 


9190 


8158 





POOR-RATES. 



Year 


1748.9^0 


1776 


1783-4-5 


1803 


1813 


1814 


1815 


1816 


Income .... 


£17,150 


39,726 


49,646 


96,861 


188,418 


156,335 


122,352 


119,674 


Expenditure 


£15,971 


36,718 


47,006 


85,605 


165,106 


133,838 


104,509 


105,815 


Year 


1817 


1818 


1819 


1821 


1824 


1828 


1832 


1833 


Income .... 


£156,382 


173,917 


159,783 


136,593 


109,137 


112,124 


144,297 


136,'400 


Expenditure 


£141.870 


157,959 


143,243 


112,659 


91,110 


96,258 


121,217 


114,718 


Year 


1834 


1835 


1836 


1837 


1838 


1839 




Income .... 


£127,230 


109,305 


86,120 


67,713 


73,306 


74,100 




Expenditure 


£103,641 


88,694 


67,344 


57,386 


60,979 68,100 





* The accounts marked thus * being defective in those particular years, the sums have 
been supplied hy the average of the same years in other counties. 
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Excepting at a very early period, when occasionally different sheriffs were 
appointed for each, Berkshire and Oxfordshire were united under the same 
till the 9th of Queen Elizabeth. This county has returned knights of the 
shire to parliament from the time of the first summons in the reign of Ed- 
ward I., Mr. Prynn dating the first writ from the 28th of that monarch. 
By the Reform Act it has received an additional member. The number of 
registered electors in the county is 55 13, and the polling places are Abingdon, 
(which is also the nomination place), Reading, Newbury, Wantage, Brack- 
nell, Maidenhead, Great Farringdon, and East Ilsley. 

Chronological List of Mkmbbrs from 1 Edw. VI. to 10 Victoria. 



Par. 

1547 
1553 

1553 

1554 
1554 
1555 
1557 
1558 
1562 
1571 
1572 



1585 

1586 
1588 

1592 

1597 

1601 

1603 

1614 
1620 

1623 



Members. 



Hen. Norreys. Thos. Denton. 
Hen. Neville. Sir Wm. Fitz- 

william, Knt. 
Sir Fran. Englefield, Knt. Wm. 
Hyde. 
Sir Rich. Bridges, Knt. „ 

„ Sir F. Englefield, Knt. 
Wm. Hyde. 
Jno. Fettiplace. „ 

Sir Hen. Neville, Knt. 

„ Jno. Cheyne. 

Rich. Ward. 

Sir Edw. Unton, Knt. Wm. 

Forster. 

1574 Wm.Norreys, v, Forster, 

(deceased). 

Sir Hen. Neville, Knt. Edw. 

Unton. 

Thos. Parry. „ 

Sir Hen. Norreys, Knt. Sir 

Edw. Hoby, Knt. 

Sir Hen. Unton, Knt. Sir 

Humph. Forster, Knt. 

Sir Hen. Norreys, Knt. Sir 

Fran. Knollys. 

Sir Rich. Lovelace, Knt. Geo. 

Hyde. 

Sir Hen.Neville, Knt. Sir Fran. 

Knollys. 

F, Knollys. 

Sir Rich. Lovelace, Knt. Sir 

Robt. Knollys. 

Sir Rich. Harrison, Knt. Edm. 

Dunch. 



Par. 



1625 

1626 
1627 
J 640 
1640 



Members. 



1653 
1654 

1656 



1658 
1660 
1661 



1679 

1680 
1681 



Sir Fran. Knollys, Knt. Sir 
Edm. Dunch, Knt. 
Jno. Fettiplace. " 

„ Sir Rich. Harrison, Knt. 

„ Hen. Marten. 

1646 Sir Fran. Pile, Bart, v, 

Fettiplace (disabled,) 
1649 Philip, Earl of Pembroke 

and Montgomery, v. Pile, 

(deceased,) 
1 64 9 Henry Neville, v, Pem- 
broke, (deceased,) 
Sam. Dunch. Vine. Goddard. 

Thos. Wood. 
Geo. Purefoy. Edm. Dunch. 

Sir Robt. Pye, Bart. Jno. 

Dunch. Jno. Southby. 
Wm. Trumbull. Jno. Southby. 

Edm. Dunch. Jno. Dunch. 

Wm. Hyde. 
Jno.Dunch. Sir Robt.Pye,Bt. 
Sir Robt. Pye. Rich. Powle. 
Jno. Lovelace. „ 

1670 Rich. Neville, v, Lovelace 

(elevated to the peerage.) 
1676 Sir R. Powle, Knt. v. 

Neville (deceased.) 
*1678 Wm. Barker, t?. Powle 

(deceased.) 
Sir Humph. Forster, Bt. Wm. 
Barker. 
Rich. Southby. „ 



• 1678, Oct. 21. A petition of Henry Alexander, Earl of Stirling, in the kingdom 
of Scotland ; complaining of an undue practice in the sheriff of Berkshire, in returning 
William Barker, Esq. together with the petitioner, to serve in this parliament as knight 
of the shire in injury of the petitioner, who alleged that he was duly elected and ought 
to have been singly returned. The parliament was soon after dissolved, and the petition 
does not appear to have been heard. — Joum, of H. of C, Vol. 9. 
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Par. 


Members. 


Par. 


Members. 


1685 


♦Rich. Southby. Sir Humph. 


1746 Hen. Pye, v. Packer fde- 




Forster, Bart. 




ceased.) 


1688 


Lord Norreys. Sir Hen. 


1747 


Hen. Pye. P. Powney. 




Winchcombe, Bart. 


1754 


>» II 


1689 


tSir Humph. Forster, Bt. „ 




1757 Arth. Vansittart, jun. v. 


1695 


Rich. Neville. 




Powney (deceased.) 


1698 


99 t> 


1761 


Hen. Pye. Arth. Vansittart. 


1700 


tt >» 




1766 Hon. Thos. Craven, v. 


1701 


Sir Jno. Stonhouse, Bt. „ 




Pye (deceased.) 


1702 


» >i 


1768 


§A Vansittart. Hon. Thos. 


1705 


99 9» 




Craven. 


1708 


*» *l 




1772 Jno. Elwes, v. Craven 


1710 


„ Rt. Hon, Hen. St. John. 




(deceased.) 




1712 Robt. Packer, v, St. John 


1774 


Jno. Elwes. Christoph. Griffith. 




(a peer.) 




1776 Win. Hen. Hartley, v. 


1713 


Sir Jno. Stonhouse, Bt. Robt. 




Griffith (deceased.) 




Packer. 


1780 


W. H. Hartley. Jno. Elwes. 


1715 


»i »* 


1784 


II Geo. Vansittart. Hen. James 


1722 


+ »» »» 




Pye. 


1727 


>» #> 


1790 


Win. Hen. Hartley. 




1731 Winch. H. Packer, v. 




1794 Chas. Dundas, v. Hart- 




Packer (deceased.) 




ley (deceased.) 




1734 Wm. Archer, v. Ston- 


1796 


% Geo. Vansittart. Chas. Dun- 




house (deceased). 




das. 


1734 


Wm. Archer. W. H. Packer. 


1802 


»i ** 




1739 Penyston Powney, v. 


1806 


II i> 




Archer (deceased.) 


1807 


„ [das. 


1741 


P. Powney. W. H. Packer. 


1812 


**Hon.R.Neville. Chas.Dun- 



* 1685. May 23. A petition of the Lord Stirling, complaining of the undue election 
and return of Richard Southby, Esq. No report appears upon this petition. — Joum. qf 
H. of C, Vol. 9. 

1 1689, May 24. A petition of Richard Neville, Esq. stating that the petitioner and 
Sir Henry Winchcombe were duly elected ; but that the sheriffs returned Sir Henry 
Winchcombe and Sir Humphry Forster. Committee of opinion that Sir Humphry 
was duly elected. — Joum. of H. qf C, Vol. 10. 

1 690, April 2. A petition on behalf of the major part of the freeholders of this county 
was read ; setting forth that the Right Hon. Montague Lord Norreys and Sir Humphry 
Furster were on the 24th Feb. last fairly elected ; but that the sheriff had returned Sir 
H en. Winchcombe instead of Lord Norreys. Petition rejected. — Joum. qf H. ofC, Vol. 10. 

X 1722, Oct. 24. A petition of Henry Grey, Esq. was read ; shewing that at this 
election the petitioner. Sir John Stonhouse, Bart., and Robert Packer, Esq., were can- 
didates ; the two latter of whom, by bribery and other indirect practices, did prevail 
upon many people who had no freehold in the county to swear themselves freeholders; 
whereby they obtdined a majority upon the poll ; and furthermore, that the under-sheriff 
was in a riotous manner knocked down and trampled upon in the execution of his office ; 
and prayings &c. Petition subsequently withdrawn. — Joum. of H. qf C, Vol, 20. 

§ This election was contested by John Stone, Esq. when the poll stood, Vansittart, 
1519; Craven, 1389; Stone, 634. 

II At this election Mr. Hartley lost his seat, the poll being, Vansittart, 678 ; Pye, 
677; Hartley, dOl. 

H G. Loveden Loveden, Esq. was an unsuccessful candidate at this hotly contested 
election, the poll being, Vansittart, 1332 ; Dundas, 1332 ; Loveden^ 846. 

** At this contested election the poll stood, Dundas, 1717 ; Neville, 1574; William 
Halleti, 525. This election lasted 1 5 days. The total number of freeholders polled 
was 1992. 
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Par. 


Members. 


Par. 
18,^3 


Members. 


1818 


*Hon. R. Neville. Chas. Dun- 


§R.G.Throckmorton. R.Pal- 


1820 


t „ ., [das. 




mer. Jno. Walter. 


1826 


Robt. Palmer. „ 


1835 


llJno. Walter. R. Palmer, 


1830 


»» >* 




Ph. Pusev. 


1831 


Robt. Geo. Throckmorton. „ 


1837 


% Lord Barrington. „ „ 




1832 J Robt. Palmer, v, Dan- 


1841 


»» »i »> 




das {a peer.) 


1847 


4> »> f> 



ABINGDON BOROUGH, 4 PHILIP & MARY. 



This borough and market town, having separate jurisdiction in the hundred 
of Hormer, union of Abingdon, county of Berks, is 65^ miles W.N.W. of 
London ; 25 N.W. of Reading ; 6 from Oxford ; and 14 by water from 
WalUngford. It is 4 miles north of the Great Western Railway, and on 
the post-road from Henley-on-Thames to Farringdon. The borough 
is divided into the two parishes of St. Nicholas and St. Helen, and com- 
prehends an area of 340 acres, with a population of 5,585, of which 2,633 
are males, and 2,952 females. The population of the parliamentary borough 
amounted to 5502, and there are also 1289 inhabited houses, 51 uninlm- 
bited ; and 9 building according to the last census. 

The first charter, which is still the governing one, is of the 3 & 4 
Philip & Mary, 1557. There are also others bearing date 7 Eliz. 1565, 
7 James I , 1609, 17 James I., 1619, and 14 George III., 1774. These, 
however, do not materially difier from the governing charter, with the pro- 
visions of which the practice of the corporation accords. We may here 
observe that both Banbury and Abingdon received their charters, which 
were virtually the same, on the same day. Notwithstanding this, these 
two charters met with very different fates, for in 1660, on a question whe- 
ther the word " burgesses" in the charter to Abingdon, extended to the 

* Mr. Hallett was again an unsuccessful candidate, the poll being, Neville, 1224; 
Dundas, 1 154 ; Hallett, 640. Election lasted 15 dajs. Total number of freeholders 
polled, 1849. 

f Mr. Hallett again lost his election, after keeping the poll open for fifteen da js with- 
out any chance of success. The poll stood, Dundas, 1084 ; Neville, 1055 ; Hallett^ 132. 
Total number of freeholders polled, 1258. The three general elections of 1812 — 18 and 
20 were the only ones at which the freeholders of this county polled from 1796 to 1831. 

X Mr. Hallett was for a fourth time an unsuccessful candidate. The poll stood, Pal- 
mer, 1210 ; Hallett, 984. 

§ Philip Pusey, Esq. unsuccessfully contested the county, the poll being, Palmer, 
2942 ; Throckmorton, 2774 ; Walter, 2479 ; Pusey, 2440. Total number polled, 4863. 

II The number of electors registered as qualified to vote was 5632. The number of 
electors who actually voted, 4779. 

H E. G. C. East, Esq. lost his election, the poll being. Palmer, 2556 ; Barrington, 
2360 ; Pusey, 2312 ; East, 1302. Total number of registered electors, 5599. Number 
voted, 3707. 
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inhabitants'* — the committee decided that they did. In 1689, it was as- 
sumed by all parties that the right was in the scot and lot men. In 1708, 
there was a resolution that it was in the inhabitants paying scot and lot, and 
it was afterwards so continued. Thirty-one years after the decision of 
1660 above stated, upon the question — Whether the right of election in 
Banbury was in the mayor, aldermen, and capital burgesses, or in the 
burgesses at large ? the committee emphatically determined that the right 
was in the mayor, aldermen, and capital burgesses only \ The cause to which 
these two conflicting conclusions is attributed is to Dr. firady*s Treatise on 
Borough Elections, which appeared a year before the decision relative to 
Banbury. That writer, whose partiality has been justly called into question, 
and who is spoken of by Dr. Stuart as the slave of a faction, taking a 
local interest in the affairs of Banbury, published the above-named work in 
169(X with the view of disproving the right of election in the inhabitants 
at large, and establishing it in the select bodies of corporations. In his 
endeavours to establish this important point, he misstated and misquoted the 
charter to which we have alluded, and further omitted all mention of the 
decision of 1 660. The result was as we have seen. 

The old corporation of Abingdon consisted of a mayor, twelve principal 
burgesses and sixteen secondary burgesses. The mayor had a salary of 
£150. Under the 5 & 6 William IV., c. 76, it has received a commission 
of the peace, and a court of quarter- sessions has been appointed. The 
style of the corporate body, which now consists of a mayor, four aldermen, 
and twelve councillors, is, ' The mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses of the bo- 
rough of Abingdon." The assizes are held alternately at Reading and 
Abingdon, and the petty sessions for the division of Abingdon at Abingdon. 

During the late war, the manufacture and trade in sail-cloth and sackings 
was considerable ; but owing to the competition of the establishments in the 
North of England and Scotland, this source of employment has materially 
diminished ; carpetting and malting are also carried on here. Leland 
refers to a considerable manufactory of clothing as established at Abingdon, 
and says expressly that the town " standeth by clothing ;" but this had de- 
clined before the time of Queen Mary. This branch of trade has been re- 
vived by the skill and perseverance of the firms of Hyde and Son, and Harris 
and Tomkins, which give employment to upwards of 2000 men and wo- 
men, in making all kinds of wearing apparel. Many hundreds of the per- 
sons so employed are inhabitants of the villages for miles round the neigh- 
bourhood. The total annual value of real property assessed in the borough 
to the property and income tax, is (according to a return in 1842) £24,037, 
of this. £1,180 is on lands, £14,563 on houses, and £112 on tithes. The 
Abingdon Poor Law Union, embraces a district of seventy- seven square miles, 
containmg thirty-eight parishes. The average annual expenditure for the 
poor in this district during the three years preceding the union was £14,467 ; 
expenditure in 1838, £8335. A workhouse has been erected at Abingdon 
for this union at an expense of about £8,500. 

The borough sent once (11 Edw. III.) upon a peremptory summons, a 
representative to the National Assembly, a privilege, however, which was 
not again exercised till the receipt of its charter in 3 & 4 Philip & 
Mary, 24th November, 1556. The right of election has always been 
vested in the inhabitants paying scot and lot, and not receiving alms or any 
charity. Abingdon has generally been considered an open and unshackled 
borough. The present constituency comprehends in addition to the scot 
and lot men, the renters of 451 houses of £10. The greatest number of 
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electors, polled for thirty years prior to the Reform Act, was 253. Tlie 
mayor is the retunimg officer. 

The Parliamentary bomidaries of the borough are co-extensiye with the old 
boroogh of Abingdon, comprising the parishes of St. Nicholas and St. Helen. 



Chronological List or Mbmbbrs 


FROM 1 Edw. VI., to 10 Victoria. 


Par. 


Members. 


Par. 
1627 


Members. 


1557 


Oliver Hyde. 


John Stonhoose. 


1558 


Robert Byng. 


1640 


Sir Geo. Stonhoose, Bt. 


1563 


Oliver Hyde. 


1640 


>9 




1566 Anthony, u. Hyde (de- 


1645 


Jno. Ball, V. Stonhouee, (dw- 




ceasedj 




diled). 


1571 


T. Forster. 


1648 


»» 


1672 


*• 


1654 


Thos. Holt. 




1572 Rich. Beake, v. Forster 


1656 


>• 




(deceased,) 


1658 


Sir Jno. Lenthall, Kt. and Bt. 


1585 


Edw. Norreys. 


1660 


*Sir Geo. Stonhoase, Bt. 


1586 


Miles Sands. 


1661 


tGeo. Stonhoase. 


1588 


Sir Edw. Norreys, Knt. 


1679 


Jno. Stonhouse. 


1592 
1597 


Wm. Braonche. 


1680 
1681 


Sir Jno. Stonhoase. 




*> 


1601 


Robt. Ryche. 


1685 


»> 


1603 


Sir Rich. Lovelace, Knt. 


1688 


Thomas Medlicott. 


1614 


Robt. Hyde. 




On Petition. Sir John Ston- 


1620 


«« 




house, Bt.,v. MedlicoU.^ 


1623 


Robt. Knollys. 


1690 


Simon Harcoart. 


1625 


SirRobt. KnoUys, Knt, 


1695 


99 


1626 


•> 


1698 


§ 



* 1660, April 27. The question which was mooted at this election, at which Sir 
John LenthiUl was returned by the mayor, and Sir Gieorge Stonhouse by the bailiffs, 
was important. It was, WheUier the word, ** Bubobssbs*' mentioned in the charter, 
was to be understood as meaning the whole inhabitants of the town, or only the cor- 
poration ? Resolved, **'lliat the word 'Burgkssbs' extends to the inhabitants at lai^ge 
within the borough.*' Such being the case. Sir George Stonhouse was declared duly 
elected, he having a majority of voices. — Joum. qf H, qf C, FoL 8. 

+ 1677« March, 21. The petition of Sir Robert Hanson to be elected for this borough 
dismissed.— JoKTM. qf H. qf C, Fol, 9. 

t 1688, Januaiy 16. A petition of Sir John Stonhouse against the retum of Thomas 
Medlicott, Esq., on the score of undue election. Resoived, " That Thomas Medlicott, 
Esq., is not duly elected.** '^That Sir John Stonhouse is duly elected.'* The House 
agreed to the fint resolution, but negatived the second 8 May ; a new writ was ordered. 

1689. drd June. A petition of Sir John Stonhouse, complaining that he was duly 
elected, but that the mayor had returned John Southby, Esq. 

Reeoived, 8th January, 1690. ** That all those who receive alms, according to Act of 
Parliament, have no voices in the elections." ** That those inhabitants who receive any 
constant alms weekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly, have no voices in the elections." 
** That John Southby is not duly elected." " That Sir John Stonhouse is duly elec- 
ted.** All these resolutions were agreed to by the House. — Jowm. qf H, qf C, Fol. 10. 

§ 1698, December 12. A petition of William Hucks, Esq., complaining of the 
gross partiality of John Selwood, the mayor in returning Simon Harcourt, Esq. It 
appeared that a letter had been produced at the news house at Abingdon, subscribed 
Charles Medlicott encouiaging an interest to be made for the petitioner, Mr. Rucks, 
against Mr. Harcourt, stating that he was a disaffected person ; if he got into the 
House would go nigh to be Speaker, and if he were put by, it would be of great ser- 
vice to the government ; that the lords of the admiralty would protect the watermen 
and bargemen from being pressed, and if they desired it, they should have some of 
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Par. 

1700 
1701 
1702 
1705 
I7O8 



1710 



1718 
1715 
17^2 



Members. 



Simon Harcourt 



♦Grey Neville. 

Sir Simon Harcourt. 

On Petition.^ ^m, Hucks, 

V. Harcourt. 
Sir Simon Harcourt. 
1710 James Jennings, v. Har- 

couit, (accqtted office), 
Simon Harcourt. 
James Jennings, 
t Robert Hucks. 



Par. 


Members. 


1727 


Robert Hucks. 


1734 


»» 


1741 


John Wright. 


1747 


John Morton. 


1754 


§ .. 


1761 


»> 


1762 


John Morton, v. The same {ac- 




cepted office.) 


1768 


II John Morton. 




1770 Nath. Bayley, u.Morton, 




{not duly elected.) 


1774 


^John Mayor. 



Lord Oxford's regiment, or no soldierSj if they pleased, quartered on them. The com- 
mittee resolved, **That Simon Harcourt, Esq. is duly elected." **That Mr. Hucks* 
petition is fiivoloas, Texatious, groundless, and scandalous." Which resolutions were 
' agreed to by the house. The house further resolved, *' That the proceedings of Wil- 
liam Hucks, Esq., in presuming to make use of the authority of government to the 
borough of Abingdon in order to be elected a burgess of the same borough, is a scan- 
dalous reflection upon the government, and tends to subvert the freedom of elections of 
members to serve in Parliament." Ordered, ** That William Hucks, Esq. be com- 
mitted to the custody of the serjeant-at-arms." — Joum, qf H. qf C, Vol. 12. 

* 1705, November 2. A petition of Sir Simon Harcourt complaining that through 
the partiality of Joseph Spinnage, late mayor, in admitting many persons to poll who 
had no right, and through divers other indirect practises, a majority of votes was ob- 
tained for Grey Neville, Esq., the mayor denying the petitioner a scrutiny, though he 
had promised it No report on thispetition'appears on the journals. — J.of H.of C, VoL 15. 

+ 17U8. November 24. A petition of William Hucks, Esq., was read, shewing that 
at the election of a burgess for this borough, the petitioner and Sir Simon Harcourt 
were candidates ; that Sir Simon by menaces, and other illegal praotices of himself and 
his agents, procured several votes for him, and several were admitted to vote for him, 
who had no right ; and that Sir Simon had prevailed with John Selwood, mayor of the 
said borough, to return him, though the petitioner was duly elected by a majority of 
qualified and uncorrupt voters, and ought to have been returned instead of the said Sir 
Simon Harcourt. The return was amended, and William Hucks declared to be duly 
elected. Joum. of H.of C, Vol. 16. This decision is mentioned in Burgh* 8 Political 
Disquisitions (vol. i. p. 294.) where that writer quotes the words of Sir Simon 
Harcourt as " reflecting severely on the House, and the wicked arts used against him ; 
insisting to the last that he was the legal member, by a clear majority, by the most 
fair estimation.'" 

X 1722, October 1 8. This election was contested by Sir John D'Oyley, Bart, and 
James Jennings, Esq., when both the unsuccessful candidates petitioned against the return 
of Robert Hucks, Esq., which petitions were afterwards withdrawn. — Joum. of H.of C, 
Vol 20. 

§ This election was contested by Henry Thrale, Esq. Poll, Morion 133; Thrale, 100. 

II This election was hotly contested by Nathaniel Bayley, Esq. Poll. Morton, 126; 
Bayley, 124. Mr. Bayley petitioned to have the return amended in his favour, which 
was done. — Joum. of H. of C, Vol. 32. 

T[ Mr. Bayley again contested the borough. Poll, Mayor, 146; Bayley., 116. The 
unsuccessful candidate again petitioned to have the return amended in his favour, 
whereupon two questions arose. Ist, whether the high sheriff of a county may be chosen 
for a borough within his county ? 2d, whether, if he be not eligible, on such notice as 
was given in the present case, the votes for him are thrown away, and the other 
candidate, who had a smaller number of legal votes, ds duly elected; or whether it is 
a void election ? The committee negatived both these questions by declaring John 
Mayor, Esq., ineligible to a seat within the county, for which he was high sheriff, and 
that Nathaniel Bayley, Esq., who had a minority of votes was not duly elected. Election 
declared void, and a new writ issued. Joum. of H, of C, Vol. 35. 
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Par. 


Members. 


Par. 


Members. 




1775 John Mayor, v. The same 


1811 Sir Geo. Bowyer, Bt.,!?. 




{former election void.) 




Bowyer, (resigned.) 


1760 


*John Mayor. 


1812 


II Sir G. Bowyer, Bt. 




1782 Henry Howarth, v. 


1818 


John Maberly. 




Mayor, (resigned). 


1820 


,, 




1783 Edw. L. Loveden, v. 


1826 


f * 




Howarth, {deceased). 


1830 


^ John Maberly: 


1784 


Edw. L. liOveden. 


1831 


»♦ 


1790 


it 


1833 


** Thomas Duffield. 


1796 


T, Theophilus Metcalfe. 


1835 


tt .. 


1802 


t 


1837 


t + 


1806 


+T. Theophilus Metcalfe. 


1841 


§§ 


1807 


§ George Knapp. 




1844 Sir F. Thesiger, v. Duf- 




1810 Henry Bo wyer.u.Knapp. 




field, (vacated). 


1 (deceased.) 1 


1847 


Sir F. Thesiger. nil 









READING BOROUGH. 23 EDWARD I. 



This county town of Berkshire, (written in the Domesday Book, Rkdinges) 
is situated at the confluence of the river Kennett with the Thames. The 
bridge over the Kennett, on the road to Bath, about a mile above its confluence 
with the Thames, is 38f miles from London ; 17 miles, E. by N. of New- 
bury, on the road to Bath; 8 miles S.W. of Henley ; 15 miles S.S.E. of 
Wailingford, on the road to Oxford, distant 28 miles : and 15 J miles 
north of Basingstoke, on the road to Southampton, distant 45 miles. The 
area of the borough amounts to 2080 acres, and the population in 1841, 
to 18,937; of these 8750 were males and 10,187 females. The population 
of the parliamentary borough amounted to 18,499. The number of houses 
were estimated in the same return at 3,637 inhabited, 252 uninhabited, 44 
building. 

Reading is said to be a borough by prescription : the earliest charter of 
incorporation, of which any traces are to be found, was granted in the 

* This election was contested by Thomas Wooldridge, Esq. (Poll. Mayor, 137; 
Wooldridge^ 55), wlio, on losing his election petitioned against the return of hisopponent, 
who was declared duly elected. — Joum, of H, of C, Vol, 1^8. 

+ This election was contested by George Knapp. Poll, Metcalfe, 111 ; Knapp, 102. 

X Mr. Knapp was again an unsuccessful candidate. Poll. Metcalfe, 125 ; Kn'appf 118. 

§ Sir T. Metcalfe, Bart., lost his election. Poll. Knapp, 120; Metcalfe, 113. 

II A contested election. Poll. Bowyer, 112, Richard Marnell, IV. 

il A contested election PoU. Maberly, 159 ; E, Fuller Maitland, 94. 

•• A contested election Poll. Duffield, 157 ; Lt,-Col, W. L. Maberly, 43 ; Thomas 
Bowles, 1. Number of electors on the register, 300 ; number polled, 201. 

++ Number of electors on the register, 293. 

XX Number of electors on the register, 324. 

§§ Number of electors on the regieter, 323. 

nil A hotly contested election. Poll. Thesiger, 153 ; General James Caulfield, I i)\. 

Number of electors on the register, 315. Return unsuccessfully petitioned against. 
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37th year of the reign of Henry III. (1253). The charter which is 
not in existence, merely granted to the hurgesses of Reading, an exemp* 
tion from tolls and pleas throughout England, and was confirmed upon an 
inspeximushy the 18 Edward III. (1345), except as to the exemption from 
pleas. The charter of Eklward III., was reconfirmed in temp, 2 Richard II. 
(1379), 2 Henry IV. (1399), 5 Henry VL (1427), 2 Henry VII. (1485). 
This last reconfirmation, in addition to former privileges and immunities, gave 
a power to elect two sergeants-at-mace^ to attend upon the mayor, and 
exempted the burgesses from serving on juries out of the borough. A 
charter of the 34 Henry VIII., after confirming the one above named, in- 
corporated the mayor and burgesses of Reading, and granted them the 
assize of bread, wine and ale. The only circamstance worthy of notice in 
this charter is, that it recognised the existence of an officer called a stew- 
ard of the borough, by authorising the court of record to be holden before 
him or his deputy. The charter of Henry VIII. was confirmed by an inspexi- 
mus of the 1 Edward VL (1547) ; and the *i EHzabeth (1560), after reciting 
the charters of Henry VII. and VIII. defined the hmits of the borough by 
marks and bounds, and gave it the rents of certain lands, and a new form 
o£ incorporation. By this latter charter, the burgesses were for the first 
time divided into primary and secondary burgesses. The charter of Eliza- 
beth was confirmed by James I., and in the 14 Charles I., the present 
governing charter was granted, which was confirmed in 1649 by the 
" Keepers of the Uberties of England,** and also by Charles II. soon after 
the Restoration. An entirely new constitution of the borough was formed 
by a charter of the 2 James II., but the officers elected under that charter 
were removed by the order in council of the 1 7 October 1 688, and the 
charter itself was cancelled by the king's attorney-general. Since that 
time, the directions of the 14 Charles I. have always been followed in the 
borough. Besides these, the 1 William IV. increases the number of jus- 
tices of the peace for the borough, and confirms all former liberties. 

The governing charter, styling the corporation ** the mayor, aldermen and 
burgesses of the borough of Reading in the county of Berks," appointed a 
mayor, twelve aldermen, twelve assistants, a high steward, a steward or recor- 
der, two chamberlains, a town clerk, three sergeants-at-mace, a bridewell 
keeper, &c. and authorised the holding of a court of quarter sessions, court of 
record and court leet ; the bishop of Salisbury, his chancellor or commissary, 
the mayor or deputy mayor, the ex-mayor and the six senior aldermen, to com- 
pose the court of quarter sessions, with jurisdiction to try all felonies, capital 
ofiTenders being excluded in the practice ; and the recorder, mayor or deputy- 
mayor, and aldermen, or any two of them, to compose the court of record. 
Under the Municipal Reform Act, the borough is included in schedule (A.) 
amongst those, to have a commission of the peace, which has accordingly 
been granted, and the court of quarter session reappointed. The borough 
was divided by the act into th^ee wards, and appointed to be governed by six 
aldermen and eighteen councillors. 

The woollen manufacture was established at Reading towards the close of 
the 1 3th century, and that it had attained to a considerable extent, may, in 
part be inferred from one of its manufacturers, in 1624, bequeathing £7,500, 
in trust to the mayor and corporation, for building a house, in which to 
employ the poor in that manufacture. The intent was carried into efiect by 
the erection of a quadrangular edifice, with an ornamental gateway, which 
had the title of the ** Oracle." 'fhe woollen manufacture was carried on 
in the building, until the town became involved in the conflict between the 
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parliamentary and royalist forces, when the Oracle was despoiled of its 
property, and the building converted into a depdt for military stores ; from 
this disaster the wooUen manofactore never recovered. Sailcloth and other 
fabrics of coarse linen, and various manufactures were afterwards partially 
carried on, and there are stiU a few looms employed in the weaving of silk, 
ribands, &c. The town however is not now entitled to consideration for its 
manufactures. Its present importance consists in its being the centre of a 
very extensive traffic in flour — above 20,000 sacks being annually sent to 
London — ^timber, bark, hops, wool, cheese, malt, beer, and all the agri- 
cultural products of a very fertile district, which are forwarded by barge and 
railway to the metropolis. This traffic is materially facilitated by the canal 
which unites the Severn and the Thames, through the intermediate streams 
of the Avon and the Kennet. 

The total annual value of real property, in the division of Reading, as- 
sessed in 1842, to the income and property tax, amounted to £186,200, 
of this £101,903 was on lands, £79,874 : 14s. on hoases, and £4,874 on 
tithes. The Reading poor law union comprehends the three parishes of St. 
Lawrence, St. Mary, and St. Giles, embracing an area of eight square miles. 
The poor rates in 1838, amounted to £7,320 : 7s. The expenditure on the 
poor, in 1840, to £4.941 ; 16s. 

Reading has regularly returned two members to parliament, from 23 
Edward I.* Previously to the reign of Elizabeth, the guild- merchant at 
Reading was divided into ^ve companies, which were composed of freemen, 
and under a variety of grants and charters had an exclusive right to trade 
with the borough ; at this period therefore, the privileges of the guild-mer- 
chant were an inducement to tradesmen to become free burgesses ; but these 
charters were dissolved before the date of the governing charter. It was 
formerly a matter of controversy, whether the right of electing representa- 
tives in parliament, was not confined to the free burgesses ; but in 1714, the 
elective franchise, which, by entries in the corporation diary, appears to have 
been long before exercised by the inhabitants at large, was formally deter^ 
mined by a committee of the House of Commons, to be in the inhabitants of 
the borough, paying scot and lot.f Since the dissolution of the guild- 

* In tlie 25 Henrj III. a Parliament was held here, and in the 4l8t of the same reign, 
a council. Another Parliament was held in the 31 Henry VI. 

t This right was vested in temp. Edward I., Edward II., Edward III., Richard II., 
Henry V., and Henry VI., in the comtrumalty of the town ; in temp, Edward IV., "in 
the bailiffs and eomrburgeaaea of their unanimous consent and assent" In the reign of 
Henry VII., the burgesses claimed to be a body corporate ; re-asserted this usage to 
return members to Parliament, who were elected by the com-burgesses. In the reign 
of Henry VIII. the members were elected by the mayor, burgesses and commonalty. 
An entry occurs in the reign of Queen Mary, in the corporation diary, of a compromise 
made between the burgesses and the mayor, who had been their representative in Parlia- 
ment, with respect to his wages, for which he was entitled to £5. being 2b. a day for 50 
days, but he was contented to take the sum of 208. to be paid by the burgesses of the 
hall ; although the charge ought to have been borne .by the inhabitants of the borough. 
From which it appears, that the inhabitants were even at that time, considered as the 
persons subject to the burdens of the place, and there can be no doubt that they were 
also entitled to its privileges. In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, a striking usurpation 
seems to have occurred, in which the high steward, for the first time, exercised the power 
of nominating one of the burgesses to the then next parliament— said to be intended 
only as a personal compliment to Queen Elizabeth. But the succeeding high steward 
exercised the right, on condition of exonerating the town from the payment of the 
members* wages, which usage was continued for a considerable time afterwards, for in 
the 20 James I., the Earl of Wallingford, being high steward, nominated Sir Francis 
Knowles, who was returned as member. He also nominated Sir Robert Knowles, who 
was a candidate ; but the recorder. Sir John Saunders, was elected by a larger number 
of votes. The following agreement was entered in the Diary : — " Seeing that the mayor 
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merchant, and the last determination as to the right of voting, there has 
been no motive for taking up the freedom of the borough, except for the 
purpose of becoming a member of the corporation, a member of parhament 
for the borough, or a percipient pf certain local charities. For more than 
a century therefore, the only mode of obtaining the freedom has been by 
the appointment of the mayor, aldermen and assistants, and their practice 
has been to confer the freedom on the party about to be elected to any of 
the situations above specified ; and occasionally, on certain distinguished in- 
dividuals as honorary freemen. 

The present constituency of the borough, comprehends the inhabitants 
paying scot and lot, including the renters of 1154 houses of £10. The 
greatest number of electors poUed for thirty years prior to the Reform Act, 
was 1010. The mayor is the returning officer. 

The boundaries of the parUamentary borough coincide with those of the 
municipal, comprehending the entire parish of St. Lawrence, and parts of 
the parishes of St. Mary and St. Giles. 

Chronological List op Members from I Edward VI. to 10 Victoria. 



Par. 



1553 
1554 
1554 
1555 

1557 
1568 
1563 
1571 

1572 
1585 
1586 
1588 
15«^2 

1597 
1601 
1603 
1614 



Members. 



Wm. Gray. Jno. Marshe* 

Jno. Bourne, (Mayor) Jno. 
Winchecombe. 



Thos. Vachell, 
Robt. Bowyer 
Jno. Bourne. 
Thos. Vachell. 



Thos. BeU. 
Jno. Lovelace, 
Edm. Plowden. 
Jno. Bell, 
(Mayor) 
Thos. Aldworth. „ 

Hen. Knollys. „ 

„ Robt. Robotham. 

Hen. Knollys, Junr. Jno. 

Hastings. 
Robt. Knollys. Francis Alford. 
„ Robt. Harris. 



Humph. Donnatt. Chas.Wed- 

nester. 
Humph.Forster. Fran. Moore. 
Fran. Moore. Anth. Blagrave. 

„ Sir Jer. Bowes, Kt. 

„ SirW.Lovelace,Kt.(Q.) 



Par. 



1620 
1623 
1625 
1626 
1627 
1640 

1640 
1645 



1648 

1654 
1656 
1658 
1660 
1661 

1679 
1680 
1681 



Members. 



Anth. Barker. Jno. Saunders. 
Sir Fran. Knollys,Jun.Kt. „ 



„ Sir Fran. Knollys, 
Senr. Knt. 

Tanfield" Vachell, v, Knollys, 
Jun. (deceased), 

T. Vachell, r. VacheU (election 
void), 

Daniel Blagrave, r. Knollys, 
Senr. 

Robt. Hammond. 

Daniel Blagrave. — — 

„ Henry Neville. 

Thos. Rich. Jno. Blagrave. 

Sir Thos. Doleman. Rich. Aid- 
worth. 

Nathan Knight. Jno.Blagrave. 



and burgesses have chosen me to be one of their burgesses at the next parliament, I do 
herebj promise to bear my own charges in this service, and that thej shall be quitted 
from the payment of any wages." But in 1627, the 3 Charles I., the Earl of Banbury, 
the then high steward, nominating a stranger, the burgesses refused to elect him, and 
wrote letters to the earl, requesting that they might be allowed to continue neighbours ; 
and after waiting fourteen days without receiving an answer, they retunied their own 
member, which so offended the earl, that he sent in his resignation. In 1659, before the 
Hestoration, an unconstitutional latitude was given to the right of election in this 
borough, lodgers and inmates being then allowed to vote. 



90 



READING BOBOUGB. 



Par. 



1685 



1688 

1689 
1695 
1698 



Members. 



*Jno. Breedon. Thos. Coates. 

On Petition, Sir W. Rich, 
Sir Henry Fane, v. the 
former (election void) 

Sir Wm. Rich, Bt. Sir Hen. 
Fane. 



John 



XSiT Owen Backingham, 
Dalby. 

1700 „ Fraa. KnoDys, § 

1701 Tanfield Vachell. Anthony 
Blagrave. 

1 702 „ Sir Owen Backingham. 
1705 Sir Wm. Rich. c.Vachell 

{decetued). 
1705 Sir Wm. Rich. Sir Owen 

Backingham. 
1708 I] Anthony Blagrave. Owen 

Backingham. 



Par. 

1710 
1713 



Members. 



1722 
i 
1727 



1734 



Jno.Dalby. Owen Backingham. 

Felix Calvert, f RobtClaiges. 

!** 

tt On Petition, C. Cadogan, 

& Owen Buckingham, v. 

Calvert, & Clarges, (elec- 
tion void.) 
1717 O. Backingham, v. The 

same, (accepted office), 
1720 Richard Thompson, v. 

Buckingham (deceased) 
XX Rich. Bls^grave. Clement 

Kent. 
Richard Thompson. Richard 

Pottenger. 
Harry Grey. „ 

1735 Richard Pottenger, v. The 

same (accepted cffice). 
\ 739 J. Blagrave, v. Pottenger, 

(decea$ed^ 



* 1685, Maj 23. The return of these two memben, was petitioned against by Sir 
William Rich, and Sir Henry Fane, and Samuel House, and other freemen and inha- 
bitants of this ly>rough, whereupon those gentlemen were declared to be not duly elected. 
—Janm. of H. of C, Fol. 9. 

i* Thomas Petit, Esq. who was the unsuccessful candidate at this election, petitioned 
the house to amend the return in his faYour. No proceedings however appear to have 
been entered upon in this matter.— /oacm. of H ofC.^ Vol. 11. 

X Sir Thomas Stamp, Kt. petitioned against the return of these members, on the 12th 
Dec., 1698, which he renewed 24th Noy.1799, on which occasion, having altered the sub- 
stance of his petition, the house dismissed his application. — J. of H. ofC^Vol. 12 & 13. 

§ Mr. Tanfield Vachell, a candidate at this election, petitioned, with several freemen 
and others of this borough, against the return of Francis Knoliys, Esq. No determi- 
nation appears on the Journals. — Joum. of H. of C, Vol. 13. 

y On the petition against the return of these members, promoted by Sir Wm. Rich, 
Bart., a candidate, and the inhabitants paying scot and lot, claiming the right of election 
in themsekea, exclusive of the freemen of the said borough, it was determined — **• that 
the right of electing burgesses for this borough, is in the/reoRO and inhabitants; such 
freemen not receiving alms, and such inhabitants paying scot and lot,'* — consequently, 
Anthony Blagrave was declared duly elected. — Joum. of H. ofCy VoL 16. 

^ The return of this member, was petitioned against by Owen Buckingham, EBq.,on the 
score of Mr. Claiges being a minor. Petition withdrawn. — Joum. of H, of C^VoL 17. 

** 1715, March 30, a petition of divers inhabitants paying scot and lot, denying the 
right of the freemen to vote in elections for the said borough, and against the return of 
Robert Clarges, and Felix Calvert, Esqrs., shewing that William Cadogan was duly 
elected. The committee differing from the decision made in 1708. came to the following 
conclusion, which the house subsequently recognised — " That the right of election of 
buigesaes for this borough, is onlp in the inhabitants paying soot and lot.'* — Upon hear- 
ing the further merits of this petition, several acts of bribery were proved against the sit- 
ting members, and William Cadogan, Esq. the petitioner, not having a majority of votes 
the committee resolved that Clarges, Calvert and Cadogan, were not duly elected — agreed 
to by the house. From the evidence.it appeared that Mr. Cadogan was not at Reading 
at the time of the election, and that most of the bribed voters on each side were only 
freemen, and not inhabitants paying scot and lot. — Joum. of H. of C, Vol. 18. 

ti* Mr. Calvert petitioned against the return of these members. No determination on 
the Joninals.— jMcm. qfff.qf C.,Vol. 18. 

tt This election was unsuccessfully contested by the Hon. Charles Cadogan, and Ri- 
chard Thompson, Esq., both of whom petitioned against the return of the above mem- 
bers. No determination on the Journals. — Joum. of H.of C. Vol.. 20. 
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Par. 


Members. 


Par. 


Members. 




1740 W. Strode, v. Grey, (de- 


1797 Jno. Simeon, v. Neville, 




ceased,) 




(a Peer,) 




On Petition, John Dodd, v. 


,1802 


II F. Annesley. Charles Shaw 




Strode. 




Lefevre. 


1741 


Jno. Blagrave. Wm. Strode. 


1806 


John Simeon. „ 


1747 


Jno. Conyers. Rich. N. Aid- 


1807 


»» >» 




worth. 


1812 


H » 


1754 


* Wm. Strode. Vise. Fane. 


1818 


** C. Fyshe Palmer. „ 




1755 Jno. Dodd, v. Strode, 


1820 


ft „ Jno. Berkeley Monck. 




(deceased.) 


1826 


jt George Spence. „ 


1761 


SirFraa.Knollys,Bt. Jno.Dodd. 




On Petition, C. F. Palmer, 


1768 


t Henry Vansittart. „ 




V, Spence. 


1774 


J Eras. Annesley. „ 


1830 


§§ C. F. Palmer C. RusseU. 


1780 


§ 


1831 


nil 




1782 Richard A. Neville, t?. 


1833 


l> »» 




Dodd, (deceasedj. 


1835 


^% Thos. N. Talfourd. „ 


1784 


Francis Annesley. Richard 


1837 


*** „ C. F. Palmer. 




A. Neville. 


1841 


ttt C. Russell. Lord Chelsea. 


1790 


>» »* 


1847 


\X t Francis Pigott. T. N. Tal- 


J 796 


ft >> 




fourd. 



* John Dodd, Esq. who unsuccessfully contested this election, (Poll, Strode, 324 ; 
Fane, 296 ; Dodd, 295,) petitioned the House to have the return amended in his favour, 
which petition was discharged. — Journ, ofH.ofC, Vol, 27. 

t John Bindley, Esq. lost his election. Poll, Vansittart, 400 ; Dodd, 398 ; Bindley, 
193. He subsequently petitioned to have the return amended in his favour. Petition 
withdrawn. — Journ. of H. of C, Vol. 32. 

X This election was unsuccessfully contested by John Waller, Esq. Po//, Dodd, 
327 ; Annesley, 302 ; Waller, 251. 

§ The Hon. Temple Luttrell, unsuccesfully contested the borough. Poll, Annesley, 
350 ; Dodd, 317 ; iMttrell, 199, and petitioned to have the return amended in his fa- 
vour. Petition withdrawn. — Journal of H. of C, Vol, 38. 

It A .contested election ; Annesley, 386 ; Lefevre, 344 ; John Simeon, 234. 

U A contested election ; Lefevre, 439 ; Simeon, 397 ; John Berkeley Monck, 286. 

** A contested election ; Lefevre, 528 ; Palmer, 379 r John Weyland, Junr,, 303. 
On this occasion, several electors of the borough, petitioned against the return of Mr. 
Palmer, and in favour of Mr. Weyiand, on the ground that Mr. Palmer had a pension 
from the crown, and that Mr. Weyiand had obtained a legal majority of votes. The 
house determined in favour of the sitting member. — Journ, of H. of C, Vol. 74. 

ft A contested election ; Monck, 418 •, Palmer, 399 ; Weyiand, 394. 

tt A contested election ; Monck, 580 ; Spence, 492 ; C. F. Palmer, 488 ; Edward 
Wak^eld, 336. Mr. Spence was subsequently unseated, on the petition of several of 
the electors of the borough, which set forth that that gentleman had obtained his return 
through bribery, and other corrupt practices, and that several electors who had tendered 
their votes for Mr. Palmer, had been illegally objected to. — Journ. of H. of C, Vol. 82. 

§§ A contested election ; Palmer, 522 ; Russell, 471 ; Dr, Stephen Lushington, 452. 

II II Number of registered electors, 1 00 1 . 

U^ A contested election ; Talfourd, 643 •, Russell, 441 ; Ber^;. OHveira, 384. Number 
of registered electors 1025. Number voted, 960. 

**• A contested election ; Talfourd, 468 ; Palmer, 457 ; Charles Russell, 448. Num- 
ber of registered electors, 940. Number voted, 875. On this occasion, Mr. Palmer's 
return was petitioned against, in favour of Mr. Russell, by a body of electors of the 
borough, on the ground that Mr. Palmer had obtained his majority at the poll, by re- 
ceiving illegal votes. Petition rejected. — Journ. qf H. of C, Vol. 93. 

t++ A contested election ; Russell, 570 ; Chelsea, 564; Thomas Mills, ilO; Wil- 
liam Tooke, .S97. Number of registered electors. 1141. Number voted, 984. This re- 
turn was petitioned againHt^hy Mr. Mills, on the ground of" gross and systematic bribery 
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WALLINGFORD BOROUGH, 23 EDWARD I. 

Thk borough and market town of Wallingford, situated on the banks of 
the Thames is 15 miles S.W. of Readmg, 13 N.E. of Oxford, 3 from the 
Wallingford station on the Great Western Railway^ and 46 from London, 
in the hundred of Moreton. The area of the borough amounts to 370 
acres, and the population is 2,780, of whom 1333 are males, and 1447 
females. The parliamentary borough comprehends a population of 7780. 
There are, according to the last census, 513 houses inhabited, 19 unin- 
habited, and 2 building. 

Wallingford is a borough by prescription, and is said to have received 
charters from various sovereigns ; but the corporation possesses only a copy 
of an inspeximus charter of 1 Henry I. ; a charter of 4 & 5 Philip & 
Mary, containing an inspeximus of several charters from Henry L down- 
wards ; the governing charter of 15 Charles 11. and a charter of 36 
Charles II. , which was abandoned almost as soon as accepted. Under the 
former of these two charters, and previous to the changes introduced by 
the Municipal Reform Act, the government was vested in a mayor, re- 
corder, town-clerk, six aldermen, eighteen assistants, two bailiffs, and a 
chamberlain. The mayor was annually elected by the assistants out of the 
six aldermen, and had a salary of eighty guineas. The mayor, aldermen, 
and recorder, were justices of the peace in the borough. The mayor was 
also coroner. 

Under the Municipal Reform Act, the borough is governed by a mayor, 
four aldermen, and twelve councillors. Courts for small debts and courts 
for quarter sessions are held by the corporation. The magistrates of the 
county hold petty sessions for the division every alternate Friday. A county 
court for the recovery of debts under £20, &c., under the late Act is held 
here. 

Having no manufactures and little thoroughfare, with a business confined 
to that of malting, Wallingford may be described in the general terms of a 
neat county town respectably inhabited, and a place of no other importance 
than as the market town for the surrounding country. Being situated in 
a rich agricultural district, there is a good pitched market on Friday in every 
week. It is not exempt from the county rates. In 1843, the total an- 
nual value of real property assessed to the income and property tax was 
£8,541 ; of this, £216 was on lands, £7,427 on houses, and £205 on tithes. 
The poor law union contains 17 parishes and townships in Berkshire, and 
1 1 in. Oxfordshire ; total superficies 68 square miles. The total amount of 
poor rates in 1838, was £7,177 ; on an average of the three preceding 
years, £13,614. 

and corruption,*' a counter-charge of a similar nature, was put forth by the sitting mem- 
bers — the result of which terminated in a compromise, in which the latter gentlemen 
agreed, provided the petitioner withdrew his prosecution, that one of them in the course 
of the ensuing session, should vacate his seat, and that both should endeavour to effect 
the return of Mr. Mills, or in default of so doing, should forthwith pay £2000 to the 
petitioner. 

tt+ A contested election ; Pigott, 614 ; Talfourd, 596 ; CharUs Ru88ell, 521 » Viaeofmt 
Cheltea, 376. Number of registered electors, 1220. 
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As an incorporated borough, Wallingford was summoned to send two 
members to parliament, in the 22 Edward I. In the 1 1 Henry IV., (1410), 
these were elected by the mayor and all the common burgesses of the 
town, upon scrutiny; in the 5 Henry V., they were chosen with the 
consent and assent of all the burgesses ; in the 7 Edward IV., the return 
was made by the bailiffs, with the unanimous consent and assent of all the 
burgesses ; in the 1 Mary, the mayor and commonalty made the return. 
By the charter of Charles H., the right of election was vested in the mayor, 
aldermen, bailiffs, and their assistants called the eighteen. In 1688, the 
right to elect was declared by a committee of the House of Commons to be 
" in the inhabitants of the borough, paying scot and lot to the church and 
poor, and no others ;" and in 1709 it was again declared to be "in the 
mayor, aldermen, bailiffs, and eighteen burgesses or assistants, together 
witJi the inhabitants of the said borough, paying scot and lot and not re- 
ceiving alms." 

By the Reform Act, the representation of Wallingford has been reduced 
to one member, and several additional parishes have been included in its 
boundaries. Its present constituency comprehends the renters of 404 
houses of £10., and such of the electors under the whole system who have 
continued to pay scot and lot. The greatest number of electors polled 
for thirty years prior to the Reform Act, was 212. The mayor is the re- 
turning officer. 

The boundaries of the borough as settled by the Reform Act, include 
the old borough of Wallingford ; the several parishes of Brightwell, Sot- 
well, North Moreton, South Moreton, Bensington, Crowmarsh, and Newn- 
ham«Murren ; the liberty of Clapcot, and the extra-parochial precinct of the 
castle ; and also certain parts of the parishes of Cholsey, Aston-Tirrel, and 
Aston-Upthorpe. 

Chronological List of Mbmbbrs from 1 Edw. III., to 10 Victoria. 



Par. 



1547 
1553 
1553 
1554 
1554 
1555 
1557 
1558 
1563 
1571 
1572 
1585 

1586 



Members. 



Thos. Parry. Hen. Hpntley. 

Geo. Wright. 
Edmund Plowden. „ 
Edw. Ashfield. Anth. Butler. 

„ Robt. Cockson. 

Thos. Parry. Thos. Mynde. 
Tho.Mynde. RalphPoUington. 

Thomas Mynde. 

Wm. Dunch. Thos. Browne. 
Edm. Dunch. Thos. Dudley. 
Thos. Diggs. Jno. Fortescue. 
Christ. Edmunds. Richard 

KnoUys. 
Thomas Stampe. „ 



Par. 



1588 
1592 
1597 
1601 



1603 

1614 
1620 

1623 



Members. 



Thos. Stampe. Mich. Molins. 
Thos. Fortescue. An. Bacon. 
„ Owen Oglethorpe. 
Jno. Herbert. Hen. Doyley. 
Thos. Fortescue, v, Herbert 
(chosen for Glamorganshire.) 
Sh- Wm. Dunch, Knt. Grif- 
fin Payne (Mayor).* 

»» >* 

Sir Geo. Simeon, Knt. Sam. 
Dunch. 

Sir Edw. 
Howard, Knt. 



* Mr. Payne being called to the bar of the House for an offensive speech, and sus- 
pended, the question arose touching his sitting in the House, being mayor of this bo- 
rough, when it was resolTed and ordered, 25th June, 1604, *' That from and after this 
present Parliament, no mayor of any city, borough, or town corporate, shall be elected, 
returned, or allowed to serve as a member of this House ; and, if it did appear that 
any mayor were returned a burgess, that a new writ should be awarded for the choice of 
another in the room and place of the said mayor ; and this to continue an act and 
order of the House for ever.** — Journ, of H, of C.f Vol, I. 

VOL. I. 1 



u 
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Par. 


Members. 


Par. 
1680 


Members. 




Sir Anth. Forster, Knt. v. How- 


tWm. Lenthall. Scory Barker. 




ard, (chosen for Calne.) 


1681 


Tavemer Harris. „ 


1625 


Sir A. Forster, Knt. Mich. 


1685 


JJno: Stone. Jno. Holloway. 




Molins. 


1688 


§Tho8. Tipping. Wm. Jen- 


1626 


„ Unton Croke. 




nings. 


1627 


SirRob.KnoUy8,Knt. Edm. 


1690 


Jno. Wallis. 




Dunch. 


1695 


Thos. Tipping. 


1640 


Unton Croke. 


1698 


Fran. Roberts. Ph. Meadows. 


1640 


* Anthony Barker. 


1700 


Wm.Jennings. Thos. Renda. 




Edm. Dunch, & Thos. Howard, 


1701 


II >. 




V, Dunch & Barker, {elec- 


1702 


>» ft 




tion void.) 


1705 


% „ Clement Kent. 




1646 Rob Parker,!?. Howard, 


1708 


Grey Nevill. 




(disabled). 


1709 


** Thos. Renda, v. Jennings, 


1658 


Wm. Cook. Walter Bigg. 




(deceased). 


1660 


G. Parker. Hung, Dunch. 


1710 


Geo. Nevil. Simon Harcourt. 




1660 Thos. Saunders, v. 


1713 


Rich Bigg. 




Dunch, (made his election 




1713 ttThos Renda. v. Har- 




for Cricklade). 




court, (made his election 


1661 


Robt. Parker. Geo. Fane. 




for Abingdon). 




1663 Sir Jno. Bennet, Knt., 


1715 


11 Wm. Hucks. Edm. Dunch. 




V. Fane, (deceased). 




§§ 1719 Hen. G. NeviUe. v. 


1679 


Jno. Stone. Robt. Parker. 




Dunch, (deceased). 



* The election of these members declared to be void. — Joum. of H.qf C, V6L 2. 

\ A petition was presented against this election by John Stone, Esq. No determi- 
nation appears. — Joum. of H. of C.y Vol. 9. 

% The return of these members was petitioned against by several inhabitants of the 
borough. No determination appears. — Joum. of H. of C, Vol. 9. 

§ At this election there was a double return, Mr. Tipping and Mr. Jennings, and Mr. 
Tipping and Mr. Dormer. The difference being, therefore, between Mr. Dormer and 
Mr. Jennings; these two gentlemen petitioned the House, the former complaining of 
an undue return, the latter of a double return. In the investigation of the matter it 
was proved that, several soldiers entered the town at the time of the election, and 
threatened the mayor to cut off his ears if he did not return Mr. Dormer. The con- 
clusion arrived at was, ''That the right of election is in the inhabitants of the said 
borough paying scot and lot and no others, and that Mr. Jennings was duly elected." — 
Joum. of H. of C, Fol. 10 

II The return of these members was petitioned against by William Dunch, Esq. No 
determination appears. — Joum. of H, of C, Vol. 13. 

1[ The return of these members was petitioned against by Thomas Renda, Esq. No 
determination appears. — Joum. of H. of C, Vol. 15. 

"On the petition of Edward Leigh, Esq., praying that the return of this election 
should be amended in his favour, and complaining that Mr. Blackall, an attorney, had 
got into possession of the ofKce of mayor, contrary to the charter, and returned Thomas 
Renda, Esq., the House resolved, ** that the right of election for this borough is in 
the mayor, aldermen^ hailiffa, and eighteen assistants, together with the inhabitants of 
the said borough, paying scot and lot, and not receiving alms or charity." Consequently, 
the election of Mr. Renda was declared valid. — Joum. of H. of C, Vol. 16. 

++ The return of Mr. Renda was petitioned against by Henry Grey, Esq., an unsuc- 
cessful candidate at this election. No determination appears. — Joum. of H. qf C, To/. 18. 

%X At this contested election,the two unsuccessful candidates were, Richard Bigg,Esq., 
and Thomas Renda, Esq., the former of whom petitioned against the return of Mr. 
Hucks on the grounds of bribery, &c. Petition withdrawn. — Joum. of H.of C.^Vol. 18. 

§§ Gilbert Douglass^ ^«g., who, unsuccessfully contested this election with Mr. Neville, 
petitioned against the return of the latter, which petition he subsequently withdrew. — 
Joum. of U. of C, Vol. 19. 
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Par. 


Members. 


Par. 
1790 


Members. 


1722 


* Wm. Hacks. Lord Parker. 


Sir F.Syke8,Bt. Thos.Aubrey. 


1727 


t », Geo. Lewen. 


1784 


„ Nath. Wm. WraTall. 


1734 


X .. Thos. Tower. 




1794 Fras. Wm. Sykes. r. 


1741 


1740 Joseph Townsend, v. 




Wraxall, (resigned). 


1747 


Hucks, (deceased). 


1796 


SirF.Sykes,Bt. LordEardley. 




John Banee. John Rush. 


1802 


„ Wm. Lewis Hughes. 


1754 


Joseph Townsend. Rich. 




1804 Geo. Galway Mills, v. 




Tonson. 




Sykes, (deceased). 


1761 


Jno. Harvey. Rich. N. Aid- 


1806 


Rich. Benyon. W. L. Hughes. 




worth. 


1807 


tt 9» 




Sir John Gibbons, Bart. Jno. 


1812 


Eben. Fuller Maitland. „ 




Harvey. 


1818 


II i» »» 


1768 


1765 Lord'Pigot, v. Harvey, 


1820 


^ Geo. Jas. Robarts. „ 




{deceased). 


1826 


** 




§ Jno Aubrey. Robt. Pigot. 




ttl826 Robt. Knight, v. Ro- 


1774 


1771 Jno. Cater, v. Pigot, 




barts, (resigned). 




(accepted office). 


1830 


Rob. Knight. W. L. Hughes. 


1780 


Sir Robt. Bar- 


1831 


>i »» 




ker, Bart. 




JJ1831 Thomas Chas. Leigh, 




Jno. Aubrey. Chaloner Arce- 




V, Hughes, (a peer). 




deckne. 


1833 


§§W. S. Blackstone. 




1782 Jno. Aubrey, v. The 


1835 


Ml „ 




same (accepted office,) 


1837 


tn ., 




1784 Sir Fras. Sykes. Bart., 


1841 


»5 




V. Aubrey, (accepted office). 


1847 


_m .. , 



* The unsuccessful candidates at this election were, John Dormer, Esq.^ and Thomas 
Renda, Esq, The former of whom sent in a petition against the above returns, which 
he subsequently withdrew. — Jaum of H, qf C, Fol. 20. 

f Thin was a contested election. Lewen, 95 ; Hucks, 93 ; Isaac Lcheup, 55 ; 
Richard Bigg, 55. Mr. Bigg and several inhabitants petitioned against this return. No 
determination appears. — Journ, of H, of C, Fol. 21. 

X George Lewen^ Esq,, who was an unsuccessful candidate at this election, sent in his 
petition against this return, which was discharged. — Journ, qf H. qf C, Vol, 22. 

§ A contested election. Aubrej, 69 ; Pigot, 67 ; Sir John Gibbons, Bart,^ 38. 

II A contested election. George James Robarts the unsuccessful candidate. 

^ Ebenezer Fuller Maitland^ Esq., an unsuccessful candidate. On this occasion se- 
veral electors petitioned against the return of Mr. Robarts, on the grounds that that 
gentleman was not pecuniarily qualified to sit. Petition discharged. — Journ. of H.qf 
C, Fol, 75. 

** A contested election. Hughes, 151 ; Bobarts, 125 ; John Dodson, 80. 

++ A contested election. Knight, 117 ; John Bayley, 84. 

Xt A contested election. Leigh, 119 ; W, S. Blackstone^ 68. The unsuccessful can- 
didate petitioned to have the return amended in his favour, on the ground of briberj 
practised by Mr. Leigh. Petition discharged — Journ. of H, of C, Vol. 86-87. 

§§ A contested election, Blackstone, 202 ; Charles Eyston, 165. Number of re- 
gistered electors, 453 ; number voted, 367. 

IJIJ Number of registered electors, 344. 

iril A contested election. Blackstone, 159 : Thomas Teed^ US. Number of registered 
electors, 322 ; number voted, 277, 

••• Number of registered electors, 368. 

ttt A contested election, Blackstone, 166 ; Alfred Morrison , 154 ; number of re- 
gistered electors, 386, 

I 2 
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WINDSOR BOROUGH. 30 EDWARD I. 



Windsor, properly called New Windsor, is on the navigable Thames, 22 
miles from London, and 19 from Reading, 14 from Hampton Court, 6 from 
Maidenhead, 4 from Colnbrook, and 2 miles from Slough station, on the 
Great Western Railway, by which also it has a telegrapluc communication 
with London. The area of the borough is 2890 acres, and the population 
10,362 persons, of whom 5399 are males, and 4963 females. The popu- 
lation of the parliamentary bOTOugh amounted in 1841, to 9062. The 
number of houses at that period was stated to be 1072 inhabited, 68 miin- 
habited, and 5 building. 

The borough of New Windsor does not now claim any privileges by pre- 
scription ; but as a mayor and baihffs are mentioned in very early docu- 
ments, it is probable that there were more ancient charters of incorporation 
than any of those at present in existence. The first charter of which any 
traces are now to be found was granted by £dw. I., who in the 5th year of 
his reign (1277) gave the inhabitants of New Windsor a merchant guild, 
and several hberties and immunities. The same king in 1281 gave the 
whole borough to the burgesses, to be holden by them for ever of the 
crown, at a rent of £17. Henry VI., by a charter granted in 1439, reduced 
the amount of this rent, and confirmed the 5 Edw. I., adding thereto a grant 
of freedom from tolls throughout England, all fines and forfeitures within 
the borough, the exclusive cognizance of real and personal pleas, the return 
of writs, and a jurisdiction to try all ofifences committed within the borough 
except felony. In the 23rd year of his reign (1444) the same king, in con- 
sideration of the surrender of the charter of 9 Edw. I.^ regranted the borough 
to the burgesses at a diminished rent. Edward IV. by an inspeximus char- 
ter granted in 1462, confirmed that of 1439, and by another charter, dated 
in the 6th year of his reign (1466) after reciting that the inhabitants were 
reduced to great want and distress, and that part of 200 acres of land ad- 
joining the town, upon which they had immemorial rights of common^ had 
been lately enclosed by the king " to make a park thereof," incorporated 
the mayor, baiUfifs, burgesses, and inhabitants, remitted to them a part of 
their rent for the borough, and granted them a Ucence to hold an annual 
fair. These two charters of Edward IV. were confirmed by inspeximus 
charters of 15 Hen. VIL, 6 Hen. VIII., 3 Edw. VI., 1 James I., 16 Chas. 
II., and 1 James II. ; this last charter has been replaced by the 16 Chas. II. 
which is the governing one. It names as the officers of the corporation, a 
mayor, a high steward, an under-steward, a town- clerk, a justice, and two 
bailiffs. 

Under the Municipal Reform Act (which has divided the borough mto 
2 wards) the corporation consists of a high steward, a mayor, a recorder, 6 
aldermen, 18 councillors, a town^ clerk, a treasurer, and subordinate officers. 
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A commission of the peace has been granted, and a court of quarter sessions 
appointed. 

Ale is made in large quantities. There are com and well supplied general 
markets connected with the town. Windsor has no manufacture of import- 
ance ; and being out of any principal line of road, its trade is merely one 
of retail, being confined to the supply of goods to the inhabitants and visi- 
tors. The annual value of real property assessed to the property and in- 
come tax in 1842 was £39,998 -, of which £1678 was on lands, £35,050 
on houses, £198 on tithes, and £93 on fines. 

The borough exercised the privilege of returning members to parliament 
in the 30 Edw. I., and has continued to do so ever since, with some excep- 
tions. This privilege was originally vested in the mayor and commonalty 
of the burgesses ; in 1640 it was determined to be in the inhabitants gene- 
rally ; in 1661 in the mayor, baihffs, and burgesses, not exceeding 30 in 
number; in 1679 in all the inhabitants generally; in 1680 in the in- 
habitants paying scot and lot .: in 1689 in the mayor, bailiffs, and select 
number of burgesses only ; and finally, in 1 715, in the inhabitants paying 
scot and lot. 

The present constituency comprehends the inhabitants paying scot and 
lot, including the renters of 1193 houses of £10. The greatest number of 
electors polled for 30 years prior to the Reform Act was 363. The mayor 
is the returning officer. 

The limits of the parliamentary and municipal borough are identical, and 
comprise the whole of the parish of Windsor, with the exception of the 
small hamlet of Dedworth, which is separated from the town by an inter- 
vening agricultural district. To this is added a part of the parish of 
Clewer, and the Lower Ward of the Castle. 
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Par 


Members. 


Par. 
1597 


Members. 


1547 


Rich. Ward. Edw. Weldon. 


Julius Caesar, L.L.D. Jno. 


1553 


„ Roger Amyce. 




Norreys. 


1553 


„ Thos. Gode. 


1601 


„ Sir John Norreys, Knt. 


1554 


Thos. Butler. 


1603 


Sam. Backhouse. Thos. Dur- 


1554 


„ Wm. Norreys. 




dent. 


1555 


Rich. Hoord. „ 




Sir Fras. Howard, v. Durdent 


1557 


Thos. Stanley. 




{deceased). 


1558 


Thos. Weldon. Roger Amyce. 


1614 


Sir Chas. Howard, Knt. Sam. 


1563 


Rich. Galhs. Jno. Gresham. 




Backhouse. 


1571 


Jno. Thompson. Hum. MicheU 


1620 


„ Sir John Bennet, Knt. 


1572 


Edw. Dockura. Rich . Gallis. 


1623 


Edw. Sayer. Thos. Wood- 




Humph. Michell,v. Gallia 




ward. 




(deceased,) 




Sir Wm. Hewett, Knt., v. 


1585 


Hen. Neville. Jno. Croke, jun. 




Woodward (deceased,) 


1586 


„ Geo. Woodward. 


1625 


SirWm. Russell, Knt. Humph. 


1588 


Edw. Neville. Edw. Huke. 




Newbury. 


1592 


Hen. Neville. Edw. Neville. 


1626 


ti tt 
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Par. 


Members. 


Par. 
1685 


Members. 


1027 


Sir Wm. Beecher. Thos. 


Rich. Graham. Wm. Chif- 




Hewett. 




finch. 


1640 


Sir Arth. Ingram, Knt. Sir 


1688 


IfSir Alg. May. Hen. Powle. 




Rich. Harrison, Knt. 


1689 


**Sir Chas. Porter. Wm.Ad- 


1640 


* Cornelius Holland. Wm. 




derley. 




Tavlor. 




1 693 Wm. Scawen, t?. Adderley 


1641 1 Rich. Winwood, v. Taylor, 




(deceased.) 




(disabled.) 1 


1695 


Lord Fitzharding. Wm. Sca- 


1658 


Geo. Starkey. Christopher 




wen. 




Whichcote. 


1698 


Rich. Topham. „ 


1660 


fAlex. Blake. Roger Palmer. 


170O 


,. Lord Fitzharding. 


1661 


JSirRich.Braham,Knt. Thos. 


]701 


»» f> 




Higgins. 


1702 


tf t* 




1676 Sir Fras.Winnington, v. \ 


1705 


i> *» 




Braham {deceased.) 


1708 


»> »> 


1679 


$Sam. Starkey. Rich. Win - 


1710 


Wm. Paul. 




wood. 




1711 Sam. Masham, v. Paul, 


1680 


II 


(deceased.) 


1681 „ „ '1 





* A.t this election Sir Tliomas Roe and Mr. Waller were returned burgesses forthia 
borough, and Mr. Holland and Mr. Taylor pretended they were elected, thougb not re- 
turned. Here the question arose, — whether the inhabitants, or the mayor, bailiffs, and 
select number of burgesses only, should have power of election ? Resolved, " That all 
the inhabitants of this borough have all generally the right of election of burgesses to 
serve in Parliament. Roe and Waller were consequently unseated. — Joum. of H. qf 
C, Vol. 2. 

+ At this election there was a double return, viz. Alexander Blake and Roger Palmer 
returned by the mayor and burgesses, and Richard Winwood by the burge&es, the for- 
mer under the hand of the mayor and common seal, the latter without. The House de- 
termined in favour of Blake and Palmer. — Joum, of H. of C, Vol. 8. 

X On the question which arose at this election it was determined, ** that the mayor, 
bailiffs, and burgesses, not exceeding the number of thirty, had alone the right of 
election."— J^owrn. qfH. qfC Vol 8. 

§ This election was unsuccessfully contested by Sir John EmlepfKrU. and John Poumeyt 
Esq. J who at first were returned for the borough, and subsequently unseated on the^pe- 
tition of the above members. The resolutions of the House upon the petition were, 
1. '* That the mayor, bailifis, and burgesses, not exceeding thirty, have not the right of 
electing members for this borough." 2. " That this borough has a right to send bur- 
gesses to Parliament by prescription.'*' 3. '' That all the inhabitants of the said borough 
have a right of electing members to serve in Parliament.*' 4. '* That Sir John Emley 
and Mr. Powney are not duly elected." 5. " That Mr. Winwood and Mr. Starkey are 
duly elected." Upon this decision, Messrs. John Carey and John Powney, who had been 
previously returned, were declared to be not duly elected. — Joum. qf H.of C, Vol. 9. 

II At this election it was resolved, " That in the borough of New Windsor, those inha- 
bitants only who pay scot and lot have a right to vote in the election of burgesses to serve 
in Parliament for this borough. — Joum. of H. of C, Vol. 9. 

U The return of these members was petitioned against by William Adderley, Esq. and 
Sir Algernon May, when it was resolved by the House, after fully considering the claims 
of the petitioners, 1. *^That the right of election is in the mayor, bailifis, and a select 
number of burgesses only." 2. ^' That Henry Powle, Esq. is duly elected." The 
numbers being equal between Sir Algernon May and Sir Christopher Wren, the election 
as to them was declared void, and Sir Algernon May was returned in a contest with 
Samuel Starkey, Esq., and retained that seat upon petition.— ^y^oum. ofH.ofC, Vol. 10. 

** At this election, the mayor having taken upon himself imduly to return Baptist 
May, Esq. and Sir Christopher Wren, the above members petitioned to have the return 
amended in their favour. — Joum. of H. of C, Vol. 10. 
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Par. 


Members. 


|Par. 

1 

1761 


Members. 




1712 Chas. Aldworth,r. Mar- 


Hon. Jno. Fitzwilliam. Hon- 




sham (a peer,) 




Aug. F. Keppel. 


1713 


C. Aldworth. Christopher 


1768 


Lord Geo. Beauclerk. 




Wren. 




1 768 Rich. Tonson,r. Beauclerk 


1715 


*Sir Hen. Ashurst. Bt. Sam. 




(deceased.) 




Travers. 




1772 Hon. Jno. Montagu, v. 


1722 


Earl of Barford. Karl of In- 




Tonson (deceased.) 




chiquin. 


1774 


Hon. Aug. F. Keppel. Hon. 




1726 Lord Vere Beauclerk, v. 




Jno. Montagu. 




Burford {a peer.) 


1780 


§Pen. Portlock Powney. 


1727 


Lord V. Beauclerk. Vise. 


1784 


»» i> 




Malpas. 




1787 Earl of Mornington, v. 




1732 Lord V.Beauclerk,t).The 




Montagu (deceased.) 




same (accepted office,) 




1788 Pen. P. Powney, ©.The 




1733 Lord Sidney Beauclerk, 




same (accepted office.) 




V, Malpas (a peer,) 


1790 


Earl of Mornington. P. P. 


17S4 


Lord V. Beauclerk. Lord S. 




Powney. 




Beauclerk. 




1794 II Wm. Grant, r. Powney 




1738 t Lord V. Beauclerk, v. 




(deceased.) 




The &dime( accepted office,) 


1796 


Henry Isherwood. Hon. Robt. 




1740 Lord S.Beauclerk,u.The 




F. Greville. 




same (accepted office,) 




1797 1[Sir Wm. Johnston, Bt. 


1741 


Lord S. Beauclerk . Henry Fox. 




V. Isherwood (deceased.) 




1744 Lord Geo. Beauclerk, t?. 




1800 Hon. R. F. Greville, v. 




Beauclerk (deceased,) 




The same (accepted office. ) 




1746 Henry Fox. v, the same 


1802 


** Hon. R. F. Greville. Jno. 




(accepted office) 




WilUams. 


1747 


Rt. Hon. Hen. Fox. Lord 




1804 ttArthur Vansittart, v. 




Geo. Beauclerc. 




Williams (not duly elected.) 


1754 


, , Hon. Jno. FitzwilUam . 


1806 


tX Edw. Disbrowc. Rich. 




1755 Rt. Hon. Hen. Fox, v. 




Ramsbottom. 




The same (accepted office.) 


1807 


?» »» 




1757: 




]810 Jno. Ramsbottom, v. 
The same (resigned.) 



* This was a contested election, when Christopher Wren and Thomas Gayer were 
declared to be elected, the poll being, Wren, 141 ; Gayer, 137 ; Sir Henry Ashurst, 136 ; 
Samuel Travers, 135. Upon petition, however, the two former were unseated, the right 
of election being agreed to be in the inhabitants paying scot and \ot,-^ Joum. 0/ H. qf 
C, Fol. 18. 

f This was a double return. Beauclerk, 133; Richard Oldfield, 133. The former 
obtained his seat on petition. 
X A contested election. Fox, 137 ; Chas. Bowles^ 86. 

Montagu, 214; Powney, 174; Hon, Aug, F. Keppel, 158. 
Grant, 151 ; Henry Isherwood^ 140. 
Johnston, 141 ; Wm. Vining Perry , 32. 
Williams, 212 ; Greville, 203 ; Richard Ramsbottom^ 187. 
The latter petitioned against the rttum of the two former, whereupon Mr. Williams was 
declared to bo not duly elected, as also the petitioner, who was convicted of bribery. — 
Joum. of H. of C, Vols. 5!, 59. 

ft A contested election. Vansittart, 200; Anthony Bacon^ 163. 

tt A contested election. Disbruwe, 200 ; Ramsbottom, 162 ; Arthur Vansittart^ 149. 



i A contested election. 
II A contested election. 
^ A contested election. 
•* A CN)n tested election. 
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Par. 


Members. 


Par. 
1831 


Members. 


1812 


£. Disbrowe. Jno. Ramsbot- 


f 
Jno. Ramsbottom. Rt. Hon. 




tom^ jiin. 




E. G. Stanley. 


1818 


»f y* 


1833 


* „ Sir S. J. B. Pechell, Bt. 




1819 Lord Graves, v, Dis 


1835 


t „ Sir J. E. De Beanvoir. 




browe (deceased,) 




On Petition, Sir Jno. EUey. v. 


1820 


Jno. Ramsbottom. Sir Her- 




Beauvoir (election void.) 




bert Taylor, K.C.H. 


1837 


JJno. Ramsbottom. Robt. 




1823 £dw. C. Disbrowe^ v. 




Gordon. 




Taylor {resigned,) 


1841 


§ ,, Ralph Neville. 


1826 


Jno. Ramsbottom. Sir R. 




1845 Col. Reid, v, Ramsbot- 




Hussey Vivian, Bt. 




tom (deceased.) 


1830 


» w 




1846 Ralph Neville, ». The 




1831 Rt. Hon. E. G, Stanley, 




same {vacated.) 




V.Vivian (accepted office,) 


1847 


Col. Reid. Lord John Hay. 



* A contested election. Ramsbottom, 408 ; Pechell, 230 ; Sir J. E. De Beauvoir, 
205. The unsaccessful candidate petitioned against the return of Pechell, on the ground 
of bribery, &c. Petition dischaiged. — Joum. qfH.of C, Vol, 88. 

t A contested election. Ramsbottom, 353 ; De Beauvoir. 239; Sir T. EUey^ K.CB.^ 
231. On the petition of Ellej and seTeral voters, which set forth that seyeral unqualified 
persons had given their votes for De Beauvoir, that geatleman was unseated. 

t A contested election. Ramsbottom, 326 ; Gordon, 292 ; Sir J. E. De Beauvoir^ 
182 : Ce^t. Thos. BiOkOey, 140. 

9 A contested election. Ramsbottom, 316 ; Neville, 311 ; Wm. F. Fergusom, 265 ; 
Sir J, E, De Beauvoir^ 130. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS, 

GENEALOGICALLY AND BIOGRAPHIC ALLY ANNOTATED. 



Adderlbt, William, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1689, suc- 
ceeding to this seat on petition. He died in 1693. 

Aldworth. Tliis &mily, which was formerly of Stanlake in Oxfordshire, 
and of which Richard Aldworth was Chief Remembrancer of the Exchequer 
in 1677, is now represented by Richard Griffin, LL.D. Baron Braybrooke, 
of Braybrooke, co. Northampton, hereditary visiter of Magdalene College, 
Cambridge, recorder of Saffi-on Walden, co. Essex, and high steward of 
Wokingham, co. Berks. His lordship possesses the seat of Billingbere in 
this county. At Rashcombe and Wargrave are memorials of the Aldworths, 
of whom — 

ThomaSj sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1557. 

Richard, sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1661. This gentleman 
founded, in 1646, the blue coat school in the parish of St. Giles's for 20 
boys, endowing it with £4000 laid out in lands. He died 5 October, 1680, 
much regretted for his worth and character. 

Charles, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1710. He voted, in 
1713, in favour of the French commerce bill. This gentleman was killed 
in a duel with Colonel Chudleigh, 21 Sept. 1714. The facts of this case 
are thus stated in The Political Register of that period. " That day * 
was fatal to Charles Aldworth, Esq. member of parliament for New Wind- 
sor, a young, rash man, who, having been some time in France and at the 
court of St. Germains, and imbibed there strong prejudices against the 
Hanoverian succession, was, upon his return to England, so indiscreet as 
publickly to drink the Pretender's health, which drew upon him several un- 
lucky quarrels. Moreover, upon a supposition that the late ministry were 
of the same political principles with him, he made it his business to rail at 
the former administration ; and in particular, had, a year or two before the 
Queen's death, charged it as a crime upon Colonel Chudleigh, a captain in 
the Foot Guards, the drinking the Duke of Marlborough's health. Colonel 
Chudleigh, cousin to the other, meeting unexpectedly Mr. Aldworth in the 
presence-chamber at St. James's, took that opportunity to expostulate with 
him about it, and some by-standers expressing their wonder that men who 
had publickly drank the Pretender's health had the confidence to appear in 
that place, Mr. Aldworth took the reflection to himself. Upon this, some 
other hard words passed between him and Colonel Chudleigh ; and the 
latter being challenged by Mr. Aldworth, they both went out, fought in 

* Alluding to the Levy-day, on the accession of George I. to the throne. 
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Marrowbone Fields^ notwithstanding Colonel Bissett's endeavoars to pre- 
vent it, and Mr. Aldworth had the nusfortnne to be killed on the spot." 
The king was extremely indignant at this. 

RicHARo Nbyille, sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1747, and for 
WaUingford in the Parliament of 1754. Mr. Aldworth succeeded to the 
estates of Edward Standen, of Aborfield, who died in 1730, and who is the 
person alladed to in the well-known ballad of MoUy Mogg of the Rose. 
Bom in 1717> he was the only son of Richard Aldworth, of Stanlake, by 
Catherine, danghter of Richard Neville, Esq.. of BiUingbere, a descendant 
of the E^Is of Abeigavenny, (for whom see Netillb, page 182.) Mr. 
Aldworth was educated at Eton, subsequently removing to Merton College, 
Oxford. In 1739« he visited Geneva, where, forming an attachment to 
Mademoiselle Calandrini, daughter of the first Syndic, and descended from 
one of the best fiunilies of that place, he espoused that lady in 1748, and 
by her became the father of Richard Aldworth Neville, 2nd Babo?« Bray- 
BKOOKB, (for whom see Neville, page 182.) Returning to England in 
1 745, Mr. Aldworth at the general election of 1 747 was chosen for Reading, 
and at the recommendation of his friend. Viscount Fane, was soon after- 
wards ^pointed under secretary of state to the Duke of Bedford, which 
office he filled tOl his grace's resignation in 1751. At the election of 17*'>4 
he was returned for Wallingford. In August, 1762, he succeeded to 
Billiugbere and other estates in Berkshire, on the demise of the vridow of 
his unde, Henry Neville Grey,* and on this occasion he assumed the 
name of Nevillb, in honour of the family o£ his maternal grandfather, from 
whom that property was derived. The same year he became secretary to 
the embassy at the court of France under the Duke of Bedford, brought 
over the definitive treaty in 1763, and returned to Fans as minister pleni- 
potentiary, where he remained till the arrival of Lord Hertford. On his 
return he was graciouidy received by his monardi. and soon after appointed 
pa3rmaster of the pensions. He died on the 17th July, 1793, having, 
during his administration in Paris, obtained general esteem for the amenity 
of his manners and the poHteness of his address. His name firequently 
occurs in the dispatches of our ministers, and he is mentioned by Lord 
Rodbford, who succeeded him in his embassy, with high conmiendations for 
his abilities and diaracter. Thou^ naturally unassuming, and fond of 
tranquillity and retirement, he was equally diligent and able when callefl 
into the active scenes of public life, and fulfilled the duties of his station 
with no less acuteness than capacity. 

Alfobd, Francis, sat for Reading in the Parliament qf 1572. We 
meet with a gentleman of the same name, who sat for Mitchel in Cornwall 
in 1571, for Grinstead, in Sussex, in 1585, and for Lewes, in the same 
county, in 1586-88. Hall Hace, in the parish of Hurley, now the resi- 
dence of Sis East G^obgb East Clayton, Bast., belonged in the 17th 
century to the Alfords. The member for Reading is supposed to have been 
the representative of John Estbury or Isbury, the founder of the almshouse 
or hospital at Lamboum for ten poor men, the management of the estates 
belonging to whidi charity was vested, in 1589, in Mr. Alfbrd and his 
heors. Mr. Alfbrd appears to have been an active member of the House, 
his name firequently occurring in the debates of that period. 

* She was daughter and co-heiress of James, Lord Grifiii, and espoused in second 
maniage, John, Viscount Ljmingtou, afterwards Earl of Pbrtsmouth. The e«»tate of 
BiUicg' ere was seltleu on her as a dowry, with a revendon to 31r. Neville. 
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Amyce, Rogbr^ sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1553. and in that 
o/" 1558. Roger Amyce was one of the first governors of Christ's Hospital 
in Abingdon. 

Annesley, Francis, sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1774-80-84- 
90-96-1802. We gather from the preface attached to the catalogue of the 
manuscripts in the Cottonian Library, that the borough member was the 
lineal representative of the elder branch of the Cotton family, (being the 
son of Martin Annesley, D.D. by the niece of Sir John Cotton, Bart., who 
died, sine prole, in 1731,) in consequence of which he was one of the Cot- 
tonian Trustees of the British Museum. He was likewise, in right of his 
great grandmother, Frances, daughter of Sir George Downing, Bart., 
the representative of that distinguished family, to whom the pubUc are in- 
debted for the liberal foundation of a college at Cambridge, the mastership 
of which was conferred on Mr. Annesley, in the charter granted — after a 
wearisome and lengthened litigation — for carrying into execution the in- 
tentions of the testator. Educated at Reading school, under the celebrated 
Mr, Hiley, Mr. Annesley, owing to his great taste for the arts, s^ences, 
and literature, and his curious and valuable antiquarian collections, was 
created an LL.D. and an F.A.S. Returned to Parliament for Reading in 
1774, he retained that seat for upwards of thirty years, being re- chosen at 
every successive election free of expense. His political principles were con- 
servative. He voted in 1 780 in favour of Mr. Dunning^s motion respecting 
the influence of the crown and the abuses in the public expenditure ; in 
1 78^ with the minority in favour of Sir John Rous' s motion for withdrawing 
the confidence of parliament from the king's ministers ; and in 1796 with 
the minority in favour of the abolition of slavery. He died 17 April, 1812, 
aged 78. 

Arced KCKNE, Chaloner, sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 
17 80, and in 1784 for Westbury, vacating that seat on accepting the stew- 
ardship of East Hundred, in this county, in 17 86. The borough member's 
family is seated at Glevering Hall, co. Sufiblk, and is now represented by 
Andrkw Arcedeckne, Esq., formerly M.P. for Dunwich, (for whom see 
Suffolk.) Mr. Chaloner Arcedeckne, son and heir of Andrew Arcedeckne, 
attorney-general of the island of Jamaica, served the ofiice of high sheriff 
of Suffolk in 1797. He died the 20th December, I8O9. 

Archer, William, sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1727-34, 
succeeding to the first on the demise of Sir Jno. Stonhouse in 1734. He 
voted, in 1734, for the repeal of the septennial act. The Archers, who 
served the ofiice of high sheriff of this county in 1693 and 1 765, and who 
settled at Welford about the year 1650, obtaining that seat by marriage 
with the Jones', became extinct in the male line on the death of John 
Archer, Esq. in 1800, and are now represented in the female hue by John 
Archer Houblon. Esq. of Hallingbury Place, co. Essex, and Calverthorpe, 
CO. Lincoln. The borough member died 30 June, 1739. 

AsHFiRLD, Edward, sat for Wallingford in the Parliaments q/* 1554-54. 
He served the office of high sheriff of Berkshire and Oxfordshire, 1 Eliza- 
beth, as did also his ancestor, John, 2 Henry VII. The Ashfields were 
seated at Shipton, co. Oxford. 



104 BERKSHIRE. 

AsHURST, Sir Henry, Bart., sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1715, 
succeeding to this seat on petition. Sir Henry dying without issue, 17 
May, 1732, the baronetcy which had jbeen conferred on his hxmlj (for par- 
ticdars of which see Lancashire and Oxfordshire), the 21st July, 1688, 
became extinct. Sir Henry voted, in 1716, for the bill for repeahng the 
triennial act and making parliament septennial: and in 1719 for the bill 
for strengthening the protestant interest, and for the peerage bill. 

Aubrey. This family being seated in Buckinghamshire, we shaU enter 
more fully into its history in our account of that county. 

John (afterwards Sir John, Bt.) sat for Wallingford in the Parliaments 
of 1768-80. Accepting the office of a commissioner of the admiralty in 
1782, he vacated this seat, but was immediately afterwards re-elected, and 
continued in the representation till 1784, when he again vacated on being 
made a lord of the treasury. We further find this gentleman representing 
Aylesbury in 1774, Buckinghamshire in 1784, Clithero in 1790, Aldeburgh 
in'l807, Steyning in 1812-18, and Horsham in 1820. (For further par- 
ticulars of him see Buckinghamshire.) 

Thomas sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1784. He was the 
second son of Sir Thomas, 5th baronet, and only brother of the preceding. 
At the period of his death, which took place the 16th January, 1814, he 
was one of the oldest majors in the army, having been appointed to that 
rank in June, 1782 ; he was also an inspecting field-officer for the county 
of Bucks. Present in most of the actions of the first American war, where 
he distinguished himself greatly, we find him commanding a company of 
the 47th Foot at the memorable battle of Bunker's Hill, and was one of the 
few officers present in that sanguinary conflict who escaped without a wound. 
In 1785 he supported Mr. Pitt's motion for reform in Parliament. 

Backhouse, Samuel, 5a/ /or prwefeor in the Parliaments of 1603-14. 
The family of this gentleman was seated at an early period at Swallowfield. 
The member for Windsor, son of Nicholas Backhouse, an alderman of the 
city of London, served the office of high sheriff of Berkshire, 42 Elizabeth, 
He married Elizabeth, second daughter of Sir John Borlace, Knt., of Little 
Marlow^ co. Bucks, and died 24 June, 1626. His son, John, (for whom 
see Buckinghamshire,) who was bom the 29th June, 1584, was created 
a knight of the bath, and died the 9th October, 1649, leaving a grandson, 
William, who was created a baronet the 9th November, 1660, a title 
which became extinct on that gentleman's demise without issue, the 22nd 
August, 1669. A. younger son of Mr. Samuel Backhouse, William, is 
mentioned by Wood, in his Athewe Oxoniensis, as "a most renouned 
chymist, rosicrucian, and a great encourager of those that studied chymistry 
and astrology." 

Bacon, Anthony,* sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1592. 

Ball, John, saifor Abingdon in the '2nd Parliament of 1640, succeeding 
thereto on the resignation in 1645 of Sir Greorge Stonhouse. The Balls 
were of Sulhamstead- Bannister. The member for Abingdon died in 1648. 

* Reading claims to be the birthplace of a gentleman of some note of this name. We 
refer to Mr. Phanubl Bacon, D.D., the son of Phanuel Bacon, Vicar of St. Lawrence's. 
He was possessed, it is said, of exquisite humour, with a strong inclination to punning, 
and is the author of several dramatic and other productions. — See Coatk*8 Reading, 
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John, sat for WalUngfordin the Parliament of 1741, and was 

" returned in 1747 for Westbury, which election however was 

His family was seated iat Challow, and built the manor 

^^ a merchant. In 1742, he voted against the celebrated 

the Hanoverian troops mto British pay. 

rkers, who were of Hurst and of Sunning, (in the 
^h are several monuments erected to their memory), 
r.LTAM Barkbr, Esq., who was steward to the 
*>. Henry VIII, They served the office of high 
J9, 1720, and 1734. Sir Anthony Barker who 
.6th February, 1630, in the 72nd year of his age. 
/ Reading in the Parliament of 1620, and was re- 
agford in the second Parliament of 1640, an election which 
*ontly declared void. 
^lAM, sat for the county, in the Parliaments of 1661-79-80-81, suc- 
amg to the first on the demise of Mr. Powle in 1678. This gentleman, 
who died in 1685, founded an hospital in the parish of Hurst for eight poor 
persons, to whom he gave a weekly allowance of 3s. 6d. each, and a gown 
every other year. 

ScoRY, sat for Wallingford in the Parliaments of 1680-81, and for 
Middlesex in 1705-8, in which latter county he possessed a seat at 
Chiswick. 

Sir Robert, Bart., sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1774. 
This gentleman^ the son of Robert Barker, M.D., who died in 1645, was 
descended from an ancient family in Derbyshire. Entering the East 
India Company's military service, he distinguished himself on various oc- 
casions, especially when in command of the artillery at the capture of Ma- 
nilla, (in October, 1762), as a reward for which he was knighted in 1764. 
He was subsequently appointed commander-in-chief of the company's 
forces at Bengal, and on the 14th of September, 178P, was elevated to the ba- 
ronetage. Purchasing the estate of Bushbridge in Surrey, he was thence de- 
signated. On the threatened invasion of this country by the combined 
fleets of France and Spain, he volunteered his services as an engineer. Sir 
Robert married in 1779. Anne, daughter and heiress of Brabazon Hallowes, 
Esq., of Dethick, co. Derby, and dying the 14th September, 1789, with- 
out issue, the baronetcy became extinct. The borough member was no 
less distinguished as a philosopher, than as a warrior. He communicated to 
the Royal Society, of which he was a member, Thermometrical Observa- 
tions at Allahabad in the East Indies, 1767 1 and in a voyage from Madras 
to England, 1774, (Phil. Trans, vol. Ixv. p. 202), the process of making 
ice in the East Indies, (Ibid. 252), accounts of the observatory of the 
Brahmins at Benares, (vol. Ixvii. p. 598,) &c. 

Barrington, Viscount, has sat for the county since 1837. His lord- 
ship's family, of Norman extraction, originally bore the name of Shute, 
when John Shutb, a barrister-at-law, inheritmg the estates of Francis 
Barrington, Esq., of Tofts, co. Essex, assumed by act of Parliament that 
gentleman's name, having previously become possessed of the manor of 
Becket in this county, owing to his casual adoption by John Wildman, Esq. of 
that place. He served in Parliament for Berwick-upon-Tweed, (for further 
particulars of him, see Northumberland,) and was advanced, 1 July, 1720, 
to the peerage of Ireland, by the title of Baron Barrington of Newcastle, 
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CO. Dublin, and Viscoont Barrinoton of Ardglass, co, Down, Of his 
immediate offspring — ^William, his successor in the viscounty, sat in Parlia- 
ment for Berwick-upon-Tweed, and Plymouth, (for particulars of him, see 
also Northumberland) — John was a major-general in the army — Daines, 
a harrister-at-law, was the author of several ingenious treatises on antiqua- 
rian and other subjects — Shuts, in holy orders, was Bishop of Durham — 
Samuel, an admiral of the white, was a distinguished officer. The principal 
naval actions in which he appears to have been engaged were, the capture 
of the Due de Chartres East Indiaman in 1747 ; the unsuccessful expedi- 
tion against Rochfort, in 1757; the capture of the Raisonable in 1758, of 
the French 60 gun ship (403 men) Count de St. Florentine, in 1759> after a 
very close engagement of two hours' continuance ; in the expedition against 
Belleisle in I76I ; in the attack on St. Lucia in 1778, &c. In 1768, while 
in command of the Venus, 36, he had the honour of having as a volunteer 
under him, his late Majesty WiUiamlV. He died the l6th August 1800.* 
The second viscount, dying without issue in 1793, was succeeded in the 
family titles by his nephew, William Wildman (eldest son of the Hon. 
Col. John Barrington above mentioned), on whose death in ISOl, sine prole, 
the viscounty successively devolved upon his lordship's brothers, Richard 
and George. The latter nobleman, who was prebendary of Durham and 
rector of Sedgfield, dying the 5th March, 1829, was succeeded by the 
member for Berkshire, the present William Kbppell Barrington, Vis- 
count Barrington, who was born 1 Oct., 1793, married '21 April, 18^3, 
the Hon. Jane Elizabeth Liddell, 4th daughter of Thomas, Lord Ravens- 
worth, and has issue. His lordship, who is a conservative, has given no 
pledges. In presenting himself as a candidate for the county on the re- 
tirement of Mr. Walter, he observed in a letter to his constituents. " My 
political principles are conservative, determined to preserve our institutions 
in church and state as by law estabhshed. I need perhaps hardly say to 
you that I would not for a moment listen to those wild theories, that have 
been put forward under the name of reform, but which mean in fact nothing 
less than revolution, reducing the House of Lords to a mere register office 
for the edicts of the Commons, and making the sovereign a puppet in the 
hands of demagogues." In 1838, he voted against the ballot, in 1842, 
with the majority in favour of the third reading of the income tax bill ; 
in 1844, in favour of Mr. Hawes' amendment to the second reading of 
the Bank of England charter bill ; in 1845, with the majority in favour of 
the grant to Maynooth College ; in 1846, with the minority against the com 
importation bill, and in 1847 with the minority against the Roman Cathohc 
relief bill. 

* His character is thus given on the monument erected to his memory in the family 
vault at Shrivenham. The lines are from the pen of the celebrated Mrs. Hannah Moie. 
" Here rests the hero, who, in glory^s page, 
Wrote his fair deeds for more than half an age. 
Here rests the patriot, who, for England's good. 
Each toil encountered, and each clime withstood ; 
Here rests the christian, his the loftier theme, 
To seize the conquest, yet renounce the fame, 
He when his arm St. Lucia's trophies boasts, 
Ascribes the glory to the Lord of Hosts ; 
And when the harder task remained behind 
The passive courage, and the will rcsignM, 
Patient the veteran victor yields his breath. 
Secure in him who conquered sin and death.** 
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Batlet, Nathaniel, sat for Abingdon in the Parliament of 1768* suc- 
ceeding on petition in 1770. He is described as of Shipton House, co. 
Oxford. He voted in 1 774, for perpetuating the Grenville Act. 

Bbakb, Richard, sat for Abingdon in the Parliament of 1572, succeeding 
thereto on the demise of Mr. Forster in the same year. The Beakes 
held the manor of Hartley Court, under the family of Vachell. In the 
parish church of that place, there are several memorials of them. 

Beauclerk. This family claims alliance with royalty, its founder 
Charles Beauclkrk, being the illegitimate son of Charles XL, by the 
famous Nell Gwtnn. Owing to that connection, Mr. Beauclerk was 
created Baron of Hrdington and £arl op Burford, both in the county 
of Oxford, 27th December, I676, and elevated to the Dukedom of St. 
Albans, lOth January, 16'83-4. He was also appointed register of the 
high Court of Chancery and hereditary grand falconer of England. His 
grace was invested with these honours prior to his entrance into public life. 
In the reign of James II., he was in command of a regiment of horse, 
and was among the first to desert the cause of his own uncle for that 
of the Prince of Orange on the landing of the latter in the west. In 
1688, he served gallantly at the siege of Belgrade; in 1693 and 1695, he 
made the campaign under King William, and was sworn (30th Nov. 1693), 
captain of the band of pensioners. In 1694, he married the Lady Diana 
de Vere, daughter and eventually sole heir of Aubrey de Vere, 26th and 
last Earl of Oxford of that noble family. As a reward for giving the first 
intelligence of the Duke of Burgundy's marriage, in 1697, he was made a 
lord of the bedchamber. In 1704, at the head of the band of pensioners, 
he closed the procession (September 7), of Queen Anne to St. PauUs, or- 
dered in thanksgiving for the famous battle of Blenheim. On the acces- 
sion of George I., he was constituted lord lieutenant and custos rotulorum 
of Berkshire, and in I7I8 was made a K.G.B. At the period of his death 
on 11th May, 1726, his grace enjoyed in addition to the ofiices above- 
mentioned, those of high steward of Windsor and Oakingham, both in this 
county. Of the character of this nobleman, but little can be gleaned from 
history. We cannot, however, shut our eyes to two great facts, — 1st, his 
origin ; 2ndly, his conduct towards his uncle James II. While common 
sense, will exonerate him from any blame that may be attached to the iUegi- 
timacy of his birth, it cannot but condemn the principle which empowers 
any man, though he be a monarch, to exalt into the first ranks of the no- 
bility the bastard ofispring of his unlawful passions. His conduct towards 
James II. proves him to have been a renegade and a time-server. Charles, 
the 2nd Duke of St. Albans, as member for Windsor, will be mentioned 
hereafter as Earl of Burford. Gborgb, his son and successor in the duke- 
dom, was constituted lord lieutenant and custos rotulorum of Berkshire, and 
enjoyed the hereditary honours of his family, already mentioned. His grace 
died 1 February, 1786, and was succeeded by his cousin George, grandson 
of Lord William Beauclerk as 4th Duke. Dying unmarried, 16th Feb., 
1787, he was replaced by his cousin Aubrey Lord Verb, son of Lord 
Vere Beauclerk, as 5th Duke, (for particulars of his grace, who sat in 

* See note on this election, page 85. 
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Parliament, see Norfolk). Aubrbt the eldest son to the precedmg, sac- i 

ceeded as 6th Dukb in 1802. As a peer, he advocated the abolition of ! 

sinecure offices, as also all measures conducive to the retrenchment of the 
public expenditure. Dying the 7th August, 1815, the honours of the fa- < 

mily devolved upon his son Avbrby, the 7th Dukb, upon whose demise, 
19th Feb., 1816, the titles reverted to his uncle William, 8th Dukb. His 
grace, by his second wife Maria Tanetta, only daughter of Sir John Nd- 
thorpe, Bart., left at his death, 17th July, 18^5, with other issue, William 
Aubrbt-db-Vbrb Bbauclbrk, 9th and present Dukb or St. Albans. 
His grace was bom in 1801, and has been twice married, first, in 1827, to 
the relict of Thomas Coutts, Esq., and secondly, 18S9> to the daughter of 
the late General Joseph Gubbins of Kilrush, co. Limerick. He is heredi- 
tary grand falconer, hereditary registrar to the Court of Chancery, and 
patron of two livings. This family is seated at Redbum in Lincolnshire. 
As the most distinguished of its members have sat for the borough of 
Windsor in this county, the foregoing notice has been here introduced. 
Of these members we will now speak. 

Charles, Earl of Bubford, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1722, 
seceding from the representation in 1726, on being elevated to the peerage. 
His lordship, who also sat for Bodmyn from 1718 to 1722, was bom tiie 
6th April, 1696. In 1725, he was one of those persons, who in consider- 
ation of their great merits, were chosen knight companions of the bath, 
upon the re>establishment of that order. In the House of Commons he 
voted in 1719, for the bill for strengthening the protestant interest, and 
for the peerage bill. In 1726, he succeeded his father, in his honours ; 
and in Feb. 22 following, was appointed lord lieutenant and custos rotulorum 
for this county. In 1 727, he carried the queen's crown at the coronation of 
their Majesties. In 1730, he was made governor of Windsor castle, and 
one of the lords of his majesty's bedchamber, and in 1740, was made a 
K.G. His grace married in 1722, Lucy, daughter and coheir of Sir John 
Werden, of Holly Park, in Berkshire, Bart., and died 27th July, 1751. 

Lord Vbrb Bbauclbrk, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 1722- 
27-34, succeeding to the first on the elevation of his brother, the preceding, 
to the peerage in 1726. He also sat for Plymouth in 1741 and 1747. His 
lordship was bom 14th July, 1699, and having entered the naval service of 
his country, (in which many members of his family have distinguished 
themselves) was, after regularly passing through the several subordinate 
stations, with the greatest repute and honour to himself, promoted, on the 
30th May, 1721, to the rank of captain, and after going through a regular 
succession of inferior commands, advanced to the rank of commodore. He 
was subsequently appointed in 1738, a commissioner for executing the office 
of high admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, an office which he had 
previously held in 1732, and the duties of which he continued to execute 
with intermissions till his final and voluntaiy resignation in 1749- 
In 1748, he was constituted an admiral of the blue, and in 1750 
(March 28), was elevated to the peerage as Lord Vbbe or Han- 
woRTQ. He was appointed in 1761, lord heutenant and custos rotu- 
lorum of this county, on the resignation of these offices by his brother, 
the then Duke of St Albans. His lordship married Mary, daughter 
and co-heir of Thomas Chambers, Esq., of Hanworth, and by her left 
a son, AuBRBY, who succeeded as 5th Dukb of St. Albans (see above). 
His lordship when in the House of Commons, voted in 1729 in fa- 
vour of the grant of £115,000 for making good the arrears of the Civil 
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List. He supported in 1733 Sir Robert Walpole's excise scheme, as also 
the repeal of the Septennial Act in 1734, and in 1742 voted for taking the 
Hanoverian troops into British pay. 

Lord Sydney Beauglbrk, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 
1727-34-41, succeeding to the first, on the elevation in 1733 of Vis- 
count Malpas to the peerage, and seceding from the last at the period 
of his death in 1744. His lordship, who inherited by will the estates 
of Richard Topham, Esq., of Windsor, was brother to the preceding, 
and consequently sen of the 1st Duke of St. Albans. In April 1740. 
he was appointed vice-chamberlain of the household, and sworn of 
the privy council in May following. He died the 23rd November, 1744, 
and left issue by his wife, Mary, daughter of Thomas Norris, Esq., of 
Speck, Lancashire, an only son Topham so well known in the circles of 
literature and for his curious Hbrary.* 

Lord George Beauclerk, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 1741- 
47-68, succeeding to the first on the demise of his brother in 1744. His 
lordship, who died almost immediately after his return for Windsor, in 1768, 
(May 11), was bom in 1704. In 1736, he was made captain of a com- 
pany in the 1st regiment of foot guards, — ^in 1745, aide-de-camp to George 
II. — and in 1747. colonel of a marine regiment. 'In 1748 — he succeeded to 
the command of the 19th regiment of foot. On December 4th, 
1/53, his lordship was constituted governor of Landguard Fort, on the 
coast of Suffolk, and appointed major-general March 18, 1755. On Jan. 
25, 1758, he was promoted to the rank of heutenant-general, and was 
made commander-in-chief of the forces in Scotland. f 

Beecher, Sir William, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 16^7. 

Bell. Of this family, of which we have been able to obtain no par- 
ticulars, — 

Thomas, sat for Reading in the 9,nd Parliament of 1553. 

John sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1555-57. This gentleman 
is designated Mayor by Browne Willis. 

Bbnnet. This family, now represented by Charles Augustus Bennet, 
Earl of Tankerville, was originally seated in this county, and subsequently 
removed to Chillingham in Northumberland (which see). In All-Hal- 
lows church, in Wallingford, now entirely pulled down, was a monument 
to Thomas Bennet, Esq., of Clapcot, whose third son Sir Thomas, gave 
twenty pounds yearly for ever, to fifteen poor people of the town of Wal- 
lingford. 

Sir John, sat for Windsor in 1620. He is described as of Dawley in 
Middlesex, and was the eldest son of Sir John Bennet, a member of 
Parliament for various boroughs (for particulars of whom see Yorkshire). 

* An interesting account of this gentleman is given by Hardy in his memoirs of 
Lord Charlbmont, by whom Mr. Beauclerk was esteemed as being the most accom- 
plished and agreeable man of his age, an opinion to which the fastidious Dr. Johnson has 
borne the most powerful testimony. 

+ For other members of this family who have sat in Parliament, see Norfolk, Surrey, 
Sussex, and Yorkshirb. Lord Aubrby Beauclerk a younger brother of the above 
members for Windsor, was a very gallant naval officer, and fell at the early age of 31, 
(24th March, 1740), in the assault upon Boca-Chica. As he was giving his command 
upon deck, both his legs were shot off; but such was his magnanimity, that he would 
not suffer his wounds to be dressed, till he had communicated his orders to the first 
lieutenant, which were to fight his ship to the last extremity. A very handsome 
monument is erected to his memory in Westminster Abbey, 
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He married Dorothy, daughter of Sir John Crofts, Knt., of Sazhani, co. 
Suffolk, and left with other issue a son and heir. 

Sir John, who sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1661, suc- 
ceeding thereto on the demise in 1663 of Mr. Fane. This gentleman was 
made a knight of the hath, at the coronation of Charles II., and was lieu- 
tenant and afterwards captain of the band of pensioners in that reign. As 
a reward for his uniform devotion to the cause of royalty during the civil 
vrar, he was elevated to the peerage, 24th November, 1682, as Lord 
OsBULSTON, Baron Ossulston, the name of one of the hundreds in the 
county of Middlesex. He was originally a gentleman commoner of Pem- 
broke College, Oxford, to which he was not only a benefactor by contribut- 
ing largely towards its erection, but likewise by his donation of a fellowship. 
He died in 1688^ in the 70th year of his age, and was buried in Harlington 
church, CO. Middlesex, where a monument is raised to his memory. He was 
twice married, first, to the Countess of Musgrave, daughter of the Earl of 
Middlesex ; secondly, to the sister of Scroop Viscount Howe. 

Bbnton, Richard, sat for WalUngford in the Parliaments of 1806-07, 
and for Pontefract in 1802, since which he has assumed the surname of 
Powlett-Wrigbtb in rtl4, and his present one of De Beauvoir in 
1822. He claims descent from Richard Benton, Esq., who, bom 26th 
November, 1698, became ultimately governor of Fort St. George in the 
East Indies, and dying in 1774, was buried at Margaretting in Essex, in 
which parish he held the manor of Coptfold Hall. He married the relict 
of Powlett-Wrighte, (grandson of the lord keeper of the great seal. Sir 
Nathaniel Wrighte), through which connection his son Richard Benton, 
many years M.P. for Peterborough, (for whom see Northamptonshire,) 
subsequently became devisee of the manors of Ekiglefield and Stratfield- 
Mortimer in this county. On the demise of the last mentioned Mr. Benyon 
in 1796, the member for Wallingford succeeded, as his son and heir to the 
family estates. He served the office of high sheriff of Berkshire in 1816, 
of which county he is at present a magistrate, and deputy-lieutenant. He 
married in 1797 Elizabeth, only daughter of Sir Francis Sykes, Bart., of 
Basildon park, co. Berks, and granddaughter of the 2nd Viscount Galway. 
This lady died in 1822. Mr. Benyon de Beauvoir, whose principles are con- 
servative, voted, when in the House of Commons, in favour of a criminal 
prosecution against Viscount Melville, on account of his misconduct while 
treasurer of the navy, and in 1810 with the minority against the committal 
of Sir Francis Burdett to the tower. 

Bbrtie, see Norrets, 

Bigg. This family which was originally seated at Benendon, co. Kent, 
subsequently at Barcourt and Haine*s Hill in this county, afterwards at 
Chilton- Follyatt, co. Wilts, and which is now represented by Lovelace 
Jiioc-WiTHKR, Esq., of Manydown, co. Hants, served the office of high 
sheriff of Berkshire, in 1683, 1698 and 1726. Of its members, — 

Walter, sat for WaUingford in the Parliament of 1658, in which 
borough he founded a free school, and endowed it with £iO per annum. 
He further gave a grant towards the relief of ten of the poor of the said 
borough. Mr. Bigg, who was an alderman of the city of London, died 5th 
August, 1659, in the 53d year of his age On the monument erected over 
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his remains at Wallingford, he is described as " having ran his race, and 
served his generation with much fidelity, constancy, and sincerity.'' 
Richard, sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1713. 

Blackstone, William Seymour, has sat for Wallingford since 1833. 
Mr. Blackstone's family traces its descent from Charles Blackstonb of 
Cheapside, in London, a silkman by trade, who, marrying the eldest 
daughter of Lovelace Bigg, Esq., of Chilton-Follyatt, co. Wilts, left a 
posthumous son, William, afterwards Sir William, the famous commen- 
tator on the laws of England. The judge who is described as of Walling- 
ford, sat in Parliament ifor Hindon and Westbury, (for memoir of him see 
Wiltshire). D)ring in 1780, he was succeeded by his second son James 
of the Middle Temple, barrister-at-law, father of the present representative 
of the family, the member for WalUngford. He was bom in 1809, is a 
magistrate for this county and Oxfordshire, and a deputy, lieutenant of the 
former. He is patron of the living of Wallingford, at Castle Priory, in 
which borough he is seated. He is of conservative principles. In 1834^ 
he opposed Mr. Wood's bill, for removing certain disabilities which pre- 
vented persons differing from the doctrines of the Established Church, from 
studying in the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge; On the subject 
of the limitation of polls, discussed in 1835, he observed that the poll 
should be taken in a single day, as an extension of that period only en- 
couraged bribery. In the same session he took a part in the debate on 
the Ipswich election. In the session of 1836, he seconded in a speech of 
some Ipngth, Mr. Shaw's motion (March 28) against the municipsd reform 
(Ireland) bill, and opposed lessening the grievances of the Irish people, in 
the debate on the stamp duties (July 18). In 1837, he voted against the 
ballot, against the ministers' resolution concerning church rates^ and with the 
noes on the repeal of the property qualification laws. With respect to the 
discussion of the poor laws, in 1838, he moved for a return of the num- 
ber of union workhouses in England and Wales, used for the reception of 
parochial poor, since the passing of the new poor laws, specifying the num-, 
ber of poor received, their deaths, and their ages, and the causes of their 
decease. His object in moving for this return was to direct the attention 
of the House to the mode of visiting workhouses, and to the dietary al- 
lowed them, with the view of shewing, that that allowance was insufficient 
for the support of an able-bodied labourer. He subsequently took a very 
active and indeed a very prominent part in the affair of Mr. Poulter, and 
the question of breach of privilege. In the session of 1839, he made a 
speech of some considerable length on the debate (March 8) on the mu- 
nicipal corporations of Ireland bill, which he opposed. He also spoke on 
the subject of the poor law continuance bill, and the removal of electors 
bill, to which he was likewise opposed. In the eventful Parliaments of 
1841-47. he voted against the income tax, in favour of the arms Ireland 
bill, as also of the bank charter bill, against the grant to Maynooth Col- 
lege, the com importation bill (on which subject he frequently addressed 
the House), and the Roman Catholic relief bill. 

Blagrave. This family, the male branch of which became extinct on 
the demise of John Blagrave, Esq., in 1787, being now represented in the 
female line by John Blagrave, Esq.* of Calcot Park, in this county, ama- 

« ** This gentleman's family has been settled for a considerable time at Watchfield in 
Shrivenham'*— Zrysow's Magna Britannia, 

L 2 
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gistrate and deputy lieuteDant, and colonel of the Berkshire militia, was 
originally seated at Bolmarsh Court and Southcot. The former came into 
its possession, it is supposed, hy the marriage of the widow of William 
Grey (to whom it was originally granted in 1546), to John Blagrave, the 
father of the celebrated mathematician of that name ; it continued io the 
family till the death of the late Anthony Blagrave, of whose executors it 
was purchased by Henry Addington, 1st Viscount Sid mouth. Southcot 
manor has been in the family for more than two centuries ; it also received 
the grant of a portion of the site of Reading Abbey. The Blagraves exe- 
cutedthe office of high sheriff of this county in 1603, 1624, 1700, 1713, 
1762, and 179^ The Blagraves trace their descent from John Bla^uve 
of Uighworth, who married Agnes, daughter of John Kibblewhite of 
South Fawley, co. Berks, living 12 Henry VII., anno 1497. Of the 
descendants of this gentleman — 

Anthony, sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1601. He was high 
sheriff of the county in 1603. His younger brother John^ who built South- 
cot manor house, and who died 1611, was a famous mathematician.* The 

* This eminent mathematician employed himself chiefly in compiling such works as 
might render speculative mathematics accurate, and the practical parts easy. He 
accordingly finished some learned and useful works, in all which he proposed to render 
these sciences more universally understood. He endeavoured to shew the usefulness of 
such studies, that they were not mere amusements for scholars and speculative persons, 
but of general advantage, and absolutely indispensable in many of the necessaries and 
conveniencies of life. Mr. Blagrave's beneficence in pri?ate life was great. Bom in 
Reading, and naturally desirous of leaving a token of his regard for his native town, he 
bequeathed a legacy, the wording of which is thus given by Ashmole : ' you are to note 
that he doth devise that each churchwarden (of the three parishes of Beading)* should 
send on Good-Friday one virtuous maid that has lived five years with her master : all 
three maids app^r at the town hall, before the mayor and aldermen, and cast dice. She 
that throws most has £10 put in a purse, and she is to be attended with the other two 
that lost the throw. The next year come again the two maids and one more added to 
them. He orders in his will that each maid shall have three throws before she loses it, 
and if she has no luck in the three years, he orders that still new faces may come and 
be presented. On the same Good Friday he gives eighty widows money to attend, and 
orders 10s. for a good sermon, and so he wishes well to all his countrymen. It is lucky 
money, for I never heard but the maid that had the £ 1 suddenly had a good husband.^' 
In a copy of Blagrave's Mathematical t/(?u>e/ published in 1585 in the Ashmole museum, 
is the following quaint account of the family, 

" • Here stands Mr. Grey, master of this House, 
And his poore cat playing with a mouse. 
' John Blagrave marryed this Grey's widdowe (she was a Hungerford), this John 
was symple ; had yssue by this widdowe. 

* 1 Anthony, who married Joan Borlass. 
' 2 John, the author of this booke. 

* 3 Alexander, the excellent chess player in England. 

' Anthony had Sir John Blagrave, Knt., who caused his teeth to be all drawne outi 
and after had a set of ivory teeth sett in agayne.*" 

Prefixed to the work above mentioned are two copies of verses by the author. 1. 
Tfi/e Autfiour in his owne defence, 2. TheAuthour's Lumpe. In the former of these, 
he seems to deny the supposition that he had the advantages of an university education. 
'* Though that my name, be not among the learned rolde, 
Let not that bee a blot, 'ere that my tale be told. 
Yet Zoylus seems to say, why ? what ? and whence is he ? 
A childe but yesterday, and now to scale the skie ? 
Where gathered he his skill ? what tutor tolde him in ? 
The vniversities denie, that 'ere he dwelt therein. 
And London laughs to think she scarce doth knowe his face ; 
How comes he then to linke with Vrane's worthy grace? 
My answer shall be short my paine this piece hath pen'd ; 
God let it to my lot, and hee shall mee defende." 
Mr. Blagrave died in 1611, and was buried in the church of St. Lawrence at Rending, 
where a handsome monument is erected to his memory. 
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member for Reading married Joane daughter of John Borlace, of Little 
Marlow, co. Buck^, and left, besides an elder son Sir John who was knighted, 
a third son — 

Daniel, who sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1640-40-56-58, suc- 
ceeding to the second on the demise of Sir Francis Knowles in 1648. He 
was bred to the bar, and in 1645, was chosen steward of Reading, or more 
properly recorder, those two offices not being sufficiently distinguished at 
that period. He was dismissed from this office in 1656, but was restored 
in 1658. During the trial of Charles L, he constantly attended the high 
court of justice in the painted chamber, and Westminster hall, and signed 
the warrant for putting the king to death. As a reward for his services to 
the Parliament, he received the office of exigenter in the court of common 
pleas, worth annually at that time £500, and was made a master in chan- 
cery. He was likewise treasurer of Berkshire, and one of the committee 
for the county, who were authorised to remove all insufficient ministers ; 
in which office he distinguished himself by his vexatious persecutions of the 
clergy. The emoluments of his office in the common pleas, it is supposed, 
enabled him to purchase the king's fee farm rent of the valuable manor of 
Sunning, and some other estates ; and, having kept in with every form of 
government during the interregnum, he obtained a seat in the convention 
parliament of 1658. At the Restoration, finding the danger which threat- 
ened him, he fled the kingdom, and retiring to Achen in Germany, died in 
1668 in an obscure condition. 

John, sat for Reading in the Parliaments o/* 1660-79-80-81. This 
gentleman, a nephew of the preceding, was the son of Anthony Blagrave, 
Esq., by Dorothy, daughter of Thomas Dolman, Esq. of Shaw. He 
married Hester, daughter of William Gore, Esq., of Barrow, co. Surrey, 
and dying, 3rd March, 1703, left with other issue a successor, 

Anthony, who sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1701-8-22. Mr. 
Blagrave*s return, at the general elections of 1708 and 1722 was unsuc- 
cessfully petitioned against.* He voted in favour of Dr. Sacheverel. The 
borough member was bom in 1680, and dying in December, 1744, left, 
besides an elder son, Anthony, (whose daughter, Frances, married John, 
father of John Blagravb, Esq. the present representative of the family 
mentioned at the commencement of this article), — 

John, who sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1734-41, succeeding 
to the first on the demise, in 1739, of Mr. Pottenger. He voted, in 1743, 
against taking the Hanoverians into British pay. He married, 1 August, 
1745, Anne, daughter and co-heir of Sir George Cobb, Bart., by whom he 
had a son, George Cobb Blagrave, who died unmarried in 1/67. The 
member for Reading died 9 December, 1787, when the family of Blagrave 
of Balmarsh Court and Southcot became extinct in the male line. 

Blake, Alexander, sat for Windsor in the Parliament ofl660,f An 
Alexander Blake also sat for Peterborough, in Northamptonshire, in 1/54. 
The Blakes were of Didcot, in the hundred' of Moreton, in this county, in 
the parish church of which place is erected a monument to the memory of 
Sir Richard Blake, Knt., who died in 1709. Charles Blake, of Reading, 
who died in the early part of the last century, was a clergyman of some 

* See Note on this election in our account of Reading, page 90. 
t At this election there was a double return ; see notes on the Windsor elections, 
page 98. 
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eminence, and the author of " Tres Nug<B poetica,'^ which are subjoined to 
a translation of Musaeus's Hero and Leander. London, 1694, 4to. 

Bourne, John, sat for Reading in the Ist Parliament of 1553, and 
in the 2nd Parliament of 1554. He was mayor of this borough in 1546- 
47-52. 

Bow£8, Sir Jerrm., Knt. sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1603. 
A. Samuel Bowes, Esq. served the office of high sheriff of this county in 
1758. 

BowYER. The Bowyers inherit the estates of Radley, Sunningwell, and 
Bayworth, all in the hundred of Hermer, by the marriage of Sir William 
BowYBR, 3rd Bart., of Denham Court, co. Bucks, with Anne, daughter of 
the Rt. Hon. Sir Jno. Stonhouse, Bart., formerly a representative of this 
county, (see page 207.) This family, originally seated in Staffordshire, 
(which see) is descended from Thomas Bowyer, who settled in temp. Henry 
IV. in Sussex, (which county also see.*) Of this gentleman's descendants, 
his great-grand&on, — 

Robert, sat for Reading in the 1st Parliament of 1554. He was mayor 
of the borough in 1553-58-70. 

Henry sat for Abingdon in the Parliament of 1807, succeeding in 1810, 
on the demise of Mr. Knapp. He resigned his seat in the following year. 
He was the son of Sir William Bowyer, 3rd Bart., and was a Major-General 
and Colonel of the l6th Foot. 

Sir George, Bart, sat for Abingdon in the Parliaments of 1807-12, 
succeeding to the former on the resignation of the preceding in 1811, up 
to which period, with the exception of a few months, he had represented 
Malmesbury from I807. He is the successor of his father, the late distin- 
guished Admiral Sir George Bowyer, Bart., M.P. for Queenborough, (for 
whom see Kent.) Of liberal principles, he voted in 1813 with the ma- 
jority in favour of Mr. Grattan's motion for a committee on the Roman 
Cathohc claims. The baronetcy which Sir George enjoys was originally 
granted 25 June, 1660. His father obtained for his gallant services another 
baronetcy, 16 August, 1794. He is 6th baronet of the first creation, and 
2nd baronet of the second. 

Braham, Sir Richard, Bt. sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1661. *( 
The Braham s were seated at Windsor. Sir Richard was the son of Richard 
Braham, Esq. of Wandsworth, by Elizabeth, daughter of Nathaniel Giles, 
Doctor of Music, and great great grandson of Sir John Braham, Knt., of 
Braham Hall, co. Suffolk. He was created a baronet 16 April, 1662, and 
though married three times left no issue. Upon his decease, therefore, the 
baronetcy became extinct. 

Braunche, William, sat for Abingdon in the Parliament of 1592. 

Brbedon, JoHN^t^a^ returned for Reading at the general election in 1685, 
but subsequently unseated on petition. J The Breedons, who settled at 
Here- Court, near Pangbourn, in 1671, became extinct in the male line by 

• See also Surrey. 

t See Note on the Windsor elections, page 91. 

t See Note on this election, page 90. 
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the death of the late John Breedon, M.D. They executed the office of high 
sheriff of Berkshire iu 1675-6 and 1701. 

Bridges, Sir Richard, Knt. sat for the county in the Parliaments of 
1554-54, having previously represented the borough of Ludgershall in the 
Parliament of 1553, and subsequently the same in 1557. The manor of 
Cunmer, in the hundred of Hormer, was granted in 1546 to John Brydges, 
M.D., in coDJunction with Geo. Owen, Esq. as were also the manors of 
North-Hinksey and South- Hinksey, in the same district. The Bridges 
served the office of high sheriff of Berkshire and Oxfordshire, 31 Henry 
VIII., 2 & 4 Mary ; and of high sheriff of Berkshire alone, 17 Elizabeth. 
Great Shefford formerly belonged for a considerable time to this family, the 
last heir male of which, Anthony Bridges, Esq.^ died in 1613. 

Browne, Thomas, sat for WalUngford in the Parliament of 1563. In 
the parish church of Great Shefferd, (of which they were for some time 
lords of the manor, obtaining that right through marriage with the heiress 
of the Bridges) are some memorials of the Brownes, a younger branch of 
the family of Browne^ Viscount Montague. Sir George Browne, who died 
in 1678, was knight of the bath; his younger brother^ John, was created 
a baronet, 10 May, 1665, a title which became extinct in 1774, on the de- 
mise, without issue, of the 5th baronet. Sir John Browne. 

Buckingham. The Buckinghams were of Moulsford in this county, and 
also of London. 

Sir Owen, ICnt., sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1698*- 1700-2-5, 
He was a hemp merchant, an alderman of London, knighted at Kensington, 
14 Oct. 1695, appointed sheriff in 1696, and subsequently lord mayor in 
1705. Sir Owen supported, in 1702, the bill for securing the protestant 
succession. He married Mary, the daughter of Richard Francklin, of New 
Windsor, and dying in March, 1712, left a son, — 

OwKN, who sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1708t-10-15.J Mr. 
Buckingham, a gentleman of the privy chamber to George I., was appointed 
a commissioner of the victualling department, 18 July, 1717, an office the 
duties of which he continued to execute till the period of his death, on the 
8th March, 1 720, when he fell in a duel with a Mr. Aldworth, one of whose 
family, Mr. Charles Aldworth, we have already had occas»ion to advert to, 
as a victim in an affair of honour. § In the present occasion, as well as in 
that, we extract the foDowing particulars from the Political Registkr : 
" William Aldworth, Esq. one of the commissioners for the affairs of taxes, 
being desirous to celebrate his birth-day, gave an entertainment to several 
persons, amongst whom was Owen Buckingham, Esq., member of parlia- 
ment for Reading, and one of the commissioners of the victualling office, 
his intimate friend, and who was to have lain at his house that night : but 
being both elevated with wine, some hot words arose between them, and 
being gone out of the house to fight in the dark, Mr. Buckingham received 
a mortal wound ; and with his dying breath own'd that he had given the 
provocation. Upon the news of this disastrous adventure, as soon as the 
Commons were met, on Tuesday, the 9th of March, Sir Joseph %ilLy]l Jtky^- 
master of the rolls, made a motion for a bill for preventing the impious 
practice of dueUing, wliich was accordingly ordered to be brought in." 

* See Note on this election, page 90. + Ibid. J Ibid. 

§ See our account of Aldworth, page 101. 
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Mr. Buckingham supported, in lii08» the act for naturalizing foreign pro- 
testants, voted against Dn Sacheverel ; and, in IjBlS, opposed the French 
commerce bill ; and, in 1^19, supported the peerage bill. 

BuRFORD, Earl or — See Bbauclerk. 

Butler. Of this family, — 

Anthony sat for fVallingford in the 1st Parliament of 1554. 

Thomas sat for Windsor in the 1st Parliament of 1554. 

Btng, Robert, sat for Abingdon in the Parliament of 1558, 

Cadooan. This noble family, of Welsh extraction, commences its pedi- 
gree with Hbnrt Cadooan, of Llandbedr, co. Glamorgan, descended from 
Kchdlyn, Prince of Powys. As it is not the province of this work to give 
a connected genealogy of each family, but to select the most conspicuous 
names which occur in its lineage, that of Major William Cadogan is the 
first to present itself : as he was a member of parliament for Meath and 
Lowth in 1654, full particulars will be given of him in our records of these 
places. His grandson, William Cauogan, created Baron Cadogan, of 
Reading, 21 June, 1716; Earl Cadooan, Viscount Caver sham, and j^aron 
Cadogan, of Oakly, co. Bucks, sat in parliament for Woodstock, (for me- 
moir of him see Oxfordshire.) His lordship was succeeded in his titles 
by his brother, Charles Cadooan, of whom presently as member for 
Reading. Charles Sloane Cadooan, (the son of the preceding), who 
was created, 27 Dec. 1800, Viscount Chelsea and Earl Cadogan, sat in 
parliament for Cambridge, (for particulars of him see Cambridgeshire.) 
His lordship's eldest son by his €rst marriage, Charles Henry Sloanb, 
succeeded to the family honours in 1807* snd dying unmarried in 183^, was 
replaced by his half-brother, George, Lord Oakley^ now Earl Cadogan. 
The earl, who is a rear-admiral of the white, entered the navy in 1795, and 
as midshipman of the Indefatigable was present at the capture of the French 
frigate, Virginie, 1796, and at the destruction of the Droits de L'Homme 
in 1797. Mate of the Impetuous, he commanded the barge appointed to 
lead the €re-ship in the attack upon the French and Spanish squadrons in 
Aix Roads, in 1799 ; he was further engaged in the expedition to Ferrol, 
and at the capture of Guepe in 1800. In the action with the Boulogne 
Flotilla, he was lieutenant of the Leda. Promoted tu the rank of com- 
mander in 1804, and to that of captain in 1807, we find him in commission 
of the Cyane at the capture of the French privateer brig, Buonaparte ; of 
the Ferret at the capture of a Spanish brig* of 14 guns ; of the Pallas in the 
Walcheren expedition ; and of the Havannah when he took and destroyed 
in ten months 91 sail of vessels mostly armed, and nearly 100 guns in bat- 
teries. He was in command of the same frigate at the reduction of Zarah 
in 1813 ; and had an arm broken at the attack on the town of Fermole, 
coast of Naples. For these services he has been repeatedly noticed in the 
gazettes. The Austrian order of Maria Theresa was conferred on him, 22 
July, 1814, the C.B. 4 June, 1815, and the rank of rear-admiral, 23 Nov. 
1841. His lordship married, in 1810, Louisa Houoria, daughter of J. 
Blake, Esq. of Ardfry, and sister of the 1st Lord Wallscourt^ by whom he 
has, with other issue, Viscount Chelsea, of whom presently as member 
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for Reading. The earl's elder brother, Henry, was slain at the battle of 
Vittoria, in 1813.* Of the members for this comity and Reading, — 

Charlbs Cadooan, sat for Reading in the Parliament q/'17I5, succeed- 
ing on petition.f He subsequently represented Newport, in the Isle of 
Wight, in 172^. This borough member, whom we have already mentioned 
as having succeeded his brother^ William, as 2nd Baron Cadogan of Oak- 
LBT. was in the horse service, under His Grace the Duke of Marlborough, 
in flanders ; and, after having been colonel of a company in the second 
regiment of foot guards, was, on April 21, 1719, constituted by George I. 
colonel of the king's own ; he was further appointed, 19 June, 1734, colonel 
of the 6th. or Inniskilling, regiment of dragoons. On December 18, 1735, 
he was promoted to the rank of a brigadier-general ; the 17th July, 1739, 
made major-general of the forces ; the 30th April, 1743, colonel of the 
second troop of horse guards ; and the 30th May, 1745, constituted lieu- 
tenant-general. In November, 1749, he was made governor of Sheemess ; 
the 13th June, 1752, governor of Gravesend and Tilbury, and on the ac- 
cession of George III. was advanced to the rank of general of horse. His 
lordship, who was also fellow of the rojdl society, and one of the trustees 
of the British Museum, died 24 September, 1776, in the 85th year of his 
age. In the House of Commons he voted, in 1719, in favour of the bill 
for strengthening the protestant succession, and the peerage bill. 

Viscount Chelsea, sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1841. J His 
lordship, previously mentioned as the eldest son of the present Earl Cado- 
gan, was bom the 15th July, 1812, graduated at Oriel College, Oxford, 
and married, 12 July, 1836, his cousin, Mary, 3rd daughter of the Hon. 
and Rev. Gerald Valerian Wellesley, D.D., niece of the Duke of Wellington. 
He is Ueutenant-colonel of the Westminster Middlesex militia, and is of 
conservative principles. His lordship voted, in 1842, in favour of the in- 
come tax bill ; in 1845, in favour of the grant to Maynooth College ; and 
in 1846, against the com importation bill. 

Cjisar, Julius, D.D., afterwards Sir Julius, sat for Windsor in the 
Parliaments o/ 1597-1601. He had previously sat for Ryegate in 1588, 
and for Bletchingley in 1592. In 1620 he represented Harwich. This 
gentleman, the eldest son of Caesar Adelmarr, an Italian physician to Queens 
Mary and Elizabeth, and a descendant of the ancient family of the Dalmarii 
in Italy^ was the founder of the families of C^sar, of Bennington Place, 
Hertfordshire, and of Hyde Hall, still extant in the male line, (for further 
particulars of which families see Hkrtfordshire.) The Doctor was born, 
according to Fuller and Norden, in 1557, at his father's house near Totten- 
ham. Originally a member of the catholic faith, he, on the death of his 
father and the subsequent marriage of his mother to a protestant, being then 
but twelve years old, was henceforth educated in the principles of the latter 
religion. Entering at Magdalen Hall, Oxford, the 17th May, 1575, he 
took the degree of B.A., and afterwards that of M.A. At the end of the 
ensuing year, he went to Paris to finish his study of the profession of a 
civilian, and in the April of 1581 was admitted bachelor of hcentiate and 

* Lord Bathurst, in his speech in the House of Lords, relative to that victory, cited 
the following heroic trait in the character of Colonel Cadogan, — This gallant officer, 
sensible that his wound was mortal, requested to be removed to an eminence, where he 
could have a view of the field of battle. There he leaned his back against a tree, and 
remained earnestly contemplating the action till his eyes were closed for ever ! 

t See Note on this election, page 90. t Ibid., p. 92. 
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doctor of both laws, having had the last of these degrees conferred on him 
also at Oxford. In the following month he was appointed advocate to the 
parliament of Paris, but returned almost immediately afterwards to Ekigland. 
In the October of the same year, he received his first public professional 
employment of justice of the peace in all causes of piracy throughout the land, 
and on the 15th of the same month was appointed chancellor to the master 
of the royal peculiar of St. Katherine*s, near the Tower. He had previously 
married Dorcas, daughter of Richard Martin, an alderman of London. In 
1583, he was nominated counsellor to the city of London, and on the 26th 
December of the same year was made commissary of Essex, Herts, and 
Middlesex, becoming in a few months afterwards judge of the admiralty 
court. In 1588, he was admitted master in chancery in ordinary, and in 
1590 was sworn into the office of master of requests, and admitted on the 
7th March. On the 6th of July, 1591, Queen Elizabeth signed a patent 
for the reversion to him of the mastership of St. Katharine's. In the year 
ensuing, he was put into the commission of the peace for the county of 
Middlesex, and chosen treasurer of the Inner Temple, 1 1 November, 1593, 
and on the 6th December of the same year appointed governor of the mine 
and battery works throughout England and Wales. His wife dying in 1595, 
Dr. Caesar, in the following year, married Alice Dent, of London, widow. 
In 1596, he succeeded to the mastership of St. Katharine^s, upon the death 
of Mr. Ralph Rokeby, and in October, received a patent from the Queen for 
£100 per annum for his attendance upon her person in the court of requests. 
On the promotion of Mr. John Herbert to the office of second secretary of 
state, 10 May, 1600, Dr. Caesar succeeded him as eldest master of the requests. 
Soon after the accession of James I. to the crown, he received, 20 May, 
1603, the honour of knighthood. In 1606, he was appointed, on the 
resignation of the Earl of Dunbar, to the offices of chancellor and under 
treasurer of the exchequer. His further appointments were, in 1607, to 
the privy council, in 1614 to the mastership of the rolls, and in 1620 lord 
commissioner of the great seal. On the decease of his second wife, he 
married for a third time in 1615, Mrs. Anne Hungate, daughter of Henry 
Wodehouse, Esq., of Wrajfham, in Norfolk. He died in the 79th year of 
his age, on the 18th April, 1636, and was buried at St Helen's church, 
Bishopsgate street, London. His monument, designed by himself, repre- 
sents a scroll of parchment. The inscription, in which he engages himself 
willingly to pay the debt of nature to his Creator, is in the form of a bond ; 
appendant to which is the seal or coat of arms, with his name affixed. He 
left many things behind him in manuscript.^ His character is thus quaintly 
given by Fuller, in his Worthies : — "A person of prodigious to all of worth 
or want, so that he might seem to be almoner general of the nation. The 
story is well known, of a gentleman who once borrowed his coach, (which 
was as well known to poor people as any hospital in England,) was so ren- 
dezvouzed about with beggars in London, that it cost him all his money in 
his purse to satisfy their importunity ; so that he might have hired twenty 
coaches on the same terms. Sir Francis Bacon, Lord Verulam, vros judicious 
in his election, when, perceiving his dissolution to approach, he made his 
last bed in effect in the house of Su: Julius.* He continued more than twenty 

* " Memoir of Sir Julius Csesar and his descendants/* London, 1810. 

f The reputation of Sir Juliuses hospitality and good cheer appears to have been so 
great that he received, in 1598, at his residence at Mitcham in Surrey, the costly honor 
of a royal visit. This circumstance is thus narrated by himself in his diary, — 

Tuesday, September 12, the Queen visited my house at Micharn, and supped au4 
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years master of the rolles ; and though heaved at by some expectants, sate 
still in his place, well poyzed thereon with his gravity and integrity." Lloyd, 
in his State Worthies, further says, "It's certain none ever undermined this 
gentleman's insufficiency but such .as were advanced by his civihty ; a civility 
Siat secured him, as well as it empowered them, making his grants to all 
persons double kindnesses by expedition, and cloathing his very denials in 
such robes of courtship, as that it was not obviously discernible whether the 
request or denial were more decent ; having this pecuhar to himself, that 
he was very cautious of promises, lest falling to an incapacity of performance 
he might forfeit his reputation, and multiply his certain enemies, by his 
design of creating uncertain friends/' Sir Julias was an ornament to his 
profession and to human nature ; to the former from his talents and indus- 
try, to the latter from his great charity and benevolence. 

Calvert, Felix, sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1713, his return 
to that of 1715 being declared void.* The Calverts formerly possessed the 
manors of Pare, in the parish of Cheveley, and of Marcham ; the latter of 
which was purchased by the member for Reading in 1691, from whom it 
passed by purchase, in 171 7f to a Mr. Meggott, whose son, John, assumed 
the name of Elwes. Mr. Calvert, whose family is seated at Albury Park, 
Hertfordshire, (which see) being now represented by John Calvert, 
Esq. of that place, was bom in 1663, married Mary, daughter of Sir Francis 
Winnington, Bart., of Stamford Court, co. Worcester, and dying 28 Dec. 
1736, was buried at Albury. He served the office of high sheriff of Berk- 
* shire in 1708. 

Cator, John, sat for Wallingford in the Parliaments of 1768-74. suc- 
ceeding to the first in 1771. on the acceptance of office of his predecessor, 
Mr. Pigot. He voted, in 1774, in favour of perpetuating the Grenville act. 
In Ashmole's Antiquities there is a pedigree of this family, in which it is 
described as of Letcombe Regis, in this county. In Robson's British 
Herald, it is mentioned as of Uffington and of London. The borough member, 
whose family is now represented by Peter Cator, Esq., of Beckenham 
Place, Kent, purchased that manor, in 1773, of Frederick, Lord Bolingbroke, 
(an act of parhament having been obtained for that purpose) and built the 
present residence. In April, 1 784, he was elected M.P. for Ipswich, but 
a petition being presented to the House of Commons, he was unseated. 
He died the 21st February, 1806. 

Chbynb, John, sat for the county in the Parliament of 1562. The 
manor of Enborne Cheney, which was formerly in the Chene family, was 
surrendered to Henry VIII. in 1542, by John Cheyne, to whom was granted 
in the same year the manor of Kentbury-Ambresbury. Sir Francis Cheyne 
died seised of the manor of West Woodhay, in 15 12. The pedigree of the 
Cheynes, of Woodhav commences with Alexander Cheyne, who died 24 
Edward I. 

lodged there, and dined the next day. I presented her with a gown of cloth of silver, 
richly embroidered ; a black net- work mantle of pure gold ; a taffeta hat. white, with 
several flowers and a jewel of gold set therein, with rubies and diamonds. Her Majesty 
moved from my house after dinner, the 13th of September, to Nonsuchf with exceeding 
good contentment ; which entertainment of Her Majesty, with the former disappoint- 
ment, amounted to £700 sterling, besides mine own provisions, and what was sent by 
my friends." — MS. of Sir Julitts Ctssar^ Brit, Mus. No. 4160, Ayscough^s Catalogue, 
* See Note on this election, page 90. 
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Chiffinch, Wilmam, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1685. The 
grant of arms to the family of Chiffinch was confirmed 16 July, 1670. The 
name of Chiffinch has been rendered notorious by the well-lmown Thomas 
Chiffinch, page of the back stairs, and principal pimp to Charles II. 
Where this individual was born, or where he died, we are unable to state ; 
the fact however is authentic, that in this county and in his name, Charles 
II. built a house on the manor of Filberds, in the parish of Bray, two miles 
from Maidenhead, and five from Windsor ; which house was the country 
residence of Nell Grwynn, and the frequent scene of Charles's amorous revels. 
Tradition says that on one of these occasions, when Charles and his courtiers 
were in a state of inebriation, departing one evening from the place, the 
Duke of Buckingham (then master of the horse) privately cut the king's 
bridle, insomuch that as soon as his majesty was mounted his horse ran 
away with him ; on which the duke, pointing and laughing at him, ex- 
claimed : " There goes three kingdoms !" The king escaped unhurt, and 
was pleased with the joke ! TVadition further asserts that Chiffinch was 
the man, whose particular business it was to procure new faces, and to at- 
tend to all matters relating to the accommodation of the female favourites ; 
on which account he resided much with Nell Gwynn at Fillberds, where 
everything relating to the management of the manor, &c. was conducted in 
his name, 

Claroes, Rorbrt, sat for Reading in the Parliament q/" 1713, his return 
to that of 1715 * being declared void. The family of Clarges, upon which 
a baronetcy was conferred, 30 Oct. 1674, (a title that became extinct on 
the demise of the 4th Bart., Sir Thomas Clarges, 17 Feb. 1834, unmarried) 
was originally seated in St. Martin's -in- the- Fields, Middlesex, (which 
county see for full particulars of the family). It subsequently removed to 
Aston, near Stevenage, co. Hertford, and to Bitchfield Hall, co. Lincoln. 
The member for Reading was the son of the 1st baronet. Sir Walter 
Clarges, M.P. for Essex and Westminster, (for memoir of whom see 
Middlesex). His grandfather, Sir Thomas Clarges, £[nt., received a 
grant of the site of Reading Abbey, which he subsequently disposed of. 

CoATBS, Thomas, was returned for Reading in the Parliament of 1685, 
but subsequently unseated on petition.* Though Mr. Coates never sat for 
this borough, and therefore is without the pale of our criticism, we cannot 
refrain from a passing allusion to his descendant. The Reverend Charles 
CoATBS, the historian of his native town of Reading, who died the 7th April, 
1813. Of that work we may observe, in the words of " The British Critic," 
" Mr. Coates has, with unwearied assiduity, gathered all that could prove in- 
teresting to the inhabitants of Reading ; to whom we have no doubt this 
work will be extremely grateful, and it contains numerous articles very use- 
ful to general readers.*' Mr. Coates, prior to his death, had been engaged 
in producing a new and an enlarged edition of Ashmole's Berkshire. This 
important design, however, was stayed by his death, and has never since 
been carried out, much to the loss of this county, which possesses, notwith- 
standing the numerous matters of great historic interest connected with 
it, no good work of that nature. 

C0RK8ON, Robert, sat for WaUingford in the 9,nd Parliament of 1554. 
* See Note on this election, page 90, \ Ibid. 
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CoNYBRS, John, sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1747. This gen- 
tleman, the grandfather of the present Hbnry John Conyers, Esq., of 
Copped HaU, co. Essex, (which see for further particulars of the family,) 
was the eldest son of Edward Contrrs, Esq. M.P., for East Grinsted in 
Sussex, whose ancestors were originally of Yorkshire extraction. The 
member for Reading, who held the manors of Epping and Copped Hall in 
Essex, married 1st, Hannah, daughter of Richard Warner. Esq., of North 
Elmham, co. Norfolk, (by whom he had no issue,) and 2dly, in 1847, the 
Lady Henrietta Termor, third daughter of Thomas, 1st Earl of Pomfret. Mr. 
Conyers died the 8th September, 1775, in the 57th year of his age, and 
was buried at Epping Church, in Essex. His granddaughter Julia, only 
sister to the present representative of the family, was married in 1811 to 
the Hon. John Astley Bennet, 3rd son of the 4th Earl of Tankerville, 

Cook, William, sat for fValUngford in the Parliament of 1658. 
The Cooks purchased the manor of Tenteynes in the parish of Appleton of 
the Fettyplaces.* 

Craven. The Cravens seated at Ashdown Park, (and at Combe Abbey 
in Coventry), have held their large estates in this county for more than two 
centuries. They were originally descended from John Craven, Esq., of 
Appletreewick, in the county of Cork in temp, Henry VIII. Of this gentle- 
man's descendants. Sir William, his grandson, was sheriff of London in 
1601, and lord mayor in 1611. His parents, it is said,' were so poor, that 
he was sent up to London by a common carrier, and entered into the service 
of a mercer or draper, in this situation, nothing more is known of his 
history, till by diligence and frugality, the old virtues of a citizen, he had 
raised himself to wealth and honour. His eldest son William having been 
trained in the armies of Gustavus Adolphus and William Prince of Orange, 
became one of the most distinguished soldiers of his time. In reward for 
the many acts of gallantry performed by him, he received the honour of 
knighthood in 1626, and on the 12th March of the same year, was elevated 
to the peerage as Lord Craven of Hampsted Marshall in this county. 
In 1631, owing to his intrepid heroism in the field, under the banner of 
Gustavus Adolphus, he was admitted to the favour and confidence of that 
great commander. In the following year he displayed a valour of so ro- 
mantic a nature in the seige of the strong fortress of Creutznach, in which 
he received a severe wound in the thigh, that he won universal admiration. 
On the death of Gustavus at the siege of Lutzen, and subsequently of that 
of the King of Bohemia, Craven attached himself and his sword to the 
cause of the young Elector Palatine, until his final overthrow in 1637 after 
a severe action, when his brother Rupert with Lord Craven, fell into the 
hands of the victors. It was probably about this period that he became 
intimately known to Elizabeth, Queen of Bohemia, whose exquisitely ami- 
able quahties, joined to no inconsiderable share of personal beauty, had 

* Coates in his history of the Abbey of Reading, alludes to one of its abbots, Hugh 
who bore the name of Coor. On the dissolution of the abbey in 1539 this divine, al- 
though reported by Dr. Loudon, one of the commissioners, to have been as conformable 
as any man in the kingdom, and though it is said he had expressed sentiments which 
would not lead to the supposition that he would have been very obstinate in refusing to 
acknowledge the king's supremacy, yet it is certain that he either did so, or committed 
some other act, which was then deemed treasonable, for on the 14th November, in the 
same year that the abbey was surrendered, he with two other monks was hanged, drawn, 
and quartered at Reading. 
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jastly obtained her the title of the Qaeen of Heartd. f^is romantic devotion 
to her is well known.* During the Commonwealth, he was a great suf- 
ferer for his adherence to Charles IL, his personal estates throughout Eng- 
land being all confiscated. These injuries were compensated by Charles 11.^ 
who advanced him 15th March, 1663, to the dignities pf Viscount Craven 
of Uffington, co. Berks, and Earl of Craven in Yorkshire, and appointed 
him lord Ueutenant of the county of Middlesex, and custos rotulomm of 
this county ; colonel of the Coldstream guards ; high steward of the uni- 
versity of Cambridge, and master of Trinity houscf Upon his lordship's 
demise the 9th April, 1697, without issue, the titles of Viscount Craven and 
Earl Craven became extinct, and the barony descended to his cousin Wih- 
LiA&i Craven, Esq. of Combe Abbey, who was constituted in 170^, lord 
lieutenant and custos rotulorum of Berkshire, and elected lord palatine of 
the province of Carolina 7th Anne. He married Elizabeth, granddaughter 
of Sir Fulwar Skipwith, Bart, of Newbold HaU, Warwick, and left on his 
demise in 1711, with other issue, William, 3rd baron, who dying in 1739 
without issue, was succeeded in the barony by his brother, Fulwar, on 
whose death unmarried in 1764, the family honours devolved upon the se- 
cond baron's nephew, William, (the son of John Craven, Esq., by Maria 
Rebecca, daughter of Henry Green, Esq., of Wykin, co. Warwick), who 
succeeded as fifth baron. On the demise of his lordship without issue in 
1769, his nephew William became sixth baron, having previously married 
in 1767f Elizabeth, daughter of the fourth Earl of Berkeley, by whom he 
left with other issue, a son William, who succeeded him in 1791, as seventh 
baron, and was subsequently created 13th June, 1801, Viscount Uffington, 
CO. Berks, and Earl of Craven. His lordship entered the army in 1793, 
in 1794 was appointed Ueutenant colonel, and in the same year served in 
the campaign in Flanders, and was present at the siege of Nimeguen^ and 
some less important affairs ; he subsequently served in the West Indies, and 
was present at the capture of Trinidad. In 1798, he was appointed aide-de- 
camp to the king, and received the brevet of colonel. In 1799, he served at 
the Helder, was in most of the general actions, and subsequently served in 
the Mediterranean. In 1803, he was appointed colonel of the 9th battaUon 
of reserve ; on 1st January, 1 805, received the rank of major-general, and 
served on the staff of Great Britain from the commencement of the war, 
till 1809. He received the rank of lieutenant-general 4th June, 1811. 
In IS 15, he had the honour of entertaining the prince regent at his house 
at Coombe Park in Warwickshire. The earl, who was lord lieutenant of 
this county, died 30th July, 1825, when his eldest son (by his wife Louisa, 
daughter of John Brunton, Esq., of Norwich,) William the present earl, 
succeeded him. His lordship was born in 1809, graduated at Christ Church, 
Oxford, and married in 1835, the I^ady Emily Grimston, second daughter 
of the first Earl of Verulam. The earl, who is high steward of Newbury, 
is a supporter of Lord John Russeirs administration. The family of 
Craven has returned but three members to the House of Commons, namely, 
Robert, M.P. for Coventry in 1710. William, M.P. for Warwickshire 
in 1741-47-54-61 (for both of whom see Warwickshire), and — 

Hon. Thomas, who sat for this county in the Parliaments of 1761-68, 

* His lordship built a magnificent house at Hampstead Marshall for this ladj, to 
whom tradition says, and with a strong colouring of truth, he was privalely married. 

t The earl's younger brother John was lord mayor of London in 1611, and was 
elevated to the peerage, 21 March, 1642, as Baron Cravkn, of Ryton in Shropshire, 
a title which became extinct on his demise without issue in 1650. 
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succeeding to the former on the demise of Mr. Pye in 1766. He voted in 
1768, in favour of the Nullum Tempus bill. This gentleman, brother to 
the 6th Lord Craven, as an officer of the navy, we find him in 1746, in 
command of the Weazle sloop, one of the vessels then employed to watch 
and reconnoitre the coast of France, a service in which he displayed great 
activity. He was on the 8th of February, 1746, promoted to be captain 
of the Rye frigate, which is the only notice of him taken during the then 
current war, and indeed after its conclusion, till a recommencement of 
hostilities was daily expected. He was about the month of July, 1755, 
appointed captain of the Princess Mary, which is the only notice we find 
again taken of him during the continuance of the war, which broke out 
shortly afterwards, and during the latter period of which he is known to 
have been uncommissioned. On the 18th October, 1770, he was ad- 
vanced to the rank of rear admiral of the blue. He died 14th December, 
1772. 

Croke. This eminent family seated at Chilton and Chequers, Bucking- 
HAMSHiRB, and at Studley and Waterstorth, Oxfordshire (which two 
counties see for further particulars), is now represented by Sir Alexander 
Crokb, Knt. LL.D., of Hudley priory. Of the Crokes who have been 
connected with this county, — 

John, (afterwards Sib John, Knt.,) sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 
1585. He also represented London in 1597 and I60I. This gentleman, 
the eldest son of Sir John Croke, M.P. (for whom see Buckinghamshire), 
by Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Alexander Unton, Knt., of Chequers, and of 
Wadley, co. Berks, was bom in 1553, became a student of the Inner 
Temple in 1570, subsequently a bencher in 1591 ; and treasurer in 1598. 
In 1601, he was appointed Speaker of the House of Commons^ as he at 
this time represented London in Parliament. We refer our readers for a 
full account of this gentleman to an History of Middlesbx. His subse- 
quent appointments were recorder of London^ king's seijeant^ and justice 
of the king's bench. Sir John married Katherine, daughter of Sir Michael 
Blount. Knt., of Iven and Maple Durham, Oxon ; and left at his demise on 
23rd January, 1619, with other issue a fourth son, 

Unton, who sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1626 and in the 
\st Parliament of 1640. He also represented the city of Oxford in 1658. 
Mr. Croke was bom in 1594, was caUed to the bar 26th January, 1616, and 
was made seijeant-at-law 21st June, 1654 ; he was Ijent reader at the Inner 
Temple. He is described as of Marsten in the county of Oxford, where he 
was buried in I67O in the 77th year of his age. He married Anne, 
daughter and heiress of Richard Nore, Esq., of that place, and hence 
became the founder of the Crokes of Marston. 

Dalby, John, sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1698*- 1710. This 
gentleman's family possessed the manor of Hurst till the period of its sale 
to the Braybrokes in 1685, as also a share in the site of Reading abbey, 
which it subsequently disposed of to the Vansittarts. The member for 
Reading, who was barrister at law, was recorder of this borough, and a 
bencher of the Inner Temple. He voted in 1 7 13 in favour of the French 
commerce bill. 

* See note on this election, page 90. 
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Db Bbauvoir, Sir John, was returned for Windsor in the Parliament of 
1835,* but sabsequently anseated on petition. 

Dbnton, Thomas, sat for the county in the Parliament of 1547. He 
also represented Banbury in the 1st Parliament of 1554, Buckinghamshire 
in the 2nd Parliament of 1554, and Oxfordshire in 1557* The Dentons 
were seated at Hillersden in Buckinghamshire (which county see for fur- 
ther particulars of the above named gentleman and his family.) 

DiSBROWB. This family, which was of Northampton anterior to 1400, 
has been seated at Walton- on-Treut in Derbyshire, since 1773, when that 
estate came into the possession, as heir at law, of 

Edward, tc^ sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 1806-07-12-18, 
seceding from the last on his demise in 1819. Mr. Disbrowe who was 
lieutenant- colonel of the Staffordshire mihtia, or king's own, and vice- 
chamberlain to Queen Charlotte, an appointment value £450 per annum, is 
said to have been a descendant from an officer of the same name, who dis- 
tinguished himself in the civil wars, on the side of the Parliament, hence 
the connexion of this famiJy with that of Cromwell.f Mr. Disbrowe was 
a conservative. His son — ^by Lady Charlotte daughter of the 4th Earl of 
Buckinghamshire, Edward Cromwbll (now Sir Edward Cromwell 
Disbrowe, K.C.H.,) — sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1820, succeed- 
ing thereto in 1823, on the resignation of Sir Herbert Taylor, K.C.H. Sbr 
Edward who was educated at Eton, married in 1822, the daughter of the 
Hon. Eobert Kennedy, and granddaughter of the 11th Earl of Cassilis. He 
has been minister plenipotentiary to the Emperor of Russia ; as also envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to the courts of Wurtemburg, 
Sweden, and the Netherlands, in return for which diplomatic services he 
was created a G.C.H. in 1831. He is a deputy lieutenant for Derbyshire. 
In Hansard's Parliamentary Debates for 1823, vol. viii. p. 1369, there occurs 
a speech of Sir Edward's on the subject of Mr. Macdoxiald's motion respect- 
ing the negotiations relative to Spain, in which he declaimed strongly against 
our interference, as equally useless, impohtic, and unjust. He voted in 
1825 with the ma.]ority, in favour of Sir Francis Burdett*s motion for a 
committee on the Roman Catholic claims. 

DiOGS, Thomas, sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1572. A 
Thomas Diggs also represented Southampton in 1585. Wood in his 
Athente Oxoniensis, mentions a Thomas Diggs a clever mathematician and 
muster-master -general of Queen Elizabeth's forces in the low countries. 
We have been unable to ascertain whether this gentleman and the member 

* See note on this election, page 100. 

t " John Desborough (or Desbrowe),** says the biographer Grainger ** was bred to 
the law, but was never like to rise to any eminence in that profession. He was clumsy 
and ungainly in his person, clownish in his manners, and boisterous in his behayiour. He 
was brother.in-law to Cromwell ; but was so violent a republican, that he could never be 
reconciled to the name as officer of a king, in the nearest of his relations, or even in the 
best of mankind. He was one of the council of state to the protector, general at sea, 
major-general of the counties of Gloucester, Wilts, Dorset, Somerset, Devon^ and Corn- 
wall. But though he enjoyed these great offices under him, he abhorred his power, and 
was ever intriguing with the republicans. He was promoted to the chancellorship of 
Ireland by his nephew Richard ; but was one of the chief instruments in pulling him 
down, and transferring his power to the army. Desborough himself was but a tool in the 
hands of Lambert." See Grainger's Biography, 3rd edition, vol. 3. page 72. 
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for Walliagford were the same individuals. As the former was the father 
of Sir Dufiey Diggs, master of the roUs, and M.P. for Tewkesbury and 
Kbnt, we shall give a further notice of him in our account of his family as 
seated in Kbnt. 

DocKURA, Edmund, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1572. He 
represented Aylesbury, in Buckinghamshire, in the preceding Parliament of 
1571. 

DoDD, John, sat for Reading in the PaWiawenfo q/* 1734-54-6 1- 68»-74 80, 
succeeding to the first on petition in 1740, in the room of Mr. Strode, and 
to the second on the demise of Mr. Strode in 1765. The Dodds were of 
Swallowfield in the hundred of Charlton. The member for Reading, who 
was lieutenant-colonel of the Berkshire militia, died the 9th February, 1782. 
He voted in 1 762 with the minority against the address approving of the 
preliminary articles of peace with France and Spain. 

Dolman, Sir Thomas, sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1661. The 
manor of Shaw, with those of Speenhamland in the parishes of Speen and 
of Coldthrop in Thatcham, were purchased in the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
by a Mr. Dolman, an opulent clothier of Newbury, who seems to have 
possessed almost an equal degree of consequence with the Winchcombes of 
that town. In the year 1581, he completed a stately brick mansion, on the 
site of this manor, now called Shaw Place, which is said to have excited, 
in no small degree, the envy of his neighbours ; a circumstance which is 
supposed to be alluded to in the following inscription still to be seen over 
the portico ; " Edentulus Vescentium Dentibus invidet et ocuhs Caprearum 
Talpa contemnet" This manor house, now the residence of Richard Eyre, 
Esq., was garrisoned for Charles the First in one of the battles of Newbury. 
Cannon balls have been occasionally found about the grounds ; marks are 
shown in an oak wainscot, through which, according to tradition, a cannon 
ball passed whilst the king was dressing at the window. The Mr. Dolman 
above alluded to, served the office of sheriff of this county, 31 EHzabeth, as 
did also Humphrey Dolman, 10 Charles I., and Sir Thomas Dolman, the 
member for Reading, in 1705. This latter gentleman, who was knighted, 
was clerk of the privy council. He died in l697f and was succeeded by 
his son also Sir Thomas, who died in 1711, being at that time customer of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Both these ' gentlemen were interred at the family 
burial place at Shaw where there are memorials erected to them. The 
member for Reading was honoured by a visit from King Charles XL, in the 
month of August, 1663, as appears from the following paragraph in " The 
Intelligencer" of September 7, 1663. "Thursday, August 27, that 
night their majesties lodged at Sir Thomas Dolman's (about a mile from 
Newbury) where they were entertained, together with their royal highnesses, 
(and indeed the whole court), with a magnificence, prudence, modesty, and 
order to admiration (their royal highnesses and most of the court lodging 
in the town itself,) a good part of that evening his majesty spent in viewing 
the ground, where one of the Newbury battles was fought $ calling to mind 
more particulars, occurring then to his memory (himself having been 
present in the fight) than can be imagined." 

* See note on this election, page 91. 
vol. i. l 
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DoNNATT, Humphrey, sat for Reading in the ParliamerH of 159^. 

DoYLBT, Henry, satforWallingford in the Parliament of 1601. For 
fall particulars of the Doyleys see Oxfordshire, who at the time of the 
Domesday survey held five manors in this comity. 

Dudley, Thomas, sat for WdHingford tit 1571* Of this member no par- 
ticulars are on record ; we are therefore miable to state whether he was in 
any way connected with the well known John Dudley Duke of Northum- 
berland, who was beheaded in 1553, and to whom were granted in this 
comity the manors of Pangbomn and other manors in Parley and Stratfield- 
Mortimer.* 

DuFFiELD, Thomas, sat for Abingdon in the Parliaments of 1833-35-37- 
41, accepting the Chiltem Hundreds in 1844. Mr. Duffield, who is a 

* We cannot refrain from here extracting, in connexion with the name of Dudley, 
the following narrative from Athmoki'a Berkshire. It will be recognised by our readers, 
as the plot of one of the most beautiful yet melancholj romances, in the English Ian- 1 

guage — l^r Walter ScotVs Kenilworih. *' There is also in the said house (Cumnor I 

House), a chamber called Dudley^s chamber, where the Earl of Leicester's wife was | 

murdered ; of which this is the story following, — , 

*' Rohert Dudley^ Earl of Leicester ^ a very goodly personage, and singularly well 
featured, being a great favourite to Queen Elizabeth^ it was thought, and commonly re- I 

ported, that had he been a batchelor, or widower, the queen would have made him her i 

husband ; to this end, to free himself of all obstacles, he commands or perhaps, with 
fair flattering entreaties, desires his wife to repose herself here, at his servant Anthony 
Forster's house, who then lived in the aforesaid manor house ; and also prescribed to 
Sir Richard Vamey (a prompter in this design) at his coming hither, that he should flrst 
attempt to poison her ; and if that did not take effect, then by any other way whatsoever 
to dispatch her. This it seems was proved by the report of Dr, Walter Bayleyy some- 
time fellow of New College, then living in Oxford^ and professor of physick in that 
universitj, who because he would not consent to take away her life by poison, the earl 
endeavoured to displace him from the court. This man, it seems, reported for most 
certain, that there was a practice in Cumnor among the conspirators, to have poisoned 
this poor innocent ladj, a little before she was killed, which was attempted after this 
manner. They seeing the good lady sad and heavy, (as one that well knew bj her other 
handling that her death was not far off) began to persuade her, that her present disease 
was abundance of melancholy, and other humours, &c., and therefore would needs 
counsel her to take some potion, which she absolutely refusing to do, as still suspecting 
the worst ; whereupon they sent a messenger on a day (unawares to her) for Dr, Bayley, 
and entreated him to persuade her to take some little potion by his direction, and they 
would fetch the same at Oxford, meaning to have added something of their own for her 
comfort^ as the doctor upon just cause and consideration did suspect, seeing their great 
importunity, and the small need the Jady had for physick, and therefore he peremp. 
torily denied their request, (misdoubting as he afterwards reported) least if they had 
poisoned her under the name of his potion, he might after have been hanged for a colour 
of their sin ; and the doctor remained still well assured, that this way taking no effect, 
she would not long escape their violence, which afterwards happened thus, — For Sir 
Richard Vamey ahoYe said, (the chief projector in this design), who by the earl's order, 
remained that day of her death alone with her, with one man only and Forster^ who had 
that day forcibly sent away all her servants from her to Abingdon market, about three 
miles distant from this place, they (I say, whether first stifling her, or else strangling 
her), afterwards flung her down a pair of stairs, and broke her neck, using much violence 
upon her ; but, however, though it was vulgarly reported that she by chance fell down 
stairs, (but yet without hurting her hood that was upon her head) yet the inhabitants 
will tell you there, that she was conveyed from her usual chamber where she lay, to 
another where the bed's head of the chamber stood close to a privy postern door, where 
they in the night came and stifled her in her bed, bruised her head very much, broke 
her neck, and at length flung her down stairs, thereby believing the world would have 
thought it a mischance, and so have blinded their villany.*' — Ashmole'a Berkshire, 
vol. i. pp. 149—152. 



ANNOTATED LIST OF BTRMBEKS. 1^7 

FeUow and M.A. of Merton College, Oxford, and a D.CL., married, Ist, 
Sophia Jane, daughter of Robert Cart Elwes, E^sq., of Great Billing, co. 
Northampton; and 2ndly, in 1838, Augusta Elizabeth, second daughter of 
LisuT.-Coi.. Robert Rushbroke, M.P., of Rushbrooke Park, co. Suffolk. 
He is at present a widower, and was formerly, in 18^7, high sheriff of the 
county, for which he is now a magistrate, and where he possesses the seat of 
Marcham. Of conservative principles, he voted, in 1837, with the minority 
against the ministers* resolutions concerning the church rates, and with 
the majority against the repeal of the com laws» In 1838, he was opposed 
to the baDot. In the session of 1842, he declared in favour of the income 
tax. 

DuNCH. The Dunches, who were of Little Wittenham, in the hundred 
of Ock, have repeatedly served the office of high sheriff of this county, viz. 
12 Eliz., 1569-70 ; 29 Eliz., 1586-7 ; 1 James I., 1603 4 ; 5 Charles I., 
1629-30; 9 Charles I., 1632-3; and 29 Charles IL, 1677-8. Of this 
family,— 

William, sat for WalUngford in the Parliament of 1563. Tbis gentle* 
man, with whom the family pedigree* — contained in No. 5S22 of the Har<^ ' 
leian collection— Kiommences, was auditor of the mint to Henry VIII. and 
Edward VI. He served the office of high sheriff of Berkshire, 12 Elizabeth, 
1569*70. He married Mary, daughter of William Barnes, of London, and 
dying 5 May, 1597, aged 89, left with a son, Walter, an elder son, — 

Edmund, afterwards Sir Edbiund, who sat for WalUngford in the Parlia" 
ment qf 1571, and for the county in the Parliaments of 1623-^-26, and 
also for Wotton-Basset in 157^» and was high sheriff of the county, ^9 
Eliz., 1586-7. He married Anne, daughter and sole heir of Nicholas 
Ffetti place, of Kentwood, Esq., and left, with other issue, a son, — 

Sir William, who sat for WaJUngford in the Parliament of 1603- He 
was knighted on the accession of James I. to the throne, and married Mary, 
the daughter of Sir Henry Cromwell, and aunt to Ohver Cromwell. He 
died in 1611, and was buried at Wittenham. 

Samuel, sat for WalUngford in the Parliament of 16W, and for the 
county in the ParUament of 1653. He was brother to Sir William above 
mentioned, and is described as of North Baddisley in Hampshire.* He 
was sheriff of Berkshire, 5 Charles I., 1629-30, and died 5 Nov. 1666, 
He espoused Dulcibella, daughter of John Moore, Serjeant-at-Law. His 
daughter, Mary, married Sta Francis Pile, the 1st baronet of that name. 
Of his son, John, we shall speak presently. 

Edmund, sat for WalUngford in the Parliaments of 1628-40-40, and for 
the county in the Parliaments of 1654-56. His return to the long parliament 
was declared void. Mr. Dimch, who was high sheriff of this county, 9 
Charles I., 1632-3, was the son of the Sir William above mentioned, and 
is said to have been made governor of Wallingford Castle, by his cousin, 
the Protector ; in 1658 he was created a baronet, and afterwards called to 
the upper house by the title of Baron Burnell, of which he was divested 
at the Restoration ; he died in 1678. The author of a pamphlet, entitled, 
"The mysteries of the good old cause," pubhshed in 1660, speaking of this 
gentleman, says, " he was the husband of that fine Mrs. Donch ; was a 
great favourite with the Protector, and had a patent to be lord of the Lond 
knows what, and how little he deserves it." The Mrs. Dunch here alluded 
to was the daughter of Sir Anthony Hungerford. 
• WooD*8 Athenee Oxoniensis. 

l 2 
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John, sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1654-56-58. He was the 
son of Mr. Samuel Dunch above mentioned, and married the sister-in-law 
of Richard Cromwrll, (the Protector's son) by whom he had, with other 
issue, a son, Maijor, who was sheriff of Berkshire in 1677. He is de- 
scribed as of Pusey, in this county. 

HuNOERFORD, wos rctumed for WalUngford in the Parliament of 1660, 
bat made his election for Crigklade. For particulars of him see Wilt- 
shire. 

Edmdnd, sat for WalUngford in the Parliament of 1715.* As his name 
is more connected with the borough of Cricklade, for which he sat in several 
Parliaments, we refer our readers for particulars of him also to Wiltshire. 
Mr. Dunch married a daughter and co-heiress of Colonel Godfrey, by Ara- 
bella Churchill, sister of the great Duke of Marlborough, and on his demise, 
in 1719, without male issue, his family became extinct. We have above 
shown the double connexion of the Dunches with the Cromwells. The 
marriage just alluded to is therefore extraordinary, as the last Mrs. Dunch, 
being half-sister to the children of James 11., the blood of the Cromwells 
and Stuarts became commingled. Of the daughter and co-heiresses of Mr. 
Dunch, one espoused the 2nd Duke of Manchester, and became mother 
of the 3rd Duke, and another married Sir George Oxbnden, of Dene, 
CO. Kent. 

DuNDAS, Charles, sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1790-96- 
1802-6- 7-12-18-20.26-3031 . To the first he succeeded on the demise of 
Mr. Hartley, and seceded from the last on being elevated to the peerage 
as Lord Amesburt. His lordship, when Mr. Dundas, also sat for Rich- 
mond in Yorkshire in 1774-84, and for the Stewartry of Orkney and Shet- 
land in I78O. Mr. Dundas was first cousin to Lord Dundas and the Earl 
of Lauderdale, being the younger son of Thomas Dundas, of Fingosk, Esq. 
M.P. for Orkney and Shetland, (which see) by his second wife, Lady 
Janet Maitland, third and youngest daughter of Charles, 6th Earl of Lauder- 
dale. Through his marriage with Miss Whitley, in 1782, he obtained the manor 
of Kentbury-Ambresbury, with the seat of Barton Court, in this county, now 
in the possession of his nephew, Rear- Admiral James Whitley Deans 
Dundas, M.P. for Greenwich, (for whom see Kent) who married, in 1808, 
the county member's only daughter and heiress, Janet. The member for 
Berkshire was educated at Eton and Trinity College, Cambridge, and being 
subsequently called to the bar, became a counsellor at law. His thorough 
acquaintance with the law and constitution of parliament being well known, 
he was proposed by Mr. Sheridan to fill the chair of the House of Commons, 
on that seat becoming vacant by the resignation of Mr. Addington ; an 
honcmr, however, which Mr. Dundas courteously declined, observing, that 
he felt that Mr. Abbot, the other candidate, was much better qualified to 
fill the duties of that high and important station, and as such he would give 
him his strenuous support. He concluded by observing, " that his own 
ambition was confined to the honour of being a simple but independent 
member of parliament." Mr. Dundas, who was one of the six counsellors 
of state to tie Prince of Wales in his capacity of great steward of Scotland, 
and colonel of the white horse volunteer cavalry, was elevated to the peer- 
age by patent, dated 11 May, 1832, being' at that time one of the oldest 
members of the House of Commons. He enjoyed his honours but for two 
months, dying the 7th July, 1832, when the barony of Amesbury, in de- 
* See note on this election, page 94. 
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^Bialt of is8Qe male, became extinct. His lordship, when in the house, voted 
in ^Eivour of Mr. Grey's motion for parliamentary reform in 1797. and 
usaally sided with the whig party. He was disinterested in attachment ; 
always ready to give advice to the poor as well as to the rich ; as a magis- 
trate, steady in decision ; as a colonel in the Berkshire yeomanry, kind to 
those serving lender him, from the private to the major ; as a companion, 
cheerful and generous ; as a member of the House of Commons, of which 
he was the father, he was always at his post for the benefit of his coun- 
try, and lived to give his last vote in the cause of which for 60 years he had 
been the stanch supporter — Reform in Parliament. 

DuRDENT, Thomas, sat for hlndsor in the Parliament of 1603, and died 
while in the representation. 

Eardlbt, Lord, sat for WalUngford in the Parliament of 1 796. He also 
represented Cambridgeshire, Coventry, and Midhurst. His lordship's father, 
Sampson Gideon, of Spalding, co. Lincoln, and of Belvidere, co. Kent, Esq., 
was the son of Mr. Rowland Gideon, an eminent West India merchant; 
and was bom in 1699. Following the profession of a 'general merchant 
and sworn broker, he amassed an immense fortune. He was frequently 
consulted by the ministers of the day on the subject of finance, when he 
submitted several schemes for its levy, making himself at the same time 
answerable for a considerable portion of them. These communications 
placed him on a feivourable footing with the ministers of the day, and as his 
great ambition appears to have been to obtain a baronetcy, be endeavoured 
to apply these favourable feelings to that purpose, but was unsuccessful ; 
that dignity, however, was conferred upon his son at the early age of four- 
teen, (on the 19th May, 1759) by whom old Mr. Gideon* was succeeded 
on his demise in 1762. Sir Sampson Gideon, in 1770, on the death of the 
Marquis of Granby, was returned for Cambridgeshire, and again in the en- 
suing parliament of 1774 ; at the great contest in 1780, he was the unsuc- 
cessful candidate against Lord Robert Manners, but was subsequently 
elected for Midhurst. In the parliaments of 1784 and 1790 he represented 
Coventry, prior to which latter parliament he had assumed by licence the 
name of Eardley in July, 1789, and on the 16th November, of the same 
year, was elevated to the Irish peerage, as Baron Eardlby, of Spalding. 
His lordship married, in 1776, Maria-Marrow Wilmot, daughter of the 
Rt. Hon. Sir John Eardley Wilmot, lord chief justice of the common pleas, 
(who was descended from the ancient family of Eardley, of Eardley Hall), 
by whom he had, with three daughters, (one married to Gregory William, 
Lord Sayb and Sklb ; another to Sir Culling Smith, Bart. ; and the third 
to Colonel Childers.) two sons, both of whom were deceased prior to his 
lordship's death, which took place on the 25th December, 1 824, when the 
barony of Eardley became extinct. f In the house his lordship supported 
the whig party. 

* This efltimable man, of whom many noble acts are recorded, was of the Jewish per- 
suasion ; he however educated his children in the established Church of England. 

t The following noble act of munificence is related of his lordship. — A regiment 
having been quartered at fielvidere, it came to the knowledge of Lord £ardley, that the 
senior lieutenant, a most deserving young man, was unable to obtain his company, to 
which he was fully entitled, in consequence of his straightened circumstances. His 
lordship immediately forwarded the sum requisite, (1500 guineas) accompanied with a 
delicate apology for taking so great a liberty. 
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Edmunds^ Christopher, sat for WaUingford in the ParHameat of 1585. 
The Edmunds* were of Steventon, in this county. Ashmole^ in hLs Berk^ 
shire, mentions a John Edmunds, who was an alderman^ and twice mayor 
of Newbury, and who died in 1654. 

Ellby, Sir John, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1835, succeeding 
on petition in the room of Sir J. E. De Beauvoir.* This gsJlant officer 
commenced his career in arms as a trooper in the blues, in which regiment 
he soon obtained the post of quarter-master^ succeeding in 1791 to a cor- 
netcy. In 1793-94-95, he served in the Flemish campaigns, being present 
in most of the engagements fought at that period, at ti^e siege of Valen- 
ciennes, &c. His subsequent promotions bear date, October, 1799, to a 
lieutenancy ; 1804, a majority ; March, 1806, a lieut.-colonelcy ; March, 
1813, a colonelcy ; August, 181 9t a major- generalship ; and January, 1837, 
to the rank of lieutenant-general. He served as assistant a^utant-general 
to the cavalry in Spain in the campaigns of 1808 and 1809, and was present 
in the affairs of Sahugan, Majorca, Benevente, and Lugo, and in the battle 
of Corunna. He abo served in the same capacity in Spain and Portugal, 
during the following years ; was at the battle of Talavera ; had the com* 
mand of the rear-guard of cavalry, which covered the advanced corps of 
the army, when it retired over the Alberche ; was in the battles of Fuentes 
D'Onor, Salamanca, (in which he was wounded by a bayonet, and had two 
horses shot under him,) Vittoria, Orthes, and Toulouse ; and finally served 
in the Netherlands and at Waterloo. f For his services on these occasions, 
he was appointed a K.C.B., and received a cross and two clasps. He was 
appointed also a knight of the Austrian order of Maria Theresa, and knight 
of the 4th class of the Russian order of St. George. In 1829 he was ap- 
pointed colonel of the 17th lancers, and subsequently served on the staff in 
the south of Ireland. He died on the 23rd January, 1839, at his seat at 
Cholderton Lodge, near Amesbury, when his property was sworn to be un- 
der £25,000. Besides numerous bequests which he left to various charitable 
institutions, he gave to the corporation of Windsor £100, to apply the in- 
terest among poor decayed householders. He was buried in the royal 
chapel at Windsor, on the 4th of February, when his funeral was attended 

* His address to the constituents of Windsor, on first offering himself to their notice 
as a candidate, ran as follows,-^" Quitting a happy retirement, uninfluenced by sordid 
motives, seeking neither place nor emolument, intent only on doing my duty, and 
desirous of being useful to every elector, without reference to religious opinions or po- 
litical bias, I come before you independent and uncontrolled, and in the confident ex- 
pectation that these sentiments will be considered as offering the best claims to yonr 
support. I have endeavoured with ardent devotion to serve my countiy in many a 
hard fought field, during a period of more than thirty years ; I pledge myself with 
equal ardour to serve you in the senate, if by your independent suffrages I am placed 
in that distinguished and honourable situation.'* 

t It is recorded of this chivalrous soldier, in Scott's *' Letters to hie Kinsfolk^'** that 
there were found on the field of Waterloo more than one of Napoleon *8 cuirassiers cleft 
to the chine by his stalwart arm. The following complimentary letter from the ad- 
jutant general to Colonel Elley, on the application of the latter for leave of absence, 
is given in Gurwood's "Dispatches of the Duke of Wellington,^* vol. iv. page 61. 
" The A.G. to Lieut-Col. Elley, A.A.G. 11 M»y, 1810. 

*'I have the honor to acquaint you, the Commander of the Forces has, in 
compliance with your request, granted you unlimited leave of absence to return to Eng- 
land. His Excellency, from a past estimate of merit, declines accepting your resignation ; 
on the contrary, please to understand, in the event of duty permitting your return to 
the Peninsula, his Lordship looks with satisfaction to the renewal of your service on the 
Staff of the army." 
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by eight of ^his brother officers of the blues, who bore the pall. Sir John 
was a strenuous supporter of Sir Robert Peel*s government. 

Elwbs, John, sat for tlie county in the Parliaments of 1768.74-8Q» 
succeeding to the first on the demise in 1772, of the Hon. lliomas Craven. 
The family of Mr. £lwes, (for particulars of which, see Suffolk,) now repre- 
sented by John Patnb Glwks, Esq. of Stoke College, co. Suffolk, has held 
the manor of Marcham in this county, for very many years, the original 
possessor Robert Mbgoott, having purchased it in 171 7, of the Calverts. 
His son John, (the county member) took the name of £>lwes on succeeding 
to the large estates of Sir Harvet Elwes, (his unde) in Suffolk. Mr. 
Robert Meggott the father of Mr. John Elwes, was a brewer of great emi- 
nence, and carried on business at Southwark, on the same premises which 
now belong to the well known printers, the Messrs. Clowes. Dying during 
the infancy of his son John, the latter could have imbibed but little of his 
penurious nature from his father. It is however unnecessary to trace the 
origin of his miser habits to this channel, for his mother, though she was 
left one hundred thousand pounds by her husband — starved herself to death. 
At an early period of life, Mr. Elwbs was sent to Westminster School, 
where he remained for ten or twelve years. During this time he acquired 
a good classical knowledge, but strange to say, was but little versed in the 
theory of pounds, shillings, and pence. His subsequent taste seems to 
have inclined to a love of sporting, in the pursuit of which he passed 
much of his early years, obtaining the character of being one of the best 
riders in this county, an art in which he became a proficient during his 
stay at Genoa, whither he had proceeded on quitting Westminster.* In 
writing the life of a penurious individual, there are but few events of im- 
portance that can be chronicled by the biographer. The love of soli- 
tude and retirement, (as unattended with expense) are ever the invincible 
characteristics of a miser, to prevent him taking a prominent part or even 
mixing in the bustling scenes of life, which are going on around him. 
Though therefore there may be an abundance of anecdotes related of him, 
which from their singularity might excite interest, yet we repeat there are but 
few if any events of importance connected with his name. These observa- 
tions would have applied with peculiar force to Mr. Elwes, had he not been 
fortunate enough to obtain his return to the House of Commons, and that 
too at the expense to himself of eighteen-pence I the price of his dinner 
at an ordmary, on the day of election. Entering upon the duties of a par- 
liamentary career, at the advanced age of sixty, it was to have been expected 
lihat he would at least follow the example of indolence, set him by the ma- 
jority of honourable members. He however adopted a very different line 
of conduct, and has accordingly left behind him a character of being one 
of the most upright, conscientious and impartial senators that the Commons 
House can boast of ever having possessed. Early and late was he to be 
found at his post — acting independently of party principles ; he would 
sometimes sit on one side of the House and sometimes on the other, just 
as accident might ordain, and always voted from conviction alone. Thus we 
find him at the end of his parliamentary career, supporting the measures of 

* So passiionately fond was he of this species of exercise, that up to a very late period 
of his life, he invariably travelled on horseback. If he had a long journey to perform, 
he provided himself, in order to avoid the expenses of an inn, with two hard boiled eggs, 
and refreshed his horse with whatever might be found on the wayside. His dislike of 
turnpikes often led him to endanger his life by crossing the most dangerous routes. 
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Lord North, till feeling conTinced of his ill-conduct, he entered into a 
regular and systematic opposition. He never on any occasion addressed the 
house. Frequently appointed chairman on contested elections, he was re- 
markable for the patience with which he always heard the counsel. In the 
longest committees he seldom interrupted their harangues. Retiring from 
parliament in 1784, in order to avoid the expenses of the ensuing contested 
election, and having nothing whatever to engage his attention, but the 
amusement of wealth, his mind became so completely absorbed in this sub- 
ject, that it ultimately gave way, and though his body, according to medical 
opinion, was sufficiently nervous and muscular to have lasted for twenty years 
longer, he died after a short illness on the 26 November, 1789. In re- 
viewing the character of this extraordinary man, we cannot but feel asto- 
nished at the contradictions which present themselves. In early life, he 
was extremely fond of gaiety and play. His taste for the latter species of 
amusement continued in all its force up to a very late period of life — ^yet 
while at one moment he would be indulging in this passion, at the expense 
of some thousands to himself, (which losses he invariably paid with the 
greatest promptitude and exactness), he would at the next moment be 
endeavouring, as the phrase goes, " to turn a shilling.'* Thus, observes 
Captain Topham — " After sitting up a whole night at play for thou- 
sands, with the most fashionable and profligate men of the time, amidst 
splendid rooms, gilt sofas, wax lights, and waiters attendant on his call, he 
would walk out about four in the morning, not towards home, but into 
Smithfield, to meet his own cattle, which were coming to market, from 
Thaydon-Hall, a farm of his in Essex. There would this same man, for- 
getful of the scenes he had just left, stand in the cold or rain, bartering 
with a carcass butcher for a shilling ! Sometimes when the cattle did not 
arrive at the hour he expected, he would walk on in the mire to meet them ; 
and more than once, has gone on foot the whole way to his farm without 
stopping, which was seventeen miles from London, after sitting up the 
whole night.'* To secure the good graces of his uncle. Sir Harvbt 
Elwes, who is also described as one of the most penurious men of his 
time, and to whom he was heir, Mr. Elwes, when visiting him, would 
attire himself in a suit of clothes of the most miserable description, consist- 
ing of a worn-out old coat, a tattered waistcoat, worsted stockings darned, 
and small iron buckles. Always strikmgly mean in his dress: on entering 
parliament, he made no change, except it were for the worse. It being 
necessary however to appear decent at the Speaker's dinners, he purchasedone 
suit, which he adhered to, throughout the whole of his parliamentary career* 
and which was donned at the various ministerial dinners given during that 
period. In course of time, this suit came to be so well known, that the wits of 
the day used to observe that Mr. Elwes gave universal satisfaction, as he 
had the same habit with everybody. Possessed of immense estates, includ- 
ing great part of Marylebone, Portland Place, Portman Square, &c., it was 
to be expected that adventurers and schemers should endeavour to make 
him their dupes, which they unfortunately did, to the extent of several 
thousands ; his principal losses seem however to have been connected with 
the House of Commons, for though his possession of a seat in that assem- 
bly cost him, as we have elsewhere observed but eigh teen-pence, he found 
his rent roll on quitting it, immensely diminished, owing to the various dis- 
honoured I. O. U's which he held from honourable members. Had we time 
and space, there are numerous anecdotes recorded of this singular man 
which y\e would here dilate upon — but feel ourselves, however reluctantly, 
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compelled to forego that pleasure. Mr. £lwes'8 son George Elwes, Esq. Was 
high sheriff of this county in 1812. 

Enolbfibld, Sir Francis, sett for the county in the two Parliaments of 
1553, two Parliaments of 1554, and in those of 1555-57. The famOy of 
this gentleman, deriving its name from the town of Englefield in this county, 
is said hy Camden, to have been seated there in the time of Egbert, 264 
years anterior to the Norman invasion, hence its claims to Saxon origin. 
Commencing with Hoscuffus Db Englkpeld, Lord of Englefeld, who 
died in the reign of Edward the Confessor, its pedigree contains the names 
of William De Englefeld, who gave the parsonage of Englefeld to the 
abbey of Reading, in temp. Henry J. Sir William Englefeld, pre- 
sumed to be the person mentioned with Geoffrey de Leuknors, in an inqui- 
sition to enquire about lands, given by King John, to Margery De Lacy, to 
found the Ptiory of Acornbury in the county of Hertford, and by the name 
of WilUam de Englefeld, is recorded one of the justices itinerant for the 
counties of Sussex, Southampton, and Wilts, aimo 1 255 ; and for Norfolk 
and Suffolk, 1262: for Bedford, Essex, Hertford and Kent, and for 
Southampton and Wilts, 1263 — Sir Roger. M.P. for the county in 
1313 — Sir John, M.P. for the same, 21 Richard IL — Nicholas, comp- 
troller of the household to the same monarch — ^Philip, who acquired 
considerable estates in Shropshire, by marriage with the sister and heir 
of Sir John Rossale, Knt. ; another Philip, high sheriff of thiff county, 
and Oxfordshire, in 1430 — Sir Thomas, who received the honour 
of knighthood on the marriage of Prince Arthur, son of Henry VII. He 
was a justice of Chester, and elected Speaker of the House of Commons, 
in the first parliament of Henry VIII.* His son Sir Thomas, who was 
sheriff of Berkshire and Oxfordshire, in 1520, was justice of the common 
pleas. Sir Francis, of whom presently, as member for the county. His 
nephew Sir Francis, who was created a baronet, 25 November, 1612, a 
title which became extinct on the demise of Sir Henry Charles Engle- 
field, the 2 1 St March, 1822. This gentleman, an accomplished and scien- 
tific character^ published with other works, a History of the Isle of Wight, 
in which he has shown a mass of knowledge bearing upon geology and 
other sciences. His descriptions of the picturesque too, have claimed for 
him a reputation equal to that of Grat, the tourist of Scotland. The En- 
glefields have been connected by marriage with the Ross ales of the Isle cf 
Rossel, the Dancers of Prescot, the Throckmortons of Coughton, the 
Fettiplaces of Compton Beauchamp, the Fettons of Gawsworth, in 
Cheshire, the Browns, Earls of Montagu, the Blounts of Todington, 
the Morgans of Llantamam in Monmouthshire^ the lordly family of Teyn- 
ham ; the Waldegravks Earls of Waldegrave; the O'Bryens Earls of 
Thomond; the Winchcombes of Bucklebury, the Buckes of Hanby 

* This parliament, which met on the 2 let of January, 1509, and was dissolved on the 
23rd February following, was chiefly engaged in prosecuting the late king's chief ministers 
Empson and Dudley, who were thrown into prison and subsequently executed. On 
presenting the king with a supply of two tenths and two fifteenths, Sir Thomas Engle- 
field in his official character, observed to his Majesty, that ** He first bestowed great 
praises to his majesty for the gifts of nature, fortune and grace, which God had given 
him. But more particularly enlarged on his promising valour, wonderful temperance, 
divine moderation in justice, and his avowed desire for clemency. At the same time, 
he declared by many examples the gfeat, good will, and due obedience, which his sub- 
jects paid him, and as a testimony of which, the grant for the subsidy, which he then 
presented, containing a very large sum of money, was a sure and certain proof of their 
fidelity and affection towards his majesty's person and government.'* 
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Grange, &c. To return to Sir Francis, who sat for the coanty, as we 
have already said, in 1553-54-55 and 57, and who was high sheriff of the 
county and Oxfordshire, 1 Edward VL, in which year he received the 
honour of knighthood. He was one of the chief officers in Mary*s family, 
and was one of those sent for hy the Protector and council, to forbid them 
hearing or saying mass in the princess's house ; but refusing to deliver 
such orders, and submitting rather to any punishment, he, together with 
Sir Robert Rochester, Sir — Walgrave, and Dr. Francis Mallet, her chap- 
lain, was committed for many months to prison. Upon Queen Mary's 
accession to the throne, he was, in consideration of his faithful services, 
made one of her privy council, and master of the wards ; and had the 
manor and park of Falbrook, in the county of Warwick, granted to him to 
hold in capite, being part of the lands forfeited by the attainder of John 
Dudley, Duke of Northumberland. His good fortune however^ ceased on 
the accession of Elizabeth, for being extremely attached to the Catholic 
faith, and to the interests of Mary, Queen of Scots, he with several others 
incurred the royal displeasure, and was compelled to quit the country. Not- 
withstanding his separation from England, however, he appears to have been 
so industrious in furthering the interests of the Scottish lady, at the courts 
both of his hoUness and the French king, that he called down upon himself 
the further displeasure of Elizabeth, by whose licence he had been permitted 
to quit the realm. The result was, that he was indicted in the Queen's 
Bench, for treason committed at Nemures, in partibus transmarenis, out- 
lawed and subsequently attainted and convicted of high treason, by the par- 
liament, 29 Oct., 28 Elizabeth, and all his manors, lands and vast posses- 
sions, &c. were declared forfeited to the queen.* Sir Francis, after a life 
harassed and shortened by persecution, died in 1592. at Valladolid in Spain, 
to which place he was a great benefactor, having erected an English college 
there. In Miss Strickland's Lives of the Queens of England, a very full 
and interesting description is given of the interview between Sir Francis 
Englefield, with his coadjutors and Queen Mary, on the former receiving 
their orders for preventing her hearing mass. Their conduct on that occa- 
sion, cannot but be applauded by all parties, be their faith what it may. 
How much more is that applause deserved, when their subsequent suffering^ 
are taken into consideration ! 

Fane. This noble family obtained the manor of Basilden, in this county 
from Rachel, Countess of Bath, (second daughter of Francis, 1st Earl of 
Westmoreland), who bequeathed to her nephew. Sir Henry Fane, K.B. 

* **Sir Francis having by indenture, of the 18 Elizabeth, settled his manor and estate 
of Englefield, on Francis, his nephew, with power notwithstanding, of revoking his grant 
if he, during his natural life, should deliver or tender to his nephew, a gold ring, with 
intent to mnke void the uses of his said settlement, various disputes and points of law 
arose, whether the said manor and estate of Englefield were forfeited to the queen ; for 
which we beg to refer our readers to Englefield's case at large, in Sir Edward Coke's 
Reports, (p. vii. fol. ii.) and shall only observe, that after various arguings, the case 
not being clear, the queen, when the next parliament sat 35 Elizabeth, had a separate act 
of parliament to confirm the attainder, and establish the forfeiture of his manors, lands, 
&c., to her heirs and assigns, enacting that the queen should take the advantage of re- 
vocating an assurance, with a condition made by him upon the tender of a ring of gold 
to his nephew, &c. and the queen, in consequence tendering by R. Broughton, and H. 
Bouchier, the ring to Englefield, the nephew, seized and confiscated the said manors and 
estate and many other possessions. By this act of power, the manor and estate of Engle* 
field, which had now been upwards of 780 years in the family, were taken from the same 
and forfeited to the crown." — Collin's Baronetage, vol. i. pp. 259, 260. 
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(of whom hereafter,) whose son was 22 April, 1718, created Viscount 
Fane, of Loughyrr, in the peerage of Ireland, a title which became extinct 
24 Jan. 1766, on the demise of the last viscount. Of the Fanes — 

George sat for WalUngford in the Parliament q/" 1661 , until 1663, when 
he died. He was the 5th son of Francis, 1st Earl of Westmoreland, 
and married Elizabeth, second daughter of Robert, 1st Lord Spencer, 
minister to the Duke of Marlborough, but died without issue. He appears 
to have been knighted. 

Sir Henry, who sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1685-88-89-95,'*^ 
succeeding to the first on petition, was nephew to the preceding, and the 
eldest son of and successor to Sir Francis, who was created a knight of 
the bath at the coronation of King Charles I., and who was seated at Ful- 
beck in Lincolnshire. Sir Henry the member for Reading, like his father, 
was made a knight of the bath at the coronation of Charles II., and in 
1689 was one of the commissioners of the excise in Ireland, where he was 
then attainted by King James II. ; but the next year was appointed one of 
the privy councU to King William, He married Elizabeth, daughter and 
heir to Thomas Sapcott, Esq, of Exeter, by whom he had a son Charles, 
whom we have already mentioned as being the 1st Viscount Fane, His 
grandson by that nobleman, — 

Charles, 2nd Viscount, sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1754,t 
and for Tavistock in 1734-41. In March 1734, he was appointed his ma- 
jesty's resident at the court of Florence, and in 1737 succeeded the Earl of 
Essex as ambassador to the court of Turin, and was also ambassador to the 
court of Constantinople. He married 8th July, 1749, Lady Juxon, relict 
of Sir William Juxon, Bart.^ and died the 24th January, 1766, when the 
barony of Fane became extinct. As a member of the House of Commons, 
he voted in 1743, against the motion for taking the Hanoverian troops into 
British pay. 

Fbttiplace. The estates of the Besils fEunily passed by a female heir to 
the Fettiplaces who became very numerous, and had extensive landed property 
in this county. Their seats were fixed at North Denchworth, then at Chil- 
drey. The first they obtained by purchase in the reign of John, of Ralph 
De Canois one of the rebellious barons, the purchaser being Adam Fbtti- 
place, who appears to have been the first of that ancient family, who resided 
in this county. the original founder being gentleman usher to the Conqueror. 
The manor of Maltravers in Childrey was held by the Fettiplaces at a very 
early period. William Fettiplace described as of this locale, and who 
flourished in the early part of the sixteenth century, endowed the provost 
and scholars of Queen's college, Oxford, to a considerable amount, on con- 
dition of their keeping in repair St. Katherine*s Isle, at Childrey, in which 
he had founded a chantry, and an almshouse, which he had built there for 
the habitation of three poor men of the parishes of Childrey and Letcombe- 
Basset. They were also to pay the chantry priest, who was to keep a free 
school for all the poor children of Childrey, £8 per annum, and to allow 9d. 
a week each to the poor men, Ss, 4d, yearly for a gown, and 25. &d. for 
fuel ; the residue of the rents, after fulfilling these specific bequests, was 
to be expended by the provost and scholars in exhibitions or otherwise at 
their discretion. The high sheriffdom of this county and Oxford conjointly, 

♦ See note on this election, page 90. f Ibid. 
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and of this coanty solely have been served by yarious members of this 
family from the 14th Hemy VI., to 20th Charles II. ; viz., by Sir Thomas, 
14 Henry VI. ; Peter,' 20 Henry VI. , Anthony, 13 Henry VII., 
John, 15 Henry VIII. ; John, 10 Eiiz. ; Sir John, 19 Eliz. ; Bbsils, 
26 Eliz. ; Edward, 27 Eliz. ; Sir Edmund,* 44 Eliz. ; John, 6 Charles I. ; 
Sir John, 20 Charles II. Of this family, — 

John, sat for the county in the Parliament of 15579 &i^d executed the 
office of high sheriff. He appears to have been knighted at Woodstock in 
the royal progress of 1575, and to have died the 28th December, 1580. 

John, sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1626-27-40-40, and twice 
served the sheriffdom of the county. In 1646, he was disabled by the par- 
liamentarians, on accoant of having joined the king at Oxford, and had bin 
property sequestered on his payment of a fine of £1943 ; in the follow- 
ing year the embargo upon his estates was taken off. He signed the 
solemn league and covenant. For his sufferings in the cause of 
Charles I., he was created a baronet soon after the Restoration by 
patent, dated 30th March, l66l. Sir John, who was twice married, 
(1st, to the daughter of Sir Francis Wenman of CarsweU, in Oxfordshire, 
and 2ndly, to the daughter of Thomas Cook, Esq. of Staunton, co. Wor- 
cester,) was succeeded in the baronetcy by his sons Sir Edmund, whose 
name occurs among the list of persons fit and qualified to be made knights 
of the royal oak. Sir Charl.es, Sir Lorenzo, and Sir George, on 
whose demise unmarried^ the 8th April, 1743, the baronetcy became extinct. 
The name and estates were assumed by Mr. Bushel the last baronet's 
nephew ; the former has of late years become extinct. 

Fitzhardino, John Berkeley, Lord^ sat for Windsor in the Parlia' 
ments of 1695-1700-01-02-05-08. The noble lord descended from the 
Barons Berkelby of Berkeley Castle, (for whom see Gloucestershire), 
was distinguished for his devotion to his sovereign ; he served a short time 
in the life guards^ in the reign of Charles II. ; in July, 1685, he raised a troop 
of dragoons for the service of King James II., and was appointed colonel 
of the Princess Annk's, now fourth, regiment of dragoons. Adhering 
to the Protestant interest, at the revolution in 1688, he was deprived of hw 
commission, but was restored by the Prince of Orange on the 31st Dec. of 
the same year. On the decease of his brother in 1690, he succeeded to 
the dignity of Viscount Fitzhardinoe. Having received an appoint- 
ment at court, he retired from the army in 1693. He was many years 

* The following epitaph upon this gentleman is to be found in the church of Swin- 
brook, Oxfordshire, to which place the family removed in the early part of the sixteenth 
century. 

** In pious memory of Sir Edmund Fettiplacs, Knight. 

Bead and record rare Edmund Fettiplace, 
A knight right worthy of his rank and race. 
Whose prudent manage in two happy reigns. 
Whose public service and whose private pains, 
Whose zeal to Gk>d, and towards ill serenity, 
Whose temperance, whose justice, whose sincerity; 
Whose native mildness towards great and small. 
Whose faith and love to friends, wife, children all. 
In life and death made him beloved and dear. 
To God and men and ever famous here. 
Blessed in soul, in body, goods, and name, 
In plenteous plants by a most virtuous dame ; 
Who with his heir, as to his worth still debtor. 
Built him this tomb, but in her heart a better. 
He died the 20th June, 1613. " 
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treasurer of the chamber, also one of the tellers of the exchequer, which 
offices he held until his decease, on the I9th December, I712i when he left 
behind him a character for great integrity and unblemished reputation. 
He voted in 1704, against tac^g on the occasional conformity to the land 
tax bill ; in 1708, in favour of the act for naturalizing foreign protestants, 
andy subsequently, in opposition to Dr. Sacheverel. 

FiTZwiLLiAM. Of this family seated in Northamptonshire, (which 
county see for details). 

Sir William, sat for the county in the Ist Parliament of 1553, and in 
the 2nd Parliament of 1553 for Peterborough, in Northamptonshire, 
which county see for particulars of him. 

The Honourable John, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 1754-61. 
He was brother to the 3rd Earl Fitzwilliam, obtained a commission of 
captain and lieutenant-colonel in the 1st foot guards, in 1 745 ; was promoted 
to the colonelcy of the 2nd or queen's royal regiment of foot in 1755 ; and in 
June, J 759, he obtained the rank of major-general in the army. In the 
following year he was removed to the colonelcy of the second Irish horse ; 
was promoted to the rank of lieutenant-general, in 1761 ; to that of 
general, 1783 ; and died the 31 July, 1789, leaving the bulk of his pro- 
perty, amounting to upwards of £40,000, to his ** excellent and faithful ser- 
vant, Thomas Jones,'' whom, as he expresses it in his will, he " brought 
out of Wales, when a boy, and to whom he and his wife had particular ob- 
ligations; and God bless him with it." The honourable member was 
groom of the bed-chamber to the Duke of Cumberland. In the House of 
Commons he voted in 1762 with the minority against the address, approv- 
ing of the preliminary articles of peace with France and Spain. 

Forstbr. This family was described as of Aldermaston. It originally 
came from Northumberland, and prior to its settlement in Berkshire, ap- 
pears to have been seated at Harpeden, in Oxfordshire. The Forsters 
obtained the greater part of their estates in this county, by the marriage, 
in the early part of the sixteenth century, of Sir Greorge Forster, with the 
daughter and heiress of Sir Thomas De La Man*, Knt. ; these consisted of 
the manors of Aldermaston, of West Court, in Finchhamstead ; of East 
Challow, in Letcombe Regis ; of Sparsholt ; and of Sulhamsted Bannister. 
Wasing manor was granted by Henry VUL, in 1543, to Sir Humphrey 
Forster, in whose family it continued till 1 607. The manor of Ascot, in 
Winkfield, was purchased in 1 722, of the Broughtons, by Robert For- 
ster, Esq. Of the members of this family, Humphrey served the office of 
high sheriff of Berkshire and Oxfordshire, 15 Edward IV., 1475, and Sir 
Humphrey the same, 24 and 37 Elizabeth. Henry VIII., 1532 and 1547. 

Anthony, sat for Abingdon in the Parliaments q/* 1571-2, and died dur- 
ing the representation. This gentleman, who has rendered his name 
notorious from its connexion with the tragedy of Leicester and Amy Rob- 
sart, is said to be no way connected with the Forsters' of Aldermaston ; we 
however meet with him in the pedigree of the family given by Ash mole, 
in his history of Berkshire. Mr. Forster appears to have been the first 
grantee of the estate of Cumnor Place, — one of the country seats of the 
abbots of Abingdon — after the dissolution of the monastery. This property 
he bequeathed, in 1572, to Robert, Eiarl of Leicester, on condition of his 
paying £1200. Notwithstanding the high sounding epitaph upon this 
gentlemen's tomb at Cumnor, we cannot but shudder at the remembrance 
of the fearful scene which he permitted to transpire at his residence, at 
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that place, the particulars of which will he found detailed at length in a 
note attached to our account of Mr. Dudlbt, the member for Walling- 
ford. Alluding to the miserable deaths attending all the parties concerned in 
this diabolical conspiracy, Ashmole observes, " Forster, likewise after this 
fact, being a man formerly addicted to hospitality, company, mirth and 
musick, was afterwards observed to forsake all this, with much melancholy 
and pensiveness (some say with madness) pin'd and droop'd away." 

William, who sat for the county in the Parliament of 157^, died during 
the representation, 10th January, 1574. He was sheriff of Berkshire, 1 1 
Elizabeth, 1568. He was the son of the above named sheriff Sir Humphrbt, 
by Elizabeth, daughter of William, Lord Sandys, of the Vine ; at the 
period of his demise he was seised of the manor of Hodcot, in West 
Ilsley, which he had purchased from the Stampes. He married, 1st, E^za- 
beth, the widow of George Covett, Esq. of Sussex ; and 2dly, Jane, 
daughter of Sir Anthony Hungerford, of Down Ampney, in Gloucester- 
shire, and was succeeded by his son, — 

Sir Humphrey, who sat for the county in the Parliament qflSQ2, and for 
Heading in the Parliament of 1597, and who was high sheriff of the same 
2^ and 35 Elizabeth (1579 and 159^). During his life he had the hon- 
our of receiving a visit from Queen Elizabeth. He manied Margaret, 
daughter of John Barrett, Esq. of Stanford Dingley, in this county, and 
dying in 1601, was succeeded by his son, Sir William, K.B., sheriff of 
Berkshire, 6th James I., 1608, who married in 1594, Mary, daughter of 
Sir Mark Stewart, of the Isle of Ely, and who left at his demise, in 1618, 
besides a daughter. Mart (married four times, 1st, to Sir Edward Stafford, 
of Bradfield, in this county ; 2ndly, to Thomas Hamlyn Bursuivant ; Sdly, 
to Sir Thomas Mainwaring ; and 4thly, the celebrated antiquary, Elias 
Ashmole) a son, Humphrbt, who was knighted, appointed sheriff of Berk- 
shire, I7th James I., 1619, and created a baronet, 20 May, 1620. He 
married Anne, daughter of Sir William KingsmiU, Knt. of Sidmanton, 
Hants. By this lady. Sir Humphrey had a numerous issue, and on his de- 
mise in 1663, was succeeded in the baronetcy by his grandson, Humphret, 
of whom presently. 

Sir Anthont, sat for WalUngford in the Parliaments o/" 1623-5-6, suc- 
ceeding to the first on his predecessor. Sir Edward Howard, making his 
election for the borough of Calne. In what way this gentleman is con- 
nected with the Forsters of Aldermaston, we are unable to state ; as no Sir 
Anthony occurs in the pedigree of the family ; we are therefore inclined to 
think, the name of Sir Anthony should be replaced by that of the Sir 
Humphrey just mentioned. As we, however, possess no direct proof to 
that effect — ^we have preferred adhering to the above name as given by 
Br OWNS Willis is his Notitia Parliamentaria. 

Sir Humphrbt, who sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1679-85* 
89-95-98-1700, for which he was high sheriff, Srd Annk, 1704, was the 
grandson of, and successor to, the 1st baronet, by his second son, William, 
who married the daughter of Sir John Tyrrel, of Heron in Essex. The 
member for the county espoused Judith, the daughter and coheir of Sir 
Humphrey Winch, of Haunes, co. Bedford. The issue he had by this lady 
died in infancy, consequently on the demise of Sir Humphrey, in December, 
1711, the baronetcy of Forster, of Aldermaston, became extinct, while the 
family estates descended to Lady Stawell's* daughter, Charlotte, niece to 

* This lady was the daughter of William, 3rd Lord Stawell, by Elizabeth, Bister of 
Sir Humphrey Forster. 
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the last baronet. On the demise of her ladyship, in 1762, the property 
passed to the heirs of that lady's last husband, Ralph Congreve, Esq. 
of Congreve, in the county of Stafford, when the representation of 
the FcHTSters became vested in the heirs of Margaret Pratt^ and Sophia 
Halstead. 

FoKTEScuE. Of this family — 

John, sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1572, 
Thomas, A£f< /or fVallin^ford in the Parliaments of 1592-7-1601, suc- 
ceeding to the last, in the room of Mr. Herbert, who made his election for 
Glamorganshire. In Lt son's Magna Britannia, we find it mentioned that 
the derk^s lodging attached to Wallingford CoUege, was let in 1554, to 
Dame Anne Fortescue, (reUct of Sir Adrian Fortescue) in conjunction with 
Thomas Parry, Esq. on condition of their quitting the whole of it, excepting 
one convenient chamber, at eight days' notice, in case of the sickness being 
at Oxford. This lady died in 1585, having previously been married to Mr. 
Parry^ who was subsequently knighted. 

Fox, Hbnrt, (afterwards Loan Holland) sat for Windsor in the Par^ 
liaments of 1741-47-54. He also represented Hindon in the Parliaments 
of 1734, and Dunwichin 1761. This distinguished gentleman, ultimately 
elevated to the peerage as Lord Holland, was the second son of Sir 
Stephen Fox, M.P. for New Sarum, for particulars of whom and the 
feanily generally^ see Wiltshire. He was bom in September, 1705, and 
had the misfortune to be left an orphan in very early life. He commenced 
his academic pursuits at Eton, and here it was that he first became ac- 
quainted with Pitt, Destined to be in after life, a rival statesman, there 
was yet much in common between these two gifted men. They were both 
younger brothers, nearly of the same age, both were educated at Eton, 
both distinguished for classical knowledge, both commenced their parliamen- 
tary career at the same period, and both raised themselves to eminence by 
their superior talents, yet no two characters were ever more contrasted. As 
we are however now engaged more particularly with Mr. Fox, we shall 
return to that gentleman. Removing from Eton, he was entered a gentle- 
man commoner at Christ Church, Oxford, in February, 1721, and had 
taken a degree in that university, before leaving it in December, 1724. 
After makmg the tour of the continent, during which time he associated with 
the celebrated Lord Hervey, Mr. Winnington, and Lord Sunderland, after- 
wards Duke of Marlborough, and participated in the scenes of gaiety and 
dissipation, in which those gentlemen revelled, Mr. Fox returned to Eng- 
land. Owing to the interest and good feeling entertained for him by Lord 
Sunderland, he obtained his return to parliament, for Hindon in 1735, and 
attaching himself from that period, to Sir Robert Walpole's party, became 
one of &e most zealous supporters and intimate friends of that statesman. 
In 1737, he was appointed surveyor of the board of works ; and in 1743, 
on the fall of the ministry that turned out Sir Robert, he was named as one 
of the friends and partizans of that minister, commissioner of the treasury, 
when he was re-elected for Windsor, for which borough, through the inte- 
rest of his old friend the Duke of Marlborough, he had been returned at 
the general election of 1741. He continued to hold this office, and was an 
active member of government in Mr. Pelham's administration. His interest 
and importance at this time, were increased by an incident which occasioned 
great excitement in the fashionable world. We allude to his clandestine 
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marriage with the Lady Caroline Lenaox, (eldest daughter of the Duke of 
Richmond), with whom he had eloped, which act, though at first as a matter 
of course displeasing to the family, ultimately served to strengthen his po- 
litical connexions. Through the further favour of his patron, the Duke of 
Marlhorough,' Mr. Fox was appointed secretary of war, soon after the abor- 
tive attempt of Lord Granville, to assume the supreme direction of affairs 
in 1746. The duties of this office, continually brought him in contact with 
the Duke of Cumberland, the then most unpopular of men. Espousing 
the cause of that prince, Mr. Fox shared with him the disaffection of the 
people. On the demise of Mr. Pelham, in 1754, the Duke of Newcastle, 
though entertaining no great friendship for Mr. Fox, yet wishing to benefit 
by his co-operation and assistance, made him a tender of the vacant office 
through Lord Hartington, afterwards the third Duke of Devonshire. The 
terms mentioned by the subject of this notice were* that as he was to hold 
the important station of leader in the House of Commons, he should possess 
the power which in Mr. Pelham's hands belonged to that office : that he 
should be acquainted with the disposal of the secret service money, which 
was then notoriously employed in remunerating the members who voted 
with the government ; and, that he should have a voice in the nomination of 
members to be returned for the treasury boroughs in the ensuing elections. 
These stipulations at first acceded to by the Dake of Newcastle, were 
ultimately rejected, owing to the weakness and jealousy of that nobleman, 
quaUties that were blown into a flame, by the combined hatred of the Prin • 
cess of Wales, (who never forgot Fox's advocacy of the Duke of Cumber- 
land,) and of the Scotch nation, and of the legal bodies, both of which had 
smarted under the sarcasm of the orator. 

In consequence of the bad faith of the Duke of Newcastle, Fox, though 
continuing in his office of secretary at war, joined in so powerful an oppo- 
sition to the government, that his grace, finding himself compelled to come 
to terms, ultimately appointed him secretary of state in November, 1755 : 
in that post he planned and carried into effect, with the duke and Lord 
Anson, the wariike operations which ensued. The want, however, of cor- 
dial feeling in the ministerial camp induced him subsequently to resign, an 
act which was followed by the overthrow of the ministry. On the coalition, 
in 1757, of Newcastle and Pitt, Mr. Fox was appointed paymaster of the 
forces, an appointment which he resigned in 1765 ; and was elevated to the 
peerage, as Baron Holland, of Foxleyy co, Wilts, 16 April, 1763, his wife 
having been previously created Baroness Holland, of Holland, co. Lincoln, 
6 May, 1762. In 1763, he made his well-known defence of the peace of 
Fontainebleau, the result of which, however, cost him the friendship of the 
Duke of Cumberland. Subsequently, falling into an ill state of health, he 
retired from public life, and after sojourning for some time on the continent 
returned to England, and died let July, 1774, in the sixty- ninth year of his 
age. His lordship, who had been a member of the privy councU, and had 
held the place of clerk of the pells in Ireland, which was bestowed upon 
him in 1757, with the reversion after his death to two of his sons, was the 
father of the famous Charles James Fox, for particulars of whom see 
Wiltshire. 

Few men's characters have been more frequently pourtrayed than that of 
Lord Holland, and that too by men of literary eminence. Thus we find 
him spoken of by Smollett, as having fought surprising battles with the first 
demagogues of the age ; and that in shrewdness, poUcy, and perseverance, 
he yielded to none of his contemporaries. Lord Chesterfield adds, that he 
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was a most disagreeable speaker, inelegaat in Lis language, and ungraceful 
in his elocution, but skilful in discerning the temper of the House, and iu 
knowing when and how to press or to yield. His ambition became sub- 
servient to his avarice, and rem quo cunque modo rem became his maxim. 
This phasis in his character reminds us of Walpole's glaring inconsistency, 
as set forth in his Memoirs of the last ten years of the reign of King 
George II. Alluding to the subject of this notice, he observes, (vol. ii. p. 
202.) 

" Fox had neither the patriotism which forms a virtuous character, nor 
the love of fame which composes a shining one — from being a provident 
father, the transition to being a rapacious man was too easy — ^his ambition 
was glaring, and his interestedness not even specious.'' 

This last phrase more than insinuates an unworthy desire of gain on the 
part of Mr. Fox. In making an accusation against a man, for that accusa- 
tion to be relied on and considered as authentic, it should not only be esta- 
blished upon unquestionable grounds, but it should be persisted in. We do 
not of course mean to assert that whatever facts may ultimately turn up, to 
correct a misstatement, the accuser should adhere obstinately to his 
original decision : on the contrary, his recantation under such circumstances 
would be but just and honourable. No allowance, however, can be made 
for Walpole on this head. The defamatory insinuations which we have just 
quoted are to be found in the Memoirs, under the dates of June^ 175G, and 
April, 1757. Now we happen to be able to produce a panegyric on Mr. 
Fox, published by Walpole between these two dates, one of the grossest and 
most fulsome pieces of flattery that ever we believe insulted common sense. 

In one of the last numbers (16 December, 1756) of the periodical paper 
called " The World,'' some pohtical allusions hostile to Mr. Fox were admit- 
ted ; by way of antidote to which, Walpole obliged Dodsley (although the 
paper had been discontinued) to publish a World extraordinary, containing 
the panegyric alluded to, in the tasteless form of a portrait of Mr. Fox, 
addressed to his wife. Lady Caroline, A more absurd mode of answering a 
political attack can hardly be imagined, but the composition itself is still 
more extraordinary. What can be said of the good taste which pays Ijady 
CaroHne the elegant compliment of telling her that her husband's " passions 
are very strong ; that he loves play, women more, and one woman more 
than all !" But it is not into Walpole's delicacy we are at present enquiring, 
but into his veracity. We have seen that in the Memoir he calls Mr. Fox 
rapacious, and hints that he was corrupt. In the Portrait, he applauds his 
'* integrity as never having been breathed on by suspicion." The Memoirs 
say that he had neither " patriotism nor the love of fame :" — ^the Portrait, 
on the contrary, describes him as pursuing ** fame and honours " by the 
noblest assiduity. The Memoirs say that he was neither a " virtuous " nor 
a " shining " character : — the Portrait tells us that " he commands the ad-- 
miration of an age not apt to be cheaply pleased ; but he would not thank 
any man for his approbation, unless he was conscious of deserving it." 
This panegyric Walpole wrote while engaged in penning a hbel upon the 
same man. 

It is with pleasure we turn to the following character given of Lord Hol- 
land by the Earl of Waldegrave, in his Memoirs from 1754 to 1754. It is 
evidently written with a spirit of impartiality, and as it enters into consider- 
able details, we shall conclude with it this sketch. 

** Fox had also many personal friends, and more political followers; being 
looked upon as the rising minister in the House of Commons, in case either 
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of Mr. Pelham's death, resignation, or removal to the House of Peers. He 
had, moreover, the support of the Duke of Cumberland, and the distribution 
of military preferment ; which added greatly to his strength, by furnishing 
the means of gratifying his dependents. At the same time, tiiough Fox 
derived these advantages from this attachment to the Duke, the prejudice 
might upon the whole be still greater than the benefit. Fox had also his 
share of calumny, being represented as a man of arbitrary principles, edu- 
cated in the school of corruption ; a proper minister to overturn the consti- 
tution, and introduce a military government. Few men have been more 
unpopular ; yet when I have asked his bitterest enemies what crimes they 
could allege against him, they always confined themselves to general accu- 
sations ; that he was avaricious, encouraged jobs, had profligate friends and 
dangerous connections ; but never could produce a particular fact of any 
weight or consequence. His warmth or impetuosity of temper led him into 
two very capital mistakes ; he wantonly offended the chancellor by personal 
reflections or ridicule in the affair of the marriage act : he also increased the 
number of his enemies by discovering an eagerness to be minister whilst 
Mr. Pelham was still alive, many of whose friends might possibly have at- 
tached themselves to him, if, instead of snatching at the succession, he had 
coolly waited till it had been delivered into his hands. He has great par- 
liamentary knowledge, but he is rather an able debater than a complete 
orator ; his best speeches are neither long nor premeditated ; quick and 
concise replication is his peculiar excellence. In business he is clear 
and communicative ; frank and agreeable in society ; and though he can 
pay his court on particular occasions, he has too much pride to flatter an 
enemy, or even a friend, where it is not necessary. Upon the whole, he 
has some faults, but more good qualities ; is a man of sense and judgment, 
notwithstanding some indiscretion; and with small allowances for am- 
bition, party, and politics, is a warm friend, a man of veracity, and a man 
of honour,"* 

« In the " Catalogue qf Royal and Noble Authors,^* we find the following little bril- 
liant, on a lady with an artificial rose, written by Lord Holland, — 

" Fair copy of the fairest flower .' 
Thy colours equal nature*8 power, 
Thou hast the rose*s blushing hue, 
Art full as pleasing to the view ; 
Go then to Chloe's lovely breast, 
Whose sweetness can give all the rest 
But if at first thy artful make 
Her hasty judgment should mistake, 
And she grow peevish at the cheat, 
Urge, 'twas an innocent deceit ; 
And safely too thou may'st aver. 
The first I ever U8*d to her. 
Then bid her mark, that, as to view, 
• The rose has nothing more than you. 

That so, if to the eye alone, 
Her wondrous beauty she made known ; 
That if she never will dispense 
A trial to some sweeter sense, 
Nature no longer we prefer. 
Her very picture equals her. 
Then whisper softly in her ear, 
Say, softly, if the blushing fair, 
Should to such good advice incline, 
How much I wish that trial mine !" 
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Gallis, Richard, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 1563-72, for 
which boroagh he was three times elected mayor. From his epitaph in 
Windsor church, he appears to have been a " gentleman, who was learned, 
and liv'd a godly life.'* Among the various acts of charity which he per- 
formed, he gave four nobles yearly, to continue for ever, to the poor of this 
town. He died the 30th November, 1574, while in the representation of 
the borough. His descendant, Richard Gallis, gave, by indenture dated 
30 July, 1666. a legacy to the corporation of Windsor, with which was 
bought Munday Close, lying between Woodbridge Ijane and Moat Park, 
in this parish, the revenues of which he assigned to the support of the four 
almshouses attached to it. 

Gibbons, Sir John, Bart., sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1761. 
The family of this gentleman commences its lineage with William Gibbons, 
Esq., who was governor of Barbadoes, and speaker of the House of Assembly 
there. He was also master-general of the ordnance, and heutenant- 
general of the same island, and was created a baronet, 21 April, 1752. 
He died in May, I76O, and was succeeded by his son, the member for 
Wallingford, of whom presently. The 3rd baronet. Sir William, was an 
LL.D., and a commissioner of the sick and hurt office \ he married Rebecca, 
daughter of Vice-admiral Watson, and sister of Sir Charles Watson, Bart., 
by whom he had four sons and three daughters. Dying in 1814, he left 
(besides William, a naval officer, and George, a captain in the array, killed 
at Albuera in 1811), a successor, John, who replaced him as 4th baronet ; 
and who marrying Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Taylor, Esq., of Charlton 
House, CO. Middlesex, was succeeded on his demise, 26 March, 1844, by 
his grandson. Sir John, the present baronet, (the offspring of John Gibbons, 
Esq., by his cousin, Charlotte, daughter of Sir Charles Watson, Bart.) who 
was bom in 1825. He graduated at Baliol College, Oxford ; and is major 
of the West Middlesex militia. 

To return to the member for Wallingford, Sir John, the 2nd baronet. 
He married Frances, daughter of the Rev. Dr. Scawen Kenrick, and left, 
as we have seen, at the time of his demise, 9 July, 1776, a son, William, 
who succeeded him as 3rd baronet. Sir John purchased the manor of 
Stanwell, in Middlesex, (where his family is now seated), in 1754, of the 
trustees of the Earl of Dunmore. 

GoDDARD, Vincent, sat for the county in the CromwelUan Parliament of 
1653. He was the son of John Goddard, Esq. of Upham (for full par- 
ticulars of which family now represented by Horatio Nelson Goddard, 
Esq., see Wiltshire) by Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Fettyplace, of 
Besils Leigh in this county, where the Goddards possessed the manors of 
Garford, in Marcham, sold in 1624, and Midgham inThatcham. William 
Goddard founded almshouses at Bray, in 1627, for 40 poor persons. The 
county member was a proctor of Magdalen College, Oxford. 

GoDE^ Thomas, sat for Windsor in the 2nd Parliament of 1553. 

Gordon^ Robert, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1837. He has 
also represented Cricklade in the Parliaments, from 1818 to 1837. As his 
public career is therefore more connected with his seat for the latter 
borough, we refer our readers for particulars of him to our history of 
Wiltshire. 

M 2 
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Graham, Richard, sat for Windsor in the Parllam/nit of 1685. We 
believe this geotleman to have been the third son of Sir Richard Gra- 
ham, the Ist baronet of Norton- Cony ers, co. York. We regret, however, 
that we are unable to state this as a fact. 

Grant, William, afterwards Sir William, Knt. sat for Windsor in the 
the Parliament of 1790, succeeding thereto in 1794, on the demise of Mr. 
Powney. He previously represented Shaftesbury in the same Parlia- 
ment, a seat which he resigned on being appointed a Welsh judge, in 1793. 
He subsequently sat for the county of Banff, in the Parliament of 1796 till 
1812. Sir William Grant, who was a member of one of the old Scottish 
famihes of that name, was born in 1754, at Elchies, on the banks of the 
Spey, in the county of Moray ; his father, who was originally bred to 
agricultural pursuits, died collector of the Isle of Man. The subject of 
this sketch, who was educated by an uncle for the bar, received the early 
rudiments of his education at the old college of Aberdeen. After entering at 
Lincoln's Inn, and pursuing his legal studies for a time, but before being 
called to the bar, he repaired to Canada and practised as an advocate there. 
Arriving at Quebec, at the critical period when it was threatened with a 
siege by Greneral Montgomery, he threw aside for a time the forensic cha- 
racter, and as commander of a body of volunteers, performed acts of 
great i ntrepidity. Resuming his legal avocations, we find him appointed 
attorney- general in Canada, at the early age of twenty-five. Finding the 
field of exertion at that place too limited for his ambition, Mr. Grant re- 
turned to England, having previously amassed a considerable fortune. 
Owing to his natural reserve, he made at first but slow progress in the 
courts at Westminster ; the earliest occasions in which he rendered him- 
self conspicuous, were as counsel in Scotch appeals before the House of 
Lords. Here he is said to have attracted the attention of Lord Thurlow, 
at whose instigation he adopted the equity in preference to the common 
law practice. So great was the friendship of the chancellor for him, that 
through his lordship's interest, Mr. Grant is said to have obtained his re- 
turn to Parliament. In 1791, he distinguished himself in a debate relative 
to the laws of Canada. On this occasion his local knowledge, joined to 
his extensive legal acquirements, particularly in the civil law, so powerfully 
strengthened his reasoning, that Mr. Fox after warmly complimenting him, 
saluted him as an antagonist worthy of his own attack. In 1 792, he made a 
most able, acute, and logical speech in defence of the ministry, on the sub- 
ject of tlie Russian armament. These successes in the House were the fore- 
runners of rapid preferment ; he was called within the bar, with a patent 
of precedence in 1793, and in the same year was appointed a Welsh judge 
and sohcitor-general to the queen. In 1798 he was appointed chief justice 
of Chester ; in 1799, he succeeded the late Lord Redesdale, as sohcitor- 
general, and was of course knighted ; and on the 20 May, 1801, in con- 
sequence of the promotion of Sir Pepper Arden, to the chief justiceship of 
the common pleas, he was nominated master of the rolls, an office which 
he held till 1817, when he retired with a pension of £4000 per annum. 
In reviewing the character of Sir William Grant, we have to consider him 
in the two-fold light of a politician and a judge. In the former capacity 
he was a stanch supporter of Mr. Pitt's administration, a consistent op- 
ponent of all attempts to alter subsisting institutions ; an ingenious, and in 
the days wherein he flourished, a successful apologist for some of the most 
questionable parts of those institutions. But it is in his judicial character 
that Sir William will be chiefly known to posterity, and unanimously re- 
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cognised, for his transcendent merits as one of the greatest ornaments of 
the equity bench. He possessed in an eminent degree all the intel- 
lectual and moral qualities Tvhich enable a man to exercise the judicial 
functions with the greatest amount of benefit to the suitor, honour to 
himself and satisfaction to the bar. He was a thoroughly learned and 
accomplished lawyer, an acute reasoner, a clear expositor of facts, an 
eloquent speaker, and united with all the higher qualifications for his 
oflice, the most imperturbable serenity of temper, powers of attention 
which no prolixity could exhaust, and a courtesy of demeanour which left 
him no petulance to restrain. His judgments were given in few but chosen 
words, and his decisions are those, of all others, the most clear and satis- 
factory for the guidance of the practitioner. 

Graves, Thomas, Lord, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1818, 
succeeding thereto on the demise of Mr. Disbrowe, in 1819. For full 
particulars of his lordship, who sat in several Parliaments for the disfran- 
diised borough of Oakhampton, see Devonshire. 

Gstusn AM, J OH^, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1563. He also 
represented Horsham in 157 1> and Newton in Lancashire in 1572> (see these 
places). 

Grbvillr, The Hon. Robert Fulkb, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments 
of 1796 and 1802, and for Warwick in 1774. For particulars of him 
and the noble family of Warwick, see Warwickshire.* 

Grey. Of this family, formerly seated at Billingbere in this county, 
William, sat for Heading in the Parliament of 1547.t 
Harry, sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1715, and for Reading 
in the Parliament of 1734, succeeding to the first on the demise of Mr. 
Dunch in 1719, and seceding from the last, 9th September, 1740, the period 
of his death. He also represented Wendover in the Parliaments of 1708, 
10, and Berwick-upon-Tweed in 1 722. He was brother to Grey Neville, 
Esq., M.P. for Abingdon, Walhngford, &c., (whom see page 181). Mr. 
Grey, who died without issue, was, during his lifetime, much respected for 
his many good quahties. 

Griffith, Christopher, sat for the county in the Parliament of 1774, 
until his demise 1 2th January, 1776. His seat was at Pad worth in this 
county, the manor of which place came into the family by marriage with 
the Brightwells, about the year I7OO. Mr. Griflith voted in 1775 with the 
minority on Mr. Wilkes's motion for expunging the resolution respecting 
his expulsion. 

Harcourt. For the history of this illustrious family, which traces its 
descent from Bernard the Dane, and which is now represented by Grorgb 
Simon Harcourt, Esq., we refer our readers to our account of Buck- 
inghamshire^ in which county, at Anker wy eke, the family is now seated. 

* We meet with an Edward Greviile, as high sheriff of Berkshire and Oxfordshire, 20 
Henry VII., 1504. 

t Coates in his history of Reading, says, that a Mr. John Seymour was chosen in the 
room of Mr. Grey, but be being a prisoner in the tower, with his brother the Duke of 
Somerset, the return was void, anew writ was issued, and John Mason was returned. 
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The earliest connexion of the Harcourts with Berkshire seems to have 
sprung oat of their alliance with the family of Denton, from whom, in 1480, 
Richard Harcourt inherited the manor of Witharo, which subsequently 
became vested in the crown. When Berkshire and Oxfordshire were jdned 
under one [sheriff^ we meet with various members of this family executing 
the duties of that office, viz.. Sir Thomas, 9 Henry, IV. 1407 ; Robert, 
34 Henry VI. 1455 ; Richard, 1 & 7 Edward IV., 1461-1467; William, 
7 & 19 Henry VII., 1491-1503 ; Robert, 8 Henry VII., 149^; William, 
2 Henry VIII., 1510 ; Sir Simon, 6, 20, & 29 Henry VIIL, 1514-1528- 
1537 ; and Simon, 14 Henry VIIL, 1522. The founder of the honours of 
this family, — 

Simon, afterwards Sir Simon and ultimately Viscount Harcourt, 
at for Abingdon in tJie Parliaments o/ 1690-5-8-1700-01-02-10, seceding 
from the last on his acceptance of ^e seals. Though returned for this 
borough at the general election of 1 708, he was subsequently unseated on 
petition, but afterwards returned for the borough of Cardigan. In the 
Parliament of 1705, he sat for Bossiney in Cornwall. This well known 
character, the son of Sir Philip Harcourt, M.P. for Oxfordshire, (for whom 
see that county), by Anne, daughter and heiress of Sir William Waller, 
Knt., of Osterley Park, the parliamentarian general, was bom at Stanton 
Harcourt in 1660, and concluded his academic honours at Pembroke Col- 
lege, Oxford, where he entered as a gentleman commoner in his sixteenth 
year, but never obtained a degree. Having resided here for three or four 
years, he removed to the Inner Temple, was admitted 17th May, 1676, and 
was called to the bar on the 25th November, 1683. Being a good pleader^ 
he soon began to rise in his profession, and at an early age, obtained the 
recordership of Abingdon. Of Jacobite principles, he obtained his return 
to Parliament in 1690, with the view of furthering the interests of the 
exiled James, and took a part in almost all the momentous discussions 
which occupied that session. He opposed the acts of the Convention 
Parliament, as in contravention of the bill of rights, the abjuration bill, and 
the habeas corpus act ; and was one of the small minority of Commoners, 
who declined voluntarily to sign the association for the king's defence, 
entered into by both Houses, on the discovery of the assassination plot in 
1696. In the debate on the bill of attainder against Sir John Fenwick, in 
the same year, he stood forward with the tory party, as the defender of that 
gentleman, on the grounds of liberty and justice. His arguments on this 
occasion were so sound, and his delivery so excellent, that he immediately 
rose high in the public estimation as a parliamentary speaker. In the 
session of 1700, on the ascendency of his party in the House, he was 
selected to impeach Lord Somers, (for his acquiescence in the first partition 
treaty in 1699, with other measures) at the bar of the House of Peers, 
carried up the articles of impeachment, conducted the several conferences 
between the two houses, which arose out of their differences as to the 
form and conduct of the trials, and was chairman of the committee appointed 
to direct the proceedings. On the 1st June, 1702, Mr. Harcourt was 
appointed solicitor-general, and received the honour of knighthood; in 
the ensumg August, having re-entered himself at Christ Church, Oxford, 
he received the degree of LL.D. While holding the appointment before 
mentioned, he chiefly distinguished himself in the memorable debates on 
the case of Ashby and White, when he submitted to the House the reso- 
lution that was subsequently adopted, ** that the sole right of examim'ng 
and determining all matters relating to the election of members to serve in 
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Parliament, was in tlie House of Commons, and that neither the qualification 
of the electors, nor the right of the persons elected, was elsewhere cogni- 
sahle or determinable.'' The drawing up of the bill for the union with 
Scotland, was entrusted to the solicitor-general, who performed his duties 
on this occasion so ably and ingeniously, as to cut off ail debate upon those 
of its provisions to which the opposition had determined to object. In the 
intrigues set on foot by Harley and his ally Mrs. Mar^ham, which ended in 
the dismemberment of Lord Godolphin's ill-associated cabinet, Harcourt 
took an active part. Appointed attorney-general 25th April, 1707, he 
threw up that office in the ensuing year, on perceiving that the party to 
which he had attached himself, was rapidly adopting whiggish principles. 
In his retirement he was accompanied by Harley and St. John. On the 
impeachment of Dr. Sacheverell in 1709-10, Sir Simon Harcourt, in his 
character of leading tory lawyer, was selected for the chief conduct of the 
defence. His services however were necessarily withdrawn, before the end 
of the trial. In this famous case he urged that the doctor's assertion of 
the illegality of resistance, on any pretence whatever, to the supreme 
power, was in fair construction to be understood, as applying only to the 
supreme legislative power, in which sense there was no resistance even at 
the Revolution ; but even if it must be understood as said of the executive, 
he had not in terms applied it to the particular case of the Revolution ; that 
while inculcating the general rule of obedience, he had not deemed it ne- 
cessary to express the particular exceptions for extraordinary occasions 
which might lawfully be made out of it, and which were more properly to 
be implied, as was the case in every other general rule ; thus the apostles, 
enjoining obedience to rulers, masters, and parents, did not consider it ne- 
cessary to specify the cases in which such obedience might be unfit or even 
sinful, but left them to justify themselves when they occurred. He then 
proceeded to insist, on the authority of citations from the homihes and ar- 
ticles of religion, from the writings of divines of almost every age, and 
from numerous statutes, that the doctrine thus propounded by his client, 
had the sanction of both church and law. The doctor himself evinced the 
high value he set upon his counsel's services by presenting him with a mas- 
sive gilt basin for washing after dinner. On the IQth October, 1710, Sir 
Simon was nominated lord keeper of the great seal, created Baron Har- 
court, of Stanton Court, co Oxford, 3rd September, 1711, and declared 
lord high chancellor of Great Britain, 7th April, 1712, which ofBce he 
continued to hold until the accession of Greorge I., in 1714. While in the 
occupation of this post, his lordship is supposed to have entertained feelings 
favourable to the pretender; be this however as it may, he appears to 
have leagued with Bolingbroke, on the decline of treasurer Harley's for- 
tunes, to establish the Hanoverian succession, to replace Marlborough at 
the head of the army, and if the Duke of Ormond acquiesced in thk 
change, to allow him the post of lord lieutenant of Ireland. If he were 
sincere in this scheme, he was but sorely rewarded on the accession of 
George I., who immediately deprived him of the seals, and ordered his 
name to be struck off the list of privy councillors. Naturally irritated 
against the now ascendent party. Lord Harcourt offered it every opposition, 
and we had almost said redeemed his character from the charge of inconsis- 
tency, by coming to the assistance of his old colleague, the treasurer, in his 
disgrace, had it not been that for a viscount's coronet, (granted 14th July, 
1721), and an increased income of £2000 per annum, he was induced to play 
the apostate, by adhering to that government which he previously so strenu- 
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ously opposed. In this positioa, we find him contradicting the principles 
advocated by him in his earlier career. His manly defence of Fenwick 
was forgotten in his prosecution of Bishop Atterbury, while the very 
mutiny bill which he had but three years before so indignantly expatiated 
against, now received his support. Although the minister Walpole had 
thus deemed it desirable to silence Lord Harcourt*s opposition, he was 
never so fax valued or trusted as to be again put in possession of any office 
under the crown ; he was re-admitted indeed to the council board, and on 
three several occasions (1723-25-27) appointed one of the lord's justices 
for the administration of the government during the king's absence in hia 
German dominions. He was the chief ostensible negotiator of Bol- 
ingbroke's recall from exile in 1725. His lordship died 28th July, 1727> 
of a fit of apoplexy. 

In reviewing the viscount's character, we would that the acts of incon- 
sistency above cited, did not exist, we should then have no hesitation in ad- 
mitting the justice of Lord CampbeU's observations, when endeavouring to 
support the chancellor's political conduct — that writer's arguments, to say 
the most for them, are but specious — we give them — " I do not consider 
his efforts to restore the exiled Stuarts, morally inconsistent with the en- 
gagements, into which he had entered to the existing government, and 
although there were loud complaints against him for at last sending in his 
adhesion to the House of Hanover, it should be recollected that the cause 
of the Stuarts had then become desperate, and that, instead of betraying, 
he did everything in his power to screen, his old associates.''* Could we but 
wipe away these stains from our reminiscences of the chancellor's character, 
there would be nothing left but to admire. He was a fair lawyer, possessed 
the greatest skill and power in oratory, and was a great patron and admirer 
of literature, being intimately acquainted with all the wits and men of let- 
ters of his day ; among these, were Swift, Pope, Prior, Gay, PameU, Ar- 
buthnot, and a host of others. In the society of these distinguished 
friends, adorned also by the eloquent philosophy of Bolingbroke, the cheer- 
ful wit of Peterborough, the accomplished taste of Orrery, he passed much 
of his time. 

Viscount Harcourt, who was three times married, had by his first wife, 
Rebecca, daughter of the Rev. Thomas Clark, M.A., a son, 

Simon, ,10^0 sat for Wallingford in the Parliament o/*1710, and /or 
Abingdon in the Parliament of 1713, He was returned for Wallingford, in 
1713, but made his election for Abingdon. He married Elizabeth, sister of 
Sir John Evelyn, of Wotton in Surrey, (by whom he had a son, who ulti- 
mately succeeded as 2nd Viscount Harcourt), and died at Paris, 1 July, 
17^0, much regretted, as he was a most promising young man. His memory 
has been perpetuated by the following lines of Pope, inscribed over his tomb 
at Stanton -Harcourt. 

** To this sad shrine, whoe'er thou art, draw near ! 
Here lies the friend most lov'd, the son most dear : 
Who ne'er knew joy, but friendship might divide. 
Or gave his father grief, but when he dy'd. 
How vain is reason, eloquence how weak ! 
If PopB must tell what Harcourt cannot speak. 
Oh let thy once-lov'd ^end inscribe thy stone. 
And with a father's sorrow, mix his own !" 

• LoBD Campbell's Lives of the Lord Chancellors^ vol. iv. p. 430, 
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Harris. Of the family of Harris — 

Robert, sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 15S5'S6'S8. He was 
mayor of tlie borough* in 1590. 

Taybrnbr, sat for WalUngford in the Parliament q/* 1681. 

Harrison, Sir Richard, sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1623- 
28, and for H^ndsor in the 1st Parliament of 1640. Sir Richard's family 
possessed the manor of Hurst and the manor of East Court in Finchamp- 
sted. The former it received together with Lee-Park, in 1606, by the will 
of Sir Richard Ward. The latter it became possessed of; at an earlier 
period. This gentleman was high sheriff of Berkshire, 12 Charles I., 1636. 
His eldest son. Sir Richard Harrison. Knt. so faithfully attached himself to 
the interest of Charles I., throughout the civil war, that he ultimately suf- 
fered all the persecution of sequestration, composition, &c. He very seri- 
ously injured his rent-roll by raising two troops of horse, at his own charge, 
in the defence of the royal cause. With these, he served first under the 
command of the Earl of Crawford, and then under Colonel Thomas How- 
ard, (afterwards Earl of Berkshire). On the Restoration, he was made a 
justice of the peace, (an office which his father had also held,) and a deputy 
lieutenant of the county. He married Dorothy, the only daughter and 
heiress of William Deane, Esq. of Weathercote, co. Oxford, by whom he 
had thirteen sons and two daughters, and died in the 7 2d year of his age, 
the 23rd August, 1683. 

Hartley Winchcombb, Henry, sat for the county, in the" Parliaments 
of 1774-80-90, succeeding to the first in 1/76, on the demise of Mr. 
Griffith, and seceding from the last on his own demise, 12 Aug. 1794. 
He voted in 1780, in favour of Mr. Dunning's motion respecting the influ- 
ence of the crown, and the abuses of the public expenditure — ^in 1782, with 
the minority on Sir John Rous's motion for withdrawing the confidence of 
parliament from the king's ministers — in 1792, in favour of Mr. Whitbread's 
motion respecting the armament against Russia. 

The Hartleys became possessed of the manor of Bucklebury in this county, 
which belonged to the Winchcombrs, (whom see page 226) through the last 
heir male of that family, Henry Packer, Esq., who left it to his sister's son, 
the county member. Mr. Hartley (who was great grandson of the last 
Sir Henry Winchcombe,) was the son of David Hartley, M.D. a person of 
great abihties, extensive learning and distinguished eminence in his profes- 
sion,* through whom he inherited the manor of Little Sodhury. in Glouces- 
tershire. The present representative of the family, is his grandson Winch- 
combb Henry Howard Hartley, Esq. of Bucklebury, who is a deputy 
lieutenant of this county, and was high sheriff in 1838. 

Harvey, John, sat for WalUngford in the Parliaments q/* 1754 61, se- 
ceding from the last, at his demise, 10 Jan., 1765. Mr. Harvey was a 
Welsh judge. 

Hastings, John, sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1571. 

* Dr. Hartley, the son of a clergyman at Cromley, in Yorkshire, was famous not only 
in his profession for his skill, integrity and charitable compassion, but also for his literary 
genius, which was penetrating and active, for his industry, which was indefatigable, and 
for his philosophical observations and attentions, which were unremitting. He published 
various medical and other tracts. 
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Hat, Lord John, returned for Windsor in the Parliament of 1847. As 
his lordship sat for Haddingtonshire in the Parliaments'of 18^6-30, we refer 
our readers for the details of his public career, and for the history of his 
noble family now represented by Greorge Hay, 8th Marquess of Tweed- 
dale, Knt. of Yrster House, Haddingtonshire, to our account of that shire. 

Hbrbbrt, John, returned for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1601, 
but made his election for Glamorganshire, which see. 

Hbwrtt. We have been unable to ascertain how this family obtained 
sufficient influence to obtain the return of two of its members for the 
borough of Windsor, as we do not find its name connected with any grants 
of lands in this county, nor even allied by marriage with any of the Berk- 
shire gentry. However, 

Sir William, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1623, succeeding on 
the demise of Mr. Woodward. He appears to have died in the parish of St. 
Martin's in the Fields, in 1637> leaving by his wife, Elizabeth, daughter of 
Ei chard Wiseman, Esq., besides numerous other issue, a son and successor, 

Thomas, (afterwards Sir Thomas) who sat for Windsor in the Parliament 
of 1628. This gentleman, who purchased the manor and estate of Pisho- 
bury in Hertfordshire, served the office of sherifi" of that county, in 1638 
and 1660, in which latter year, (19 July,) he was created a Baronbt. He 
was twice married, 1st, to a daughter of Sir John Hobart, Bt. of Blickling, 
lord chief justice of the common pleas, and 2dly, to a daughter of Sir Wm. 
Lytton, Knt. of Knebworth, by whom he left a son, George, who was 
elevated to the Irish peerage, in 1689, as Baron ov St. James's Town, co. 
Longford, and Viscount Hbwbtt, of Gowran, co. Kilkenny. His lordship 
dying 2 December, 1689, unmarried, the family honours, including the 
baronetcy, became extinct. 

Higgins, Francis, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 1661. 

HoBY, Sir Edward, sa< /or </ic county in the Parliaments q/'1588. 
He also represented Queenborough in the Parhaments of 1586-1614, 
and Rochester in those of 1597-1601-3. The founder of the house of 
this family was. Sir Philip Hoby, of the privy council of Henry VIII. 
and a zealous protestant, who received the manor of Bisham, in this coimty, 
from Edward VI . This gentleman, who filled several important offices, 
was ambassador from Edward VI., to the emperor, Charles V. He was 
half brother of Williabi Hoby, who (in reward for his capture of Sir 
John Oldcastle, Lord Cobham) had a grant from the crown of the lord- 
ship of Brangarth, and of Sir Thomas Hoby, who^ in 1566, was am- 
bassadoi" to the court of France, and succeeded to Sir Philip's estate 
of Bisham, on that gentleman's demise, without issue, in 1558. This Sir 
Thomas, marrying Elizabeth, the talented daughter of Sir Anthony Coke, 
Knt., left at his decease, in 1566, a son and successor. Sir Edward, the 
county member. Mr. Hoby became a gentleman commoner, of Trinity 
College, Oxford, in 1574, in the fourteenth year of his age, and sojourned 
there for eight years. On quitting Oxford, he proceeded to France and 
other countries and on his return was created a knight, 22nd May, 1582, 
after his marriage with the Baron of Hunsdon's daughter. He appears, 
subsequently, to have been appointed the nineteenth constable of Queen- 
borough castle, and was engaged at the capture of Cadiz. On the sac- 



ANNOTATED LIST OF MEMBERS. 151 

cession of James I., to the throne, he was appointed a gentleman of the 
privy chamber. In 1592, he received the honour of a visit from Queen 
Elizabeth. In Townsend's Historical Collection, relating to the four last 
Parliaments of £lizabeth, we frequently meet with Sir Edward's name. 
On the debate on the bill against monopolies, 20th November, 1601, ad- 
verting to the serious mischief accruing from the system, he observed, 
•* That betwixt Michaelmas and St. Andrew's tide, when salt (before the 
patent) was wont to be sold for 16(2. a bushel, it is now sold for 14^. or 
15*. a bushel!" In drawing Sir Edward's character, honest Anthony 
Wood observes, '* He was a person of great reading and judgment, espe- 
cially in the controversies between protestants and papists, a singular lover of 
arts, substantial learning, antiquities, and the professors thereof, particularly 
the learned Camden, who had sufficiently received of his bounty, as he 
himself* acknowledged, having dedicated his Hibernia to him, and publicly 
told the world that he had polished his excellent wit with learned studies." 
Sur Edward, who died 1st March, 1616, left a son, Pkrbgrine, whose son 
Edward, was created a baronet, 12th July, 1666, a title which became ex- 
tinct on the demise of the Rev. Sir Philip, 5th baronet, unmarried, 29th 
June, 1766. The Hobys connected themselves by marriage, with the 
Dodingtons, of Breamer, Hants ; the Tjrrrells of Shotover ; the Fleet- 
woods and Styles, of Great Missenden, Bucks ; the Longs of Wiltshire ; 
the Mills, baronets of Camois Court, co. Essex. Sir Thomas Hoby, the 
4th baronet was M.P. for Great Marlow, see Buckinghamsbire. 

Holland, Cornelius, sat for Windsor in the 2nd Parliament of 1640. 
Winstanley, in his Martyrology, and the author of a work entitled, '* The 
History of King Killers," both concur in representing this regicide as a man 
of great depravity. Requesting our readers to make due allowances for 
the violent language in which the writer indulges, we extract the following 
from the latter work, as being the fullest particulars we have been able to 
obtain of Mr. Holland, " He was the son of a wretched poor fellow, who 
dy'd a prisoner in the Fleet, for debt, and thought it himself an happiness 
to be a mean servant to as great a knave as himself, I mean Sir Henry 
Vane. The master finding his man so agreeable to his own temper, that 
is a stranger to common honesty, and a rank traitor at the heart, could not 
but be fond of his likeness, and accordingly got him an employment in the 
office of the green-cloth, in the king's household. Holland was resolved to lose 
no time, but to get what could be had at any rate, and accordingly spar'd 
no pains to enrich himself, by such palpable frauds and vile practices, that 
being discovered he was turn*d out of his place, when he had got enough 
to commence gentleman, and make a figure among the promoters of the 
rebellion. An unaccountable practice in this nation above all others, that 
when a knave has amass'd weidth enough by robbing the publick he is then 
dismiss' d, without any further reckoning, to enjoy the fruits of his roguery, 
leaving by his example, and the want of punishment, an encouragement to 
his successor to do as much or worse, if possible. Thus Holland, having 
prospered by theft, was fitted to enter upon the profitable trade of re- 
bellion, where he found such favour that when the king was forced away 
from his right, this wretch rented as much of his Majesty's land for £200 
per annum as yielded him £1,600. He was now great enough in purse 
and villainy for any employment, and was accordingly appointed one of the 

* In his BiiiTTANiA in Berkshire and Kent. 
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pretended judges to try his sovereign, which he accepted, and went through 
all that hloody drudgery unconcerned. Thus he first robbed and then 
murdered his sovereign lord and master. At the restoration he fled, and 
what became of him is not known." 

His signature is not affixed to the warrant that deprived Charles 
of life. In ** The Mystery of the Good Old Cause," we find it further 
stated of him, that on his ejection from office, already alluded to, he 
made himself a farmer of the king's feeding- grounds at Crestoe, in Buck- 
inghamshire, worth £1800 or £2000 per annum, at the rate of £20 per 
annum which he discounted. He possessed Somerset House a long time, 
where he and his family nested themselves. He was keeper of Richmond 
House, for his country retreat, and commissary for the garrison at White- 
ball and the Mews. He had an office in the Mint and having ten 
children, it is supposed that he gave them each £5000 ; Holland was one 
of those who signed the solemn league and covenant, and was one of the 
committee of safety. 

HoLLOWAY, John, sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1685. 
The borough member, whose family was settled at Maidenhatch, appears 
from the pedigree given of the HoUoways by Ashmole in his Berk- 
shire, to have married Ellen, daughter to Richard Tilston, of Harley, ia 
Cheshire. 

Holt, Thomas, (afterwards Sir Thomas), sat for Abingdon in the 
Parliament of 1654-56. Called to the bar, he subsequently became a 
serjeant-at-law, and was made recorder of Reading in 1685, having 
previously been created a knight at Windsor Castle, 16th April, 1680. 
Dying the 28th July, 1 686, he left by his wife, Susan, daughter of John 
Peacock, Esq. of Curanor parish in this county, a son, John, who was 
subsequently knighted and appointed 4th May, 1 689, lord chief justice of 
the king's bench. He is mentioned by Burnet and others as having a seat 
in the Convention Parliament. This assertion however we believe to be 
erroneous, as we have been unable to meet with his name in any list of 
members ; that he may however in his capacity as lawyer, have assisted the 
Commons in the management of the important business then under their 
hands is more than probable ; indeed, his conduct on that occasion is recorded 
as having manifested the most consummate knowledge of the laws of his 
country, and the tenderest solicitude for the rights of the people, equally 
respecting the prerogative of the Crown. He held the judgeship of the 
king's bench twenty-one years, d^ing the 5th March, 1710. The following 
anecdote is recorded of him. The practice of decoying young persons of both 
sexes to the plantations, prevailing to a very great extent in his time, 
public indignation had been raised to a high pitch ; on one occasion, the 
people having discovered a house in Holborn, that was used for the purpose 
of concealing the unfortunate captives previous to their embarkation, they 
determined in their rage to pull down the building. Notice of this inten- 
tion being sent to Whitehall, a party of the guards were commanded to 
march to the place ; but they first sent an officer to the chief justice to 
acquaint him with the design, and to desire him to send some of his people 
to attend the soldiers, in order to give it the better countenance. The offi- 
cer having delivered his message. Holt said to him, '* Suppose the populace 
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should not disperse at your appearance, what are you to do then ?'' '' Sir," 
answered the officer, ** we have orders to fire upon them." " Have you. 
Sir ?'' (repUed Holt), " then take notice of what I say ; if there be one 
man killed, and you are tried before me, I will take care that you and every 
soldier of your party, shall be hanged. Go back to those who sent you 
and acquaint them, that no officer of mine shall attend soldiers ; and let 
them know at the same time, that the laws of this kingdom are not to be 
executed by the sword ; these matters belong to the civil power, and you 
have nothing to do with them." So saying, he ordered his tipstaves, with 
a few constables to attend him, and proceeding to the scene of disturbance, 
succeeded in quietly dispersing the populace, by assuring them that the 
objects of their indignation should be dealt with by the law. Sir John 
Holt was the editor of Reeling's Reports mentioned in our notice of that 
gentleman at page 32 in this volume. 

HsNTLBY^ Henrt, sai foT WdlUngford in the Parliament of 1547. 

HooRD, Richard, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1555. 

Howard. A branch of this illustrious family became possessed at an 
early date of the manor of West Court, in this county, by the marriage of 
the Hon. Charles Howard, 4th son of the Earl of Arundel, with the daugh- 
ter of George Tattershall, Esq. of Stapleford, co. Wilts. Thomas, second 
son of the 1st Earl of Suffolk, was created Earl of Berkshire, 6 Feb. 
1625-6. Henry Bowes Howard, the 4th Earl of Berkshire, having suc- 
ceeded in 1745 to the Earldom of Suffolk, on the failure of male issue in 
the elder branch of the family, the two titles of Suffolk and Berkshire be- 
came united, and are now enjoyed by Thomas Howard, F.S.A., who is 
colonel of the Wiltshire militia. A Sir John Howard was high sheriff of this 
county, 8 Edw. IV., 1468, Of the Howards who have been connected 
with the Representative History of Berkshire — 

Sir Francis, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1603, succeeding on 
the demise of Mr. Durdent. He was the second son of Sir WiUiam Howard, 
of Lingfield, co. Surrey, and nephew of Sir Charles Howard, second Baron 
Effingham^ so famous for his memorable defeat of the Spanish armada, who 
subsequently was created Earl of Nottingham. Sir Francis, who is de- 
scribed as of Great Bookham, married Jane, daughter of Sir William 
Monson, of Elinnersley, in Surrey, and on his demise was succeeded by his 
eldest son, — 

Sir Charles, who sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 1614-20. 
This gentleman married Frances, daughter of Sir George Courthorpe, of 
Whiligh, CO. Sussex, and dying in 1672, left issue, Francis, who succeeded 
as 5th Lord Howard of Effingham, and George, whose great-great-grand- 
son, Henry Howard, is the present Lord Howard of Effingham. 

Sir Edward was returned for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1623, 
but made his election for Calne. For particulars of him see Wiltshire. 

Thomas, sat for Wallingford in the 2nd Parliament of 1640, until his 
disablement, 15 Sept. 1646, for deserting the service of the house, being 
in the king's quarters, £md adhering to that party. Mr. Howard there- 
upon joined Charles I. at Oxford, and served in the Convention or Anti- 
parliament. 

HowARTH, Henry, sat for Abingdon in the Parliament of 1780, sue- 



154 BERKSHIRB. 

ceeding on the retirement of Mr. Mayor in 1782. He did not continue 
long in the representation of this borough, for on the 1 1th of May of the 
ensuing year, 1783, he was unfortunately drowned in a boating excursion 
near Mortlake, about the 36th year of his age. Mr. Howarth, though 
young, had already obtained a silk gown, and was one of the most promising 
lawyers of his day. So great was his practice at the bar, that in the year 
prior to his death he had realized by his professional talents 7600 guineas. 
An account of the Howarth family will be given in our history of Radnor. 

HucKS. The Hucks's held for a considerable time the manor of North 
Moreton, now in the possession of Henry Hucks Gibbs, Esq., as also the 
lease of the site of the castle of, and the priory estate attached to, Walling- 
ford. 

William sat for Abingdon in the Parliament of 1708,* and for Wallingford 
in the Parliaments of 1715*-22*-27*-34,* seceding from the last on his 
demise the 28th November, 1740. He was brewer to the royal household, 
and is described as of St. Giles's, Middlesex. In 1708 he voted in favour 
of the act for naturalising foreign protestants, and was opposed to Dr. 
Sacheverel. In 1719 he supported the bill for strengthening the protestant 
interest. His son, — 

RoBBRT, sat for Abingdon in the Parliaments of 17^2-57-34. This gen- 
tleman was also an eminent brewer, of Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury, 
a trustee for the colony of Georgia, and an F.R.S. He died the 2 1st Dec. 
1745. In 1729 he voted in favour of the grant of £115,000 for making 
good the arrears of the civil list : — ^in 1733 supported Sir Robert Walpole's 
excise scheme : — and in 1734 voted against the repeal of the septennial act. 

Hughes, William Lewis, (now Lord Dinorben) sat for Wallingford in 
the Parliaments of 1802-6-7-12-18-20-26-30-31, seceding from the last on 
being raised to the peerage as Baron Dinorben, ofKinmel Park, co, Denbigh, 
10 Sept. 1831. His lordship's father, the Rev. Edward Hughes, (son of 
Hugh Hughes, of Lliniog, by Mary Griffiths, his wife) was an opulent pro- 
prietor of the Parisian mine company. He purchased a manor in Letcombe 
Regis, and left, (by his wife, Mary, dau. and co- heiress of Robert Lewis, of 
LlysduUas, co. Anglesey,) at his decease in 1815, besides the member for 
WaUingford, two sons, Hugh Robert Huohes, of Beach Hill, co. Chester, 
and Colonel James Hughes, C.B.f Lord Dinorben, who is major com- 
mandant of the royal Anglesey militia, and mihtia aide-de-camp to the 
Queen, has been twice married ; 1st, to Charlotte Margaret, dau. of Ralph 
WiUiam Grey, Esq. of Backworth, co. Northumberland, by whom he has 
a numerous issue ; and 2ndly, Gertrude, daughter of Grice Sm)rth, Esq. of 
Balle3matray, co. Waterford, and sister of H.R.H. the Princess of Capua. J 

* See noteti on these elections, pages 85, 94, 96. 

+ The gallant colonel, who entered the army in 1800, served with the 18th hussars 
in Spain and Portugal, under Sir John Moore, including the cavalrj actions at Mayorga, 
where he was wounded, and at Benevente, and the retreat to and the battle of Corunna, 
where he commanded the last picket of British cavalry, which remained until the whole 
embarkation had taken place. He was subsequently engaged at Morales, Vittoria, the 
Pyrenees, Nivielle, Orthes, the passage of the Gavenne, Croix D'Orade, Toulouse, &c. 
For these brilliant services he received a medal and two clasps. He died 28 November, 
1845. 

t The Hughes's are further connected by marriage with the Stanhopes, Earls of 
Harrington,, the Williams's, Baronets of Penryn, the Lioyds, of Mostyn, and the 
BuLKBLEYS, Baionets of Barou Hill. 
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In the hoose his lordship advocated whig principles. In 1805 he sided 
with the majority in a vote of censure against Loni Melville ; in 1808 he 
voted with the minority in favour of a motion for a committee to inquire 
into the Roman Catholic petition; in 1809 he sided with the chancellor of 
the exchequer's resolution relative to the Duke of York ; in 1810 he opposed 
the committal of Sir Francis Burdett to the Tower. In 1817 his name 
appears in the list of minority who voted for Sir F. Burdett' s motion for a 
committee on the state of the representation; and in 18^1 also with the 
minority in favour of the Marquess of Tavistock's motion for enqidry into 
the conduct of ministers with regard to the proceedings against Queen 
Charlotte. 

HvKE, Edward, sat for Windsor in the Parliament q/" 1588. 

Hyde. This family, now represented in the junior branch, (the senior 
being extinct) by Charles Htde, £sq. of Hyde-End, co. Berks, and for- 
merly of the East India Company's Civil Service, in the presidency of 
Madras, was originally seated at Denchworth, the manor of which place 
was conveyed to it by the Lovedays in 1383, in the person of John A. H. 
Hyde, son and heir of William Db La Hyde, of Hyde, in North Dench- 
worth and Southcote, in this parish, whose great- grandfather Roger, with 
whom the pedigree of the family commences, flourished about the year 1220. 
The Hydes subsequently removed to Kingston- Lisle, the manor of which 
place, they had held at the period of its sale, in 1750, for many years. They 
have served the office of high sheriff of Berkshire and Oxfordshire, 5 Edw. 
VI., 1551, and of Berkshire alone, 36 Elizabeth, 1593 ; 21 James I., 
1623 ; and 14 Charles I., 1638. Of this family— 

William, sat for the county in the 2nd Parliament of 155S, in the Par- 
liament o/*1554, and in the Parliament of 1555, and for St. Germans, in 
Cornwall, in 1563. He died in 1567. He was the son of William Hyde, 
Esq., ninth in descent from Roger above mentioned, by Margery, daughter 
of John Cater of Letcombe. He married Alice, daughter of Sir Thomas 
Essex, Knt of Lambome, by whom he had a numerous issue. Of these his 
eldest son William, was father of Sib George, of whom presently as 
M.P. for this county. His second son, Arthur, afterwards Sir Arthur, 
establishing himself at Ceorganedo, co. Cork, became the founder of an 
Irish branch of the family, now represented by John Hyde, Esq. of Castle 
Hyde, co. Cork, one of the Esquires of the Order of St. Patrick, to the 
Earl of Shannon, at the Installation, 29 June, 1809. Mr. Hyde's fifth son, 
Hugh, of Alnwickes, in Letcombe Regis, is the immediate ancestor of the 
present representative of the family. The county member's brother, 

Oliver, sat for Abingdon in the Parliaments of 1557-63, seceding from 
the last, on his demise in 1566. He was the first gentleman who repre- 
sented Abingdon on its becoming enfranchised. 

George, (afterwards Sir George) sat for the county in the Parliament 
of 1601 ; a gentleman of the same name, also represented Tamworth in the 
preceding Parliament of 1597. He was created knight of the bath, by 
James I. in 1603, and died in 16^3. In 1617, he sold the estate of Dench- 
worth to Su- William Cockayne. His brother, 

Robert, (afterwards Sir Robert,) sat for Abingdon m the Parliaments 
(f 1614-20. He was a pensioner to King James. 

William, sat for the county in the Cromwellian Parliament of\6S6, In 
looking through the pedigree of the Hydes, we find them aUied by marriage 
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with the Yates, Lyons, Woodcocks, Fettiplaces, and Fullers of this county, 
as also with the Fitzwilliams's^ Barons FitzwiUiams, the Barons of Balti- 
more^ the Ferrers of Tarn worth Castle, &c. 

Inchiquin, William, Earl of, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 
1722, for Tamworth in 1727, for Camelford in 1741, and for Aylesbury in 
1747* For particulars of his lordship see Buckinghamshire. 

Ingram, Sir Arthur, Knt., sat for Windsor in the 1st Parliament of 1640. 
He also represented Appleby in 1614-20-23, and York m 1623-25-26-28. 
For particulars of him see Yorkshire. 

IsHERWooD, Henry, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1796, which 
he represented but for a few months, dying the 22nd January, 1 797. His 
political principles were conservative. Mr. Isherwood purchased in I786 
the lease of the manor of Old Windsor from the Powney family. The present 
representative of the family is the Rev. George J. Isherwood of the Hermit- 
age. The borough member's father, the architect of his own fortune, rose from 
a menial capacity to affluence. He came originally from Malton in York- 
shire, and while in service at the Christopher Inn, Eton, had the good for- 
tune, owing to his neat and dapper appearance, to engage the affections of 
a young woman of property, whom he espoused. With the capital thus at 
his command, he embarked in the business of a brewer, and became 
eminently successful, so much so indeed, that his son^the member for 
Windsor disposed of the brewery for £70,000. 

Jennings. This family, seated at Shipton, co. Oxford, appears to have 
held for a period the manor of Sulhamsted- Bannister. We find it men- 
tioned in Lyson's Britannia, that a lady of the name of Jennings founded 
an, almshouse at Harwell in 1716 for six poor widows, and endowed it with 
an allowance of 2«. 6d, weekly to each, and an annual sum for clothes. A 
RichEird Jennings executed the office of high sheriff of this county, 30 
Charles II. 1678. 

William, sat for Wallingford in the Parliaments of 1688*-90-95-l700- 
0l*-02-05*-08, until his demise in 1709. He was one of the Pousineers 
who were said to have been influenced by M. Poussin the French agent. In 
1702, he opposed the lords' amendments to a bill for the further security 
of the Hanoverian succession, and in 1704, against tacking on the oc- 
casional conformity to the land tax bill. 

James, sat for Abingdon in the Parliaments of 1710-15, succeeding to 
the first on the acceptance of office, of Sir Simon Harcourt. He voted in 
1713 against the French commerce bill, in 1716, against repealing the 
triennial act, and in 1719, against the bill for strengthening the protestant 
interest. 

Johnston, Sir William, Bart., sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 
1796, succeeding on the demise of Mr. Isherwood in 1797. The honourable 
baronet's family seated at Hilltown House, near Aberdeen, and now 
represented by his son Sir William Bacon, 7th baronet, claims descent 
from Stiven de Johnston who lived temp. King David Bruce, and who was 
brother to the Laird of Johnston in Annandale. In the list of great names 

* See note on these elections, page 94. 
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which adorn the pedigree of this family, the most historic are those of 
William Johnston, a man of great loyalty, who fell on the field of 
Flodden, anno 1513, his grandson, William, who fell fighting under 
the royal standard at Pinkie in 1547, Arthur, a man of great erudition, 
who. having studied physic, became eminent in that profession, and was 
physician in ordinary to King Charles I. ; he was principal of Marischal 
CoUege, Aberdeen, and holds among the Latin poets of Scotland, the next 
rank to the elegant Buchanan. He was laureated at Paris when he was 
about twenty years of age. Sir George, who was created a baronet by 
royal patent, temp. Charles I. , is reputed to have been a man of consi- 
derable abilities and merit. He was sheriff of Aberdeen in 1630. Sir 
John, the 3rd baronet, served in the army under William III., and was 
present at the battle of the Boyne. He is chiefly memorable, however, for 
his unfortunate end, which was brought about under the following circum- 
stances. Induced to assist his friend the Hon. CaptBin James Campbell, in 
eloping with and marr3ring Miss Mary Wharton, a young lady of fortune, he, 
subsequently, owing to the influence of the Wharton family, was arrested as a 
coadjutor, tried, and executed, 31st Dec, 1690. This extremely harsh 
sentence is but a striking proof of the very great height to which the ani- 
mosities between the English and the Scotch people were carried in that time. 
Sir John, the cousin of the foregoing and 4th baronet, enraged at the 
fate of his predecessor, strenuously opposed the union, and took part with 
the Earl of Mar in the disastrous battle of Sherifl'-Muir, where he lost his 
son. Sir William, the 6th baronet, was a captain in the navy, and dying 
in 1794, left by his wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Captain Cleland of the 
Clelands, a son and successor, William, the member for Windsor. This 
gentleman died at the Hague, 13th January, 1844. In early life he 
entered the army and served in India during the war against the French, 
taking part in seven actions, and in the capture of several forts on the 
coast of Malabar. In 1798, he raised a regiment of fencible infantry for 
general service, *' the Prince of Wales's own," which was reduced at the 
short peace of 1802. Sir William, whose ancestors had already allied 
themselves by marriage with the noble families of Forbes, Errol, Sandi- 
lands, &c., added additional lustre to his connections, in the persons of his 
two wives : Mary, daughter of John Bacon, Esq., of Shrubland Hall, co. 
Suflblk, (lineally descended from the lord keeper Bacon, whose third son 
was the great philosopher. Sir Francis Bacon, lord chancellor of England, 
and Baron Verulam ;) and Maria, only daughter of John Bacon, Esq., of 
Fryem House, co. Middlesex, (the youngest son of a branch of the Shrub- 
land family, settled in Cumberland, temp. Henry VIII., which numbers 
among its members, the celebrated Friar Bacon, of the 12th century), and 
mother of the present baronet. The member for Windsor, in addition to 
his seat at Hilltown, was also of Burnham Grove, co. Bucks. The baro- 
net's political principles were of the conservative school. 

Kbnt, Clbment, sat for WdUingford in the Parliament of 1705* and 
for Reading in the Parliament of 17^2. Mr. Kent, — who was seated at 
Thatcham, the manor of Crokeham in which parish came to him through 
his grandfather, Sebastian Lyford, Esq., and which he sold in 1729 to 
Bulstrode Peachey Knight, Esq., — ^was a justice of the peace for this county. 
He died the 26th December, 1746. 

• See note on ibis election; page 94. 
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Kepprl, Thb Hon. Augustus, (afterwards Viscount Kefpbl,) zatfor 
Windsor in the Parliaments of 1761-8-74. He also represented Chi- 
chester in the Parliament of 1754, (seceding on the elevation of Viscount 
Bay, to the earldom of Albemarle. 4th December, 1754), and Surrey 
in 1780, the latter seat he resigned on being elevated to the peerage.* 
This distinguished naval officer, (details of whose family will be found in 
our history of Norfolk, in which county, at Quiddenham, the present chief 
of the stock, William Charles Keppel, Earl of Albbmarlb. possesses a 
seat), was the second son of the second and brother of the third earl of Albe- 
marle. Bom the 25th April, 17^5, he commenced his severe ordeal at the 
early age of ten, quitting Westminster school, for the cockpit of the Oxford 
frigate. After having passed through the usual novitiate during about five 
years, the first two off the coast of Guinea, and the other three in the 
Mediterranean, he was appointed in 1740 to the Centurion^ commanded by 
the celebrated Anson, and destined to form part of the most remarkable 
expedition in our naval history, that which first circumnavigated the world ; 
and it was during this expedition that Keppel formed those professional 
connections and friendships which lasted through his life, and coloured and 
modified its varied and eventful course. The singular blunders and contretems 
attending the early portion of Anson's expedition, added to the strange 
neglect — if it were nothing worse — exhibited in the equipment of the 
squadron, led to results so disastrous as to (by a sort of contradictory re- 
action), throw a peculiar brilliance and eclat over the ultimate success of an 
enterprise, nine-tenths of the elements of which were destroyed before the 
success was achieved. Out of the six men-of-war and two store-ships 
which composed Anson's squadron, only one, the Centurion, Anson and 
Keppel's own ship, returned to the British shores. In this expedition, 
there was some hard fighting, especially at the attack of Fayta, where our 
hero had a narrow escape, the peak of his jockey-cap being shaved off close 
to his temple, and at the capture of the Neustra Senora de Cava Donza, a 
rich prize of greatly superior force, on which occasion Keppel displayed so 
much bravery and judgment, as to win his commission as lieutenant. On 
the return of the Centurion, 14th June, 1744, four years after her depar- 
ture, the French had just declared war against England, and Keppel was 
appointed to the Dreadnought, but was shortly afterwards removed on pro- 
motion to the Wolf, Within three months we find him again transferred, 
as post captain, to the Greyhound, a twenty gun ship, and from the Grey^ 
hound to the Sapphire, of forty-four guns. While giving chase to the French 
privateer, the last mentioned vessel received such severe injury as to require 
extensive repairs. But the young captain, impatient of loitering idly on 
shore, when prizes and honours were afloat, so earnestly solicited for imme- 
diate emplo3anent, as to receive an appointment to the Maidstone, in which 
fifty gun ship he quickly contrived to capture a couple of French privateers. 
Having, however, the misfortune subsequently to lose his vessel by wreck, 
he was brought to a court-martial, which honourably acquitting him of all 
blame, he was forthwith appointed to the Anson of sixty guns ; but in the 
following year, (1748,) the war being concluded, this vessel became a guard 
ship. Keppel's great activity and skill being at this time duly appreciated, 

* The family of Keppel is mentioned by Ltson as having property in this county. 
" These manors (of Clewer) are now the property of the Hon. Mrs Keppel, widow of 
the Bishop of Exeter, having been bequeathed to her by her father, Sir Edward Wal- 
pole." — Magna Britannia. 
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he was entrusted with a diplomatic mission to the Barbary states, to call 
the Mahommedans to account for sundry piracies and other lawless acts, 
appomted to the chief command in the Mediterranean, and raised to the 
rank of a commodore ; a rank if we mistake not, never attained in any 
other instance, by so young a man. It was his old ship the Centurion in 
which he sailed upon this mission, (April 1749). KeppeFs next appoint- 
ment was on an expedition to North America, to which he sailed, still in the 
Centurion, with a commodore's commission, and the chief command of all 
the ships on that station. On his return in 1755, a war between France and 
£ngland being again imminent, he was appointed to the Swiftsure of seventy 
guns, and afew i|iQnths afterwards was removed to the Torhay seventy-four, in 
which he remained five years, with singular good fortune in all the cruises he 
undertook. In the next year, 1757> the celebrated court-martial on Admiral 
Byng took place, and it is a strong and striking evidence in favour of 
KeppeFs judgment and foresight, that, although the junior member of the 
court, he made the most strenuous exertions to avert a sentence which has 
long been regarded as a disgrace, not merely to the tribunal which pro- 
. nounced it, and the government which carried its sentence into effect, but a 
blot upon the whole nation itself which permitted it. After a cruise or two with 
their lucky accompaniments of prize taking, Keppel was doomed to bear 
a part in the imsuccessful expedition against Rochfort, under Sir Edward 
Hawke. We next meet with him at ti^e brilliant and decisive capture of 
Goree, when he hoisted for the first time his broad pennant on board the 
Torbay, as chief in command of the squadron engaged in that afifair. In 
Hawke's action off Ushant, the 20th Nov., 1759, Keppel took a conspicuous 
part, as also in the siege of Belleisle, the blockade of the western coast of 
France, the siege of the Havannab, &c., which resulted in his obtaining 
increased popukority, honour, and esteem. Nor were these actions without 
pecuniary profit to himself, for we find that his prize money in the 
Havannah afi^ur, in which he was second in command, amounted to £24,000. 
The return of peace did not altogether afford Keppel that repose which 
thirty years of arduous and unremitting active service are stated to have 
made essential for the re-establishment of his health, which had suffered 
during its exposure to the hardships of a West Indian cUmate ; for, on 
Lord Egmont succeeding to the situation of first lord of the admiralty in 
1765, Admiral Keppel was appointed one of the junior lords. In 1/66, 
he hoisted his flag in the Catharine yacht, to convey to Rotterdam the 
princess, Caroline Matilda, the ill-fated bride of the King of Denmark. 
On his return on some changes being made in the ministry> he resigned his 
seat at the board. On a brevet of flag officers in October 1770, he was 
promoted to the rank of rear admiral of the red, and three days afterwards, 
to that of vice admiral of the blue. In 1778, when hostilities with France 
and Spain were on the eve of breaking out, he was appointed to the 
command of the channel fleet. 

Setting sail firom England on the 13th Jtme, he had been but a few days 
on his station, when hostilities broke out owing to his detention of the 
Licome, a French frigate, encountered under very suspicious circumstances. 
Papers found on board this vessel, and the examination of prisoners, ac- 
quainted the admiral that the French force was too strong for him ; and, 
in pursuance of the express injunctions contained in his secret orders, in 
place of attacking Brest, he returned at once to England for reinforce- 
ment. The organs of the government party to which he was opposed, lost 
no opportunity of misrepresenting this act of prudent obedience, and he 

N 3 
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was even threatened with the fate of Byng. In this trpng juncture, liis 
temper and sense supported him. Instead of wasting time in vain excul- 
pation, or throwing the hlame, where the hlame alone was due, he betook 
himself energeticaUy to equip a stronger fleet for sea, and on the 19th July 
was again under weigh, the ships being disposed in three divisions, the van 
commanded by Sir Robert Harland, the centre by Keppel^ and the rear by 
Sir Hugh Palliser. The latter officer in the action which ensued, neglect- 
ing the signal orders given him, quitted the post assigned to him^ in the 
middle of the engagement, and did not return to it the rest of the day ; 
and the ships in his division, foUowing his motion, were equally in- 
active. This serious defection produced the results which might have been 
expected. The action was suspended, night came on, and the French fleet 
got away, in spite of the able conduct of Admiral Keppel who, as 
may be easily imagined, felt sorely chagrined. Still however, unwilling to 
expose the character of one, whom he had deemed his friend, in an official 
dispatch, his strictures on Sir Hugh Falliser's conduct, in that document, 
were so moderate as to call forth no reprimand from government. At a 
subsequent period, however, on declaring his feelings more openly, Palliser 
most unaccountably demanded a court-martial on his chief, for his conduct 
on the occasion referred to. The result of the enquiry is well known. 
Keppel passed through the ordeal, not only unscathed, but in a manner 
that raised his name, in public opinion, to the pinnacle of fame. His ac- 
quittal was followed by his resignation of the command of the Western 
squadron, a period with which his services afloat terminate. Not so, however, 
his political career, for on the overthrow of the Sandwich administration in 
178S2, and the formation of the Rockingham, Keppel was appointed first lord 
of the admiralty, and sworn in one of the members of the privy council, an 
advancement attended immediately afterwards by professional promotion ; 
and his exaltation to the rank of viscount. On the 8th of April, he was 
made admiral of the white, and on the 29th of the same month was 
created Viscount Kbppbl, of Elvedon, co. Sufiblk. His station of first 
commissioner of the admiralty he quitted for a few weeks, on the 28th 
January, 1783, but resumed it again on the 8th of April ensuing, the cele- 
brated coalition then taking place between a select number of his lordship's 
party, and several of the leading persons of the former ex-ministry, who 
had in the preceding year, been ranked amongst the most violent of his 
enemies. He retained his high station only till the SOth of December fol- 
lowing, when a political convulsion, equal to that which first introduced 
him to it, caused him finally to quit this public character of first minister 
of marine. He survived but a very few years, dying on the 2nd of 
October, 1786, having been long afflicted with the gout and other grievous 
bodily infirmities, in the sixty-third year of his age. 

The life of Admiral Keppel,* has within the last few years been laid be- 
fore the public by the Hon. and Rev. Thomas Keppel, a gentleman, who 
owing to his first professional choice, entered upon his task, with that de- 
gree of interest so necessary for the production of a good book. His 
access to private documents and his collection of official papers have given an 
air of authenticity to his work. From these, we find the mental qualities 
of the admiral fully developed, replete with every amiable feature, kind, 
benevolent and sincere, he appears to have been a man liberal in his po- 

• The Life of Augustus Keppel, Admiral of the White and First Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, in 17&2-3. By the Hon. and Rby. Thomas Kbppbl, 2 vols. 8vo. London, 
1842. 
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lidcal opinions, which were those of his family and most intimate friends, 
Rockingham, Shelbume, Richmond, Burke, Fox, &c. He was a brave 
and honourable man ; but the brilliant successes and merry incidents which 
make the lives of some of our naval heroes more thrilling than a romance, 
were denied to him. It is true that the peculiarities of his position with 
respect to the government, and the misconstruction to which one of his 
most important actions was exposed, checquer the narrative of his services ; 
but the record can be laid down and resumed at pleasure, whereas from 
the biographies of Nelson, CoUingwood, Exmouth and Sir Sidney Smith, 
it is difficult to part, when once the book is in hand. Keppel had few 
enemies either in the service or out of it ; and he lived long enough to 
conciliate the affections of all. " I ever looked on Lord Keppel/' says 
Burke, " as one of the greatest and best men of his age ; and I loved and 
cultivated him accordingly much in my heart ; and, I believe I was in his 
to the very last beat." His political principles were inherited from an- 
cestors who for centuries had been the citizens of a free state, and whose 
descendants shared in our own revolution of 1688. "Reason and expe- 
rience,*' says his biographer, confirmed these sentiments in him ; and he 
was, throughout his life, the pteady and fearless supporter of civil and re- 
ligious freedom, even when an opposite course, or neutrality alone, would 
have smoothed and accelerated his professional advancement.** Keppel 
is said to have inherited a peculiar charm of manner, which enhanced the 
effect of his other good qualities. His figure was smaU, and his features 
very pleasing, albeit his nose was disfigured in a struggle with a foot-pad. 
Such qualities accelerated the rapid promotion which his mere interest 
would have secured ; accordingly he entered the service at the cabin - 
windows, was posted at nineteen, lost a ship, and was reappointed to an- 
other ere his trial had taken place ; was commodore of a squadron before 
he was twenty- four ; and a flag -promotion was extended on purpose to in- 
clude him. 

Knapp, George, sat for Abingdon in the Parliament of 1807, until his 
decease in 1810. He was a banker of this borough which he had un- 
successfully contested at the two pravious elections 1802 and 1806, against 
Sir Thomas Metcalfe, Bart. Mr. Knapp was of whig principles. He 
voted in 1 808 with the minority in favour of Mr. Whitbread*s motion, re- 
lative to the Copenhagen expedition ; in 1809, with the minority against 
the chancellor of the exchequer's motion relative to the Duke of York ; 
with the minority in favour of Mr. Maddock's motion against Mr. Perceval 
and Lord Castlereagh ; and with the minority in favour of Sir Francis 
Burdett's motion for parliamentary reform. His family has been seated in 
this county for many generations, and claims as one of its members 
Matthew Knapp, Esq. the present representative of the Knapps, of Lin- 
ford, CO. Bucks. 

Knight, a family of this name formerly possessed the manors of Fre- 
thome, Ruscomb - Newbury, and Crokeham in this county ; Walter 
Knight, of Childrey, was high sheriff of Berkshire, in 1722- 

Nathaniel, sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1679-80-81. 

Robert, sat for Wallingford in the Parliaments of 1826-80-31, suc- 
ceeding to the first on the retirement of Mr. Robarts. He is the natural 
eon of the Earl of Catherlough, for particulars of whom see Lincoln- 
shire. His lordship devised all his estates in the counties of Warwick, 
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Worcester and Flint to the member for this borongh, who is seated at 
Barrels, co. Warwick. Mr. Knight, who was bom 3rd March, 1768, 
married 12th June, 1791, Frances, youngest daughter of Charles, 8th 
Lord Dormer, through whom he possessed for a time the mansion of Elms- 
hurst, in Buckinghamshire. His youngest daughter Georgiana, married in 
1828, Edward Bolton King, Esq, of Umberslade. co. Warwick, M.P. for 
Warwick from 1831 to 1837; Mr. Knight served the office of high sheriff 
of Warwickshire, 1797. In the house he advocated liberal principles. 

Knollts. This family, described as of Fern Hill, co. Berks, and of 
Thame, co. Oxford, with which the present Sir Francis Charl£8 
Knowlbs, Bart.* of Lovel Hill in this county, claims common ancestry, 
was descended from Sir Robert Knollys seneschal of Guienne, temp. 
Edward III., lieutenant of firetagne, general of the forces under the Black 
Prince, " qui ampUssimum patrimonium in Britannia habebat, ac gloria, 
belli sanguinisque nobilitate prsestabat ;'* styled by the French, " Le Ve- 
ritable Demon de Guerre ;" for full details of this family, see Oxford- 
shire. Of its members who have been connected with this county and its 
borough, 

Henry, sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1558-63-71. He was 
the eldest son of Sir Francis, M.P. for Oxford, (which see), and married 
Mary, daughter and heiress of Sir Ambrose Cave, Kat, Chancellor of Lan- 
caster. He appears to have been educated at Magdalen College, Oxford, 
and is described as *' liberatissima literature egregie ditabus." His brother, 

Robert, (afterwards Sir Robert) sat for Reading in the Parliaments 
of 1572-85-86-88, and for the county of Brecon. He was a knight of the 
bath, and had by his wife, a Miss Higham, a son Robert, of whom pre- 
sently. His brother, 

Richard, sat for WaUingford in the Parliaments of 1585-6. His brother, . 

Sir Francis, sat for the county in the Parliaments of lb97 ^1603, and 
for Reading in those q/* 1640-40. He was also M.P. for Oxford, which 
county see for particulars of him. He received from Queen Elizabeth, the 
grants of Whitley Park, and of the manor of Battle in this county, and re- 
sided in the Abbey House of Reading during the civil war. His second 
son, 

Francis, (afterwards Sir Francis) sat for the county in the Parliaments 
0/1614-25, and for Reading in those of 1625-26-28-40-40. until his demise 
in 1645. He married Ellen, daughter of Richard Milles, Esq. of Nether 
Wiuchenden, and left issue, through whom came in the third generation, 
Francis, the member for Reading, of whom presently. Sir Franci8*8 elder 
brother, 

« Sir Francis's grandfather, Sir Gharlss, a naval officer of flag rank was created 
for his distinguished services a Barokst, 3l8t October, 1765. He was appointed by 
the Empress of Russia in 1770, chief president of her imperial majesty's admiralty, 
with a seat in the Russian council. Dying 9th December, 1777, he left by his wife, 
Maria M. T. Bouquet, a lady of an old Lorraine family, a son. Sir Charles Hbnrt, 
also in the naval service, who assisted in the American war, and in the war of the 
French Revolution. Like his father, he obtained flag rank. He married Charlotte, 
daughter of Charles Johnstone, of Ludlow, Esq. and first cousin to Sir John Vanden 
Bempde Johnstone, Bart., M.P. for Yorkshire, and on his demise 28th November, 
1831, was succeeded by his eldest son. Sir Francis, the present and third baronet, a 
barrister-at-law, and a knight of St. John of Jerusalem, who married in 1831, Emma, 
4th daughter of Sir George Pocock, Bart, by whom he has issue. 
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Sir Robvrt, satfbr the county in the Parliament of 1620 Jhr Abingdon in 
those of 1625-6, and for WalUngford in that of 1628. His coasin, 

Robert, sat for Abingdon in the Parliament of 1623. This gentleman 
was the son, as we have already stated, of the Sir Robert, the member for 
Reading and Brecon. He married Joanna, daughter of Sir John Wolsten- 
holme, Ent. of Dronfield, co. Derby, and left issue, Robert, through whom 
came Robert the member for Oxford, (which county see) whose son, 

Francis, sat for Reading in the Parliament of I7OO.* He died in 1701. 
By his wife, Elizabeth, youngest daughter of John Striblehill, Esq. of Thame, 
CO. Oxford, he left with other issue, a son Richard, who marrying Elizabeth, 
daughter and coheiress of Humphrey Thayer, E^q. of Theydon, co. Essex, 
a commissioner of excise, had a son. 

Sir Francis, who sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1/61. He was 
created a baronet, 1 April, 1754, and served the office of high sheriff of 
Oxford, in 1757« He married Mary, daughter and heiress of Sir Robert 
Kendall Cater, Knt. of Kempston, co. Bedford, and dying the 20th June, 
1772, without issue, the baronetcy became extinct, t 

Lbfeyre, Charles Shaw, sat for Reading in the Parliaments o/l 802-6- 
7-12-18, and previously for Newton, in the Isle of Wight, in 1796. The 
borough member, whose patronymic was Shaw, was the only son of the 
Rev. George Shaw, (by Maria Green, his wife) an exemplary and en- 
lightened clergyman of the establishment, resident in Yorkshire. Bom in 
1759, he received his education at Trinity College, Cambridge, of which he 
became a fellow, and in 1780, a wrangler. Destined for the bar, he en- 
tered at Lincoln's Inn, and attended the midland circuit for several years. In 
1789> (Sept 2,) he married Helena, only daughter of John Lbfevrs, Esq. 
of Heckfidd Place, co. Hants, (whose family originally came from Rouen,) 
by Helena, daughter of Lister Selman, Esq. of Old Ford, co. Middlesex. 
Coming into the possession shortly afterwards, of an ample fortune, on the 
demise of his father-in-law, Mr. Shaw assumed the name of Lefevre, and 
fixed his residence at Reading. Retiring from the legal profession, he be- 
came an active magistrate for Hampshire, and so distinguished himself in 
that character by his assiduity and intelligence, as to succeed on the death of 
Mr. Sergeant Kerby, to the chairmanship of the quarter sessions, an office 
the duties of which he continued to execute for several years. He subse- 
quently became recorder of Basingstoke. From the Berkshire Chronicle 
of 1823, in which is recorded the death of this gentleman, we glean the 
foUowing particulars, as connected with Mr. Lefevre's return for Reading, 
at the general election of 1802. At that period, the inhabitants of the 
borough, conceiving that the old interest which had long preponderated 
there might be overturned, looked out for a man of character and opulence, 
that would come forward as their champion, and assert their independence. 
In this critical juncture, all eyes were turned towards their neighbour, Mr. 
Lefevre, as the fittest person for this purpose. A few friends accordingly 
waited on him with a tender of their services, and he answered nobly to 
their call. A contest ensued of the most severe nature ; but under such a 
leader, and so supported, the conffict was not long doubtful, and it ended 
in the return of Mr. Lefevre, by a decided and triumphant majority. He 
was at the same election returned for Bodmin. Once seated for the borough, 

* See note on this election, page 90. 

t For an iugenious parallel between this family and that of Norrbys, see post, page 
183, note. 
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he was afterwards so firmly supported by his friends, that he maintained 
his post through four successive elections, against all opposition. At the last 
general election in 1820, in consequence of his declining health, which had 
obliged him to seek a milder climate, he with great reluctance withdrew 
from public life, and resigned into the hands of his constituents, the trust 
which he had held so long, so honorably to himself, and so advantageously 
to the borough of Reading. 

A frequent debater in the House, we meet with his name for the first time 
in Cobbett's Parliamentary History, in the discussion in the commons on 
the assessed taxes bill, 4 January, 1 798, when he expressed his approbation 
of the bill, and hoped that genUemen would second its operation by volun- 
tary contributions. In the session of 1799, he moved an address to his 
majesty, which was an echo of the speech from the throne, and was agreed 
to. On this occasion, i^ter reviewing the gallant efforts of the archduke of 
Austria, the successes of Marshal Suwarrow, the services of Captain Trow- 
bridge in Naples, and Sir Sydney Smith, in Egypt, he advised an increase 
of the standing army. 

In 1803, on the debate (May 25) on the king's message, relative to 
the dissensions with France, he observed that he gloried in supporting the 
address, as it afforded him an opportunity of expressing his indignation at 
the overbearing conduct of France. In opposing the additional force bill, 
in the ensuing session, he did so on many grounds, especially as it would 
go to impose a direct and permanent tax upon the landed property of the 
country. On the 27th May, 1805, he opposed the motion relative to the 
Lancaster justices' bill. In the next session, we meet with Mr. Lefevre's 
name in the debates on the repeal of the additional force bill, the army 
estimates, and the committee of supply. On the debate on the poor law 
bill, 13 April, 1807, he proposed that as that question required deliberate 
and calm consideration, it should be postponed. In the July following, on 
the question of the defence of the country, he supported the army of re- 
serve act, and expressed doubts whether a supplemental militia could be 
raised to the full extent proposed. In the same month, we find him op- 
posing the motion of reward of £10,000 to Dr. Jenner, for his vaccine in- 
oculation, &c. upon the grounds that that gentleman's system was not infal* 
lible, and if infiedhble, that it had been discovered in Dorsetshire, so early as 
1777. On Sir Samuel Romilly*s motion for some amendment in the crimi* 
nal law, brought forward in the session of 1808, Mr. Lefevre applauded 
the humanity of the learned gentleman, but expressed his disapprobation 
, of the county stock being effected by the measures proposed, except in 
extreme cases. In 1809, he opposed Lord Castlereagh's militia enlisting 
bill. In 181U, he supported two petitions from his own borougfi, the first 
praying for the release of Sir Francis Burdett, and Mr. John Gale Jones, 
from confinement, and the second advocating a reform in parliament, which 
latter he presented to the house, and supported in person^ on the lOtJi May. 
In 1816, we find him opposing the coroners bill, on the grounds that he 
objected to the imposition of any additional burdens on the people, by 
whom the coroners' salaries were paid. The last occasion on which we 
meet with Mr. Lefevre's name as connected with the debates in the House, 
is on the discussion on the parish vestries bill, 7 May, 1818, when he ex- 
pressed his doubts as to the measures proposed. He had presented a pe- 
tition against the bill from the town of Reading, where he said the poor 
rates had always been exceedingly well managed by the ordinary vestries. 
With respect to the divisions of the House, Mr. Lefevre voted in 1805, 
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with the majority in favour of Mr. Whitbread's motion of censure against 
Lord Melville, — ^in 1809, with the minority in fevour of the chanceUor of the 
exchequer's motion relative to the conduct of the Duke of York, in favour 
of Sir Francis Burdett's motion for parliamentary reform , &c. From what has 
been here stated, there can be no difficulty in drawing the political character 
of Mr. Lefevre. His frequent attendance in parliament and on committees, 
prove him to have been eminently a man of industry and business, while his 
intimate acquaintance with the forms and ceremonies connected with the 
House, rendered him an invaluable coadjutor. In this respect, he has only 
been excelled by his son the present Spbaksr. His struggles alone for 
reform, have been sufficient to place his name high on the hberal list. 

Mr. Lefevre died at Whitehall Place, the 27 April, 1823, in the 64th year 
of his age, leaving behind him three sons, The Right Hon. Charlek 
Shaw, M.P. for Hants, (which county, see for particulars of him). John 
Gkorob, formerly M.P. for Petersfield, (see also Hants,) and Hbnry 
Francis. 

Lkigh, Thomas Charles, sa^/or WalUngford in the Parliament of 1831, 
succeeding in the room of Mr. Hughes, created Lord Dinorben. Mr. 
Leigh advocated whig principles. 

Lenthall. This family, now represented by Kyffin John William 
Lbnthall, Esq. of Bessels Leigh in this county, was originally seated at 
Leynthall Earls, Leynthall Starkes, Hampton Court, and Monkland Abbey, 
all near Leominster, in Herefordshire. These estates were subsequently 
sold to the Comwalls, Barons of Barford. In the 7 Edw. I., 1278, Philip 
de Lenthall was possessed of lands in Aston and Cote, and the manor of 
Asterley, co. Oxford. In the reign of Edward IV., the family obt^ned 
possession of the manors and estates of Letchford and Haseley, in the same 
county, by the marriage of William Lenthall, of liCynthfidl Earls, and 
Leynthall Starkes, with Catherine, heiress of the Pipards. William Len- 
thaJl, the Speaker, purchased the manor of Bessels Leigh of the Fettiplaces. 

In reviewing the pedigree of the family, the most conspicuous names 
that present themselves, are those of Sir Rowland, who stood high in the 
favour of Henry IV., and to whom he was master of the robes. He ac- 
companied Henry V. to France, and having a command at the battle of 
Agincourt, made so many prisoners in that celebrated contest as to acquire 
considerable property through their ransoms. He was a sheriff of Here- 
fordshire, in 1424. — Sir Edmund, who was knighted by James I. at Haze- • 
ley, 29 Au^. 1608, was one of those persons fined under an act of parliament, 
passed in that king*s reign for restraining persons of quality from living so 
much in London. — William, the Speaker, (for particulars of whom see 
Oxfordshire.) Of his son, Sir John, we shall speak presently, as member 
for Abingdon, as also of William, the member for Wallingford. Several 
of the Lenthalls have served the oflGlce of high sheriff of Oxfordshire. These 
will be more particularly mentioned in our history of that county. 

No family perhaps has alJied itself more splendidly by marriage than that of 
the Lenthalls. Thus we find Sir Rowland, with whom we commenced this 
notice, the husband of the Lady Margaret Fitzalan, 3rd daughter and coheiress 
of the Earl of Arundel, K.G., (great grandson of Edmund Plantagenet, 
Earl of Lancaster, son of Hknry III.) by Elizabeth, daughter of William De 
Bohun, Earl of Northampton, and grand- daughter of Humphrey de Bohun, 
Earl of Hereford, by the Princess Elizabeth, daughter of Edward I. Sir 
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Rowland married 2ndly, Lucie Grey, daughter and co-heir of Richard, 4th 
Baron Grey, of Codnor. His son, Edmund, married Margaret, daughter 
of Lord Zoucbe, of Harringworth : while of his two daughters, Catherine 
and Elizabeth, the former was married to William, 6th Lord Zouche, and 
the latter to Cornwall, titular Baron of Barford. In temp, Edward IV. 
the family became connected, as already mentioned, with the Pipards, two 
members of which ancient stock performed deeds so valiant in the Scotch 
wars that Edward I. summoned the one to Parliament, as Baron Pipard, 
and Edward III. conferred the honour of knighthood on the other. Among 
the other conspicaous matrimonial alliances of the Lenthalls may be men- 
tioned those of Sir Edmund (temp. James I.) to the Stoners, of Stoner, 
CO. Oxford ; of William (l6th cent.) to the Southwells, of St. Faith's, co. 
Oxford ; of the latter*s son, Sir John, to the Temples, Baronets of Stow ; 
and of his grandson, Edmund, to the daughter of Sir William Wade, Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower of London ; of Sir John, the member for Abingdon, 
1st, to the Bennets, of TankerviUe, and 2ndly, to the Stonehouses, Baronets 
of Berkshire ; of William to the Hamiltons, Barons Paislkt ; of William 
John, high sheriff of Carnarvon and Merioneth ; to the KyiEns, of Magnan, 
CO. Caernarvon, in 1789. The offspring of this last match is the present 
representative of the family, mentioned at the commencement of this article, 
who married, in 1818, Mary Ann, eldest daughter of John Ashton, Esq. of 
the Grange, co. Chester, by which lady he has three sons, of whom the 
youngest was called to the bar, 1 May, 1846. 

To return to the members for Abingdon and Wallingford, — 
Sir John, sat for Abingdon in the Parliament qf 1658, and previously for 
Gloucester in the long parliament. He was the son, as we have already 
stated, of Speaker Lenthall, and was a colonel in the army, governor of 
Windsor Castle, and one of the six clerks in Chancery,* worUi £1500 per 
annum. On the 28th January, 1659-60, he was appointed one of the com- 
missioners for the management of the affairs of the admiralty and the navy. 
He was created a baronet by Oliver Cromwell. In the Convention Parlia- 
ment of 1660, he was returned for Abingdon by the mayor and aldermen, 
while his opponent. Sir John Stonhouse, was returned by the bailiffs,t the 
latter succeeded to the seat. Sir John is reported to have made so famous 
a speech in defence of the regicides at the Restoration as to have been com- 
mitted to the Tower. He was soon, however, enlarged, and obtained the 
king's confidence. In 167^> he was high sheriff for Oxfordshire, and was 
knighted again in 1677. His son, — 

William, lo/io «a< /or WaUingford in the Parliament of 1680, { and 
for Cricklade in 1681, was the grandson of Sir John, the elder brother of 
the Speaker. He was a gentleman of the privy chamber to Charles II., 
and a frequent debater in the House. He married very late in life, and 
leaving no issue, the elder branch of the Lenthalls became extinct at his 
decease, previously to which he had sold the estates at Lachford and Great 
Haseley. 

* In the Journals of the House of Commons the name of Sir John frequently occurs. 
As marshal and keeper of the Up{>er Bench Prison, a charge was preferred against him 
for sundry neglects and abuses of his office ; also for extortion, oppression, and barbarous 
usage of his prisoners, even tn the murdering, starving, and poisoning some of them. It 
was likewise alleged against him, that he had held a secret intelligence and corres- 
pondence with the King at Oxford, and sent him men, money, horses, and arms. 

t See note on this election, page 84.^ t Ibid,, p, 94. 
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Lbwbn, Gbobgb, sat for WalUngi/brd in the Parliament of 1727.* 
This genUeman, who was of Ewell, in Surrey, was the son of Sir William 
Lewen, Knt., alderman of London, and M.P. for Poole, (for particulars of 
whom see Dorsetshibb.) He married, 1st, Susan, sister of Sir Robert 
Godschall, lord mayor and M.P. for London, (for whom see Middlesex), 
and 2ndly, a sister of Henry Drax, Esq. of Charlborough, Dorsetshire, 
M.P. for Lyme Regis and Wareham, (for whom also see Dorsetshire.) 
He died the 1st of April, 1743, leaving an only daughter and heiress, Susan, 
married to Sir Richard Glyn, Bart., an alderman, whose family is now repre- 
sented by Sir Richard Plumptbb Glyn, Bart., of Gaunts, co. Dorset. 
The member for Wallingford voted, in 1729, against the grant of £115,000 
for making good the arrears of the civil list ; in 1733, against Sir Robert 
Walpole's excise scheme ; and in 1734 in favour of the repeal of the sep- 
tenmal act. 

Loveden, Edward Lovbdkn, tat for Abingdon in the Parliaments of 
1780-84-90, succeeding to the first in 1/83, on the decease of Mr. Howarth, 
as also for Shaftesbury in 1802-6-7. The first of the Loveden family who 
resided in this county came from Grenden, in Buckinghamshire, where his 
family was of considerable antiquity, (being entered on the list of gentry of 
that county in 1433) and settled at Lamboum, having married an heiress 
of the family of Erie, of that place. It subsequently removed to Buscot 
and Fyfield ; the former place it purchased of Sir Francis Stonor in 1557, 
and had a seat at the latter in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Edward 
Loveden, Esq., in whom the male line became extinct, died a bachelor in 
1749. having bequeathed his estates to his great-nephew, Edward Loveden 
Townsend, (son of Thomas Townsend, Esq. of Cirencester, ob. 1767), the 
member for Abingdon and Shaftesbury, then an infant, directing that he 
sluMiId take his name and arms. The subject of this notice was educated 
at Winchester, and subsequently removed, as a gentleman commoner of 
Trinity C<^ege, to Oxford, where he took his degree of LL.D., and subse- 
quently became an F.R.S., and an F.A.S. He was high sherifiT of Berk- 
shire in 1781, a magistrate of that county, (as also lieutenant- colonel of its 
mihtia,) and of Wiltshire and Oxfordshire. Among the many public un- 
dertakings with which his name is associated, that of the Thames navigation 
is perhaps the most important : prior to the appointment of a committee of 
the House of Commons in 1793, of which Mr. Loveden was chairman, to 
enquire into its condition, it had been extremely defective ; since that period 
its improvement has been great.f In him the beautiful seat of Buscot Park 
found its original embellisher. Mr. Loveden was of whig principles ; in 
1791 he suggested the propriety of closing the trial of Mr. Hastings pre- 
viously to the prorogation of parliament; in 1804 we find him voting in 
conjunction with the ex-minister, Mr. Addington, against Mr. Pitt's " ad- 
ditional force bill;" and in April, 1805, uniting with a majority of the 
House in the proposition of censure against Lord Melville. He subse^ 
quently, in 1809, voted against the Duke of York. 

Mr. Loveden has been three times married ; by his first wife, Margaret, 
only daughter and heir of Lewis Pryse, Esq. of Gogerddan, co. Cardigan, 
he left a son, Pryse Prtsb, Esq., who assumed his mother's name, and 

* See note on this election, page 95. 

t Owing to the great interest Mr. Loveden took in all matters concerning the Thames, 
he received the familiar appellation uf '' Old Father Thames.'* 
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who is at present M.P. for Cardigans birb, which coanty see for particulars 
of him and the family of Frtse. His daughter, Margaret, by the same 
lady, was married to the Rev, Samuel Wameford, D.D., brother of Colonel 
Warneford, of Wameford Place, co. Wilts. Mr. Loveden, who married 
2ndly, the daughter and sole heiress of John Darker, Esq., M.P. for Leices- 
ter, of Gayton Park, co. Northampton ; and Srdly, a daughter of Thomas 
Linthall ; died the 4th Jan; 182^, and was buried in the family vault in 
Buscot church, of which he was patron. 

Lovelace. Of this noble family^ which served the sheriffdom of this 
county, 16 Eliz. 1573, and 8 James L, 1610, — 

John, sat for Reading in the 1st Parliament of 1554. He was the 
first of this family who came into the possession of the manor of Harley, 
with the site of the monastery attached to it called Lady Place* He died 
the 25th August, 1558. His grandson, — 

Sir Richard, sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1601-20, and 
for Abingdon in the Parliament of 1 603. He was *' knighted in the wars,*' 
as his epitaph expresses it, went on an expedition with Sir Francis Drake, 
and built the mansion at Harley with the money he gained in that adven- 
ture. His son^ Richard, was created Baron Lovelace, of Harley, co. 
Berks, 31 May, 16^7* The date of Sir Richard's death is not stated, he 
may therefore have deceased between 1603-20. Should such have been the 
case, his son, the baron, who was also a Sir Richard^ must have represented 
this county, and not himself, as above stated, — 

Sir William, sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1614. This return 
Browne Willis, in his collection, appears to consider doubtful, as he has 
marked this gentleman's name in his lists with the letter Q. Sir William, 
who is described as of Woolwich in Kent, belonged to an elder branch of 
the Barons Lovelace, settled in Kent. His son, Richard, was, when a 
member of the University of Oxford, the delight and admiration of all who 
knew him, for the extreme beauty of his person and the variety of his ac- 
complishments. After having served Charles H. in both his expeditions 
against the Scotts, he entered into the service of the King of France, and 
had the command of a regiment at Dunkirk, where he was dangerously 
wounded. This disaster occasioned a report of his death, and was attended 
with the loss of the beautiful Lucy Sacheverel, his beloved mistress, who, 
concluding he was dead, married another. His misfortunes, however, did 
not cease here : upon his return to England he was thrown into prison, and 
afterwards reduced to extreme poverty and wretchedness. During his con- 
finement he composed several poems, one of which, his " Amarantha," was 
set to music by the famous Henry Lawes. 

John, afterwards Lord Lovelace, sat for the county in the Parliament of 
1661, until his succession to the peerage as 3rd Baron, in 1670. His lord- 
ship was an early friend to the Revolution,* but when on the point of joining 
the Prince of Orange was arrested. On the accession^ however, of William 

• Mr. Lyson observes, in his Magna Britannia. *• Lady Place, the seat of Mr. Kem- 
penfelt, wan built about the year 1600, by Sir Richard Lovelace. It was fitted up with 
great splendour by John, Lord Lovelace, in the reign of King William ; the hall and 
stair-case are very magnificent." Under the hall is a vault, in which, according to 
tradition, secret meetings were held for promoting the Revolution in 1688; and it is 
further said, that King William, visiting Lord Lovelace after that period, was taken 
by his host to see the vault. His present Majesty, (Greorge III.) is also recorded to 
have visited the same in 1785." 
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to the throne, he was made captain of the hand of pensioners. He lived in 
a most prodigal and splendid style, which involved him in so mach difEculty 
that a great part of his estates were sold under a decree in chancery to pay 
his dehts. The 4th Lord Lovelace was governor of New York in 1709. 
On the demise of Nevil^ the 6th baron, in 1736, without issae^ the family 
honours became extinct 

The Hydes and Stonehouses of this county, as also the Wentworths, of 
Wentworth, the Noels, Baronets of Kirby MaJpory, the Pyes, Baronets of 
Bradenham, &c., have been connected by marriage with the Lovelaces. 

Mabsrly, John, sat for Abingdon in the Parliaments of 1818-^-26-30- 
31, and for Rye in the parliament of 1812, succeeding in 1816, on the re- 
signation of Mr. I^amb. On his retirement at the general election of 1832, 
his son, Lieut.-Col. M. L. Maberly, unsuccessfully contested Abingdon, but 
was subsequently returned for Chatham, (see Kbnt.) Mr. Maberly, who 
resided at Shirley House, near Croydon, purchased that seat of the Claxtons. 
He has obtained great notoriety among sportsmen, for the famous pack of 
fox hounds attached to the place. Mr. Maberly, who was an Aberdeen and 
London banker, manufacturer, and contractor, advocated liberal principles. 
He voted in favour of Catholic emancipation, and in favour of various 
measures supporting the retrenchment of the public expenditure, and we 
frequently meet with his name as a debater in the house. 

Maitland, Ebenezbr Fullbr, sat for WalUngford in the Parliaments of 
1812-18, and was defeated at the general election of 1820. He represented 
the disfranchised borough of Lostwithiel in 1807* nnd Chippenham in 1826. 
His father was a director of the bank of England, and he himself, in conse- 
quence of his marriage with Berthia, grand-daughter of the late William 
Fuller, Esq., a very opulent banker, assumed the name of Fuller. In 1804, 
he accepted a commission as Lieut. -Colonel of the 2nd Reading volunteers, 
and is a magistrate and deputy lieutenant of this county, the high sheriff- 
dom of which he served 6 George IV., 1825. His seat, which was for- 
merly at Park-place Remenham, is now at Henley-on-Thames, co. Oxford. 
His pohtical principles were conservative. 

Malpus, Viscount, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 17^7, until his 
elevation to the peerage of Cholmondeley. He had previously sat in 1722, 
for East Lowe. (For particulars of him see Cornwall, and of the family 
generally, Cheshire.) 

Marshr, John, sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1547. 

Martbn, Henry, sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1640-40. The 
father of this depraved regicide. Sir Henry Marten, dean of arches, judge 
of the prerogative court, and of the high court of admiralty, who was 
esteemed the first civilian of his age, purchased considerable estates in 
Shrivenham, Shirfield, Buckland, &c., early in the seventeenth century, and 
left by his will, bearing date 1641, the sum of £3000 owed him by the 
king, for the purpose of founding almshouses for five poor persons at Long- 
worth, and for ten poor people at Shrivenham. It is scarcely necessary to 
observe, that the foundation never took place. His son Henry, familiarly 
known as Harry Marten, with whom we have now to treat, was born at 
Oxford, in the university of which place he became a gentleman commoner 
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in 1617, and being naturally a man^of parted obtained his B.A. in 1619. He 
rabseqnently entered at one of the inns of law, and travelled into France, on 
his return from which country, he was married, but owing to his dissipated 
character, lived unhappily with his wife. Returned to parfiament as we have 
already seen for this county in 1640, he on the 16 Aug. 164S, was disabled, 
and committed to the Tower by the commons, for reflecting on the king 
and royal family ; but on the 2 Sept. following, discharged without paying 
any fees ; and upon a rehearing 6 Jan. 1645, the censure ag^ainst him was 
annulled, and ordered to be erased out of the Journal, and he was readmitted 
to the house. Appointed governor of Reading castle in the early part of 
the war, he but ill acquitted himself in that trust, as he immediately quitted 
his post on the advance of the roya] troops. £levated to the rank of colonel, 
he obtained a great name, not for his valour, but for his pillaging propen- 
sities, being commonly denominated the Plunder-master-general. He was, 
however, so expensive in his habits, as, notwithstanding the unlimited re- 
sources thrown open to him by his pursuits just mentioned, to be com- 
pelled to part with his patrimonial estates. Cromwell conceiving that he 
would be a useful tool in his hands, nominated him one of the king's judges, 
and subsequently appointed him one of the thirty council of state. Marten 
shortly afterwards perceiving the ambitious views of the protector, sided 
with the levellers, and would no doubt have advanced the interest of that 
body had he not permitted himself to be bribed over for £3000. His 
shrewdness could have been but shallow to have been caught by such a 
bait. Cromwell having thus proved to his enemies how little confidence 
was to be placed in Marten, first having reappointed him to his old office of 
councillor of state, shortly afterwards turned him off. How strikingly does 
this fact display a truth so perfectly appropriate to the present time, viz., 
that those who begin revolutions are ultimately sacrificed by those who con- 
tinue them, and that they who shake off the due restraints of a legal and 
regular government, will suffer greater oppression from those whom they 
contributed to elevate, than they even apprehended from the monarch they 
assisted to dethrone. His example is also a proof that the loudest de- 
claimers against t3rranny and peculation, when raised to power, often become 
the greatest tyrants and plunderers themselves ; and affords a salutary warning 
to the people that visionary schemes of perfect liberty terminate either in 
republican despotism, or in the tyranny of usurped authority. Marten at 
the Restoration, came in upon the proclamation of surrender, and terminated 
his days in confinement in Chepstow Castle, Monmouth, 9 Sept. 1680, in 
the 78th year of his age.* 

Masham, Samuel (afterwards Lord Masham), sat for Windsor in the 
Parliament of 1710, succeeding to that seat on the demise of Mr. Paul, in 
1711, and seceding from it the same year, on being elevated to the peer- 
age. He had previously in the same parliament sat for Ilchester. The 
family of Masham was anciently seated in the north of England, and took 

* We find it related b/ Clarendon, that Marten, in his capacity of one of the com- 
mittee of safety at Westminster, suspecting the Earl o£ Northumberland, one of the 
parliamentary commissioners, to be friendly disposed towards the royal cause, opened a 
letter horn the Earl, at Oxford, to his lady. This affair was highly resented by his 
lordship, who, at his return, meeting Mr. Marten at a conference in the painted cham- 
ber, took him aside and <|ue8tioned him upon it ; but Marten justifying what he had 
done, the Earl caned him m the presence of several persons. The commons appear to 
have taken high dudgeon at this, and to have demanded reparation from the Lords. The 
issue is not recorded in the Journals. 
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thdr surname from the village of Masham, near Richmond, in Yorkshire, 
where they were seated in temp. Henry VI. Sir William Masham, who 
was created a Baronet 20 December, 1621, was an M.P. for various places 
(for particulars of him see Essex.) His grandson, Sir Francis, M.P. for 
Essex (for particulars of whom also, see Essex), was father of (by Mary, 
his wife, daughter of Sir William Scot, of Rouen, in Normandy), the mem- 
ber for Windsor. This gentleman was indebted for his elevation to the 
peerage to his wife, the intriguing Mrs. Masham, the daughter of an emi- 
nent Turkey merchant of the name of Hill, and a near relative of Sarah, 
Duchess of Marlborough. Mr. Masham had been a page to the queen, 
whilst princess of Denmark ; and also one of the equerries and gentlemen 
of the bedchamber to prince George ; and at length, when his wife had 
supplanted the haughty duchess in the royal favour, and the Marlborough 
party were out of power, was created Baron Masham of Otes, co. Essex, 
31 December, 1711 ; and having obtained a grant in reversion, of the office 
of remembrancer of the exchequer, he, on the death of Lord Fanshaw, in 
1716, succeeded thereto. He was made a colonel of horse in 1708, and a 
brigadier-general in 1711. He died the 14 Oct. 1758^ and was succeeded 
by his son Samuel, who filled many lucrative and honourable employments, 
and with whom the barony expired on the 11 June, 1776. 

May, Sir Algernon, sat /or fVindsorin the ParUament of 1688."*^ He 
died the 26 May,;i704. 

Mayor, John, sat for Abingdon in the Parliaments qf 1774-80,^ until 
1/82, when he was made steward of the three Chiltem hundreds of Stoke, 
Desborough, and Boneham, in the county of Bucks. He is described as of 
Langston, co. Essex, and was of tory principles. He voted in 1782, with 
the majority against Sir John Rous's motion for withdrawing the confidence 
of parliament firom the king's ministers. 

Meadows, Philip, afterwards Sir Philip, sat for Wallingford in the 
Parliament qf 1698, and for Tregony in 1705. 'Hiis gentleman's family 
derive its descent from Edmund de Wytneshah, living at Wytnesham, a 
place consisting of the most fertile meadow lands, in the latter part of Uie 
reign of WilHam the Conqueror. William Mkdowe, of Witnesham and 
Rushmere, who was bom in 1530, and died in 1588, left two sons, Wil- 
liam,:]^ his heir, and Daniel. Of this Daniel, described as of Chattisham 

* See note on this election, page 98. + Ibid, pages 85, 86. 

X This WiLLiAM*8 descendants, uho of course constitute the elder branch of the Mea- 
dows, are now represented by Daniel Charlbs Meadows, of Witnesham Hall, and 
Great Bealings Place, co. Suffolk, Esq. Of this gentleman's immediate ancestors, the 
William just mentioned, marrying Grigil, daughter of William Mjnter, of Witnesham 
Hall, purchased that mansion and estate of his father-in-law, and made it his residence. 
His son Thomas, was bailiff of Yarmouth, (15 James I., 14 and 24 Charles I.) as was 
also his grandson, Sir Thomas, who being mayor of that town in 1662, defended it for 
Charles II. against a republican movement, and for his loyalty was to have shared the 
further honour of the projected order of knighthood of the royal oak. Philip Mea- 
dows, originally of Boterdale, and afterwards of Witnesham Hall, bom in 1752^ pur- 
chased of the Earl of Westmoreland the Berghersh estates in the latter parish, upon 
which, in 1810, he erected the present mansion. The Rev. Philip Meadows, A.B., 
who died 18 December, 1837, and who was the father of the present ^head o<* this 
branch of the family, was Rector of Great Bealing, Suffolk, to which he was presented 
by Lady Henniker, in 1804. The junior branch of the Meadows, as will be seen by the 
text, is represented by Charles Herbert Pierrepont, Earl Manvers. 
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Hall, came his son, Sir "Pliilip, father of the Sir Philip mentioned at the 
commencement of this article. The senior Sir Philip, who was born iu 
1625, filled yery many posts of honour and trust. Then we find himl^atin 
secretary to the Lord Protector, knight marshal of the palace, and knight 
of the order of the elephant of Denmark. In 1656^ he was sent ambassador 
to the king of Portugal, and in the following year, ambassador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary to the court of Denmark. At the treaty of Roschild,^ 
he was appointed mediator between Denmark and Sweden, to which latter 
court he was afterwards sent ambassador. On the establishment of the 
board of trade, he was nominated one of its first commissioners. He was 
knighted 24 Nov. 1662, and dying 16 Feb. 171 8, left by his wife, daughter 
and coheir of Francis Lucy, Esq., a son, the member for Wallingford and 
Tregony. This gentleman was also, like his father, knight marshal, and 
received the honour of knighthood the 23 December, I70O. Dying 3 De- 
cember, 1757, he left by his wife Dorothy, sister of Hugh Boscawen, 1st 
Viscount Falmouth, besides several daughters, three sons, of whom, the 
eldest. Sir Sidney, was M.P. for Penryn, Truro, and Tavistock, (for parti- 
culars of whom see our history of Cornwall.) The second, Edward, was 
an officer of dragoons. Philip, the third and youngest, deputy ranger of 
Richmond park^ marrying the daughter of William Pierrepont, Earl of King- 
ston, had by that lady a son Cuarles, who, on succeeding to the estates 
of his uncle, the 2nd Dukb of Kingston, assumed the name of Pierre- 
pont, and was ultimately elevated to the peerage as Earl Man vers, in 
1806. As he sat in parliament for Nottinghamshire, we refer our readers 
for particulars of him and the family of Pierrepont generally, to our^ history 
of that county. 

Mkdlicott, Thomas, was returned for Abingdon at the general election of 
1688, but subsequently unseated on petition. 

Metcalfe, Thomas Theophilus, afterwards Sir Thomas, sat for Abing- 
don in the Parliaments of 1796-1802-6, and was an unsuccessful candi- 
date at the general election of 1 807. Alluding to the origin of the Met- 
calfes' in his Family Antiquities, Play fair observes, " Although we are 
unable to carry back the pedigree of this family to those early periods, in which 
we find the first mention of some of its name, yet there is sufficient in what 
we have respecting its genealogy and character to prove, that the family has 
been of eminence and consideration.*' The collections here referred to, con- 
tain the names of Thomas Metcalfe, chancellor of the duchy of Lancaster, 
temp. Richard HI., said to have been the son of James MetcaJfe, of Napper, 
who so much distinguished himself at Agincourt. Thomas, who fell at the 
king's side iu Jack Cade's rebellion. Captain Scrope Metcalfe,' who was 
mortally wounded at the battle of Thane, &c. The member for Abingdon, 
the son of the Rev. Thomas Metcalfe, a chaplain in the army, by Margaret, 
his wife, daughter of the Rev. John Williams, and grandson of Theophilus 
Metcalfe, who settled in Ireland in 1690, and who was the nephew of Capt. 
Scrope Metcalfe, mentioned above, was a major in the army in the East 
Indies, a director of the East India company, and was created a Baronet 21 
December, 1802. Sir Thomas, who purchased the manors of Chilten and 

• Sir Philip whs the author of a work on this subject entitled *' A Narrative of the 
Principal Actions in the Wars between Sweden and Denmark/' &c., London, 1680, 8vo. 
He was also the author of *' Observations concerning the Dominion and Sovereignty of 
the Seas," &c., London, 1689, 4to. 
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Feme Hill, in this county, served the office of high sheriff in 1809, and died 
17 Nov. 1813. He was of conservative principles. He occasionally addressed 
the House, especially on matters connected with India, and was a great sup- 
porter of the Marquess of Wellesley's administration, which he characterized 
as only requiring to he known to be admired. Sir Thomas's eldest son, the 
second Baronet, Sir Theophilus John, was president of the secret com- 
mittee at Canton, and d3ring 15 Aug. 1822, without male issue, was suc- 
ceeded by lus brother the l£ird Baronet, the Right Hon. Sir Charles Theo- 
philus, G.C.B., who after passing through the duties of numerous official 
appointments in the Ekist Indies, and distinguishing himself in the execution 
of each, became governor-general of India in 1835, lieutenant-governor of 
the north-western provinces in 1836, governor of Jamaica in 1839 (in 
which colony at Spanish town, a statue was erected to him in 1844), and 
governor-general of Canada, New Brunswick, &c., from January, 1843, to 
December, 1845, during which period he was elevated to the peerage, as 
Baron Metcalfe, a title which became extinct on his demise without 
legitimate issue, the 19 Sept. 1846.* The baronetcy has devolved upon 
his next brother. Sir Thomas Theophilus Metcalfe, of Feme Hill, co. 
Berks, and of Ham Common, Surrey, an officer in the £ast India Company's 
service, and agent to the governor-general of India and the court of Delhi. 
The family of Metcalfe has nobly allied itself by marriage with the Cliffords, 
Earls of Cumberland, the D*Arcys, Barons D'Arcy, the Flowers, Viscounts 
Asbrook, the Russells, Baronets of Swallowfield Place, in this county, the 
Heskeths, Baronets of Rufford Hall^ co. Lancaster, the Burdetts, &c. 

Michell, Humphrey, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 1571-2, 
succeeding to the latter on the demise of Mr. Gallys. This family, seated 
at old Windsor, in the parish church of which place there are several monu- 
ments to its memory^ was confirmed in a grant of arms, 7 April, 1581. The 
borough member, who was surveyor of Windsor castle, died the 10 Oct. 
1598. 

Mills, George Galwat, sat for WalUngford in the Parliament of 
1802, succeeding to the seat m 1804, on the demise of Sir Francis Sykes. 
He was also M.P. for St. Michael's — see Cornwall. 

Molines. This family, which was of French extraction and assumed its 
surname from a town so called in the Bourbonnais, was seated at Clapcot, in 
Wallingford, near which was a monastery of Benedictine monks, which it 
possessed. One of its members, John De Molines, received very large 
grants from royalty and was created a Baron, 18 Feb. 1347. 

Michael, literwards Sir Michael, sat for Wallingford in the Parlia- 
ment of 1588. He was high sherifF of Berkshire 25 Elizabeth, ]582, 
and died in 1615. His son, 

* Alluding to the decease of his lordship, a writer in the Edinburgh Review has thus 
abl7 portrayed his character :— *' In him England has lost, whilst his intellect was still 
in its fullest Tigour, the services of a statesman of the most enlarged and liberal views, 
sagacious in council, and indefatigable in labour ; and combining in a high degree, the 
will to decide, and Uie courage to execute, with a love for his fellow creatures as warm 
and generous as it was comprehensive. It was, indeed, a marvel even to those who 
knew him best how the same man could exhibit a tenderness almost feminine, a bold- 
ness in the path of duty which no danger could dismay, and that patient endurance of 
the most severe sufferings which so brightly adorned the closing scenes of his existence.'* 
Bdinhurgh Review^ vol. Ixxxiv. 1846, p. 455. 

o 
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Michael, sat for Wdlingford in the Parliament of 1625. 

MoNCKE^ John Berkeley, sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1820- 
26, having unsuccessfully contested this borough at the general election of 
1812. The founder of the Moncke family in England, was GuiUaume Moyne, 
one of the Norman adventurers under William the Conqueror, from whom 
sprang the Moncks of Potheridge, in Devonshire, and the famous George, 
Duke of Albemarle. The member for Reading, whose father, John Monck, 
of Marlborough Buildings^ Bath, was nephew to the Earl of Damley, was 
educated at Eton, and subsequently entering himself at the Middle Temple, 
I ecame a barrister- at-law; compelled from ill health to practise in the coun- 
try, he established himself at Reading. Becoming the possessor of a large 
fortune on his father's decease in 1 809, he purchased Coley park, and other 
estates in the neighbourhood of Reading. Ever prepared to advance the 
interest of his borough, we find him in 1812, when the continental war had so 
greatly distressed the inhabitants of his town, by the constant drain of specie 
for the payment of our forces in Spain, busily engaged in issuing gold tokens 
of 40i. value, and silver ones of 2^. M. and \s. 6d, payable in bank notes on 
application. These tokens have been engraved in Man's History of Reading, 
Ilie originals are now objects of great curiosity. Induced to travel abroad 
after the general peace of 1815, Mr. Moncke did not return to this country 
till summoned to assume the duties of a senator in 1820, as member for 
this borough, which he continued to represent on^^beral principles till 
1830, when on his retirement his constituents, in order to mark their sense 
of his public conduct, presented him with a magnificent piece of plate, suit- 
ably inscribed. Ever the champion of parliamentary reform, he was favour- 
ably disposed to triennial parliaments and the extension of the franchise. 
On his demise, 13 December, 1834, so greatly was his loss felt by the town 
at large, that a meeting of the inhabitants was convened in the council 
chamber by the mayor, to consider the most proper mode of paying the last 
tribute of respect to his memory. His remains were accompanied to the 
grave by the lodge of masons, (of whom he had been grand master), one 
hundred scholars from the National and Lancastrian schools, and about 
four hundred gentlemen and tradesmen in deep mourning. Mr. Moncke,* 
who married Mary, daughter of William Stephen, of Aldermaston, co. 
Bucks, Esq. was succeeded by his son, the present representative, John 
Blioh Moncke, of Coley park, Esq., who married in 1841, Margaret Eliza- 
beth, daughter of the Rev. William Yates, Vicar of St. Mary's, Reading, 
and has issue. 

Montagu, Hon. John, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments o/* 1768-74- 
80-84, succeeding to the first on the demise of Mr. Tonson in 177^. 
and seceding^ from the last at his demiiie in 1737* The honourable 
member was the son of Edward Hussey, Esq. an Irishman of Norman 
extraction, who marrying tbe eldest daughter and coheir of John Mon- 
tagu, Duke of Montagu; and relict of William Montagu, Duke of Man- 
chester, assumed on his father -in-law^s death, the names and arms of Mon- 
tagu, pursuant to an act of parliament, was installed a knight of the bath in 
1/53, and elevated to the peerage by the title of Baron Beaulieu, of 
Beaulieu, co. Hants, in 1762. He sat for Tiverton (for further details of 

* This gmtleman published in 1808, ** Some occasional verses on the opening of the 
Beading Literary Institution," and was elected president of the Reading Philosophical 
Institution at its establishment In 1831. 
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bim see Dkvonshire.) The Hon. John Montagu, the member for 'Windsor 
was bom 18 Jan. 1747.* 

Moore, Francis, afterwards Sir Francis, sat for Reading in the Parlia- 
ments of 1 597 -1601 '3-14, This gentleman whose family was of Burfield 
and Fawley, in this county, was a man of emmence in temp, Elizabeth. Of 
him, we find the following details given by Anthony Wood : ** He was born 
at East Hildersley or Ilderley, near Wantage, in Berks, educated in gram- 
mar learning at Reading, entered a commoner in St. John's College, Ox- 
ford, 1574, or thereabouts, continued there till near batchelor's standing, and 
then he retired to the Middle Temple, where after severe encounters had 
with the crabbed parts of the municipal law, he became a barrj/ster, and noted 
for his great proficiency in his profession and integrity in his dealings. In the 
latter end of Queen Elizabeth's reign, and the beginning of that of King 
James, he was several times elected a burgess to sit in parliament, in which he 
was a frequent speaker ; afterwards he was counsellor and under steward for 
several years to the university of Oxford, the members of which conferred on 
him the degree of M.A. in 1612. Two years after, he was made sergeant-at- 
law, and in 1616, March 17, received the honour of knighthood at Theobalds, 
from his Majesty King James I." He died 20 Nov. 1621, and was buried 
at Great Fawley. His works are ** Cases collected and reported," London, 
J 663, in folio. They were afterwards abridged by Mr. Hughes, and printed 
in 1665, 8vo. His reading upon 4 James I. in the Middle Temple, concern- 
ing charitable uses, as abridged by himself, was published in 1676, folio, by 
Mr. Duke, of the Middle Temple. Sir Francis was a member of that par- 
liament which passed the statute for charitable uses, and it is said the bill 
as it passed was penned by him. In his reports, the reader may see the 
famous case of the Post Note, argued before the Lords and Commons in the 
painted chamber, and the resolution of all the reverend judges on the same. 
Sir Francis Moore's second son Henry, was created a Baronet 21 May, 
1627, a title which became extinct on the demise of Sir Thomas, 6th Bart, 
without issue, 10 April, 1807. The Moores have allied with the Halls of 
Tilchurst, and the Piles of Okemarsh, both in this county, as also with the 
famous Sir Matthew Hale, who married a daughter of the first Baronet, 
with the Jemynghams, Baronets, of Cossey HaU^ co. Norfolk, the Blounts 
of Maple, CO. Durham, the Piles, Baronets, of Oxford, the Jermyns of Cord- 
ington, CO. Sussex, &c. 

MoRNiNOTON, Richard, Earl of, afterwards Marqurss Wellesley, 
sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 17 S4 '90 1 succeeding to the first on 
the demise of the Hon. John Montague, in 1787. He had previously re* 
presented Beeralston in the early part of the parliament of 1784, and on 
being made a commissioner of the treasury in 1786, was returned for Sal- 
tash, which election however was subsequently declared void. 

The details of the noble marquesses family, whose original name was 

* In Lt80n*s Magna Britannia we find it mentioned, that Sandleford House, in tliis 
coantj, was the residence of the celebrated Mrs. Elizabeth Montague, wife of Edmund 
Montague, Esq. of Denton Hall, in Northumberland, grandson of the first Earl of Sand- 
wich. This lady entertained at her house, a literary society called '* The Blue Stocking 
Club," and was also well known by her annual dinners, on May day, to the chimney- 
sweepers. She wrote '* Three Dialogues of the Dead," printed with those of Lord Lit- 
tleton ; but her principal performance is ** an Essay on the Genius and WritinjiS of 
Shakspeare/* Her Letters have been published since her death. 

o 2 
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Cowley or Colley, will be given in our history of the county of Meath ; it 
will therefore be sufficient for us here to observe that it is of Anglo Irish 
origin, tracing its descent from Wallerand de Wellesleigh, a.d. 1239, and 
has connected itself by marriage, with the royal houses of Macmorough, 
and O'Connor, monarchs of Leinster and Connaught. The illustrious sub- 
ject of this notice, the son and successor of the 1st Earl of Momington, 
(by Anne, eldest daughter of Arthur Hill, 1st Viscount Dungannon,) and 
the elder brother of the Duke of Wellington, was bom in Grafton Street, 
Dublin, 20 June, 1760, and was educated at Eton and Oxford, where he 
took high honours in classics. He had not attained his majority, when 
he succeeded his father (who died 22 May, 1781,) in the peerage. In 
1783, he was made one of the original knights of the newly instituted order 
of St Patrick ; in 1785, sworn a member of the privy council in Ireland ; 
and in 1786, as we have already stated, was appointed a commissioner of 
the treasury. On the 2 1st June, 1793, he became a member of the Ekiglish 
privy council, and continued one of the lords of the treasury, until July, 
1797. At that period, he was appointed to succeed Lord Comwallis, as 
governor-general of India, and in order to add further grace to the appoint- 
ment, was created a peer of England, by the title of Baron Welleslet, 
of Wellesley, co. Somerset. In consequence of the victory of Seringapa- 
tam, his lordship was created Marquess Welles ley, in the peerage of 
Ireland, by patent dated 2 December, 1799. At his express desire, he was 
recalled from the government of India in 1805, and was subsequently ap- 
pointed ambassador extraordinary to the court of Spain, and landed at 
Cadiz, on the very day when the battle of Talavera was fought. On the 
formation of the Perceval administration in 1810, his lordship was prevailed 
upon, after considerable negotiation, to accept the office of secretary of state 
for foreign affairs. This he held, till January 1812, but differing from his 
colleagues on the Roman catholic claims, he withdrew from the government. 
On the 3rd March, 1810, the marquess was elected a knight of the garter, 
resigning upon that occasion the order of St. Patrick, and in 1822, returned 
to office as lord lieutenant of Ireland, which post he resigned in March, 
1828. On the 22nd Nov. 1830, he was appointed lord steward of the 
household, and he retained that office until September, 1833, when, on the 
accession of Earl Grey and the whigs to power, he a second time became 
lord lieutenant of Ireland, and remained there until the close of that admi- 
nistration in December, 1834. On the formation of the second Melbourne 
ministry, in April, 1835, the Marquess Wellesley accepted the appointment 
of lord chamberlain, but he resigned it in the course of the same year. 
This was the last official post occupied by his lordship, whose career and 
character we shall now proceed to examine, though much to our regret our 
space will allow us only to do so superficially. 

The marquess's public career may be divided into three distinct epochs, 
viz. the period when his services were confined to the senate house ; when 
assuming the command in India^ he immortalised his' name as the chief 
actor in great and stirring events ; and when he officiated as lord lieutenant 
of Ireland. We shall take each of these periods in rotation. 

The noble marquess, as we have elsewhere stated, had not attained his 
majority, when in 1781 he succeeded his father in his seat in the Irish House 
of Lords, where he appears to have occupied something of a neutral ground. 
His debut in the English House of Commons, was at a period when the 
arena was occupied by men, the contemplation of whose talents, was suffi- 
cient to inspire a man even of common abiUty with ambition. It requires 
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therefore but little speculation to imagine that the genius of Wellesley, re- 
ceived its first incentives to development from the mere fact of its coming 
nightly in contact with those of Pitt, Fox, Burke, &c. About this period, 
the celebrated regency biU was introduced into the House. Its object had 
reference to the king's malady, and was to place the power in the hands 
of a regent, a power however which was proposed by the parliament of 
Great Britain, to be considerably curtailed. The parliament of Ireland, was 
for making no such limitation. The king recovered, and we had almost 
said this memorable motion terminated without a result. It was not so, 
however ; a fact had been brought before tlie English parliament, which 
caused it much trepidation. Its measures were subject to the scrutiny and 
opposition of the Irish members ; great inconvenience might be the result, 
and as the knowledge of danger is tlie best preservative, for it suggests the idea 
of prevention, so the first germs which were ultimately to produce the union 
of the two parliaments were sown. These remarks have been here intro- 
duced, as Wellesley was one of the twenty -three peers who signed a protest 
against the resolutions of the Irish party. His lordship was one of the 
firmest supporters of Mr. Wilberforce, in his struggles for the abolition of 
slavery, and in 1793, inveighed strongly against Mr. Grey's motion for 
reform in parliament. On the opening (21 Jan.) of the session of 1794, a 
most important and memorable debate took place on the original policy and 
progress of the war with France. Lord Momington, in his capacity of the 
ministerial champion^ in an eloquent speech, reviewed the French revolution, 
exhibited its progress, and traced its government step by step, with the view 
of holding up to reprobation all the atrocities, blai^phemies, violence, per^ 
fidy and cruelty, that were enacted in that country. He then addressed 
himself to the spirit of aggression and wanton violation of the laws of 
nations that animated the French, and after endeavouring to enlist the syra' 
pathy of his hearers — in the cause which he was advocating, concluded by 
calling upon them to support the crown in carrying on the war with energy. 
This, being the last debate of importance (with the exception of the sedi- 
tious meetings bill, in 1795, to which he was favourably disposed,) with 
which we find his lordship's name connected with the House of Commons, 
brings us to the second epoch in his career,* his government in India. Suc- 
ceeding to that responsible post, in October, J 797, on the resignation of 
Sir John Shore, he immediately entered upon the field of his future great- 
ness. The French repubhc was then in its zenith. The blow which it 
struck on the diadems of Europe, reverberated everywhere. The moment 
was critical ; symptoms of rising commotion had become apparent. Bona- 
parte had accomplished the conquest of Egypt, and was supposed to me- 
ditate an attack upon our Indian possessions. The spirit of Tippoo-Saib, 
sultan of the Mysore, rankled under his losses ; he had sworn vengeance 
against England, and it was not forgotten by him or by India, that his 
father had marched to the gates of Madras; emissaries from the French 
government encouraged him in his secret plans for the recovery of the dis- 

* As our space will not allow us to return to a sketch of his lordship's parliamentary 
services, we may here briefly observe, though somewhat out of chronological order, that 
his lordship on his return from India, took his seat in the House of Lords, supported 
the war against Bonaparte, vindicated the expedition to Copenhagen, advocated the 
i»u8e of the Roman Catholics, inveighed against the government for their indifferent 
support of his brother in the peninsula, condemned in unqualified terms, the disregard 
to commercial interests that prevailed in the treaties by which the peace of Europe was 
consolidated in 1815, and in short was favourably disposed to liberal measures. 
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trict of Coimbatore and the hill fortresses which he had been compelled to 
surrender. The first step taken by Lord Momington, was to secure and 
fortify the island of Ferim, which commands the entrance to the Straits of 
Babelmandel; the next was to negotiate with Tippoo, for the^ purpose of 
inducing him to abstain from intercourse with the French. The sultan how- 
ever entertained a strong conviction that his true interests would be pro- 
moted by an alliance with the French directory. This being evident to the 
governor-general, he determined to strike an immediate blow, and the army 
under General (afterwards Lord) Harris, was ordered to invest Seringapa- 
tam. This siege, one of the most fearful on record, lasted a month — ^the 
town was taken by assault — ^the sultan slain, and his dominions partitioned. 
Thus by promptitude of action and sagacity of council, this formidable war 
was extinguished in little more than eight weeks ; a territory producing a 
million sterling a year, was added to the company's dominions, and the 
whole fabric of a power which it had cost the genius of Hyder Ali a life to 
raise, and which once threatened to overthrow the empire of England in 
India, was broken down and dismantled for ever. In England, the thanks 
of parliament were given to the governor-general and the army, and the 
former was made a marquess. He was at the same time offered £100,000 
of the prize money by the army, but honourably declined its acceptance. 
He however received from the court of directors as a recompense £5000 a 
year for twenty years. The next matter of importance in which we find 
his lordship taking a prominent part, was in the French expedition to Egypt, 
which aimed expressly at the British power in India. The marquess in- 
stantly conceived the bold project of attacking the French in the rear, by 
the march of an Indian army to Egypt, to co-operate with an army from 
home. In 1800, the army, under Abercromby, landed in Egypt and de- 
feated the French under Menou. General fiaird, at the head of six 
thousand of the Indian army, reached Egypt, General Belliard surrendered 
in Cairo, with thirteen thousand men. The Indian army then joined the 
British, and the siege of Alexandria was begun. Menou immediately 
capitulated, and thus the whole French expedition was midone, the fleet 
having been destroyed by Nelson and the army having been captured by 
Hutchinson ; the French army amounting in the whole to 24,000 men, 
and their captors only to 19,000 i British : the Indian army making up 
the general number to 25,G18, In the July of 1801, the peace of 
Amiens was signed, and Wellesley was ordered to restore the French 
possessions ; with extraordinary sagacity he delayed doing so till he should 
have received further intelligence. On the 18th of March, 1803, the war 
broke out afresh. 

In his management of the Mahratta war, Wellesley obtained much ad- 
ditional honour. He conquered the whole country beween the Jumna and 
the Ganges, compelling Scindiah and the rajah of Berar, to make peace. 
On these events followed the splendid victory obtained by Major General 
Wellesley, and the troops under his command at Assaye, and finally, the 
battle of Lassawarree, wliich terminated a war no less remarkable for the 
prudence and wisdom with which it was directed, than for the military 
achievements by which it was brought to a close. 

His lordship originated the scheme, of employing India-built ships in the 
trade with Europe, and endeavoured, though unsuccessfully, to establish a 
college for the civil servants of the company at Calcutta ; this last project 
was virtually opposed on the grounds of its being calculated to transfer 
advancement from patronage to merit. As we have already observed, the 
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marquess returned from his government in India, in 1805, carrying along 
with him general esteem. 

We now come to the third and concluding scene of importance in Wei- 
lesley's career, that of the vice royalty of Ireland. The well known senti- 
ments of his lordship upon the subject of catholic claims, made his 
appointment to the vice regal government of Ireland, extremely unpopular 
with the protestant party in that country. The expectations of the catholics 
were proportionally raised, and his arrival was converted into a signal for 
the renewed jealousy and rancour of both parties. The noble marquess 
pursued what was called a conciliatory policy, but this did not protect him 
from very evident manifestations of public odium, and a daring personal 
attack was made upon him on his visit to the theatre in Dublin. This led 
to judicial proceedings, in which the orange party considered that they ob- 
tained a signal triumph ; and the reader need hardly be reminded that these 
events gave rise to several long discussions in Parliament, which were 
carried on with much heat and animosity. His lordship's government com- 
menced with disturbances, insurrections, and conflagrations in the southern 
counties, which almost reached the suburbs of the capital itself, and these 
were followed by the operation of the insurrection act and other coercive 
measures. In 1883, he was reappointed to the government of Ireland, 
and finding confusion still prevalent there, had recourse again to coercive 
measures. He finally left the county in 1834, having been unsuccessful in 
giving satisfaction to either party. 

In summing up the character of the Marquess Wellesley, we may ob- 
serve that he was a fine classical scholar, poet, and orator. His eloquence 
was of the most fervent and commanding order ; and his poetical compo- 
sitions, both in Latin and English, models of elegance. Several of his 
speeches in Parliament have attracted great hnd deserved admiration, his 
published letters on Indian affairs are evidences of a master-mind ; and 
his notes relative to the peace with the Mahrattas display a perfect know- 
ledge of our Eastern empire, and lay down opinions respecting it, which 
have been and must be. acted upon so long as the mutual welfare of the 
two countries is sought by British statesmen. 

The marquess was twice married, Ist, in 1794, to Mademoiselle Roland, 
only daughter of Monsieur Pierre Roland, but had by that lady no issue. 
He married 2ndly in i825, Marianne, daughter of Richard Caton, Esq. 
of the United States of America. He died, the 26th Sept , 1842, when 
the titles conferred on him became extinct,* the earldom of Momington, 
the Viscount of Wellesley, and the Barony of Momington, in the peerage 
of Ireland, descend to his next brother. Lord Maryborough ; (for particulars 
of whom see Qt'BfiN*s County). The latter nobleman's son, the present 
representative of the family, is William Pole Tilney Long Wellesley, Earl 
OP MoRNiNOTON. Hc is ranger of Epping Forest, constable of Mary- 
borough Castle, and author of several pamphlets on political questions, and 
a work on the court of chancery. 

Morton, John, sat for Abingdon in the Parliaments of l747-54-61-68,t 
in the last he was unseated in 1770, when he was returned for New Rom- 

• See "The Dispatches, Minutes and Correspondence of the Marquess Wellesley. '* 
Edited by Montgomery Martin, 5 vols. 8vo., 1838. An useful compilation, '' Memoirs 
and Correspondence of Bicbard, Marquess of Wellesley, &c., &c.*' by R. RoriERu 
Pkarcb, Esq. 8vo. 3 vols. Bentley, 1846. An excellent work. 

t See note on this election, page 85. 
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ney. He subsequently represented Wigan in the Parliament of 1774, 
(succeeding to that seat in 1775, on the acceptance of office of his pre- 
decessor. Baron Hotham) until the period of his decease, the 25th July, 
1780. Mr. Morton, who was chief justice of Chester^ attorney- general 
to the queen and deputy high steward of Oxford, is described as of 
Tackley, Oxfordshire. He also possessed the elegant villa of I>ane8field, 
in Buckinghamshire, where he is said to have commenced an ornamental 
style of gardening, only to be found equalled in the beautiful domains at 
Blenheim. Mr. Morton, whose political principles were of the conservative 
class, voted in 1774, against perpetuating the Grenville act. 

Mtnde, Thomas, sat for WalUngford in the Parliaments of 1555*57-58. 

NfiviLLR. The Nevilles, seated at Billingbear, became possessed of 
large property in this county, partly by marriage with the Stavertons, but 
principaUy by grant from the crown. These consisted of the manors of 
Hurst, Speenhamland, Wargrave, Warfield, Ashbridge, &c. Of the noble 
and illustrious stock of Ne^le, who have been connected with the repre- 
sentative history of this county, 

Henrt, afterwards Sir Henbt, sat for the county in the Ist Parliament 
of 1553, and in the Parliaments of 1558-62.71-85. This gentleman, the 
younger brother of the 5th Baron Bbrqavsnnt (for particulars of which 
senior branch of the family, see our history of Monmouthshire,) served 
the office of high sheriff of this county, 14th Ehzabeth, 1571. In the 
church of Lawrence-Waltham, in Berkshire, appears the following epitaph 
upon a stately monument — 

" Here lyeth Sir Henry Neville, Knight, descended of the Nevilles^ 
barons of Abergavenny, who were a branch of the house of Westmobe- 
LAND. He was (besides martial service) of the. privy chamber to King 
Henry the Eight and King Edward the Sixt. He dyed the 13th of January. 
1593. Issue he had by Dame Elizabeth, sole heire to Sir John Gresham, 
Knt. by Dame Fbancbs, sole heire to Sir Hen by Thwaites, Knt. which 
Dame Elizabeth dyed 6th Nov., 1573, &c.*' Of the offspring of the 
match here alluded to — 

Henby, afterwards Sie Henby, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 
1685-85-92, and for the county in the Parliaments of 1603-14, for which 
he was high sheriff 37 Elizabeth, 1594. ** He owed his introduction at 
court," says Lodge, " to a family connection with Secretary Cecil, and his 
promotion there, perhaps, yet more to his own merit, for he was a person of 
great wisdom and integrity. He was appointed ambassador to France in 
April, 1599 ; and in the summer of the following year, acted as first 
commissioner at the treaty of Boulogne. Unfortunately for him the ne- 
gotiation was concluded a few months before the discovery of Essex's 
conspiracy ; and at his return he unwarily listened to some hints of that 
wild design, which his excessive attachment to the earl induced him to con- 
ceal. Essex, on his arraignment, named him as a party ; he was committed 
to the tower for misprision of treason, in the midst of his preparations for 
returning to his charge in France, and sentenced to pay a heavy fine which 
was mitigated to £5000. The alteration caused in lus pecuniary circum- 
stances, by the rigid exaction of this penalty, compelled him in the next 
reign to accept of offices beneath his deserts ; and contrary to his spirited 
disposition, we find him/projecting and executing various little sdbemes 
for the relief of James's necessities ; and, in spite of the efforts made by 
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his fnends to get him appointed secretary in 1612, he was never advanced 
to any higher employment, owing, as it is said, to the king's having con- 
ceived a personal dislike to him." He died the 10th June, 1615. 

Edward, who sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 1588-99, was we be- 
lieve cousin to the former, and subsequently succeeded as 6th baron to the 
peerage of Bbrgavbnny. 

Hbnrt, who sat for the county in the ^nd Parliament of 1640, for Reading 
in the CromwelUan Parliament of 1658, succeeding to the first in 1649, on 
the demise of the Earl of Pembroke, was the grandson of Sir Henry, the 
ambassador just mentioned. He was' bom in 1 620, and became a com- 
moner of Merton College, Oxford, in 1635, but appears to have left it 
without taking a degree. In the beginning of the rebellion, he travelled 
on the continent, but returned in 1645, and became an active agent for re- 
publicanism. In November, 1651, he was elected one of the council of 
state, but when he found Cromwell aspiring to the throne, under the pre- 
tence of a protectorate, he retired. He caballed with Harrington and 
others for tiieir imaginary commonwealth, until the Restoration, when he 
was taken into custody but soon after released. From this time he lived 
privately until his death, which occurred 20th September, 1694, at War^ 
field. The only one of his publications worthy of notice, was his " Plato 
Redivivus, or a Dialogue Concerning Governments," 1681, which Mr. 
HoUis in his republican zeal, reprinted in 1763. He was also the editor 
of MachiaveFs works, and the defender of his principles. 

Richard, who sat for the county in the Parliament of 1661, (succeeding 
in 1670, on the elevation of Lovelace to the peerage), was the elder brother 
of the preceding, a justice of the peace, and a deputy lieutenant of this 
county. He married, Anne, daughter of Sir John Hey don, Knt., of Ba- 
conthorpe, co. Norfolk, and left at the period of his decease in 1776, 
besides other issue, a son^ — 

Richard, who sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1695-8-^1700-01- 
02-05-08. He voted in 1702 in favour of the bill for securing the protes- 
tant succession ; in 1704, against tacking on the occasional conformity to the 
land tax bill ; in 1708, for the act for naturalizing French protestants, and 
against Dr. Sacheverel. He was born 12th October, 1655, and married, 
Catherine, daughter of Ra]ph Grey, Lord Grbt of Wark, and by her had 
with other issue, a son,—* 

Grbt, who sat for Abingdon in the Parliament of 1 705*, and for WaU 
lingford in the Parliaments of 1708-10. He also represented Berwick- 
upon-Tweed, in the Parliaments of 1715-22, until his demise 24th April, 
1723. He supported in 1708, the act for naturalizing foreign protestants, 
and voted against Dr. Sacheverel. Mr. Neville was a commissioner for 
stating the debts due to the army. 

Richard Aldworth, afterwards Lord Braybrooke, sat for Reading in 
the Parliaments of 1780-84-90-96, succeeding to the first on the demise 
of Mr. Dodd in 1782, and seceding from the last in 1797, on being elevated 
to the peerage. He also sat for Buckingham in the early part of the Par- 
liament of 1780, until his acceptance of the office of agent to the regi- 
ment of Buckinghamshire militia in 1782. Mr. Neville was the son of 
Richard Aldwortii, Esq. M.P. for Reading, &c., (for whom see this county 
page 102), who assumed the name of NeviUe. He succeeded to the 
peerage, as second Baron Bratbrookb, according to the limitations 

* See note on this election page 85. 
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made at the time ; that title was granted, 5th September, 1788, to Sir John 
Griffin, Lord Howard of Walden, when it was specially ordered that in 
default of that nobleman having issue, the title shoald descend to Richard 
Aldwoith Neville, one of whose female ancestors had married James, second 
Lord Griffin, of Braybrooke. The member for Reading was bom 3rd July, 
1750, and was educated at Merton College, Oxford, where he was created 
an M.A., 4th July, 1771. His lordship died 28th Feb.. 1825, leaving be- 
hind him the character of a distinguished agriculturist, and an upright, 
honourable, and benevolent man. In politics, he sided with the Hberal party. 
Lord Braybrooke married in 1 780, Catherine, sister of the first marquess 
of Buckingham, and had by that lady, besides other issue, a successor, — 

Thb Hon. Richard, now Lord Braybrooke, who sat for the county in 
the Parliaments of 1812-18-20, having previously represented Thirsk, in 
the Parliament of 1802, (succeeding in 1805, on the demise of Sir Gregory 
Turner, Bart.,) and Saltash in 1806. His political principles are liberal. His 
lordship, who was born in 1783, has assumed the name of Griffin in lieu 
of his patronymic Neville, to mark his descent from the extinct Lords Griffin 
of Braybrooke Castle. He is an LL.D., high steward of Wokingham, co. 
Berks, recorder of Saffron Walden^ Essex, and visitor of Magdalen Col- 
lege, Cambridge, as owner of Audley-End. His lordship married in 1819, 
Jane, eldest daughter of the second Marquess Comwallis, by whom he has. 
with other issue, an heir-apparent, the Hon. Richard Comwallis Neville, 
who was for some years in the grenadier guards. 

Ralph, who sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1841*, is nephew to 
the preceding, and eldest son of the Hon. and very Rev. G«orge NeviUe- 
Grenville,t (dean of Windsor and Wolverhampton, registrar of the order of 
the garter, and master of Magdalen College, Cambridge), by the lady 
Charlotte Legge, second daughter of George third Earl of Dartmouth. 
The member for Windsor, who was bom 27th Feb., 1817, and who manied 
in 1845, Juha Roberta, third daughter of Sir Robert Frankland Russell, 
Bart., was a lord of the treasury in 1846, and is a deputy lieutenant for 
Somerset. 

In the House, he voted with the conservative party, supporting in 
1842 the income tax bill, in 1843, the arm's (Ireland) bill, in 1845, 
the grant to Maynooth College, (on which subject he personally ad- 
dressed the House on the second reading of that bill April 18) ; in 1846, 
in favour of the com importation bill. In 1846, he took a part in the 
debate respecting the system of flogging in the army, which he deprecated. 
In addition to the marriages mentioned in this history of the family, the 
Nevilles of Billingbere have allied with the Smiths of Ostenhanger, Kent ; 
the Rainsfords of Dallington, the Earls of Portsmouth ; the Whitwells of 
Oundle, Northampton ; the Glynns, baronets of Hawarden Castle, Flint ; 
the Thompsons, Barons Wenlock. &c. 

Nbwbury, Humphrbt, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 16^5-6. 
From his epitaph in Lawrence- Waltham church, he appears to have been 
" an utter barrister of Lincolnes Inn ; who for his greate learning and 
knowledge in the lawes of this land, was much esteemed by them that knew 
him and his worth. He departed this lyfe the 13th day of July, 1638, 
aged sixty-flve yeares and upwards." 

* See note on this election, page 100. 

f The Rev. gentleman amumed the name of GrenYille in 1825. pursuant to the will 
of his kinsman, Lord Glasloubury, to whose property he succeeded. . 
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NoRKBYS. This family, (a branch of the highly distinguished stock of 
Norreys of Speke, co. Lancaster), seated at Bray, possessed numerous 
manors in the county, the high sheriffdom of which it served 16, 21 and 36 
Henry VI., 9, 19, and 22 Edward IV., 2 Henry VII., 4 and 43 Elizabeth. 

Henrt, afterwards Sir Henry and ultimately Baron Norreys, sat 
for the county in the Parliament of 1547. Speaking of him. Fuller ob- 
serves : " it is hard to say whether this Tree of Honour was more remark- 
able for the root from whence he sprung, or for the branches that sprung 
from him. He was son to Sir Henry Norrice who suffered in the cause of 
Queen Anne BuUen, grandchild to Sir Edward Norrice, who married Frids- 
wide^ sister and coheir to the last Lord Lovell. He was father (though 
himself of a meek and mild disposition), to the martial brood of Norrices, 
of whom hereafter.* Sir Henry, who was knighted in- 1566, having been 
accredited ambassador to the court of France in the 14th Elizabeth, and 
having fulfilled the duties of his mission to the entire satisfaction of his 
royal mistress, was created Baron Norreys, of Rycote, co. Oxford, 8th 
May, 1572. His lordship married Margery, daughter and coheir of John, 
Lord Williams of Thame, co. Oxford ; by whom he left at his decease £ve 
sons in 1600, four of whom have been connected with the parhamentary 
history of this county^ viz., — 

William, who sat for Windsor in the 2nd Parliament of 1554-55-57, 
and for the county in the Parliament of 1572, succeeding to the latter on 
the demise of Mr. Forster. He was the eldest son^ and was marshal of 
Berwick, usher of the order of the garter and of the parliament house, a 
gentleman pensioner, comptroller of the works of Windsor Castle and its 
parks, and keeper of Folli-John park, "which ofEces," says the epitaph over 
his tomb at Bray, " he had by the guift of Queene Mary, and enjoyed them 
during lyfe, most faithfully serving his noble soveraigne Queene Elizabeth ; 
a justice of the peace of Berkshire ; ever of honest behaviour and good 
reputation, favouring the verteous, pleasuring many, hurting none, dyed at 
his house at Fyfield, 16th Aprilis, 1591, at the age of sixty-eight yeares, 

* The follovring curious parallel betvreen this family and that of Knollts, described 
at page 162 in the history of this county, is taken from Lhyd^s State Worthies. 

** My Lord Norris had by his lady an ample issue, which the queen highly respected ; 
for he had six sons, all martial brave men, of haughty courage and of great experience, 
in the conduct of military affairs. Greater was not faction between Leicester and 
Sussex, than that between the Knowles and the Norrises in the county ; both families 
of Oxfordshire ; the one resolute at Greys, the other valiant at Rycote : the former got 
great estates at home, the latter attained to great honour abroad. The Knowles were 
beloved by the queen for their own sakes, the Norrises for their and her own sake, ihe 
Knowles were of the same blood with her majesty, the Noriises spent theirs for her. 
As the first eminent Norris suffered for Anne Builen, the queen's mother, so the first 
eminent Knowles suffered with protestantism, her religion. Norris could not rise, though 
he deserved his honour, because of Leicester that favoured his brother Knowles, and 
Essex that envied him ; neither could Knowles advance because of Sussex that feared 
and Cecil that suspected him. The Knowles were deserving but modest ; favoured but 
humble ; powerful but quiet ; rather firm at court than high ; allied to the queen and 
faithhil to the crown. Queen Elizabeth advanced Sir Francis to the vice-chamberlain- 
shlp, treasurership of the household, captainship of the guard, and the order of the 
garter, because she said he was an honest man; and King James, and King Charles 
raised his son Sir William to the earldom of Banbury, because he was a serviceable 
man. Honestly faithful wns that family to their mistress that was, and providently so 
were they to their master that should. Handsome men they were when attending at 
court, and valiant when called to the camp '* It is further remarkable that the Irish 
conspirator Thomond opened a plot against the government in Ireland to the agent Nor- 
reys, and the. Scotch schismatical Hames discovered a design against the church in 
England to the ambassador Knollys. 
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and had issue (by his wife, Elizabeth, daaghter of Sir Richard Morrison, 
Knt.,) six sons and six daughters.'* His brother, — 

Sir Hbnrt, sat for the county in the Parliamenls of 1588-97. From 
what we have been able to gather from Fuller and Lloyd, it would appear 
that this gentleman shared the fate of his brother Sir Thomas, president of 
Munster, who, in the words of the former quaint writer, " being hurt in a 
fight, and counting it a scratch rather than a wound, he scorned to have it 
plaistered, as if the balsam of his body would cure itself ; but it randed, 
festered, gangreened, and he dyed thereof." Sir Henry's brother, — 

Sir Edward, sat for Abingdon in the Parliaments of 1585-88. He was 
governor of Ostend. His brother, — 

Sir John, who sat for Windsor in the ParUaments of 1597-1600, was 
one of the most distinguished generals of his age. He is thus characterized 
by Fuller : — " He was a most accomplished general, both for a charge, which 
is the sword, and a retreat, which is the shield, of war. By the latter, he 
purchased to himself immortal praise, when, in France, he brought off a 
small handfall of Enghsh from a great armfull of enemies ; fighting as he 
retreated, and retreating as he fought,'* Sent to Ireland in 1596, with the 
title of lord- general, his success against the hardy people of that country 
did not correspond with his high military character. " He found it far 
harder,** says Fuller, " to find out than fight his enemies, they so secured 
themselves in fastnesses. Supplies sown thick in promises came up thin 
in performances, so slowly were succours sent unto him." He was imposed 
upon by Tyrone, and was at constant variance with the Lord Deputy Rus- 
sell. When the latter was recalled, Norreys expected to succeed him in his 
office ; but through the influence of Essex, Lord Bourg was sent over as 
deputy, and Sir John was ordered in a sort of disgrace to retire to his 
government of Munster. Essex, by disgracing the brave general, (who is 
said to have died broken-hearted) meant to pave the way for his own Irish 
expedition, and the success of his intrigue proved the immediate cause of 
his ruin. 

Of the offspring of William Norreys, the member for Windsor above 
mentioned, Francis succeeded as 2nd Baron Norreys, and was created 
Viscount Thame, and Earl of Berkshire, ^8 January, 1620, in which year 
he committed suicide,* when the earldom of Berkshire expired, but the Barony 
of Norreys descended through his daughter to his great grandson, the Hon. 
James Bertie, (for particulars of whose family, now represented by the Earl 
of Lindsay, see Lincolnshirb), who was summoned to Parliament as Baron 
Norreys, of Rycote, 27 October, 1675, and created Earl op Abingdon, 30 
November, 1682. His lordship's son, — 

Montagu Lord Norreys, afterwards 2nd Earl of Abingdon, sat for 
tfie county in the Parliament of 168S, His lordship, whose name appears 
among the list of those members of the House of Commons who voted 

* ** It seems that he was a man of a haughty and violent temper, which terminated 
his life in a fatal manner. On the 16th February following his advancement, be was 
attendant on the Parliament then sitting ; and standing in the entrance of the House 
of Lords, where the passage was narrow, he was jostled by the Lord Scroope, who was 
passing by. This so enraged him, that though the House was sitting, and the Prince 
there, he rudely thrust before that nobleman, in consequence of which he was committed 
to the Fleet. His spirit was so great, that he could not bear the complication of this 
and other injuries, which had made a deep impression on him. Not long after, there- 
fore, brooding over these affronts, he mortally wounded himself in the face and neck 
with a cxoss-bow, at his house at Rycot in Oxfordshire, and died on the Wednesday 
following."— Brydgb's Memoirs of Peers ^ Vol, 1, pp. 465-6. 
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agamst making the Prince and Princess of Orange King and Queen, nvas 
sworn of the privy council to Queen Anne, 21 April, I70S, and on the 27th 
May following was constituted constable of the Tower of London, and lord 
lieutenant of the Tower Hamlets; he was further appointed, 10 June, 1702, 
lord lieutenant and custos rotulorum of Oxfordshire : but in September, 
1705, was removed from his employments. However, upon another change 
of the ministry in I7IO, he was appointed chief justice and justice in eyre 
of all her majesty's forests, &c. on the south side of the Trent ; and was 
again sworn of her majesty's privy council; and on the 17th May, 1712* 
reconstituted lord lieutenant of Oxfordshire. On the demise of the queen, 
he was one of the nineteen lords justices nominated by her successor, (pur- 
suant to an act of parliament) for the government of the kingdom till his 
arrival from Hanover ; and a new privy council being appointed by his 
majesty to meet on the Ist of October, 1714, he was sworn in. On the 
16th of the same month he was further appointed lord lieutenant of Oxford- 
shire, as also custos rotulorum of the same county ; and soon after made 
justice in eyre, &c. south of the Trent. These places his lordship, however, 
kept but for a short period, being unfriendly to the measures of the admini- 
stration, which he opposed with great spirit in that and the succeeding 
reign, as may be seen from the debates and protests of the House of Peers. 
His lordship, who was recorder and high steward of the city of Oxford^ 
dying the 16th June, 1743, without issue living, was succeeded in his 
honours and estates by his nephew, Willouohby, the 3rd Earl of A.bingdon, 
who took his seat in the House of Peers, where he was always numbered 
among t]xe true friends of his country. Dying the 10th June, 1660, his 
lordshjp left (besides a son, Perborine, M.P. for Oxford, which county 
see for particulars of him), a successor, Willoughbt, 4th £arL He was 
educated at Geneva, and imbibed some of the democratic principles of the 
unsuccessful part of that republic. He generally opposed the measures of 
the administration ; and his frequent speeches in the House of Peers were pe- 
culiarly eccentric. In 1777 he published "Thoughts on Mr. Burke's letter 
to the sheriffs of Bristol, on the affairs of America ;" which were read with 
considerable applause. His lordship, who was chosen high steward of 
Abingdon and Wallingford, dying on the 26th September, 1799, was suc- 
ceeded by his son, the present Montague Bbrtik, Earl of Abingdon, 
lord lieutenant of Berkshire, high steward of Abingdon, and D.C.L. His 
eldest son. Lord Norreys, is M.P. for Oxfordshire, (which county see 
for particulars of his lordship.) 

In looking through the pedigree of the Barons of Norreys and Earls of 
Abingdon, from the institution of the former title to the present time, we 
find it recording the alhance by marriage of these families with the Williams, 
Barons of Thame ; the De Veres, Earls of Oxford ; the Sackvilles, Earls 
of Dorset ; the Venables, Barons of Kinderton ; the Viscounts Wenman ; 
the Kerrs, Marquesses of Lothian ; the Gages, Barons Gage ; the Jeph- 
sons, of Froyle, Hants ; the Chamberlaynes, Baronets of Northbrook ; the 
Harcourts, &c. 

OoBLTHORPE, OwBN, sutfor WalUngford in the Parliament of 1597. He 
previously represented Wicombe in 1588, and is described as of Newington, 
CO. Oxford. For further details of the family of Oglethorpe, see our history 
of Surrey. ' 

Packer. This family, extinct in the male line, and represented in the 
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female line by Winchcombb Hknrt Howard Hartley, Esq., of Backlebury 
House, (for whose family see page 149, in the history of this county,) was 
formerly seated at Shillingford, obtained the estate of Bucklebury by mar- 
riage with the coheir of the Winchcombe family, and purchased the castle 
of Donnington, which it held at the time of its vigorous siege, and still more 
vigorous opposition to the Parliamentarian forces. Of the Packers, — 

Robert, iat for WalUngford in the ^nd Parliament of 1640, and in the 
Parliaments of 1660-61-79, succeeding to the first on the disablement of 
Mr. Howard in 1646. He appears to have been among the list of those 
members who were imprisoned or secluded, as well as those that were seized 
on by the army the 6th December, 1648, for having voted the day pre- 
viously, " That the king's answers to the proposition of both houses were a 
ground for peace." Mr. Packer, who was buried at Shillingford, died the 
25th February. 1681, aged 67. 

Robert, sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1710-13- 15-23*-27. 
succeeding to the first in 1712, on the elevation of tiie Rt. Hon. Henry St. 
John to the peerage. He voted, in 1713, in favour of the French com- 
merce bill ; in 17 16 against the bill for repealing the triennial act ; in 1719 
against the bill for strengthening the protestant interest and the peerage 
bill. Mr. Packer, who died 4th April, 1731, left by his wife, daughter of 
Sir Henry Winchcombe, Bt., (and sister to Lady Bolingbroke) a son, — 

Winchcombb, Howard, who sat for the county in the Parliaments of 
1727-34-41, succeeding to the first on the demise of his father in 1731, 
and seceding from the last the 21st August, 1746, the period of* his death. 
On the 27th October ensuing, his only surviving brother died, when the 
family of Packer became extinct in the male line. The county member 
voted, in 1733, against Sir Robert Walpole's excise scheme; in 1734, in 
favour of the repeal of the septennial act ; and, in 1739, against taking the 
Hanoverians into British pay. 

Palmer. The family of Palmer, which was seated at an early period in 
the parishes of Sunning and Hurst, in this county, served the office of its 
high sheriff, 32 Charles XL, 1680 ; 39 George III., 1798 ; and 59 of the 
same monarch, 1818. 

Roger, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1660.t 

Charles Ftshe, sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1818^-20-26- 
30§-31-33.37. His father, Henry Fyshe, Esq., of Ickwell, co. Bedford, 
became possessed, by bequest from Richard Palmer, Esq., of the manor of 
East Court, whereupon he assumed the name of Palmer. The member for 
Reading married, the 25th Nov. 1805, Lady Madelina, widow of Sir Robert 
Sinclair, Bart., of Stevenston, co. Haddington, (mother of the present Sir 
John Gordon Sinclair, Bart., R.N.) second daughter of Alexander^ 4th 
Duke of Gordon, and sister to the Duchess Dowager of Richmond, the late 
Duchess of Manchester, the Marchioness Dowager Cornwallis, and the 
Duchess Dowager of Bedford. He died the 24th January, 1 843, at his 
seat at Luckley House, Wokingham. When in the House he advocated 
reform principles, supporting the test act, the Roman catholic emancipation 
bill, the parliamentary reform measures, the abolition of slavery, and certain 
reforms in the poor law system. 

RoBRRT, sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1826-30-31-33-35-37- 

* See note on this election, page 81. + Ibid., pnge 98. 

t Ibid., page 91. § Ibid., page 91. 
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41-47, sacceeding to that of 1831 on the elevation of Mr. Diindas to the 
peerage in 1832. Mr. Palmer 8 family settled at Hurst about the year 
1600. His grandfather, Robrrt, who was of Great Russell Street, 
Bloomsbury Square, was for many years agent to the Duke of Bedford. In 
1795, Sir Thomas Rich, Bart., to whom the manor of Sunning belonged, 
sold it to Richard Palmer, Esq., father of the county member. Soon after 
the purchase, Mr. Palmer resolved to fix his country residence here, and 
in consequence built the handsome mansion of Holme Park. The subject 
of this notice, who was bom 3 1 st January, 1 793, succeeded his father in 
1806', and is at present a magistrate for Wiltshire and this county, being 
also a deputy lieutenant of the latter, the high sheriffdom of which he served 
(as did also his father, 39 George III., 1798) in 1818. The county mem- 
ber, who is a conservative, has treated the subjects of the com laws, of 
tithes, of the abolition of slavery, and of taxes, in conformity with these 
principles. In the eventful parliament of 1841, we find him voting, in 
1842, in favour of the income tax ; in 1845, against the grant to Maynooth 
college; in 1846 against the corn importation bill; and in 1847 against the 
Roman catholic relief bill. He has frequently addressed the House on 
various matters. The Palmers have allied with the Beauchamps, Baronets 
of Langley ; the Pyms, of the Hazells, co. Bedford ; the Edwards', of Pen-, 
nant, co. Denbigh ; the Bowies', of North Aston, co. Oxford, &c. 

Parkbr, Georok, Lord, afterwards 2nd EUrl of Macclesfield, sat for 
WalUngford in the Parliament of 1722. His lordship, for details of whose 
family see our history of Oxfordshire, was the son of the 1st Earl of 
Macclesfield, a lawyer of eminence in the reign of Queen Anne, and 
M'.P. for Derby, (for particulars of whom see that county). The noble 
member for Wallingford, who in early life made the tour of Europe, the 
Journal of which was subsequently published in two quarto volumes, by his 
friend and companion, Edward Wright, Esq., was appointed in the lifetime 
of his father a teller of the exchequer. His lordship has principally con- 
nected his name with history by the great share he took in framing and 
canying on the act of parliament for altering the style. A speech which 
he made in the House of Peers on this subject, 1 8th March, 1750, was so 
well received as to be published. For the great knowledge evinced of his 
subject on this occasion, as well as the remarks which he subsequently gave 
to the world upon the solar and lunar years, his lordship was indebted for 
the excellent tuition he had received from his master, the famous Sir Wil- 
liam Jones. On the latter gentleman's circumstances becoming straightened, 
owing to the unexpected failure of his banker, the Earl took that oppor- 
tunity to mark his gratitude towards his old tutor by appointing him to the 
profitable and sinecure office of second clerk in the exchequer office. 
Chosen member of several foreign academies, his lordship was appointed, 
20th November, 1752, by unanimous vote, president of the Royal Society, 
and on the installation of John, Earl of Westmoreland, as Chancellor of the 
University of Oxford, in 1759, received the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Law. At the funeral procession of Frederick, Prince of Wales, 1 3th April, 
1751, he was one of tlie supporters of the pall. His lordship died 17th 
March, 1764. 

Parry, Thomas, sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1547, in the 
\st Parliament of 1553. and in the Parliament of ] 55b ; and for the county 
in the Parliament (f 1586. The Parrys of Berkshire were seated at 
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Hampsted Marshall, and possessed several manors in the parishes of Bur- 
field, Enbome, Uffington, &c. Sib Thohas, who was treasurer of the 
household to Queen Elizabeth, and who died chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster in 1616, built a handsome mansion at Hampstead Marshall. 
Thomas was high sheriff of the county, 18 & 30 Eliz., 1575-1587. 

Paul, William, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1710, until his 
demise in May, 1711. Mr. Paul's family were seated at Bray wick, in 
this county. His grandfather, William, was a divine of note in the 
time of the commonwealth, when he advocated royalist principles. He 
was rector of Brigbtwell, and was subsequently promoted to the see of 
Oxford. The member for Windsor, who was also nephew to Sir William 
Paul, Knt., who was dubbed in 1671, married Katherine, daughter of the 
4th Earl of Westmoreland, and left by that lady a daughter, Catherine, 
who, marrpng Sir Thomas Stapleton, Bart., of Oxfordshire, became ulti- 
mately maternal ancestor of the last Baron Le Despencer, whose 
daughter, Mary Frances Elizabeth Stapleton, wife of Evelyn Boscawen, 
Esq., is the present baroness. 

Payne, Gkiffin, sfl^ /or Wallingford in the Parliaments o/ 1603-14. 
The Paynes, who are described as of this borough, were confirmed in a 
grant of arms, 12th January, 1586. The member was mayor of Wal- 
lingford. 

Pechell, Sir Samuel John Bbooke, Bart., sat for Windsor in the 
ParUameni o/1833, and for Hallestone in 1830. "The ancestry of this 
family," says Betham, " having been proved and registered in the college 
of arms, we are enabled to speak of it with certainty." As our space 
will not allow us to enter into the full and interesting details of the 
Pechells given by that writer in his baronetage, we must here briefly 
state that they claim descent from the French family of Pierre de Pechels, 
described as proprietor of the baronies of La Boissennade and St. Cran 
Barre, who, to exonerate himself from the national burthens, (from which 
the nobles only were exempt) produced a certificate, bearing date 18th 
Jime, 1547, in the reign of Henry H., to prove his descent. Samuel 
Pechell and his wife, the Marquise Thierry, who lived in the seventeenth 
century, appear to have suffered so severely from the revocation of the 
edict of Nantes as to be compelled to quit their country separately. The 
. former, being embarked with the felons for the West Indies, subsequently 
made his escape, and ultimately settled in Ireland, where he was joined 
by his wife, who had remained in seclusion at Geneva.* Their son, 
Jacob, who was bom in 1679, embracing the military profession, served 
in different corps in Spain and Flanders with peculiar credit, and was 
promoted to the lieutenant-colonelcy of the 16th regiment of foot. Of 
his sons, Samuel was one of the masters in chancery, and a lawyer of 
great erudition ; Geobge was a lieutenant of marines, kiUed at the attack 
of Fort St. Lazare, in Carthagena ; and Paul was a lieutenant-colonel in 
the army. This last gentleman, from whom the present baronet descends 
immediately, began his military career as a comet in the royal dragoons, 
and after serving in two campaigns in Flanders, when he was wounded 

* The full particulaTB of the sufferings endured bj Mr. Pechell and his wife are given 
in Bbtham's Baronetage^ in a very interesting extract from the 5th volume (page 854) 
of '•L*Hiatoire de la Revocation de VEdit de Nantes," 
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at the battle of Lafeldt, obtsdned in 1746, a company in the 36th regiment 
of foot, and was appointed in 1747, aide-de-camp to Lieutenant- General 
Hawley, and afterwards to the Hon. Lieutenant- General Sir Charles How- 
ard, K.B. In 1751, he exchanged into the Srd regiment of dragoon guards, 
and in 1754, into the second troop of horse grenadier guards, from which, 
after having arrived at the rank of lieutenant- colonel, he retired in 1767, 
and was created a baronet, 1st May, 1797. Dying the ISth January, 1800, 
he left, (besides Augustus, of Berkhampstead, appointed receiver general 
of the post office, in 1785, and of the customs, in 1790,) a eon Thomas, 
who succeeded him as 2nd Baronet, and who was M.P. for Downton, (for 
particulars of him, see Wiltshire), This Sir Thomas, dying in 1826, 
left (beside George Richard Pechell, M.P. for Brighton, for whom see 
Sussex,) a son — tlie |M*esent baronet, 

Sir Samuel, whom we have mentioned at the commencement of this article, 
as member for Windsor and Hallestone. This gentleman, who was born 
1 September, 1785, entered the naval service of his country, and obtained 
his commissions of lieutenant, 1 April, 1803 ; commander, 23 March, 1807; 
captain, 16 June, 1808 j and rear admiral of the blue, 9 November, 1846. 
As midshipman of the Phcebe, he was present at the capture of the French 
frigate Nii4ide, in 1797> and of the Africaine, in 1801. Lieutenant of the 
Foudroyant, in 1806, he was at the taking of the Marengo and Belle Poule. 
Mr. Pechell commanded the Cleopatra, in the action with and the capture 
of the French frigate Topaze, under a battery at Guadaloupe, and at the 
siege of Martinique, in 1809. In the destruction of the camp at Hampton, 
on the coast of America, he commanded the tenders and boats of the squad- 
ron engaged in that affair, and in 18^326, was in commission of the Cybele, 
at the attack upon pirates at Port Bono. 

Sir Samuel, whose name has been twice gazetted for his gallant conduct 
throughout the late war, is the author of two important pamphlets, " Upon 
the fittingof guns.** Heis also an F.R.S., a C.B. (1815). a K.C.H. (1833) 
and an extra naval aide-de-camp to her majesty. In parliament. Sir Samuel 
supported Lord Grey's administration, under whom he took office as a lord 
of thie admiralty. 

The Pechells have allied with the Boyds, baronets of Danson Hill, Kent; 
the Hales, baronets of Howletts, Kent ; the Brookes, of Pagglesham, 
Essex ; the Drakes, of Amersham, Bucks ; the Claverings, (through 
whom they are connected with the Earls of Delawarr) ; the noble famihes 
of Petre De La Zouche, Ker, &c. From the match with the heiress of 
Brookes, above stated, the Pechells obtained in the person of Sir Thomas, 
2nd baronet, (who assumed in 1801, by sign-manual, his maternal surname 
of Brooke, in addition to and before his patronymic,) the estates of Paggle- 
sham, in Essex. Sir Samuel has two seats, one at Aid wick in Sussex, and 
another at Twickenham in Middlesex. 

Pembroke and Montgomery, Philip, Earl of, sat for Berkshire in the 
^nd Parliament of 1640, succeeding in 1649. on the demise of Sir Francis 
Pile, and seceding at his own demise in 1649-50. For details of his lord- 
ship's family, see our History of Wiltshire, in which county it is seated. 

By the act passed in March, 1648, *' for abolishing the House of Peers," 
it was declared " that such lords as have demeaned themselves with honour, 
courage and fidehty to the commonwealth, and their posterity who shall 
continue so, shall not be excluded from the public councils of the nation, but 
shall be admitted thereunto, and have their free vote in parliament, if they 
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shall be thereunto elected, as other persons of interest elected and qnali- 
fied thereunto ought to have.'* In consequence of this act, the Earl of 
Pembroke took his seat in the House of Commons, on the 16th April, 
1649, as knight of the shire for this county ; as did also, in the same year, 
William, Earl of Salisbury, as a burgess of Lynne, and Edward, Lord 
Howard, of Escrike, as a citizen for Carlisle. These were the only peers 
who were elected members of the House of Commons. The earl, 
from his comely appearance and great skill in hunting, is said to have at- 
tracted the notice of Jambs I., who made him a gentleman of his bed- 
chamber. He subsequently succeeded, in temp, Charles L, to the office of 
lord chamberlain, which he retained till 1641. when, owing to an ungovern- 
able fit of rage displayed in the House of Peers, towards Lord Mowbray, 
whom he is said to have struck, he was committed to the tower, and 
deprived of his staff. Hence originated the feelings which induced the earl 
to take part with the parliamentarians. When the king left Oxford for 
Colebrook, and the parliament had their garrison at Reading, the earls of 
Northumberland and Pembroke, were selected to carry the petition of both 
houses to him, and were afterwards employed in similar services! In 1643, 
he was one of the twenty-two peers who remained sitting in the house at 
Westminster, or were engaged on the parliament side, after the rest had 
withdrawn themselves out of duty and conscience, and met at Oxford to rally 
round the king. He was one of the commissioners for the treaty at Ux- 
bridge, and though chancellor of the university of Oxford, joined in the 
commission for reforming the discipline and doctrine of that college. The 
earl's character, says Granger, " was rather that of a country squire, than 
that of a man of quality, as during his retirement at Wilton, his only occu- 
pation and delight were with dogs and horses." He was choleric, boisterous 
and absurd ; and it has been observed of him, that when he was lord cham- 
berlain, he broke many wiser heads than his own. We have it upon record, 
that he broke his staff over the shoulders of May the poet, for being out 
of his place at a masque at court, fiutler has made himself merry with 
some of his absurdities." 

PiGOT. Of this family, now represented by Sir Robert Pioot, Baronet 
of Patshall, co. Stafford, and M.P. for Bridgnorth, (for particulars of whom 
and the family generally, see Shropshirk.) 

George, Lord, sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1761, suc- 
ceeding in 1765, on the demise of Mr. Harvey, about which period he had 
been elevated from the degree of a baronet, which had been conferred upon 
him, 5 December, 1764, to that of a baron in the Irish peerage, under the 
title of Lord Pigot, of Patshall. He subsequently represented Bridgenorth, 
in the parliaments of 1768 and 1774, until his acceptance, in 1777, of the 
office of governor of Fort St. George, in the East Indies. (For further 
particulars of this unfortunate nobleman, see Shropshire. ) His brother. 

Sir Robkrt, who sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 17 6S, resign- 
ing his seat in 1771, on being made warden of the mint — succeeded him 
in the baronetcy, the barony becoming extinct on his lordship's death, with- 
out issue. Sir Robert, an officer of considerable merit, served in the Ame- 
rican war with great repute to himself, obtaining signal distinction, at the 
battle of Bunkers Hill, for which he was rewarded with a colonelcy, in the 
38th foot. He was governor of St. Mawe's Castle, and dying the 1st 
Aug. 1796, left by his wife, Anne, daughter of Allen Johnson, Esq. of Kil- 
ternan, Dublin, a successor. Sir George, a general officer in the army, (and 
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fiather of the present baronet* for whom, as we have already stated, see 
Sbbopshirk^) who died in 1841. 

PiooTT, Francis, returned for Reading in the Parliament of 1847. He 
unsuccessfully contested U'inchester, in 1841. This gentleman, the son of 
Paynton Pigott Stainsby Conant, Esq. of Archer Lodge, co. Hants, and 
Banbury, co. Oxford, traces his descent, we understand, from a common 
source with Sir Thomas Pigott, Baronet of Knapton, Queen^s County, — 
viz. from Pigott. Baron of Boome, in Normandy, one of the forty knights 
who accompanied William the Conqueror to this country.* Mr. Pigott, 
who was bom at Trunkwell House, in this county, in 1S09, was educated 
at Eton, and at Lincoln CoUege, Oxford, and married in 1833, Frances 
Phillips, second daughter of Lieutenant General Sir Francis John Connor 
Wilder, of the Manor House, Binfield, Berks. He is lieutenant of the 
North Hants yeomanry cavalry, and a magistrate for the same county, 
where he possesses the seat of Heckfield Heath. Of liberal principles, he 
declared at the last hustings that he was opposed to the endowment of the 
Roman Cathohc clergy, and that he considered many portions of the present 
poor law as unnecessarily cruel and oppressive. 

Pile, Sir Francis, Bart., sat for the county in the 2d Parliament of 
1640, succeeding in 1646, on the disablement of Mr. Fettiplace, and seced- 
ing on his demise in 1648. The family of Pile, which is described as of 
Compton Beauchamp, in this county, appears to have been in possession of 
that manor from an early period in the seventeenth century, till 1670, when 
it passed by marriage to the Richards of Yaverland, in the Isle of Wight. 
According to the authority of Collins, the Piles appear to have pos« 
sessed a high reputation in this county, for some hundred years, and several 
of them have had the honour of knighthood conferred upon them by the 
kings of England, for their known loyalty, justice and valour. The first 
of the family who was created a baronet, was Francis, who received that 
honour from Charles I., 12 Sept. 1628, for his services to the crown. Dy- 
ing in 1635, he was succeeded by his eldest son, the member for the county 
above mentioned^ and on that gentleman's demise in 1 648, by his second 
son Sir Seymour, of Axford, co. Wilts. The baronetcy became finally 
extinct, 4 May, 1761, on the demise of the 6th baronet. The Piles con- 
nected themselves by marriage, with the family of Sir Peter Welch, some- 
time cofferer to James I. ; with the Pophams of Littlecott, co. Wilts ; the 
Moores, baronets of Fawley ; the Dunches, of Pusy ; the Barons Holies, 
of Ifield ; the Stricklands, baronets of Boynton, co. York ; the Whitlockes 
of Chilton ; the Richards of Yaverland, already mentioned, &c. 

Plowden, Edmund, sat for Wallingford in the 2nd Parliament q/*1553, 

* The Pigotts have been great benefactors to this county, Richard Pigott founded a 
school at Shinfield, in 1707, and endowed it with £42 per annum, for the education of 
twenty poor children : from Lvson, we learn that to the parish of Wargrave, ** Mr. 
Robert Pigott, in 1796, gave the interest of £6700. 3 per cent., Bank Annuities, for the 
instruction and clothing of 20 boys and 20 girls of this parish : a part of the annual in- 
come is appropriated very judiciously, by the will of the benevolent donor, to be paid in 
weekly allowances to the parents, to operate as an encouragement to them to send their 
children regularly to school and continue them there a proper time : the allowances are 
to increase gradually during five years, if the children shall continue so long in the 
school." 
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and for Readinp in the 2nd Parliament of 1554, and also for Wotton-Basset. 
This eminent law reporter, descended from an ancient and respectable 
femily long settled at Plowden, in Shropshire, was the son of Humphrey 
Plowden of Plowden, by his wife> Elizabeth, daughter of John Storey, Esq. 
of Koss Hall, in the same county, and was bom at Plowden, in 1519. He 
appears to have purchased the manor of Wakefield, in the parish of Strat- 
field Mortimer, and left at his demise besides considerable patrimonial 
estates at Plowden, much acquired property in this county, and at Ship- 
lake, in Oxfordshire. He married Katherine, daughter of William Sheldon, 
Esq. of Beeley, co. Oxford, and had by her two sons, Edmund and Francis, 
who successively inherited his estates, and from the younger of whom 
sprang the family of Plowden, now represented in the senior Ime, by Annb 
Maria, daughter of the late Gdmund Plowden, Esq. of Plowden, co. Salop, 
and of Aston-le- Walls, Northamptonshire, and wife of the Rbv. John 
Eyton, Vicar of Wellington, and in the junior branch by William Plow- 
den, Esq. In the pedigree of this family, besides the name of Edmund 
Plowden, with which tlus article commences, and of whom we shall pre- 
sently treat, — ^we meet with that of Francis, comptroller of the household 
to King James H. William, his nephew, a colonel in the life guards, and 
a firm Jacobite, who from his presumed attachment to the Countess of 
Sutherland, originated the song of Plowden, of Plowden Hall, by the 
poet, Wycherley — and Francis, (who died in 1829), a well known legal and 
political writer, and the author of "An Historical Review of the State of 
Ireland, from the invasion of that country, under Henry II., to its Union 
with Britain, in 1801." This great work was elaborately reviewed by Sir 
Richard Musgrave, (the author of " The History of the Irish Rebellion,") in 
the British Critic, 

The Plowdens have allied with the noble family of Stafibrd ; with the 
heiress of the] Butlers of Aston -le- Walls, Northamptonshire ; and with the 
families of Drummond, Baronets of Hawthomden ; of Lucy, Baronets of 
Netley Abbey, of Tichbome, (now Doughty), Baronets of llchbome ; and 
of Dormer, Throckmorton, &c. 

To return to the learned member for Wallingford and Reading ; we find 
it mentioned of him that he originally studied philosophy and medicine for 
three years at Cambridge, but removed after a time to Oxford, where he 
continued his former studies for four years more, and in 1552, according to 
Wood, was admitted to the practice of physic and surgery. Tanner says 
that when he left Cambridge, he entered himself of the Middle Temple, and 
resuming the study of physic went then to Oxford. Be this however as it may, 
he ultimately gave himself up so entirely to his legal studies that a tradition 
existed in Aiithony Wood's time, that during three years he went not once 
out of the Temple. The profound knowledge of his profession which he 
thus obtained, joined to the interest of his patron, the wealthy Sir Francis 
Englefield, master of the wards in the reign of Queen Mary, soon obtained 
him advancement. In 1557 he was chosen autumn reader of the Middle 
Temple, and three years afterwards Lent reader ; "being then," says Wood, 
•* a sergeant at, and accounted the oracle of the law." In 1572 we find 
him treasurer of his inn — the year in which the building of their noble hall 
was commenced ; a work of which, says Fuller, he was a great advancer. 
The handsome pile of buildings erected a few years ago on the western side 
of the Middle Temple, and immediately adjoining the hall, were appropriately 
designated by the venerable name of this distinguished member of the so- 
ciety. A firm adherent to the catholic faith throughout the whole period 
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of its persecution, he died in the same belief the 6th February, 1584^ in his 
67th year, and was buried near the east end of the choir of the Temple 
church, where a monument was placed to his memory, bearing a modest 
Latin inscription. Camden, under date of that year, thus notes his death, 
in his annals of the reign of EUzabeth : — ** In England died this year^ Ed- 
mund Plowden, than whom no man is more worthy to be remembered ; 
who, as he was singularly well learned in the common law of England, 
whereof he deserved well of his writings, so for integrity of life he was 
second to no man of his profession." 

Mr. Plowden' s chief claim to memory lays in his valuable contribution to 
the legal bibhography of this country, consisting of reports of cases from 
the 2nd Eklward VI. to the 2'2nd Elizabeth. In his preface to this work 
we find a full and quaint account of the motives wjiich induced, and the 
mode in which he conducted this onerous undertaking. On first adopting 
the law as his profession, he formed, he tells us, two resolutions ; the first, 
to be present at the debating of all questions of consequence ; the second, to 
commit to writing what he heard. By acting upon these, he in due time 
amassed some valuable rules, but a sense of the high qualities requisite in a re- 
porter, and the fear of being thought presumptuous in taking upon himself 
what had hitherto been considered an office of public appointment, restrained 
him from making pubhc the produce of his industry, till the occurrence 
of a circumstance of the same nature as that which furnished Pope with a 
pretence for gratifying his vanity, by giving his correspondence to the world. 
Spurious copies had got abroad, and a due regard to character overcame the 
modesty of authorship. His work is a collection of selected cases, most of 
them of the highest importance, and relating to questions of great legal or 
constitutional interest. We may instance the case of the duchy of Lancas- 
ter, in which the question was, as to the validity of a reversionary lease of 
duchy lands made by Edward VI. in his minority, and the history and pri- 
vileges of the duchy were most learnedly and laboriously investigated ; the 
case of mines, a learned inquiry into the nature and extent of the prerogative 
royal over mines of gold and silver within the realm ; the case of Willion 
t;. Berkeley, as to the apphcation of the statute de dotds to the crown ; with 
many others of equal impoitance and interest. The writers, Barrington 
and Hargrave, both concur in giving Plowden the highest character as a 
reporter. Errors are of course to be found occasionsJly in a work of so 
great a magnitude. 

Mr. Plowden was one of the thuty-seven members of the Commons who, 
in the 2nd Parliament of 1554, acting in an extraordinary and unheard of 
manner, voluntarily resigned their seats when they saw the majority inclined 
to sacrifice every thing to the ministry. Lord Coke, in order to perpetuate 
their memories, has handed down their names. We are told by the same 
high authority that the court resented this separation of the members, and 
ordered Edward Griffith, Esq., the Queen's attorney-general, to indict them 
in the Queen's Bench. On an information being preferred against them 
there, for departing without licence, contrary to the king and queen's in- 
hibition, in the beginning of the parUament, six of these members were so 
timorous as to submit to the mercy of the court, and paid their fines. The 
rest however, with Plowden at their head, traversed ; but judgment against 
them was prevented by the queen's death. 

PoLLiNGTON, Ralph, sot for WulUngford in the Parliament of 1557. 
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Porter, Sir Charlbs, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1689.* De- 
scended from the Porters of Worcestershire, he was a barrister at law of the 
Middle Temple, received the honour of knighthood 28th February, 1685, 
and became subsequently lord chancellor of Ireland. In 1 693, articles of 
impeachment were preferred against him in the House of Commons, charging 
him with favouring the Catholics, &c., while in the execution of that office. 
He was however acquitted on most of the counts in that impeachment, even 
those upon which he was found guilty were considered to have originated 
from the exigencies of the moment. He died from a fit of apoplexy, 8th 
December, 1696. 

PoTTENGER, RicHARD, sttt for Reading in the Parliaments of 17^7-34, 
seceding from the last on his demise, 26th November, 1739. The family 
of Pottenger has been seated for many generations at Compton in this 
county, the manor of which place is now vested in J. Pottenger, Esq. 
Dividing itself into two branches, the junior remained here, while the senior 
migrated to Ireland.f From the former descended the member for Reading, 
of which borough he was recorder from 1720 to 1739. In 1735 he was 
appointed a Welsh judge. In the House he opposed^ in 1733, Sir Robert 
Walpole's excise scheme. 

PowLE. Of the family of Powle, which was seated at Shottesbroke in 
this coimty, — 

Richard, sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1660-1, until his 
demise in 1678. 

Sir Richard, sat for the county in the Parliament of 1661, succeeding 
in 1676, on the demise of Mr. Neville. He was the son of Henry Powle, 
Esq. of Shottesbroke, high sheriff of Berkshire, 8 Charles I., 1632, by 
Katherine, daughter of Matthew Herbert, of Monmouth. He died without 
issue. His younger brother, — 

Henry, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1688, J in which he was 
elected Speaker of the House of Commons. § He had previously sat for 

* See note on this election, page 98. 

t From this senior branch is descended the hero of the East, the Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Pottenger, Bart., the recollection of whose recent gallant exploits in India and China 
is too fresh in the memory of all to require any details here. 

X See note on this election, page 98. 

§ In conformity with the plan set down in the Prefatoiry Notice to this work, we give 
the following concise History of the Convention Parliament of 1688, over which Mr. 
Powle presided as Speaker. 

Tfie Convention Parliament of 1688 met 22nd Jannary, 1688, dissolved 26th 
February, 1689. Its first act was to pass by a considerable majority the following 
memorable vote, " That King James II. having endeavoured to subvert the constitution 
of the kingdom, by breaking the original contract between the king and the people, and 
having, by the advice of the Jesuits and other wicked persons, violated the fundamental 
laws and withdrawn himself out of the kingdom, had abdicated the government, and 
that the throne is thereby vacant." The Parliament then proceeded to settle the crown 
upon the Prince and Princess of Orange, with certain limitations, constituting the Bill 
of Rights. The principal clauses contained in this bill were : That the king has no right 
to suspend or dispense with laws, or the execution of laws ; that all ecclesiastical commis- 
sion courts are illegal ; that the levying money for the use of the crown by prerogative, 
without grant of parliament, is not warranted by law ; that it is the right of the subject 
to petition the king ; that a standing army in time of peace, unlessby consent of parlia- 
ment, is against law; that Protestant subjects may have arms for their defence ; that 
the election of members of parliament ought to be free; that freedom of debate in par- 
liament ought to be allowed ; that excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive 
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Cirencester in the Parliaments of 167B-81, when he took a very active part 
in the opposition of the Commons to the encroachments of the court, and 
distinguished himself especially hy the eloquent manner in which he in- 
veighed against the right of the crown to refuse a Spkakkr duly elected by 
the House. This question arose upon Charles II. objecting to ratify the 
appointment to the chair of Sir £dward Seymour. Mr. Powle farther ren- 
dered himself notorious about this period from the questionable line of policy 
he adopted in his persecution of the Catholics. His name appears on 
Barillon*s Black List, where he appears to have been bought over to that 
crafty minister's views for 500 guineas. 

On the 23rd December, 1688, the Prince of Orange having directed that 
all such persons as had served as knights, citizens and burgesses in the 
reign of King James II. should assemble at St. James's on the 26th December. 
— they accordingly met there ; and from thence the members went to the 
House of Commons, at Westminster. It was then moved by a Mr. Pelham, 
that one of the members might take the chair, and for that purpose he 
nominated the Rt. Hon. Henry Powle, who being generally called on, and 
no person contradicting it, went up to the clerk's table, and sat himself at 
a chair placed there for that purpose. 

Mr. Powle at the time he took this unauthorized step, was in the repre- 
sentation of Windsor, and he seems to have been one of the persons ap- 
pointed to prepare the address which was agreed upon to the king. He 
opened the diet by seeonding the Prince of Orange's well known desire 
for a war with France, with the view of recovering his ancient duchy of 
Aquitaine. The success of Powle's arguments and the brilliancy of his 
oratory on this occasion were so great, "that the house," says Ralph, in 
his History of England, ** rung with applause, and in a sort of transport 
all was agreed to that was proposed either for his highnesses honour or his 
interests." Appointed a privy councillor to the new king, he subsequently 
received his patent as master of the rolls, in which office he continued till 
his demise 2 1 November, 1692, set. 63. The fact of having been the first 
commoner in the great Convention Parliament is alone sufficient to perpe- 
tuate the name of Powle, while the independent yet loyal feelings expressed 
in his words, " I will not invade prerogative, neither will I consent to in- 
fringement of the least liberty of my country," are sufficient to render his 
memory honorable. That he occasionally deviated from the path of poli- 
tical rectitude is beyond a question ; that he was the instrument of good to 
his country is equally unquestionable : in conclusion we may observe, in 
quoting the epitaph on his tomb in Quenington church, Gloucestershire, 
that while the first line of that inscription " Regi et regno fidelissima " may 
be considered by some to be an open question, there will be found but few 
to contradict the closing portion of the same epitaph : — 

" JEqm rectique arbiter, integerrimns, 

Pius, probus, temperans, prudens, 

Virtutum omnium 

Exemplar Magnum.' 

fiues imposed, nor cruel punishinento inflicted ; that jurors ought to be duly iropannelled, 
and upon trials for high treason ought to be freeholders ; that all grants and premises 
of fines and forfeiture, before conviction, are illegal ; that for redress of grievances fre- 
quent parliaments should be assembled, &c. The Convention Parliament further deter- 
mined that a separate income should be allowed for the king's household. Amon^ the 
acts passed were the habeas corpus suspension bill, a bill for disarming the papists, uu 
indemnity bill, &i'. 
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Mr. Powle who was lord of the manor of Queningtoo, in Gloaoester- 
sbire, married the Lady Catherine, daughter to Lionel Cranfield, Ist Eaal 
of Middlesex (and relict of the 5th Earl of Dorset) by whom he had an 
only daughter and heiress Catherine, married to Henry Treton, Esq. 

PowNEY. The Powneys, who received a grantof arms 31st May, 1661, 
appear to have held the crown manor of the Hermitage, Windsor, under a 
lease, so early as the year 1 607. The rectorial manor was vested in them 
shortly after the Reformation. 

Penyston, * sai for the county in the Parliaments of 1734-41-47-54, 
succeeding to the first ui 1 739 on the demise of Mr. Archer, and seceding 
from the latter at his own demise 8 March, 1757. Mr. Powney was ver- 
derer of Windsor forest. He left by his wife, a Miss Whitfield, through 
whom he obtained the manor of Ives in this county, a son. He voted 
in 1743 against taking the Hanoverian troops into British pay. 

Penyston Portlock, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments o/" 1780-84-90, 
until his demise on 17 Jan. 1794. He was verderer of Windsor forest, 
made ranger of Windsor httle park in 1788, and was heutenant-colonel 
of the Berkshire militia. His uncle, Richard Powney, D.C.L., is the well 
known editor of the Earl of Clarendon's " State JjCtters and Diary." It 
is related of Mr. Powney' s great grandfather, who was a great favourite 
with Charles II., that on his being accidentally slain in a duel by Captain 
Flower, that king was so enraged as to order the immediate execution of 
the captain. The family of the latter knowing the great influence the 
Duchess of Portsmouth had over the royal mind, prevailed upon her, by 
an ofier of a large sum of money to intercede for him. " Madam,'* re- 
plied the monarch, " if they offer you as many thousanda as you have 
hairs on your head, he shall suffer death : for he has killed my friend 
Powney." The member for Windsor was the last heir male of his family. 

PuREPOY, George, sat for the county in the CromwelUan Parliament of 
1654. Mr. Purefoy's family seated so early as 1277 at Misterton, co, 
Leicester, obtained the manor of Wadley, in this county, from a female 
heir of the Untons, and appears to have intermarried with the Berkshire 
families of Denton and Fettiplace, as also with those of Hales. Baronets of 
Coventry, of the Barons Denny, of the Jervase, of Idsworth Park, Herriard, 
Hants, (who are the present representatives of the Purefoys in the female 
line,) of the Willoughbys, Baronets of Risley, &c. The county member's 
father was named as one of the knights of the royal oak, his estate being 
valued at £3,000, and his son received the honor of a baronetcy, 4 Decem- 
ber, 1662, which honor expired with him in 1692.t 

Pusey, Philip, has sat for the county since 1835, and previously for Rye 
in 1830, Chippenham also in 1830, and Cashel in 1831. We extract the 
following elaborate notice from Lyson's Magna Britannia. " The manor 
(of Pusey) is said to have been granted to the family of Pusey by King 
Canute, and an ancient horn is still preserved, by which it is said to have 
been held. J The tenure of lands by comage, or the service of a horn, was 

• This name was derived by the marriage of the Powneys with the Fenystons of 
Oxfordshire.. 

+ Further details of the Purefoys will be found in our history of Warwickshire. 

X The traditional history of this horn is as follows: Canute being encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Pusey, and the Saxons at a few miles distance, the king received 
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by no means anfrequent ; and the Pusey horn, as well as the family of 
Posey, are of considerable antiquity ; but it may be much doubted, whether 
they possessed the manor of Pusey till long after the time of Canute. 
When the Norman survey was taken, there were two manors in Pusey ; 
the principal manor, which belonged to Roger de Iveri, and a smaller one, 
which belonged to the foreign monastery of St. Peter super Dinam, The 
lay manor had, in the reign of Edward the Confessor, been the property 
of Aluric, a freeman. The first mention of the Puseys to be found on re- 
cord, is in the year 1316 ; but it appears by ancient deeds, in the posses- 
sion of the present proprietor, tliat they had been settled at Pusey for six 
generations before Henry Pusey, who appears to have been then lord of a 
manor in this parish. The family became extinct in the male line, in 17 10, 
by the death of Charles Pusey, Esq., who bequeathed the manor to his 
nephew, John Allen, Esq., directing that he should take the name of Pusey, 
in addition to his own. In case of Mr. Allen's dying without issue, it was 
entailed on the issue male of his sisters and nieces, t£e Aliens successively, 
who, upon their inheriting the estate were to assume the name of Pusey, 
the sisters of Mr. Pusey being deceased without issue, the two sisters of 
Mr. Allen Pusey, (he having died also without issue) joined in setthng this 
estate on the Hon. Philip Bouverie.*" This gentleman (for details of whose 
family, the Bouveries, now represented by the Earl of Radnor, see our 
history of Wiltshire,) assuming in consequence the name of Pusey, was 
nephew of Mr. Allen Pusey*s lady, (the daughter of Sir William Bouverie, 
Bart.) He was the son of the Ist Viscount Folkstone, by his second wife 
Elizabeth, daughter of Robert, Lord Romney, and was half brother of the 
1st Earl of Radnor. Mr. Pusey, who never mingled in political matters, 
but whose name is identified with many of our metropolitan characters, 
died in 1828, leaving by his wife Lucy, daughter of Robert, 4th Earl of 
Harborough, (besides two other sons— -one of whom is the present well 
known theologian and regius professor of Hebrew in the university of 
Oxford, the Rev. Edward Pusey — and two sisters,) a successor : — 

The member for Berkshire, mentioned at the commencement of this 
article. Mr. Pusey, who was born in 1799, married in 1822 Emily Herbert, 
3rd daughter of the 2nd Earl of Carnarvon. He was formerly a member 
of the conservative party, though supporting measures in which religions 
liberty was involved, and in particular the appropriation clause in 1836. 
On the disruption of that party in 1846 he became with a few other con- 
servatives a supporter of Lord John Russell, and as such was returned for 
Berkshire in 1847. 

Mr. Pusey is the author of ** a Letter to the Earl of Carnarvon on the 
Rt. Honorable the Home Secretary's Financial Statement of the 15th 
February, 1828," 8vo. London, 1828 ; *' An Historical View of the Sink- 
ing Fund, in a Letter," Svo. London, 1828 ; ** The New Constitution," 8vo. 
London, 1831. This last work was suggested by the question of reform, 
then mooted, and is written with much force and elegance. 

Pye. The family of Pye, now represented by Hbnry John Pye, Esq., of 

intelligence from an officer of bis army, who in the disguise of a shepherd had got into 
the enemy's camp, of an ambuscade formed by the Saxons to intercept him. This in- 
telligence proved true, and the king in consequence escaping the danger, he gave this 
manor to the officer and his heirs for this service to hold by the tenure of the horn. 
« Vol. i. p. 326. 
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Clifton Hall, co. Stafford, and Pinner, co. Middlesex, formerly high sheriff 
of Staffordshire, and at present a magistrate and deputy-lieutenant of the 
same — ^is of most honourable and ancient extraction, deriving immediately 
from Aphugh or Hugh Pye, lord of Kilpee castle in the Mynde park, in 
Herefordshire, who is supposed to be the son of William Ap Hugh, who 
accompanied the Norman in his conquest of England. From this Hugh 
descended besides the members for this county, of whom presently. Sir 
Walter, attorney-general of the court of wards to King Charles I. (for 
whom see Herefordshirb,) and Sir Thomas, vice-admiral of the red, 
and M.F. for Rochester, (for whom see Kent.) 

Sir Robert^ who sat for the county in the Cromtoellian Parliaments of 
1654-58-60, and for Woodstock in the long parliament of 1640, was the 
son of Sir Robert Pye, who purchased in 1622 the manor and estate of 
Farringdon, in this county, of the Untons.* Upon the breaking out of 
the civil wars, he sided with the parliamentarians, and became a colonel of 
horse in General Fairfax's regiment. During the protectorate he enjoyed 
many high trusts. He nevertheless engaged in an attempt to restore 
Charles II., and was appointed one of the treasurers to supply such money 
as was transmitted for that purpose. He was subsequently committed to 
the tower for a breach of privilege in presenting a petition from this county, 
complaining of the WMit of a settled form of government. He had how- 
ever the courage to move for an habeas corpus, but judge Newdigate de- 
cided that the Court of King's Bench, an inferior one, had not the power of 
discharging him. On the entrance of General Monk into London, the se- 
cluded members passed a vote to relieve Pye from prison, who upon the . 
Restoration was nominated equerry to the king. He died in 1701, within a 
week of his wife (a daughter of the patriot Hampden) with whom he had 
hved for upwards of sixty years. His younger brother John of Hone, co. 
Derby, was created a Baronet 13 January 1664-5, (for this branch of the 
family see Derbyshire.) Sir Robert's great grandson : — 

Henry, sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1741-47-54-61, suc- 
ceeding to the first in 1746, on the demise of Mr. Packer, and seceding 
from the last on his own demise, 3 March, 1776. His brother, Charlbs, 
was high sheriff of Berkshire, in 1767- He left by his wife, Mary, dau. 
of the Reverend David James, rector of Woughton, Bucks — a successor 
— ^the poet laureat, 

Henry James, who sat for the county in the Parliament of 1784. This 
accompUshed writer was bom in London, in 1745, received his early edu- 
cation under the care of a tutor, and subsequently removed to Magdalen 
College, Oxford, when he had the honorary degree of M.A. conferred on 
him, 3 July, 1766, and was further created an LL.D., in 1772, at the in- 
stallation of Lord North. His return to Parliament, for this county, was 
attended with so much expense as to compel him to part with his paternal 
estate. In 1790, he was appointed poet laureat, as successor to the in- 

* This gentleman, (for whom see Sombrsetshirb, was auditor of the exchequer to 

James I. ; and by virtue of that office, paid the salary of the poet-laureat, as appears 
from the subsequent verses of Ben Johnson. 

** Father John Surges, Tell him his Ben 

Necessity urges. Knew the time when 

My mournful cry He loved the muses, 

To Sir Robert Pye ; Though now he refuses 

And that he would venture To take apprehensioh 

To send my debenture, Of a year*s pension. 
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geniouB Warton, for whom he entertained a great fn^idship ; and in 1792, 
was nominated one of the magistrates for Westminster, under the police 
act, in both of which situations, as well as when he was in the Berkshire 
militia, he conducted himself with honour and ability. He died, 1 1 May, 
1813, in the sixty-ninth year of his age, and was succeeded by his son, 
the present head of the family, mentioned above. Mr. Pye is the author of 
twenty-seven works in poetry, besides numerous contributions to the maga- 
zines ; to enumerate these would require further space than we can allot 
to the subject, we must therefore confine ourselves to a mention of the prin- 
cipal ; These are, ** Farringdon Hill," a poem in two books — '* The Progress of 
Refinement," a poem in ttiree parts, forming a history of the procedure of 
the human mind, in manners, learning, and taste, from the first dawnings 
of cultivated life to the present day. This poem displays the great know- 
ledge of the author, the elegance of his genius, and the soundness of his 
judgment. His descriptions are just and beautiful, and his versification 
correct, polished and harmonious — " Comments on the Commentators of 
Shakespeare," &c. The county member voted in 1788 in favour of Mr. 
Pitt's motion relative to the king's illness. The family of Pye have very 
highly connected itself by marriage. Thus we find Margaret, grand- 
daughter of Hugh Pye, with whom the lineage commences, espousing 
Sir John Plunkett, from whom maternally descended, Richard Fitzalan, 
Earl of Arundel, whose daughter Jane, marrying Humphrey Bohun, Earl 
of Hereford, was mother of Eleanor Bohun, daughter-in-law of Edward 
HI., and Mary Bohun, wife of Henry IV. The Pyes have further alhed 
with the Hobarts, ancestors of the Earls of Buckinghamshire ; witli the 
family of Hampden, the patriot ; with the Wrights, baronets of Dagenhams ; 
with the Curzons, baronets of Keiddleston ; with the Earls of Bathurst ; with 
the Alstons, baronets of Odell ; with the Astons, baronets of Aston, &c. 

Ramsbottom. Of this family, originally seated at Woodside, near 
Windsor, 

Richard, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 1806-7. until 1810, 
when he resigned his seat in favour of his nephew. Mr. Ramsbottom 
was for more than forty years a liveryman of the company of stationers. 
As a brewer, however, he was chiefly celebrated for his famous Windsor 
ales. He was also a banker connected with a house in Lombard Street, a 
field officer of volunteers, and an advocate in the House of conservative 
principles. He died the 22nd February, 1813. 

John, who sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 1807-12-18-20-26-30- 
31-33-35-37-41, succeeded to the first on the resignation of his uncle, in 
1810, and seceded from the last at his own demise, 8 October, 1845, after 
representing the borough for thirty-five years. Originally an officer in the 
16th dragoons, he subsequently entered into partnership with Mr. Legh 
of Windsor, became a banker and brewer of that town ; a business which 
he disposed of within a few years of his death to Mr. Neville Reid. Ow- 
ing to his connexion with the London firm of Ramsbottom and Newman, 
he suffered severely from the improvident loans made by that house to 
serve county bankers. Mr. Ramsbottom, who was deputy chairman of the 
Hope Life Assurance Company, and provincial grand master of the St. 
George's lodge of freemasons, married a Miss Prior, by whom he left, be- 
sides several daughters, two sons, John R. S, Ramsbottom, Esq., of 
Castle Hill, Reading, the present representative of the family, and Captain 
SoMERViLLE Ramsbottom. Mr. Ramsbottom's principles in the House 
were those of the liberal school. 



200 BKKKSUIRK. 

RstD, Colonel Georgb Alexander, has sat for Windsor since the Par- 
itament of 1841, succeeding on the decease of Mr. Ramsbottom, in 1845. 
The colonel entered the army as an ensign, 7 March, 1818. His subse- 
quent commissions bear date, Ueutenant, 20 March, 1821 ; captain, 11 
November, 1824 ; major, 23 July, 1831 ; lieutenant-colonel, 17 February, 
1832 ; and colonel, 10 April, 1S40. He was formerly lieutenant-colonel 
and colonel of the 2nd Life Guards, an appointment which he resigned, 30 
December, 1845, when he retired from the army on being returned to Par- 
liament for the borough of Windsor. He is of conservative principles, but 
favourably disposed to free trade. His seat, is at Bulstrode park, Bucking- 
hamshire. 

RsNDA, Thomas, sat for fVallingford in the Parliaments of 1700-1*- 
2-8-13, succeeding to that of 1708, on the demise of Mr. Jennings, in 
1709. In 1713, he was returned in the room of Mr. Harcourt, who made 
his election for Abingdon. He appears to have held the lease of the site 
of WalHngford Castle. His name occurs in the list of those called Pousi- 
neers, who were said to have been influenced by M. Poussin, the French 
agent. In 1702, he opposed the lords' amendments to a bill for the further 
security of the Hanoverian succession, and in 1/04, the bill for tacking on 
the occasional conformity to the land tax bill. He subsequently voted in 
support of Dr. SachevereFs interests; and in 1713, in support of the 
French commerce bill. ' 

Rich. Deriving immediately from William Rich, of Minty, co. Glouces- 
ter, this family appears to have settled at Sunning, in this county in or 
before the year 1650. The said William Rich, left by his wife, a daughter 
of John Packer, of Cheltenham, a son, Thomas, alderman of the city of 
Gloucester, anno 1690 ; who marrying Anne, daughter of Thomas Machyn, 
of Gloucester, left by that lady a son, 

Thomas, afterwards Sir Thomas, who sat for Heading in the Parliament of 
1 660 . Mr. Rich , who was a Turkey merchant, was so fortunate in his specula- 
tions as to amass considerable wealth. This he made the instrument of many 
noble and charitable acts ; a firm supporter of royalty throughout the common- 
wealth, he took every occasion to assist and protect its votaries, during that 
trying period ; thus we find him contributing to the support of the oppressed 
clergy, and extending the hospitality of his house to Brownrigg, during 
that bishop's severe adversity. His exiled monarch too, came in for a 
considerable share of his generous sympathy, as he forwarded him at 
various times large sums of money to provide for his necessities. Nor was 
he forgetful of the maxim that " charity begins at home," for on his 
demise he left £16,000 in public charities, viz. : To St. Thomas's Hospital, 
Gloucester, Reading and Sunning Schools, &c. At the restoration he was 
advanced by his grateful king to the degree of a Baronet, 20 March, 
1660-1. Dying 5th October, 1667, aged Q^, he left by his wife, a 
daughter of William Cockain, an alderman of London, a son and successor, 

Sir William, who sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1685-88-89- 
95f- 1702-5, succeeding to the first on petition, and to that of 1702, on 
the demise of Mr. Vachel, in 1705. He also represented Gloucester, in 
1698. He married I*ady Anne Bruce, daughter of Robert, Earl of Ayles- 
bury, by whom he left at his decease, in 1711, a successor. Sir Robbrt, 
with whose grandson. Sir Thomas, Vice Admiral, R.N. and M.P. for 

* See note on this election, page 94. f See note oii this election, page 90. 
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Great Marlow (for whom see BucKiNGHAMSHiaR) the baronetcy conferred 
on the family expired the 6th April, 1803. 

The Riches have allied with the Braces, Earls of Aylesbury ; the Wal- 
ters, baronets of Sarsden, co. Oxford ; the knights of Ruscomb, in this 
comity, &c. 

RoBARTS, LiEUT.-CoL. Georob Jahbs, C.B. sot fof Wallingford in 
the Parliaments of 1820-26, resigning his seat in the latter parliament, in 
the same year that he was returned. Adopting the military profession he 
entered the army as cornet in the 23rd dragoons, in 1803 ; received his 
commission as lieutenant of the 1 0th dragoons, in 1804 ; was promoted to 
the rank of captain, in 1806; major, in 1811 ; brevet heutenant-colonel, 
2nd June, 1813 ; was appointed major of the Tth light dragoons, in 1819; 
and was subsequently on the half pay of the 9th dragoons. He served in 
Spain and Portugal, and commanded the 10th hussars at the battle of 
Vittoria, for which he received a medal.* Mr. Robarts who was brother 
to A. W. Robarts, Esq. so many years M.P. for Maidstone (for whom 
see Kent) died the l6th October, 1829, in the 47th year of his age. His 
political principles were liberal. 

Roberts, Francis, mtfor WalUngfordin the Parliament 0^*1698. 

RoBOTHAM, Robert, sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1563, a Robert 
Robotham sat also for Ryegate in the 1st Parhament of 1553, see Surrey. 

Rush, John, sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1741. He was 
the son of Samuel Rush, Esq., of Southwark, Surrey, M.P. for Shaftes- 
bury (for whom see Dorsetshire). The member for Wallingford, served 
the office of high sheriff of Surrey, in 1737. He voted in 1743, against 
taking the Hanoverian troops into British pay. His ancestor^ Sir John 
Rush, Knt. who had a seat at Streatly, in this county, was sheriff of Berk- 
shire, in 1724. The present representative of the family is George Rush, 
Esq. of Elsenham Hall, co. Essex, who served the office of high sheriff 
of Northamptonshire, in 1813, 

Russell. Of the stock of RusseU, 

Sir William, Knt. sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 1625-6. He 
was the son of William Russell, Esq. of Surrey, and grandson of Maurice 
Russell, of Yaverland, and is described as of Chippenham, co. Cambridge. 
Having been many years treasurer of the navy, he was created a Baronet, 
14th January, 1628-9. This gentleman, who was repeatedly married, had 
numerous issue, among them was Sir William, Knt., commonly called the 
black Sir William, and styled the cream of the Russells, on account of his 
loyalty, and Sir William, Knt., who was commonly called the white Sir 
William, and was created a baronet, 8^ November, 1660 (a title which 

* For his gallantry on this occasion he was mentioned as deserving " great credit," in 
the Duke of Wellington's dispatch to the Earl of Bathurst, dated Ampudia, 6th June, 
1813. We extract the following from a note in Colonel Gurwood's Dispatches — ** The 
10th hussars were immediately brought forward, under the orders of Major Robarts, 
who attacked the advanced squadron of the enemy in the most gallant manner ; their 
front line made a determined resistance, but was instantly overpowered by the irresisti- 
ble impetuosity of the 10th hussars." — Extract from Colonel Grants reports in Gur- 
wood's Dispatches, vol. vi. page 616. 
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became extinct on his demise in 1714.) The baronetcy conferred upon the 
member for Windsor, became extinct on the death of the 10th baronet. 
Sir George Russell, 25th April, 1804. These Eussells have repeatedly 
intermarried with the CromweU femily. 

Charles, sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1830-31-33-35-41 

The lineage of this members family commences with Michael Kussell, 
merchant of Dover, in Kent, whose grandson, Henry, was created a Baronet, 
1 0th December, 1812, for his services in India. He was called to the bar by 
the honourable society of Lincoln's Inn, July 8, 1783, soon afterwards received 
his appointment as a judge of the supreme court of Calcutta ; was knighted 
the 20 May, 1797, and on being appointed a chief justice of Bengal, was created 
a baronet as above stated. He retired from the Indian service, in 1 815, with 
a pension of £2000 per annum, granted by the East India Company, and 
on the 27th Jime, 1816, was sworn a privy councillor. D3dng the 18th 
January, 1836, in the 85th year of his age, he left a numerous issue by 
his second wife, Anna Barbara, youngest daughter of Sir Charles Whit- 
worth, of Leyboume, and sister of the late Earl Whitworth. Of these, 
the eldest, Sir Henry Russell, Bart, of Swallowfield Place, in this county, 
is the present representative of the family ; the second is the late member 
for Reading ; the third is a commissioner for investigating the debts of the 
Nabob of Arcot. 

Mr. Charles Russell, the member, was formerly an officer in the East 
India Company's Bengal Army, and is at present chairman of the Great 
Western Reiilway. In the House he was an advocate of conservative prin- 
ciples. 

The Russells have allied with the Whitworths, of Leyboume, (already 
mentioned) ; the Metcalfes, Baronets of Fern Hill ; the Perys, Earls of 
Limerick, the Greenes, of Slyne, co. Lancaster, &c. 

Ryche, Robert, sat for Abingdon in the Parliament of 1601. 

St. John, Rt. Hon. Henry, (afterwards Lord Bolingbroke), sat for 
the county in the Parliament of 1710. For details of this celebrated noble- 
man's career, see our records of Wiltshire ; as also — ^for the general his- 
tory of the family of St. John — ^that county and Bedfordshire. 

Sands, Miles, sat for Abingdon in the Parliament of 1586. 

Saunders. Of the Saunders', who were of Wolston, in this county, — 
John, sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1620-3-5-6-8. His epitaph, 
in the parish church of Uffingham, describes him as being a "justice of the 
peace in that county, and well experienced in the common lawes of Eng- 
land." Dying 29th April, 1638, he left by his wife, Margaret, daughter of 
John Evelyn, of Grodstone, co. Surrey, a son, 

Thomas, who sat for Wdllingfard in the Parliament of 1660, being re- 
turned in the place of Mr. Dunch, who made his election for Cricklade.t 

Sayer, Edward, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1623. The 
Bayers possessed a manor at Letcombe Regis, in this county. 

* See note on this election, page 92. 

t In Lyson'8 Britannia we find it mentioned in connexion with the name of Saunders, 
that '* Mr. William Saunders, who died in 1710, founded a school at Chaddleworth, for 
the education of eight poor children." 
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ScAWBW, William, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1689, suc- 
ceeding in 1693, on the demise of Mr. Adderley. For details of the fiimily 
of Scawen, see our histories of Cornwall and Surrey. 

Simeon. This family^ which is of French extraction, came over with 
William th'e Conqueror, and established itself in the county of Oxford, where 
it possessed considerable property. John Simeon^ who died 15 James I., 
seised (besides several other estates,) of the manors of Baldwins, Bright- 
well, Minigrove, Brittwell, Prior, Chilworth, and Stoke-Talmage, was suc- 
ceeded by his son, — 

Sir George, Knt, who sat for Wallingford in the Parliaments of 1620-3. 
Twice married, (Ist, to Mary, daughter of the Hon. George Vaux, and 2nd, 
to Margaret, daughter of Sir Richard Molyneux, Bart., of Sefton, co. Lan- 
caster,) he left by his second wife, (besides a daughter, Elizabeth — the issue 
of the first marriage — who subsequently became the wife of Edmund Butler, 
Viscount Mountgarrett), a son, Jamks, who was created a Baronet, 18th 
October, 1677, (for his services to the crown during the civil wars), a title 
which became extinct on the demise of his son and successor. Sir Edward, 
the 2nd baronet, 22nd December, 1768 * 

John, (afterwards Sir John, Bart.,)t who sat for Reading in the Parlia- 
ments o/" 1796-1806-7-12, succeeding to the first in 1797, on the elevation 
of Mr. Neville to the peerage, was the son, it appears, of a respectable law- 
yer of that place. Educated for the bar, he became subsequently recorder 
of Reading in 1779, and senior master of the court of chancery. In 1811 
he was placed at the head of the commission, in conjunction with Count 
Munster and General Taylor, for putting his Majesty's real and personal 
estates in trust during his melancholy indisposition, which they executed 
without any salary. On the 22nd May, 1815, he was created a Baronet, 
and described as of Grazely, co, Berks, In the House of Commons he 
supported conservative principles. 

He was the author of a well known and excellent treatise on the law of 
elections in all its branches, which first appeared in 1789, and a new edition 
in 1795. 

Sir John, who married Rebecca, eldest daughter of John Cornwall, of 
Hendon I:louse, co. Middlesex, an opulent Russia merchant, left at his 
demise— the 4th February, 1824 — besides two other sons, one of whom, 
Charles, is a captain in the royal navy, and three daughters — a successor, 
the present baronet. Sir Richard Godin Simeon, who served the oflice 
of high sheriflf of Hants in 1745, of which county he is a deputy-lieutenant. 
He possesses two seats in the Isle of Wight, Swainston, and St. John. 

The Simeons have allied with the Comwalls already mentioned ; the 
Barringtons, Baronets of Barrington Hall, Essex ; the Powys of Hardwick 
House, Oxford ; the Martins of Leeds castle, Kent ; the Bakers, Baronets 
of Loventon, Devon ; the Sumners, &c. 

Souths Y. The family of Southby, which is divided into a senior and a junior 
branch — the former at present represented by Thomas Hayward Southby, 

• With this gentleman, whose family was divided into a catholic and a protestant 
branch, terminated the former. The protestant branch, which was seated at Pipton, co. 
Oxford, for many centuries, as appears bj family inscriptions, ended in the direct line 
in an only daughter, who married Mr. Hampden. 

t Descended from a collateral branch of the nbove previous to lGo5. 
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Esq., of Carswell, co. Berks ; and the latter by Ricdard Southbt, Esq., 
of Hodcott, CO. Berks, traces its descent from Kichard, son of John 
SouTHBY, who purchased the manor of Carswell, in the parish of Buck- 
land, of Sir John Fettiplace in 1577. This Richard had three sons, of 
whom, John, the eldest, is the ancestor of the senior branch — ^and Robert''^ 
the youngest of the junior branch. This • 

John, sat for the county in the Cromwellum Parliaments of 1654-56- 
He was a justice of the peace and was succeeded at his demise by his son — 

Richard, who sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1680-81-85. 
He died, 7 January, 1703, and was buried at Buckland. This gentleman's 
great grandson, Henry Southby, who died without issue, in 1797* be- 
queathed to his nephew Sir Thomas Hayward, Knt. clerk of the cheque 
to the corps of gentlemen-pensioners, knighted in May, 1799, his estate 
of Carswell. Sir Thomas dying in 1799, was succeeded in his estates^ by 
his only surviving daughter, Elizabeth, the wife of Thomas William Cham- 
berlain Perfect, Esq, of Hammersmith, co. Middlesex, which gentleman, 
assumed by royal sign manual, dated 1st November, 1822, the surname and 
arms of Hayward- Southby, and is the present proprietor of Carswell. 

The Southbys, who have twice served the office of high sheriff of this 
county, 1696 and 170^, have connected themselves by marriage with the 
families of Keate of Locking, Wiseman of Steventon, Mayott of Abingdon, 
Head of Hodcott, and Gallini of Yallenden, all in this county. They have 
been also distantly connected with the Barons Hungerford. 

Spence, George, was returned for Reading in the ParUament q/*1826, 
but subsequently unseated on petition, t 

Stampe, Thomas, sat for WalHngford in the Parliaments of 1586-88. 
The Stampes were of Hodcott in this county. The member for Walling- 
ford died 4 June, 1636, in the 72nd year of his age. The following epitaph 
appears on his tomb at Peysemore. 

*' I am the stone that here am set to show. 
That Thomas Stampe lyes here interred below. 
Whose love unto this place, the world, the poore. 
Renowned him here, now crown him evermore. 
A private lyfe, which he so much desired. 
Obscured his virtues, made him less admired ; 
This, for conclusion, to his praise belongs. 
He suffered much ; free from the guilt of wrongs." 

Stanley, Thomas, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1557. 

The Right Hon. Edward Geoffrey, now Lord Stanley, sat for 
Windsor in the Parliaments o/* 1830-31, succeeding to the frst in 1831, on 
the acceptance of office of Sir R. H. Vivian. For paiticulars of his lord- 
ship and the noble family of Derby, see Lancashire. 

* From this Robert who was of Appleton, which manor was purchased of the 
Hanleys before the middle of the 17th century— came Richaud Southby, who marry- 
ing the eldest daughter of John Head, of Hodcott, possessed that manor hy bequest 
from his father-in-law. His son Robert who died in 1824, was an LL.D. and a de- 
puty-lieutenant for the counties of Berkshire and Oxford. His grandson is the present 
representative of the branch of the family mentioned above. 

f See note on this election, page 91. 
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In Ltsom's Britannia, we find it mentioned, that Sir John Stanley was 
constable of Windsor Castle, in 1409.* 

Starkbt. Of this family— memorials of which, according to Ashmole 
and Lysons, are to be met within the parish chnrch of New- Windsor, 
GeoroI, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1658. 
Samuel, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of I679t-80J-81. 

Stone, John, sat for WalUngford in the Parliaments of 1679-85.§ Mr. 
Stone's grandfather, who was for many years M.P. for Cirencester, (for 
whom see Gloucestershire,) was a sergeant-at-law, and came originally 
of an ancient Bedfordshire family, settled at Segenhoe. He purchased the 
manor of Aston Bowant, Oxford, a.d. 1608. His son. Sir Richard. 
the father of the member for WaJlingford, was knighted in 1651. The 
member himself obtained the manor of Brightwell, by marriage with the 
daughter and coheir of Sir John Carleton, Bart. He died in 1704. The 
property of Brightwell, devolved by bequest of John Stone, Esq., whodiea 
in 173S, to his cousin, Henry Lowe, from whose family it passed by mar- 
riage, to the present William Francis Lownoes-Stonr, Esq., who was 
high, sheriff of Oxford in 1834, and is a magistrate and deputy lieutenant 
of the same county. He received the honorary degree of D.C.L. at the 
installation of the Duke of Wellington, at the university. || 

Stonhcuse. The Stonhouses, who originally came from Kent, and who 
have served the office of high sheriff of Berkshire, 4 James I., 1606, 13 
Charles I., 1615, and 12 George III., 1771> have been seated for some 
considerable time at Radley, in this county, the manor of which place was 
purchased in ] 575, by George Stonhouse, one of the clerks of the green 
cloth, temp^ Elizabeth. This gentleman's son, William, was created a 
baronet, 7 May, 1628. His successor — 

John, afterwards Sir John, who sat for AUngdxm in the Parliament of 
16^7, succeeded his father as 2nd baronet, 5 Feb. 1631. He had previ- 
ously been knighted August, 1629* Dying unmarried, 14 Jujie, 163S, 
aged 31, he was replaced in the baronetcy by his brother. 

Sir George, who sat for Abingdon in the Parliaments of 1640 40-60. A 
firm royalist, he was in the ^nd parliament of 1640, disabled 22 January, 
] 643, for deserting the service of the house, being in the king's quarters 
and adhering to that party, and paid £1460 composition for his estate to 
the sequestrators. He was one of those who subscribed the solemn league 
and covenant. Sir George surrendered the original patent of creation, and 
obtained a new one from Charles II., 5 May, 1670, entailing the baro- 
netcy upon his second and third sons, and excluding 

George, afterwards Sir George, who sat for Abingdon in the Parliament 
q/* 1661, his eldest son whom he had disinherited. This gentleman however 
ultimately succeeded, under the original patent. The two baronetcies were 
enjoyed in one family at the same time. On the demise, however, of Sir 
George's grandson. Sir John, in July, \7^, the original patent was merged 
in the second in the person of Sir John, grandson of 

• Vol. i. p. 431. 

t See note on this election, page 98. t Ibid. § Ibid, page 94 

i) The Stones of Streatley House have served the office of high sheriff of this county, 
viz. William Stonb, Esq. in 1817, and William Hbnry Stone, Esq. who is in the 
present execution of that office. 

VOL. 1. Q 
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John, afterwards Sir John, who sat for Abingdon in the Parliament of 
1679- 80-81 -85. This member, the son of Sir Gkorgb before mentioned, 
who sat in the long Parliament, succeeded as ^d Baronet, under the new 
patent on the demise of his father. His son. 

Sir John, satfor the countyin the Parliaments q/* 1701 -2-5-8. 10- 13-1 5- 
22-27, seceded from the last, the 10th October, 1733, the period odhis death. 
He was comptroller of the household, and privy councillor to Queen Anne. 
He voted in 1702, in opposition to the lords' amendment to a bill for the 
farther security of the Hanoverian succession; in 1704, in £avour of tacking' 
on the occasional conformity to the land tax bill, in fkvour of Dr. Sacheve- 
rel's interests ; in 1713, for the French commerce bill ; in 1716, against the 
bill for repealing the triennial act. 

The 6th baronet of this family, the Rev. Sir James Stonhousb, (the 
great grandson of Sir George, 3rd baronet, who sat in the long parliament 
as above mentioned)^ was a very eminent preacher and excellent divine. 
He died in 17!)5. His grandson is the present Sir John Brooke Ston- 
HOUSE, Bt. who was formerly registrar of the Zilla Court of Ghazeepore, on 
the Bengal civil establishment. The Stonhouses have aUied with the Van- 
sittarts and Willises of this county, as also with the noble families of Byron, 
Lovekce, Lichfield and Hantley ; and with the Stidolfs, baronets ; the 
Dashwoods, baronets of Northbrooke ; the Atkins^ baronets of Clapham ; 
the Bowyers, baronets of Denham Court ; the heiresses of the Powells, 
Brigges, Mellishes and Gordons ; the Neales of Allesley Park, &c 

Strode, William, sat for Reading m the Parliaments q/" 174 1-54*, se- 
ceding from the last the 29th April, 175.5, the period of his demise. He 
was returned to the parliament of 1734, on the death of Mr. Grey in 1740, 
but was subsequently unseated on petition. Mr. Strode^ was the eldest 
son of Samuel Strode, Esq. of Punsbome, co. Hertford^ whom he succeeded. 

Sykes. The lineage of this family commences with William Sykbs, of 
Kirkheaton, co. York, traditionally descended from the family of Sykes, of 
Cumberland. His grandson. 

Sir Francis, «a< /or WalUngfordin the Parliaments of 17 80-8^-90-96 - 
1802, until his demise 11 January, 1804. He also represented Shaftesbury, 
in the parliament of 1768 (from 1771 to 1774) and 1780, until 24 March, 
1/81, when he was created a Baronet. Returned for the latter borough, 
at the general election of 1774, he was subsequently imseated on petition. 
Sir Francis, who amassed a considerable fortune in India, where he was 
chief governor of Cossimbuzar, in Bengal, purchased the manor of Basil- 
den in this county, of the Countesses of Sandwich and Salis, about the 
year I766, and erected the present noble mansion, from the designs and 
under the direction of John Carr, of York, a celebrated architect. Sir 
Francis's principles were tory. His son, 

Francis William, afterwards Sir Francis William, who sat for Wat- 
Ungford in the Parliaments of 1790, succeeding in J 794, on the resignation 
oi Mr. Wraxall, was the 2nd Baronet, but enjoyed that honour only for a 
few months, d)ring of scarlet fever, the 7th March, 1804. The principles 
he advocated in the house were similar to those of his father. 

His elder son and successor. Sir Francis William, the 3rd Baronet, a 
member of St. John's College, Cambridge, where he received the honoraiy 
degree of M.A.,in 1819, dying the Cth April, 1843, was replaced by his son 
* See note on this election, page 91. 
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the present Sir Francis William Svkbs» 4th Baronet, formerly an officer 
in the life guards. 

The Sykeses are connected hy marriage with the nohle families of Monck- 
ton. Viscount Galway, and of Henniker, ako with the Benyon-de-Beauvoirs 
of this county, &c. 

Talfourd, Thomas Noon, has $at for Reading since the Parliament of 1 835. 
with the exception of that of 184 1 . This talented lawyer and distinguished 
literary character, is the son of a brewer of Reading, hy a Miss Noon, the 
daughter of a minister of an Independent congregation, who it is said offi- 
ciated in that capacity for upwards of thirty years, in the town of Reading. 
The member for this borough was bom 26 May, 1795, received the early 
rudiments of his education at the Protestant Dissenters' Grammar School, 
at Mill-Hill, and subsequently removed to Dr. Valpy's establishment at 
Reading. With the view of fitting himself for the bar, we next find Mr. 
Talfourd engaging himself as a pupil for four years, to the well known Mr. 
Cbitty. This probationary period having expired in 1817, he commenced 
his legal career with great success as a special pleader, and was subsequently 
called to the bar, by the society of the Middle Temple, 16 February, 1821, 
when he joined the Oxford circuit and Berkshire sessions. He was ulti- 
mately called to the degree of sergeant-at-law, in the Hilary term of I8.S3, 
and is an honorary D.C.L. of Oxford and Recorder of Banbury. 

Obtaining, as we have seen, a seat in parliament in 1835, Mr. Talfourd 
enlisted himself in the cause of liberal principles. The events connected 
with Mr. Talfourd's useful career, may be classified under the three distinc- 
tive heads, of legal, literary and parliamentary. The first and third of these 
however are intimately connected, his chief exertions in the Senate being 
directed towards the amendment of certain bills relating to the custody of 
children of a tender age, and to the laws of copyright ; bringing forward 
the former of these bills, his object was to give the superior judges the 
power of ordering either of the parents to have access to children under 
twelve years of age. His speech in 1837> to amend the laws afiecting the 
copyright of authors, in which he advocated the interests of that useful 
body, evinces great power of argument and imagination. The happiest 
efibrts of Mr. Talfourd's legal talents, may be seen in his defence of the 
True Sun, of Tait's Magazine against the action of Richmond in the 
Exchequer, and of Moxon for the publication of Shelley's Works. It is 
however in his literary character, that Mr. Talfourd is most conspicuous, 
his Ion having obtained for him, something like an European fame, and 
consequently placed him on a very high station in contemporary hterature. 
'* We know indeed," says a writer in the Quarterly Review, " of no work of this 
class, produced in recent times, which affords more complete evidence of its 
author's capacity to place himself, if he chose, in the rank of our classical 
dramatists." His recent publication of " Vacation Rambles and Thoughts, 
comprising Recollections of Three Continental Tours," possesses many 
attractive points. In early life he was a contributor to most of the ma- 
gazines of his day, to which he furnished many valuable articles. He was 
also formerly a parliamentary reporter on the Times, and edited the Letters 
of his firiend, Charles Lamb. Mr. Talfourd married 31 st August, 1822, Ra- 
chel, the daughter of John Towell Rutt, Esq. 

Taylor, William, sat for Wir^isor in the 2nd Parliament of 1640, until 
his expulsion 27 May, 1641, for saying that the House of Commons had 

Q 2 
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committed murder with the sword of jastice^ in their prosecation of the 
Earl of Strafford. 

Taylor, Sir Hbrbert, Knt., sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 
1820 until his resignation 1823. 

Sir Herhert, (for particulars of whose fiunily see Kent,) was the second 
son of the Rev. Edward Taylor of Bipons, Kent, and of Margaret, daughter 
of Thomas Fayler, Esq., of Keden, in the same county. He was bom 29 
September 177*^> and was educated on the continent. To this fact, he no 
doubt was indebted for his future advancement. In having acquired a 
thorough knowledge of foreign languages, he was appointed at his return 
to England to the foreign office. His natural inclination however leading 
him to adopt a military life, he seized with avidity an offer from Lord Gren- 
viUe to join in 1792 Sir James Murray's special mission to tlie Prussian 
head quarters at Frankfort. On the recall of the latter from that office and 
his subsequent attachment as adjutant-general to the head quarters at Ant- 
werp, he solicited and obtained for Mr. Taylor an appointment at that place 
as Ms secretary. Here it was that he became first acquainted with his future 
friend and patron the Duke of York, who commenced his favours by giving 
him a cornetcy in the 2nd dragoon guards, and nominating him his assistant 
private secretary. Having now obtained the great object of all his wishes, 
a commission in the army, the subject of this notice opened his military 
career as a volunteer at the sieges of Valenciennes and Dunkirk, and most 
of the actions during that campaign. In 1794, the year in which he re- 
ceived his cornetcy and in which he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant, 
he was present at the battles of the 1 7th, 22nd, and 26th April, near Cateau, 
and the 10th, 17 th and 22nd May, near Toumay, besides other affairs of 
less importance. In 1795 he received his troop, and on the return of the 
Duke of York to England, was appointed commander of the British forces 
on the continent, and continued in that situation with Lieutenant- General 
Harcourt, and Sir David Dundas, until the September of the same year, 
when he returned to England in consequence of being appointed aide-de- 
camp to the commander-in-chief, and soon after assistant secretary in 
H. R. H's. office, which latter situation he held till July, 1798^ when he 
accompanied the newly appointed lord heutenant, the Marquis ComwaUis, 
to Ireland, as private secretary and aide-de-camp, and remained there till 
February, 1799. In the September following he was on service in North 
Holland as aide-de-camp to the Duke of York, and was present at the 
battles of the 19th September, and 2nd and 6th October, remaining with 
the British troops until their return to England. In 1800 he was appointed 
private secretary to the Duke of York j in 1802 he obtained the majority 
of his regiment without purchase, and the lieutenant-colonelcy of the 9th 
West India regiment, exchanging for a company in the Coldstream guards. 
He continued in the situation of private secretary and aide-de-camp to the 
Duke of York until June 1805, when it being found necessary that the 
king, owing to his incipient blindness, should have a confidential private 
secretary, he was nominated to that office in consequence of the high opinion 
entertained of his merits. The high trust and great importance of the duties 
attached to this post may be in some degree imagined, when it is remem- 
bered that the secretary, from his position, was admitted to the secrets both 
pohtical and domestic of Royalty. The trying times too in which Mr. 
Taylor was called upon to act, in no way lessened the onerous responsibility 
of his position, while the general satisfaction he gave was so great that 
when the mind of George III. succumbed beneath the weight of accumu- 
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lated misfortunes, public as well as private, he was continued in the same 
office of secretary to the queen, who was appointed by act of parliament 
the guardian of his Majesty's person. He was further created by that act 
one of the three commissioners of the king's real and personal estate. He 
remained with the queen till her death in November, 1818, with the excep- 
tion of some months in the winter of 1813 and 1814, when having obtained 
the rank of major-general, he was appointed to the command of a brigade 
of Lord Lynedoch's army, which was besieging Antwerp, and afterwards 
sent on a special mission to the crown prince of Sweden, (Bemadotte) then 
commanding the Swedish forces in Germany, during which absence, his 
brother Brook * took his place at Windsor as private secretary to the> 
queen. In December, 1818, he received the appointment of master of St. 
Katharine's hospital, which he held till his death Upon the death of 
George III. in 1820, he became military secretary to the Duke of York as 
commander-in-chief; in 1823 was appointed colonel of the 85th; in 1825 
succeeded to the rank of lieutenant-general and was appointed Knight 
Grand Cross of the Guelphic Order. In 1827, on the demise of the Duke 
of York, of which an interesting narrative has been given to the public by 
him,t he officiated as secretary to the Duke of Wellington tiU the July of 
that year when he was appointed first and principal aide-de-camp, an office 
which it is said was established expressly for the purpose of retaining the 
valuable services of Sir Herbert, who at that period was contemplating a 
continental journey. In the spring of 1828, he was made surveyor- general 
of the ordnance, and, in September, adjutant- general, in which post he 
continued for the remainder of George IV.'s career ; on the accession of 
King William in 1830, he became private secretary to that monarch, in 
which situation he remained till the death of his royal master, who in the 
interim conferred upon him in 1834 the G.C.B., and would have raised him 
to the peerage but for Sir Herbert's refusal. On the accession of Her 
Majesty to the throne Sir Herbert retired from public life, and two years 
afterwards, while making the tour of the continent with his family, died at 
Rome, 20th March, 1839, in the 63rd year of his age. His body, which 
was embalmed, was brought over to this country, and buried at St. Katha- 
rine's, in the Regent's-park, London, being attended to the tomb by the 
Duke of Cambridge, &c. 

The fact of Sir Herbert's filling the post of private secretary to the 
Duke of York, George 111. and his queen, and William IV. for so many 
years without exciting the jealousy of any party, without giving ofience to 
any individual, without evincing a single act of indiscretion either by word 
or by deed, by commission or omission, speaks sufficiently in favour of his 
mind, heart, and principles, and requires no comment. He passed through 
an arduous career beloved and respected — he descended to the grave with 
a name unblemished. Sir Herbert married in 1819 Charlotte Albina, 

* This Brook now Sir Brook Taylor, was private secretary to Lord GrenviHe 
when secretary of state for the foreign department, and was in 1801 appointed minister 
plenipotentiary at the court of Hesse Cassel, where he remained till tl^ continent was 
closed to the English by the influence of Buonaparte then first consul. On the restor- 
ation of peace in 1814 he was sent as envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary 
to the court of Wurtemberg, and afterwards to the court of Municn, and lastly to that 
of Berlin, till he retired on account of his health. He received in r822 the grand cross 
of the Guelphic order, and was sworn a privy councillor in 1828. * 

f Besides this work. Sir Herbert Taylor was the author of ** Remarks on an article 
in the Edinburgh Review, No. 135, on the times of George III. and George IV.*' 
12mo. London, 1838. 
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daughter of Edward Disbrowe, Esq., (for whom see ante, page 1^4) who he 
succeeded in 1 820 in the representation of Windsor, a seat which he resigned 
in 1823, on account of its interfering too much with his other duties. In 
the House he advocated conservative principles. 

Thesiger, Sir Frederic, D.C.L., has sat for Abingdon since the Par* 
Uament of 1841, succeeding in 1844 on the resignation of Mr. Dnffield. 
At the last election of 1847 his return was petitioned against. He had 
previously sat for Woodstock in 1840, and in the early part of the parlia- 
ment o( 1S41, In the first year in which he was returned, he unsuccessfully 
contested Newark with Sir Thomas Wilde. 

Sir Frederic, who was born in London, 15th July, 1794, is the youngest 
and only surviving son of Charles Thesiger, Esq., who for many years filled 
the office of collector of the customs in the , island of St. Vincent, and is 
nephew of Sir Frederic Thesiger, a distinguished officer in the navy, who 
acted as aide-de-camp to Lord Nelson at the battie of Copenhagen, and 
who was upon that oceasion sent with a flag of truce to the crown prince. 
The member for Abingdon himself entered the navy at an eariy age, and 
was present in 1807 at the bombardment of Copenhagen. Expecting to 
succeed to his father's property in the West Indies, he retired fi"om the 
service on the demise of his elder brother. A fearful calamity however 
which took place in May, 1812, depriving him of his paternal estates, which 
were destroyed by the eruption of Moimt Souflrier, necessitated his having 
recourse to a profession, when he adopted that of the law, and entering 
himself at Gray's Inn, was called to the bar 18th November, 1818. Select- 
ing the home circuit as the arena of his exertions, his business soon became 
extensive, and he was promoted to the rank of king's counsel in 1834, since 
which period he has taken the lead on his own circuit. At the time of the 
passing of the Reform Bill, when the petitions upon controverted elections 
became so numerous, he enjoyed a considerable i^are of the parliamentary 
business arising therefrom, and distinguished himself considerably in com- 
mittees of the House. Under the late administration of Sir Robert Peel 
he was appointed solicitor-general, 15th April, 1844, on the promotion of 
Sir William FoUett, knighted 23rd May, 1844, and made attorney-general 
1st July, 1845, on the demise of the celebrated lawyer just named. This 
post he held till the resignation of his party. He has received the honorary 
degree of D.C.L. 

Of conservative principles, the only occasion upon which Sir Frederic 
has at all distinguished himself in the house, was on the occasion of 
Sir James Graham's motion condemnatory of the policy of Lord Pal- 
merston, and his colleagues, with reference to the war with China, on 
which occasion his speech was praised as an argumentative, eloquent and 
powerful attack upon the foreign policy of the whig administration. In 
1844, he voted in favour of the bank charter bill, in 1845, in favour of the 
grant to Maynooth College, and in 1846, in favour of the com importation 
bill. Sir Frederic's chief excellence lays in his character as a nisiprius 
lawyer, especially in cases which call forth character in an advocate, and 
require persuasive eloquence, and a keen quick insight into the follies 
of human nature. He therefore particularly shines in actions for breach 
of promise of marriage, &c., when his volubility of language, his power of 
sarcasm, his thorough acquaintance with the physiognomy of a British com- 
mon jury ; his skilfulness in cross-examination, and withal his graceful and 
easy manners, give him great advantages. In tjuestions, however, involving 
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an intricate legal point, he is considered to be deficient. During the period 
he was in office, there was no event of importance to call forth his ex- 
ertions, he consequently was unable to leave behind him any signal mark of 
the talent he may possess. 

Sir Frederic married 9th March, 1822, Anna Maria, youngest daughter 
of William Tinling, Esq. of Southampton, and niece of the gallant Major 
Peirson, who was killed at Jersey^ while defending the attack made by 
the French upon that island, in 1781, by whom he has a numerous family. 

Thompson. Of the stock of Thompson, 

John, sat for Windsor in the Parliament qf 1571. 

Richard, sat for Reading in the Parliaments qf 1715-27, succeeding to 
the first in 1720, on the demise of Mr. Buckingham. He voted, in 1733, 
against Sir Robert Walpole's excise scheme. Mr. Thompson who was a 
cdlonel in the army, and a gentleman of the privy chamber to his majesty, 
served the office of high sherifif of Berkshire, 6th George I., 1719. He 
appears to have purchased the manor of Coley, in this county, which de- 
scended, by the marriage of his daughter, to Sir Philip Jennings Clerk. 

Throckmorton, Robkrt Gborge, now Sir Robert Gborob, Bart, sat 
for the county in the Parliaments q/" 1831-32. Sir Robert, for details of 
whose family, see our history of Warwickshire, where it is seated, suc- 
ceeded to the baronetcy, conferred on his ancestors 1st September, 1642, 
as eighth in descent from the original grantee, on the demise of his uncle, 
3rd December, 1840. He is the son of William Throckmorton, Esq. (obit. 
31st March, 1819) by the only daughter of Thomas Giffard, Esq. of Chil- 
lington, and was bom in 1800. He married in 1829, Elizabeth, daughter 
of Sir John Acton, Bart, of Aldenham, co. Salop, and executed, 7th Vic- 
toria, 1843, the office of high sheriff of Berkshire. He obtained his seat 
in the house on Hberal principles. 

Tipping, Thomas, afterwards Sir Thomas, Bart, sat for WaUingford in 
the Parliaments of 1688-95. 

For details of the family of Tipping, see our records of Oxfordshire, of 
which county it is described. 

The member for Wallingford, the eldest son of Thomas Tipping, of 
Weatfield, co. Oxon, M.P. for Oxon, by Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Wilh'am 
Beconshaw, of Moyles court, Hants, was created a Baronet, 24th March, 
1697-8. He married Anne, daughter and heir of Thomas Cheek, of 
Pirgo, CO. Essex, and granddaughter maternally of the Hon. Edward 
Russell^ son of the fourth Earl of Bedford, by whom he left at his demise, 
1st July, 1718, a successor, Sir Thomas, with whom the baronetcy be- 
came extinct, 20th February, 1725.* 

ToNSON, Richard, sat for Wallingford in the Parliament of 1747, and 
for Windsor in the Parliament of I768, succeeding to the last on the death 

* A junior branch of the Tippings, seated at WooUey in this county, have twice 
executed the office of its high sheriff, viz.: Bartholomew, 3 William and Mary, 169], 
and another Bartholomew, 38th George III., 1797. These Tippings are now represented 
by Bartuolombw Wroughton, Esq. of Woolley Park, a magistrate, deputy-lieutenant, 
and late sheriff (in 1835) for Berkshire, whose father, the- Itev. Philip Wroughton, 
Esq., M.A., married the daughter^and sole heiress of Bartholomew Tipping, the last 
of the two high sheriffs above mentioned. 
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of Lord G. Beauclerc, in the same year, and seceding from the repre- 
sentation on the occasion of his own demise, 9th Octoher, 1772. 

From Nichols' literary anecdotes of the eighteenth century, we learn that 
the Tonsons were a race of hooksellers, who did honour to their trade, for in- 
tegrity, and hy their encouragement of authors. The first notice we have been 
able to obtain of them, is that Jacob Tonson, was the son of Jacob, a 
barber-surgeon in Holbom, who died in 1668, bequeathing to his sons, 
Eichard and Jacob, and to their three sisters £100 each, when they should 
attain the age of 21. Jacob was apprenticed, June 5th, 1670, to Thomas 
Bassel, bookseller, and having been admitted a freeman of the company of 
stationers, December 20th, 1677* commenced business as his brother 
Richard had done the year before. He published the famous edition of 
Caesar*8 commentaries in 1712. In 1719-20, owing to his attachment to 
the whig* government he obtained a grant to himself, of the of&ce of 
stationer, bookbinder, bookseller and printer to some of the principal public 
and great offices — ^which his family retained till January, 1800. The fortune 
Mr. Tonson thus acquired, was so large as to enable him to purchase con- 
siderable landed property in Herefordshire, Gloucestershire, Worcestershire, 
&c. The third bookseller, of the name of Jacob, served the office of high 
sheriff of Surrey, in 1760 ; and in 1759, paid the customary fine for being 
excused serving the same important office for the city of London, and the 
county of Middlesex (his father and great uncle having both paid the same 
fine in the year 1734.) His younger brother, 

Richard, the member for Wallingford and Windsor, above mentioned, is 
described as of Water-Oakley, in the parish of Bray, near Windsor, a pro- 
perty which was acquired by bis father. He was a partner in the same 
firm with his brother, and was so much beloved, it is said, that the electors 
of Windsor almost compelled him to represent them in Parliament. In his 
delightful retreat at Down- Place, in the parish of Bray, where his benevo- 
lence and hospitality were remembered long after his death, he built a room 
lighted at the top by a dome, and an anti- chamber for the reception of the 
celebrated Kit- Cat portraits, which had descended to him on the death of 
his brother Jacob. He did not long enjoy the improvement he had made 
in his house, and the ornaments he had added to it, as he died the 9th Oct., 
1772, the very year in which this room was completed. Mr. Tonson was 
high sheriff of Berkshire, 20th George II., 1746. 

TopHAM, Richard, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 1698-1700- 
1-8-5-8-10. Mr. Topham, who was keeper of the tower records, bequeathed 
at his death, which occurred 4th September, 1730, his property, situated in 
the parish of Clewer, in this county, where his family had been seated for 
some considerable time, to Lord Sidney Beauclerc, who named his son, the 
well-known Topham Beauclerc, after his benefactor. Mr. Topham endowed 
the free school of Windsor, erected in 1706, with £100. He was also a 
very munificent donor to the library of Eton College. He is described in 

* The kit-cat club, to which Mr. Tonson wai secretary, consisted of the 'most dis- 
tinguished wits and statesmen among the whigs. He is said to have been the founder of 
this society, which was remarkable for the strictest zeal towards the house of Hanover. 
.The members met at a house in Shire Lane, and took their title from the name of 
Christopher Cat, a pastry cook, who excelled in making mutton pies, which were 
regularly part of the entertainment — 

^* Immortal made as Kit-Cat by his pies/' 
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the Tolume of Ths Political State, where, m the record of his death, he is 
mentioned as a man " of good family and universally regretted." In 1702, 
he gave his support to the bill for securing the protestant succession. 
He voted in 1704, against tacking on the occasional conformity to the 
land tax bill ; in 1708, for the act for naturalizing foreign protestants ; was 
subsequently one of those who sided against Dr. Sacheverel ; and in 171S, 
was favourably disposed towards the act for naturalizing foreign protestants. 

Tower, Thomas, sat for WalUngford in the Parliament of 1734, and 
previously for Wareham in the Parliament of 17^7, succeeding in 1729, on 
the demise of Mr. Gascoigne. 

For full details of the family of Tower, now represented by Christopher 
Thomas Tower, Esq., of Weald Hall, co. Essex, see our records of Essex. 

The member for Wallingford and Wareham, who purchased the present 
estate of the family in Essex in 1745, was a justice of the peace, and a high 
sheriff of that county, a bencher of the Inner Temple, joint auditor of His 
Majesty's revenues, and trustee for the colony of Georgia. He died un- 
married, in September, 1 778. He voted, in 1729, in favour of the grant of 
£115,000, for making good the arrears of the civil list; and in 1733 in 
favour of Sir Robert Walpole's excise scheme. 

Travsrs, Samuel, tat for Windsor in the Parliament ofl7lB* He also 
represented Bossiney in 1708, and St. Males in 1722, until his demise, 
15th September, 1725. He voted in 1 7 1 6 in favour of the bill for repealing 
the triennial act and making parliament septennial ; in 17 19 against the bill 
for strengthening the protestant interest and against the peerage bill. This 
truly benevolent man, who was auditor to the Prince of Wales, a director of 
Greenwich Hospital, and derk of the king's works, left at his death the 
following memorable will : — 

After bequeathing to his " good friend,*' Walter Gary, Esq., surveyor- 
general, £400, with his duchy-lease castle and demesnes of Tintagel, in 
Cornwall — to his nephew, Samuel Holditch, the like sum of money, &c., as 
also some slight bequests to two female cousins and a servant, together with 
a sum of money for erecting an equestrian statue of brass to William III., 
£500 to Prince William Augustus, for purchasing him a George when he 
should be made a knight of the garter, and £500 to the Rt. Hon. Lady 
Essex Robarts, for buying her a jewel — ^this remarkable wiU proceeds to 
direct that seven houses should be built out of his personal estates, in or near 
the castle of Windsor, for the residence of seven poor naval knights, of lieu- 
tenancy-rank, and that an estate in Essex of £500 per annum should be 
dedicated to their maintenance. It further directed that the senior, who 
should be governor, should receive the sum of £70 per annum, the others 
£60, and tibat the remainder, after deducting repairs, should be equally 
divided among them. A very long litigation took place on the subject of 
this will. 

Trumbull, William, sat for the county in the Cromuellian Parliament 
of 1656. This gentleman's family was seated at East Hampstead, in this 
county. His father, who was agent to James I., and one of the clerks of 
the privy council, was sent envoy to the Archduke Albert, at Brussels, from 
1609 to 1625. This great man, for such he appears to have been, made a 
large collection of letters, memoirs, minutes, and negotiations, of all the men 
♦ See note on this election, page 99. 
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of note of his time, with whom he entertained a constant and familiar cor- 
respondence. The member for the county was a justice of the peace in 
Berkshire. His son» Sir William, an estimable and upright statesman, 
was M.F. for East- Lou, Haydon, and Oxford University. For particulars 
of him see our records of Oxfordshire. 

TowNSEND, Joseph^ sat for WaUingford in the Parliaments of 17^4-^7, 
succeeding to the first in 1740, on the demise of Mr. Hucks. He also sat 
for Westbury in the Parliament of 1741. He voted, in 1743, in favour of 
taking the Hanoverian troops into British pay. Mr. Townsend's fomily, 
which is now represented by the Rev. Hbnrt Townsbnd, of Honnington 
Hall. CO. Warwick, commences its lineage with the borough member's faSier, 
Joseph Beacon Townsend, Esq., who lived in the early part of the last 
century. The member himself was an officer in the army. His son. Gore, 
who is described as of Honnington Hall, co. Warwick, was a justice of the 
peace. Of his grandsons, besides the present representative of the family 
already mentioned, John, an officer of the rojral horse artillery, served in 
the Peninsula and at Waterloo, where he had a horse shot under him. 

The Townsends have connected themselves by ms^age with the noble 
families of Windsor and Stowell ; and with the families of Oswald, of Dun- 
nikier, co. Fife ; of Gore, of Great Grimsby, co. Lincoln ; of Tempest, of 
Winyard House, co. Durham ; of Barnard, Pechell, &c. 

Unton. This fiunily, whose " ancient and worshipful name," says Fuller, 
*' was extinct in the days of our fathers for want of issue male ** — ^was seated 
at Wadley and at Farringdon, which manor it obtained by grant from Queen 
Elizabeth. Of its members, Thomas executed the office of high sheriff of 
Berkshire, (and Oxfordshire) 23 Henry VHI., 1531, as did also^ 9 Eliz., 
1566,— 

Sir Edward, who sat for the county in the Parliament of 1572. He 
was a knight of the order of the bath, and married Anne, Countess of War- 
wick, daughter to Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset, and Protector of 
Eingland. His father, Thomas, above mentioned, was knighted at the coro- 
nation of Anne Boleyn, while his grandfather, Hugh, married Sybell, dau. 
and heir of William Fettiplace, Esq., of. Stokenchurch^ co. O^ord. Sir 
Edward left at his decease the two sons who follow beneath, viz. — 

Edward, who sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1585-86, and 

Sir Henry, who sat for the county in the Parliament of 1592. In 1586, 
Sir Henry gained distinction at the siege of Zutphen ; in 1591 received the 
appointment of ambassador to France ; and in 1595 again resumed his 
diplomatic functions at the French court, where he died sine prole in 1596, 
thus terminating the male branch of his familv.* His body was brought 

* Sir Henry Unton, while on his embassy in France, hearing that the Duke of Guise 
had made some slighting remarks on Queen Elizabeth, sent that nobleman the following 
challenge, — 

" For as much as lately in the lodging of my Lord Du Mayne, and in publick else- 
where, imprudently, indiscreetly, and over boldly, you spoke badly of my soveraign, 
whose sacred person here in this country I represent ; to maintain both by word and 
weapon her honour, (which never was called in question among people of honesty and 
vertue) I say, you have wickedly lied in speaking so basely of my soveraign ; and you 
shall do nothing else but lye, whensoever you shall dare to tai her honour. Moreover 
then her sacred person (being one of the most compleet and vertuous princesses that 
lives in this world) ought not to be evil spoken of by the tongue of such a perfidious 
trayter to her law and country as you are, and hereupon I do defy you, and challenge 
your person to mine, with such manner of arms as you shall like or chuse, be it either 
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over to England, and bnried at Farringdon, 8th July, 1596. " He had," 
says Fuller, "allowed him a baron's hearse, because dying ambassador 
leigier.*' His co-heiresses were the three daughters of his deceased sister, 
Amie, wife of Valentine Knightley, Esq., and his surviving sister, Cecil, 
wife, first, of John Wentworth, of Gosfield, co. Essex, and secondly, of Sir 
Edward Hoby, Knt. The daughters of Knightley, by Anne Unton, his 
wife, were, — ^EUzabeth, married to Oliver Luke, Esq. ; Anne, married to 
Richard Chetwode, E^q. ; and Mary, married to George Pnrefoy, Esq., of 
Drayton, co. Leicester. 

Vachell. The family of Vachell, which is mentioned by Fuller as one 
of the most ancient of this county, quitted all connection with it in the 
early part of the last century, and removed into Cambridgeshire. Records 
of its connection with Reading so early as 1309, are in existence, and one 
of its members John Vachell, represented the county in 1324. His 
grandson or great grandson, settled at Coley,* the family seat, from which 
period that manor continued in the possession of the Vachells till 1705, 
when it was sold. Sir Thomas Vachell, who founded at Reading in 1634 
an almshouse for six aged and unmarried men, and endowed it with £40 
per annum, served the office of high sheriff of Berkshire 9 James I., 1611. 
In Ashmole's antiquities of this county, there is a pedigree of the Vachells, 
which commences with John Vachell, a counsellor at law. As there are 
however, no dates attached to this document, it is unfortunately perfectly 
useless. We are therefore unable to state on what degree of affinity 
this gentleman stood with 

Thomas, who sat for Reading in the 2nd Parliament of 1553, andin the 
Parliament of 1555, and who appears to have^ied seised of the manor of 
Hertley or Haitleym^ J^g3. A Thomas Vachell, about the time of the 
desolation of Reading aSbey^ was appointed by Henry VIII. its supervisor, 
for his having rendered some assistance to the commissioners engaged in 
that affair. 

Tanfield, who sat for Retiding in the Ind Parliament of 1640, suc- 
ceeded to that seat on the demise of Sir Francis Knollys in 1645. 

Tanfield, sat for Reading in the Parliaments of 1701-02, until his de- 
mise in 1705, when his estates .at Coley were sold to a Colonel Thompson. 
He voted in 1704 against tacking. on the occasional conformity to the land 
tax bill. 

Vansittabt. This family, ennobled m a junior branch by the present 
Nicholas Vansittabt, F.R.S. and S.A. Babon Bexlby of Bexley, co. 
Kent, many years M.F. for Harwich, (for particulars of whom see Essex,) 



on horseback or on foot. Nor would I have you to think any inequality of person be- 
tween us, I being issued of so great and noble house (every way) as yourself. So 
assigning me an indifferent place, I will there maintain my words, and the lye which 
1 gave you, and which you should not endure if you have any courage at all in you. If 
you consent not to meet me hereupon, 1 will hold you, and cause you to be generally 
held, one of the arrantest cowards and most slanderous slaves that lives in all France. 
I expect your answer." 

We have been unable to ascertain that any meeting took place between the parties 
concerned in this affair. 

* " On the 16th March, 1644, the king marched with his army to Reading, and made 
Coley House, the seat of the Vachells, his head quaiters for three days." — LyaoiCs 
Magna Britannia^ vol. i. p. 332. 
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is now represented in the senior line by Arthur Vansittart, Esq., of Shottes • 
broke, whose ancestorsacquired inthe early part of the last century the manors 
of Clewer, Fawley, Foxley, Shottesbroke, &c., in this county. The Vansit- 
tarts were originally of German extraction, and first settled in this county 
about a century and a half ago in the person of Pktrr Vansittart, (the 
son of William Johnson Vansittart of Dantzic), an eminent Russia 
merchant. His son Arthur, verderer of Windsor forest, marrying in 1723, 
Martha, tlie eldest daughter of Sir John Stonhouse, Bart., of Rudley, left 
by that lady at his demise in 1760, the following sons, — 

Arthur, who sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1754-61-68, suc- 
ceeding to the first on the demise of Mr. Fowney in 1757' This gentleman, like 
his father, was verderer of Windsor forest. He served for a great number of 
years in the Berkshire militia, from its first establishment ; was vice-lieute- 
nant of this county during the absence of the Duke of St. Albans, and was 
a very active deputy lieutenant and magistrate. In the House he is said to 
have acquitted himself with much honour towards his constituents. He 
died 12th November, 1804. His brother, 

Hbnrt, sat for Reading in the Parliament of 1768."* He was appointed 
in 1760, to succeed Lord Clive as president of the council of Bengal, and 
was charged with " having embroiled the afifairs of the East India company, 
by departing from Lord Clive's wise plan, principles and conduct ;" and of 
'' giving up several persons of great consequence, to whom protection had 
been promised, to the vengeance of Cossim Ali Khan, whom Mr. Vansittart 
had invested with the subahship, in the place of Lord Clive's Nabob, Mihi 
Jaffier." "A defence of Mr. Vansittart 's conduct in concluding the treaty 
of commerce with Mihi Cossim Aly Chaum, at Mongheen," by a servant of 
the company, appeared in 1764, 8vo. Mr. Vansittart in 1766, published 
in three volumes, 8vo, " a narrative of the transactions in Bengal, from the 
year 1760 to 1764, during his own government." Some charges which 
were made in '' observations on Mr. Vansittart's narrative, by Luke Scrap- 
ton, Esq., 1767/' were answered by ** a letter to the proprietors of EHst 
India stock, from Mr. Henry Vansittart ; occasioned by a late anonymous 
pamphlet ; and by the East India Observer, No. VI." In this letter Mr, 
Vansittart is said to have refuted all the assertions and insinuations against 
him, most coolly and argumentatively. About the period of his election for 
Reading, Mr. Vansittart received his appointment^ as one of the supreme 
council and superintendents of the East India company's affairs in India. 
On his passage out, he is said to have perished on board His Majesty's ship 
Aurora, but on account of that fact never being authentically ascertained, 
no new writ was ordered to fill the vacant seat of Reading. He left by his 
wife, Amelia, daughter of Nicholas Morse, Esq. governor of Madras, be- 
sides two daughters, Hbnrt Vansittart, EsQ.,t of Kirkleatham, co. York, 
and the present Lord Bbxley mentioned at the commencement of this 
article. Mr. Vansittart's younger brother, — 

Gbokgb, sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1784-90-96-1 802-06-07. 
Mr. Vansittart, whose principles were conservative, voted in 1797 in favour 
of Mr Charles Grey's motion for a parliamentary reform, and in 1798 with 
Mr. Pitt on the third reading of the assessed tax bill. In 1803, he sup- 
ported Mr. Addington against the vote of censure moved for by Colonel 

* See note on this election page 91. 

f He is a magistrate and deputy lieutenant of Yorkshire, and served as its high 
sheriff in 1620. 
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Patten ; and in 1804, when Mr. Fox brought forward his motion on the 
" national defence/' he deprecated that measure and observed, '* that if ob- 
jections were made to the general conduct of His Majesty's ministers, the 
regular way would be to address the sovereign on their incompetence." In 
June, 1804, he opposed Mr. Pitt's additional force biU, which was the first 
measure propounded by that minister on his return to power ; and on the 
8th April, 1805, he joined the majority in a vote of censure on the conduct 
of Viscount Melville. Mr. Vansittart possessed considerable property in 
this county. His principal residence was at Bisham abbey. " This 
charming spot, which recdls," says Joshua Wilson, *' the idea of monastic 
grandeur, is situated in the neighbourhood of Marlow, and partly sur- 
rounded by a fine range of hill clothed with an amphitheatre of wood." 
Mr. Vansittart, who purchased this estate of the widow of Sir John tioby 
Mill, Bart., and died 21st January, 1825, had by his wife, Sarah, daughter 
of Sir James Stonhouse, Bart., besides a son Edward, a clergyman,* who as- 
sumed the surname and arms of Neale of Allesley. HENRY,t a rear ad- 
miral of the red, who died in March 1843, and two daughters, an elder son 
and successor, George Henry,^ a general officer in the army, who dying 4th 
February, 1824, left by his wife, Ann Mary, daughter of Thomas Copson, 
Esq., a son George Henry Vansittart, Esq., of Bisham abbey. The 
present representative of the junior branch of his family, — 

Arthur, who sat for fVindsor in the ParUament of 1802, succeeding in 

1804, on Mr. WiUiams being declared not duly elected, was the son of the 
above named Arthur, who sat for this county from 1757 to 1774, and 
whom he succeeded as colonel of the Berkshire militia in 1801. He mar- 
ried Caroline, 4th daughter of William 1st Lord Auckland, and left at his 
demise 3 1st May, 1829, besides other issue, a successor, Arthur Vansit- 
tart, Esq., of Shottesbrook, the present representative of the Vansittarts 
in the senior line. The Vansittarts have allied with the noble families of 
^he Barons Coleraine ; Eden, Earls of Auckland ; and Most3m, Barons 
Vaux ; as also with the Stonehouses, Baronets of Rudley in this county ; 
the Newcomens, Baronets of Kenagh ; the Chapmans of KiUala Castle, 
Ireland ; the Powneys, &c. 

Vivian, Sir Richard Hussby, K.C.B., (afterwards Baron Vivian), 
scit for Windsor in the Parliaments of 1826-30, until 1831, when he re- 
signed on accepting the office of commander of the forces in Ireland. He 
also represented Truro. For particulars of this gallant officer and his 
family, see our records of Cornwall. 

* See notice of this gentleman in our history of Bedfordehire, page 39. 

t He was a midshipman of the Victory, and severely wounded at Toulon, in 1794 ; 
and in L'AigU served at the siege of Calvi ; was lieutenant of the Stately at the cap- 
ture of the Cape, in 1795. 

X In 1791, he joined his regiment, then the 18th foot, at Gibraltar, and went with it 
the latter end of 1793 to Toulon, where he remained until the evacuation of that place. 
He accompanied the 95th in the expedition under Sir Alured Clarke, against the Cape 
of Good Hope, and continued there until 1797, when the regiment was reduced. The 
26th January, 1797, he had the brevet of colonel ; he was on half pay till June, 1798, 
and served in the Berkshire militia till 1800, when he was appointed brigadier-general 
in the West Indies, where he remained till 1803. He served in St. Vincent's, St. 
Lucie, and Antigua. The 25th September of the latter year, he obtained the rank of 
major general ; in June, 1804, was placed on the staff in England ; the 25th February, 

1805, appointed colonel of the first garrison battalion; in 1806, nominated (o the staff 
in Ireland ; the 25th July, 1810, received the rank of lieutenant general ; and in 
1821, was promoted to that of general in the army. 
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Ward^ Richard, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 1547-53-53- 
54-54, and for the county in the Parliament of 1571. He was high sheriff 
of Berkshire 33 Elizabeth, 1590. The Wards were of Hurst in this 
county, the manor of which was granted in 1539 to Richard Ward and his 
wife Ann, from whose descendants it passed by marriage to the Harrisons. 
A pedigree of this family is given by Ashmole in his antiquities of Berkshire, 
but the absence throughout of dates prevents us from gleaning any inform- 
ation from it except that the Wardjs claim descent from Sir Christopher 
Ward, of Yorkshire, and that the names of three knights occur in this 
document. 

Wallis, John, sat for fVallingJbrd in the Parliament of 1690. 

Walter, John, sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1833-35. He 
unsuccessfully contested Southwark in 1840, and was returned for Notting- 
ham in 1841. The father of this deceased gentleman, whose name will be 
ever memorable as intimately connected with the annals of that monarch of 
the press. The Times, from its earliest infancy to the present period of 
its magnitude, was known as " the logographic printer," having obtained 
a patent for the invention of " logography." In 1786, we find him, as 
printer of the Universal Register, convicted of a libel upon Lord Loughborough, 
and sentenced to pay a fine of £50 at Guildhall, London. Three years 
afterwards, he was again convicted in the court of king s bench, for pub- 
lishing a libel on the Duke of York ; when, as was the custom of the 
court at that time, he received a much more severe sentence, to the whole 
of which, however, he was not subjected. Mr; Walter had been eighteen 
years printer to the customs, when that employment was taken from him, 
about 1 805, in consequence of the part tsJcen by the Times with refer- 
ence to Lord Melville's administration at the admiralty. He died at Ted- 
dington in his 74th year, 16th November, 1812. His son, the county 
member, became a joint proprietor and exclusive manager of the Times, 
early in 1803. In 1818, he married, Mary, daughter oi Mr. Smithe, 
of Eastling, Kent, a celebrated agriculturist, and left at his demise 28th 
July, 1847, in the 74th year of his age, besides two other sons and one 
daughter,* a successor, the present John Walter, Esq., of Bearwood in 
this county, M.P. for Notiinghah, (for particulars of whom see our 
records of that county). " It would be scarcely possible," was the obser- 
vation of the Times on the occasibn of his death, " to enumerate or des- 
cribe the whole of what not merely tliis jotimal, but all the journals of 
the civilised world, owe to Mr. Walter. He first imparted to the daily 
press its vast range and celerity of information ; its authentic accuracy, its 
universal correspondence, its lucid arrangement and marvellous dispatch, 
and, more than all, its dignity in the socisd scale, and its political position, 
as what has been called the fourth estate of the realm. He was not only a 
great tribune, but the founder of a tribunitial rank and authority. Amongst 
other acts for his early exertions for the press, may be mentioned his sue- 
cessfiil competition for priority of inteUigence with the government during the 
European war, which (to mention a single instance) enabled this paper to 
announce the capitulation of Flushing forty-eight hours before the news had 
arrived through any other channel ; and the extinction of what before his 

* The death of his eldest daughter, Catharine Mary, in January, 1844, deeply af- 
fected Mr. Walter ; and it is said to have been greatly owing to her dying request, that 
he built and endowed a church wiihin Bearwood domain for the use of the neighbour- 
ing district. 
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time had been an invariable practice with the general post office, strange as 
it may now appear, the systematic retardation of foreign intelligence, and 
the pabhc sale of foreign news for the benefit of the Lombard Street offi- 
cials. 

" But one achievement alone is sufficient to place Mr. Walter high in 
that list which the world, as it grows older and wiser, will more and more 
appreciate — 

•* Inventas aut qui vitam excolu^re per artes, 
Suique sui memores alios fecere merendo. 
*' He first brought the steam engine to the assistance of the public press. 
Familiar as the discovery b now, there was a time when it seemed fraught 
with difficulties as. great as those which Fulton has overcome on one ele- 
ment, and Stephenson on another. To take off 5000 impressions in an 
hour was once deemed as ridiculous a conception as to paddle a ship fifteen 
miles against wind and tide, or to drag in that time a train of carriages 
weighing a hundred tons fifty miles. It took a long time in those days to 
print off the 3000 or 4000 copies of the Tlfnes ; and Mr. Walter was 
anxious to pursue any scheme likely to abridge that tedious delay. As 
early as the year 1804, an ingenious compositor, named Thomas Martyn, 
had invented a self acting machine for working the press, and had produced 
a model which satisfied Mr. Walter of the feasibihty of the scheme. Being 
assisted by Mr. Walter with the necessary funds, he made considerable 
progress towards the completion of his work, in the course of which he 
was exposed to much personal danger from the hostility of the pressmen, 
who vowed vengeance against the man whose innovations threatened de- 
struction to their craft. To such a length was their opposition carried, that 
it was found necessary to introduce the various pieces of the machine into 
the premises with the utmost possible secrecy, while Martin was obliged to 
shelter himself under various disguises in order to escape their fury. Mr. 
Walter, however, was not yet permitted to reap the fruits of his enterprise. 
On the very eve of success he was doomed to bitter disappointment. He 
had exhausted his own funds in the attempt, and his father, who had hi- 
therto assisted him, became disheartened, and refused him any further aid. 
The project, of which indeed the success in that form was doubtful, was 
therefore for the time abandoned. Mr. Walter, however, was not the man 
to be deterred from what he had once resolved to do. He gave his mind 
incessantly to the subject, and engaged aid from all quarters, with his usual 
munificence. In the year 1814, he was induced by a clerical friend, in 
whose judgment he confided, to make a fresh experiment ; and accordingly 
the machinery of the amiable and ingenious Koenig, assisted by his young 
friend Bauer, was introduced, not indeed at first into the Times office, but into 
the adjoining premises, such caution being thought necessary from the threat- 
ened violence of the pressmen. Here the work advanced, under the frequent 
inspection and advice of the friend alluded to. At one period these two 
able mechanics suspended their anxious toil, and left the premises in despair. 
After the lapse, however of about three days, the same gentleman discovered 
their retreat, induced them to return, showed them to their surprise their 
difficulty conquered, and the work still in progress. The night on which 
this curious machine was first brought into use in its new abode, was one of 
great anxiety, and even alarm. The suspicious pressmen had threatened 
destruction to any one whose inventions might suspend their employment ; 
' destruction to him and his traps.' They were directed to wait for ex- 
pected news from the continent. It was about six o'clock in the morning 
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when Mr. Walter went into the press room, and astoni&hed its occapants 
by telling them that, ' the limes was already printed by steam ! That if 
they attempted violence, there was a force ready to suppress it ; but that if 
they were peaceable, their wages should be continued to any one of them 
till similar employment could be procured.* " 

This brilliant and hazardous enterprise was achieved the 29th November, 
1814, on which day liOO sheets were impressed in the hour. Alluding 
to the great and ultimate success which attended Mr. Walter's exertions, 
the Times, from whose columns we continue to quote, observes that it was 
not attained so much by brilliancy of talent, — though by no person or body 
in the world was talent sought out with more discernment and trouble, or 
rewarded with more delicacy or munificence, than by the chief director of 
the Times, — as by the more steady power of a strict integrity in that director, 
and, to the utmost of his influence, in those whom he employed. A con- 
temptuous rejection of all corrupt proposals, and a thorough indifference to 
any boon a minister could offer, excepting only that political information, 
which it is the duty of a minister to promulgate through the best channels ; 
a strict impartiality which courted no greatness and screened no offender, 
and a persevering industry which shrank from no effort, and neglected no 
detail, achieved this great work. To this must be added that probably 
there never was more enterprise combined with less risk. The Times has 
prospered by energy and prudence, not chance. 

Mr. Walter's poUtical character is thus ably drawn by his journal — 

" It takes but few words to describe the one great principle that guided 
Mr. Walter in the manifold relations of his lengthened poUtical career. A 
paramount regard to the interests and rights of the people was the main- 
spring, not only of all that he said or did on the pubhc stage, but of his 
most private conversation, and his most instinctive emotion. It may seem 
a mere generahty to assert this principle of any one who pretends to a 
pohtical character ; but they who best knew Mr. Walter's, can best under- 
stand how this was the absolute rule of his life. By this rule he was ever 
ready to measure the most plausible schemes, the most popular opinion, the 
most promising experiments, the most dominant parties, the most powerful 
ministers, the most established reputations, the most inveterate usages, the 
most subtle advances, the most overbearing classes, the most formidable 
combinations; whilst other men found a refuge for intellectual weak- 
ness or moral instabiUty in pledging their faith to a statesman, a party, 
a theory, or a class, he never forgot that such things were made for 
man, and not man for them. No sooner did he perceive that a party 
was irredaimably seltish, or a minister irremediably committed to anti- 
national measures, to corrupt associates, orj to an imbecile, and there- 
fore injurious policy — ^No sooner was it evident that the temptation incident 
to power had prevailed over the pubhc spirit of the statesman, than he 
promptly and openly withdrew the support, the support that had been ren- 
dered only for the pubhc advantage. A slavish attachment to a man, 
or a clique, or a class, or a crotchet, he justly despised, as the hollow and 
too often criminal consistency of fools and of knaves, whose whole and 
sole boast is that they have never, excepting by accident, done anv g^d 
thing." 

He retired from the representation of this county, in 1837, on account 
of the sentiments of his constituents, respecting the question of the new 
poor law. being opposed to his own ; at the commencement of his poUtical 
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career, he was, as he declared himself at the hustings, at the general 
election of 1832, "a reformer." At the ensuing election of 1835, in pat- 
ting forth his address to the constituents of Berkshire, he observed — " A 
reformer I entered parliament^ a reformer I am at present^ and a reformer I 
shall continue to be, till those amendments shall have been effected, by 
which, as I apprehend^ the constitution will be brought back to its original 
purity, will have been cleared of those abuses which time has introduced, 
and be enabled to afford protection to all classes of the people.*' On the 
passing of the new poor law bill, he pubhdy announced , his secession from 
that party. 

I 
WsDNBSTBR, Chablbb, sot fw Reading in the Parliament of 1592, In 
Bbrry's Encyclopedia HerakUca, we find the Wednesters described as of 
Bromyard, in Herefordshire. Of this family, Charlbs was confirmed in a 
grant of arms, 30th November, 1588. 

Wbldon. Of this family, which possessed estates at Cook ham. Bray, 
and Shaftesbroke, in this county, — 

Edward fat /or Windsor in the Parliament of 1547. 

Thomas sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1558. He was cofferer of 
the household to Queen Elizabeth, from whom he received the grant of 
Pangbourn manor, &c. 

Whichcotb, Christophbr, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1658. 
For details of the Whichcote family, now represented by Sir Thomas 
Whichcotb, Bart., of Aswarby, Lincolnshirb, see our records of that 
county. 

The borough member, who was one of the seven sons of Christopher 
Whichcote, Esq., of Stoke, in Salop, by EHizabeth, daughter of Edward 
Fox, Esq., of Greet, was for some time governor of Windsor Castle during 
the Protectorate. He gave it up for the use of the Parliamentarians, in the 
month of December, 1659, on the appearance of Colonel Ingoldsby and 
Major Wildman. 

Williams, John, was returned for Windsor in the Parliament of 1802, 
but unseated on petition in 1804. Of the family of Williams, Sir John, 
Knt., was high sheriff of Berkshire and Oxfordshire, 18 Henry VII., 1502 ; 
30-36 Henry VIII., 1538-44 ; and 1 Mary. 1553. 

Winchcombb. This familv has served the office of high sheriff of Berk- 
shire, 13 & 34 Eliz., 1570 &'l59l ; 5 & 19 James I., 1607 & 1621. 

"John Winscombb," says Fuller in his Worthies, "called commonly 
Jack of Newberry, was the most considerable clothier (without fancy and 
fiction) England ever beheld. His looms were his lands, whereof he kept 
one hundred in his house, each managed by a man and a boy. In the ex- 
pedition to Flodden Field against James, King of Scotland, he marched with 
an hundred of his own men (as well armed and better clothed than any) to 
shew that the painfull to use their hands in peace, could be valiant and 
employ their arms in war. He feasted King Henry the Eighth and his first 
queen, Katharine, at his own house, extant at Newberry at this day, but 
divided into many tenements. Well may his house now make sixteen 
clothiers' houses, whose wealth would amount to six hundred of their estates. 

VOL. I. R 
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He built the church of Newbeny, from the pulpit westward to the tower 
incluBively, and died about the year 1530.'* Hia son, — 

John, who sat for Reading in the Ist Parliament of 1553, received from 
Henry VIII. the grant of the manor of fiucklebury. He was the frither of 
Henry Winchcombe, of Bucklebury, who was created a Baronet, 18th 
June, 1661, and also marrying Frances, daughter of Thomas Howard, Earl 
of Berkshire, left at his demise in 1667, a successor. 

Sir Hbnry, Bart., who sat for the county in the Parliaments of 1688-89.* 
He married a Miss RoUs, and on his demise without male issue in Novem- 
ber, 1703, the Baronetcy became extinct. 

His estates devolved on Sir Henry's eldest daughter, Frances, wife of the 
celebrated Viscount Bolingbroke, who occasionally resided at Bucklebury. 
As her ladyship left no child, the property passed, by her younger sister, to 
the family of the Packers, (whom see notice of at page 186) and from them 
to the Hartleys, (whom also see notice of at page 149). 

WiNNiNGTOx, Sir Francis, sat for Windsor in the Parliaments of 
1661, succeeding in 1676 on the demise of Sir Richard Braham. He also 
sat for WoKCESTBRSHiRB, &c., (which county see for particulars of himself 
and his family). 

Win WOOD, Richard, sat for Windsor in the 2nd Parliament of 1640, 
succeeding in 1641 on the disablement of Mr. Taylor. He was one of 
those who signed the solemn league and covenant. His name appears 
among^the list of members who were imprisoned or secluded by the army, 
6th December, 1648, after having voted the day before "that the king's 
answers to the propositions of both houses were a ground for peace." He 
died in the 80th year of his age, 28th June, 1688. The Winwoods are 
described as of Ditton Park, in Bucks. The borough member's father Sir 
Ralph Winwood, who was knighted, 28th June, 1607, was proctor of 
the university of Oxford, an ambassador to the Low Countries, and jq>- 
pointed secretary of state, 29th March, 1614. He died 27th October, 
1607. Lloyd describes him as " a gentleman well seen in most affairs, but 
most expert in matters of trade and war ; for he was first a soldier, and 
then an agent in the Netherlands, where he remonstrated against Vorstins 
learnedly and resolutely, representing as well his master's parts as his 
power : it was the very guize at that time to be learned ; the wits of it 
were so excellent ; the helps and assistants of it were so great ; printing was 
so common ; the world (by navigation) so open ; great experiments so dis- 
closed ; the leisure of men so much, the age was so peaceable, and His 
Majesty, after whom all writ, so knowing." Sir Ralph appears to have 
taken a very active part in unravelling the mystery of Sir Thomas Over- 
bury* s case.f 

Wood, Thomas, sat for the county in the Cromwellian Parliament of 1653. 

Woodward. Of this family, — 

George, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1586. 

* See note on this election, page 8 1 . 

+ Winwood'« papers and dispatches were printed in three folio volumes, in 1725. 
Edited by Edmund Sawyer, of Lincoln's Inn ; and see Edmonde's Negotiations pub- 
lished hy Birch, 1749, 8vo., pp. 296-^307. 
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Thomas, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1623. He died while in 
the representation. 

Wraxall, Nathaniel William, sat for WaUingford in the Parliament 
of 1790, until 1794, when he was made steward of the three Chiltem hun- 
dreds in the county of Bucks. He had previously sat for Hindon in 1 780, 
and Luggershall in 1784. For particulars of him see our records of Wilt- 
shire 

Wren, Christopher, sat for Windsor in the Parliament of 1713. 
His return at the general election in 1715, was declared to he undue, (see 
note, page 99.) This gentleman, the only son of the famous Sir Chris- 
topher Wren, M.P. for Plympton and Melcomh Regis,* (for particulars 
of whom see Devonshire), succeeded his father in his estates at Wroxhall, 
in Warwickshire. He was bom 1 6th February, 1675, the year in which 
St Paul's was founded, and was educated at Eton school, and Pembroke 
Hall, Cambridge. In 1694, Sir Christopher procured him the appointment 
of deputy clerk, engrosser of the office of the king's works ; but this pre- 
ferment did not prevent him from making a tour through Holland, France, 
and Italy. Mr. Wren, who was twice married : first, to Mary, daughter of 
Mr. Musard, jeweller to Queen Anne, and secondly, to Dame Constance, 
widow of Sir Roger Burgoyne, Bart., left at his demise 24th Aug., 1747, a 
son by each wife. The eldest Christopher, an eccentric humourist, and the 
poetiod friend of Lady Luxborough and Shenstone, displeasing his father, 
was cut off from all the unentailed estates which were devised to the Bur- 
goyne family. 

The member for Windsor is characterised by Chalmer the Biographer 
in the following words : ** He was a man very much esteemed, and was 
equaUy pious, learned, and amiable. He had made antiquity his particular 
study, well understood it, and was extremely communicative. He wrote 
and published in 1 708 in 4to, a work entitled, " Numismatum antiquorum 
sylloge, populis Grsecis, municipiis et coloniis Romanis cusorum, ex chi- 
meliarcho editoris." This, which he dedicated to the royal society, contains 
representations of many curious Greek medallions in four plates, and two 
others of ancient inscriptions ; these are followed by the legends of impe- 
rial coins in the large and middle size, from JuHus Caesar to Aurelian, with 
their interpretations, and subjoined is an appendix of Syrian and Egyp- 
tian kings, and coins of cities, all collected by himself. He also collected 
with so much care and attention, as to leave scarcely any curiosity ungrati- 
fied, memoirs of the life of Bishop Wren, Dr. Christopher Wren, Dean 
of Windsor, and his illustrious father ; with collations of records and 
original papers. These were published in folio under the title of Paren- 
TALiA by his son Stephen, a physician, assisted by Mr. Ames in 1750, and 
are illustrated by portraits and plates. t 

• He was unduly returiied for Windsor in 1G88, see noteH on the election, page 98. 
t Alluding to the position of the Guild Hall, at Windsor. Ashniole in his antiqui- 
ties of Berkshire observes, '* At the south end is a statue of his Royal Highness, George, 
Prince of Denmark, in a Roman military habit; in his right hand is a baton of a general, 
and his left is on a globe set on a pedestal, with a compass as an admiral, erected at 
the sole expence of Christopher Wren, Esq., one of the late representatives for this 
town in Parliament, with this inscription under his feet, 

Serenissimo Principi 
Georgio Priucipi Danise 

R 2 



224 BERKSHIBE. 

Wright. Of the stock of Wright, 

George, sai for Wallingford in the Parliaments of 1653-53. A 
George Wright sat for Bedford in the previous Parliament of 1547. 

John, sat for Abingdon in the Parliament of 1741. He is described 
by BfiATSoN in his Register of British Parliaments as of Oxford. 



Heroi Omni Sseculo Venerando, 

Christophoras Wren. Arm 

Posuit MDCCXIII." 



